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Hovsn of ReEPRUSPNYPATIVES, 
Arcsin, 10 o'clock A. M. July ith, 1556. ; 


House met pursuant to edjourmment—roll called. Present, 
Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey. Aino'e, Askew. Bonner, 
Brown, Burress, Busby, Ch: alton, Cleveland of L, Crabbe, 


Crosby, Dalrymple, Darden, of ©, Darden ot G., Dennis, 
Dickson of Red River, Dougherty, Ector, son, Green, Hale, 


Hooker, King, Kittrell, Latham, Lawhon, Locke. Martin of 


IL, MeClanat, au, MoM Hin, MeAlpin, Melton, Middleton, 
Moore, Norton, Ochiltree. Owings, Parker ot A., Parker of T., 
Parsons, Pettus, Poag, Randolph Richardson, Runnels, Rush- 
ine, Selman. Shaw, Sinith of Harre Smith of Harrison, Sted- 
man, Stout. Tarlton Fayton Phrochinoiton, Prive, “Pruehart, 
West, White, Williams of b. Whew orn. Witt. Wood and 
w orsham—qroran prevent 

On mouon of Mr. Kittrell Mr. Dickson. member elect trom 
the county of Grimes, to fill the \vavaney oeeasioned by the 
resignation of Hon. R. C. Neblett, came forward, presented his 
credentials, took the oath of office and his seat. 

On motion Messrs. Galloway and Thompson, members elect 
trum Rusk and Galveston iespectively came forw ard presented 
their credentials, took the oath ot office and their seats, 

The Speaker then announced the election of Chict Clerk, in 
order, 

Mr. Crosby nominated Hugh H. Haynie, there being no 
other nomination, Messrs. Locke, Randolph and Parker of F, 
Were appointed tellers, and the House proceeded to ballot. 

On telling the vote ıt appeared that Haynie had received 
sixty-seven votes, Stockdale one, and blank one, Haynie hav- 
ing received a majority of all the votes cast, was declared by 
the Speaker, duly elected Chief Clerk of the Tlouse of Rep- 
resentatives. 

The election of first Assistant Clerk being in order, Mr. 
Ardrey put in nomination Thos. P. Ochiltree, Mr. T rigg nomi- 
nated R, M. Castleman. On telling the vote if appeared that 

hos. P. Ochiltree had received forty votes, Castleman thirty. 
Ochiltree having received a majority of all the votes cast was 


4. 
deciarsd dv the Speaker, duly elected first Assistant Clerk, 
of the House of Representatives. 

Election of second Assistant Clerk being in order, Mr. Mce- 
Millin nominated F. L. Dennison, Mr. Dickson of G. nomina- 
ted W. G. Thomas, Mr. Brown nominated T. J. Patterson, Mr, 
Smith of Harris nominated W. L. Chalmers, and Mr. Throck- 
morton nominated James S. Gillett. There being no other nomi- 
nations, the House proceeded to ballot. On telling the vote, it 
appeared that Dennison had received 12 votes, Chalmers 38, 
Thoma» 14, Patterson 10, and Gillett 1. No candidate having 
received a majority, the House proceeded to a second ballot, 
Mr. SicMillin withdrew the name of Dennison, Mr. Brown 

withdrew the name of T. J. Patterson, on telling the vote it 
appeared that Thomas had received 24 votes, Chalmers 48, Gil- 
lett 1. Patterson 1. W. L. Chalmers having received a ma- 
jority of all the votes cast, was declared by the Speaker, duly 
elected second Assistant Clerk. 


The election of Kngrossing Clerk, being next in order. 


Mr. Norton nominated J. R. Everett, 
* Williams of S, . nominated A. S. Harper, 
>o Dennis Chas Coney, 
Trigg e R. M. Castleman, 
Qn telling the vote it appeared that, 
Everett had received 27 votes. 
Harper. e< 6 6 
Coney, e v4 s 
Castleman, °° iy “ 


No candidate having received a inajoritv, the House pro- 
ceedel to a second ballot, the name of Mr. Harper was with- 
drawn. 

On telling the vote it appeared that. 


Ey erett had received 23 votes. 
Coney, 6 97 b 
Castleman, e 16 ë 


The House proceeded to a third ballot, aud on telling the 
wate it appeared that, 


Everett had received . 88 votes. 
‘ Coney. 37 v4 

Castleman. Qf 

Blank, 1 & 


‘Chas. Coney having received a majority of all the yofes, was 
declared by the Speaker, duly elected Engrossivg Clerk, House 
of Representatives, | 

Nominations for Enrolling Clerk, being in order. 


~~ 


2 
Mr. Darden ot G. nominated B. E. Roper, 
=- Throckmorton, . O. E. Jefferson, 
& Wit, s E. F. Calhoun, 


On telling the vote, 1t appeared that Roper had received 35 
votes, Jefferson 30 votes, and Calhoun 7. No candidate having 
received a majority of all the votes cast, the House proceeded 
to ballot a second time, and upon telling the vote, it appeared 
that, i i 


Roper had recerved 43 votes, 
Jalboun, i 
Jefferson, B0 


B. E. Roper having received a majority of ali the votes cast, 
was declared by the Speaker, elected Enrolling Clerk. 

Mr. Crosby offered the following Resolution : : 

Resolved, That there be elected a Sergeant-at-armg for the 
House of Representatives at the present session, and that the 
Speaker appotnt two or more youths, to act as pages, whose sal- 
arv Shall be $1,50 per day, tor the present session. 

On motion of Mr. Trigg. resolution was faid on the table by 
the following vote: 

Yras—Messrs. Ardrey, Arnold, Askew, Brown, Burress, 
Urabbe, Dalrymple, Darden of C., Dickson of G., Galloway, 
Hooker, King, Kittrell, Latham, Lawhon, Locke, Martin of Hl, 
MeAlpin, McMillin. Melton, Merrick, Middleton, Moore, Nor- 
ton. Parker of A., Parsons, Pettus, Poag, Randolph, Richard- 
son, Runnels, Rushing, Shaw, Selman, Stout, Tarlton, Trigg, 
Truehart, White, Willams of S., Wood and Worsham—4}. 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Bonner, Busby, Chariton, 
Cleveland of L., Crosby, Dancy, Darden of G., Davis, Dennis, 
Dickson of R., Dougherty, Ector, Ellison, Francis, Gay, Green, 
Jale, Martin of L, MeClanahan, Ochiltree, Owings, Parker of 
T, Smith of Harris, Stedman, Throckmorton, Thompson, 
West, Williams of E., and Witt—3l 

The election of Sergeant-at-arms being in order, 


Mr. Merrick nominated. W. B. Meshan, 
“o Wet > b —— Menard. 
Dancy ú W. J. Norton, 


On telling the vote, m appeared that MeShan received 65 
votes, Menard 10, and Norton 1. 

W.B. McShan having received a Majority of all tne votes 
cast, was declared duly elected Seargeant-at-arms of the House 
of Representatives. 

: The election of an Assistant Sergeant-at-arms being in or- 
er, : 


Mr. Wood nominated, B. Davis. 


E pOT 
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& Charlton es TP. Plastets. - - 
- & Locke. - —— Armstrong, : 
“. Ellison i Menard. 
“« Parsons oe  §.AV, Charles. 
«o Williams of 8.“ S, T. Burns. >- 
s Daney j CU. A. Hopkins and §. B. -Wood. 


On telli ing the vote, it appeared ae t Davis received four 
votes, Plasters 26, Armstrong 15, Menard 4, Charles 7 , Burns 8, 
Hopkins 9, and Wood none. 

The names of Messrs. Davis, Charles, Wood, and Nene: 
being withdrawn, the House proceeded to a second ballot: and 
it appeared on telling the vote, that Plasters had received 39 
votes, Armstrong 14, “Burns 10, and Hopkins 7. 3 

T. P. Plasters having received a majority of all the vetes east, 
was declared duly elected Assistant Sergeant-at-arms. 

The House then proceeded to the election of. Door- -Keeper ; 
nominations being in order. 


Mr. Witt nominated. f Weaver., 

4o White ~ . —— Mangum. 
= Owings “ - H. Johns. 

+ Dancy * Wheeler. 


There being no other nominations, the House proceeded to 
ballot. 

On telling the vote, it appeared that Weaver received 41 
votes, Mangum 28 votes, Johns 3 votes, aud Wheeler 1 vote. 

Weaver having received a majority of all the votes, was 
declared duly elected Door-Keeper of the House of Represen- 
tatives. 

The House then proceeded to the election of Assistant Door- 


Keeper. - 
Mr. Adrian Lominated ; —— Melton. 
© Ector n Boggess. 
“o Owiugs s L M. Blackwell. 
AY iliaws, of Lamar, nominated Baker. 


On telling the vote appeared that Melton had received 22 
votes, Boggess, 24 votes, Blackwell 5 votes, Baker 18, and 
blank, one Yote. 

No candidate having received a majority, the Honse pro- 
ceeded to a second balot. 

Melton received 23 votes, Boggess 29, Blackwell 4, Baker 
16, and blank 1. f 

The names of Messrs. Baker and Blackwell being withdrawn, 
the House proceeded to a third ballot. 

On telling the vote A appeared oe Boggess had received 3 3a 
votes, and Melton 3 


T 


Melton having received a majority of all the votes cast, was 
declared duly elected Assistant Door-Keeper. |... o 
Mr. Ochiltree offered the following resolution» >- ` 
Resolved, That the office of Messenger to the House of Rep- 
resentatives, be, and the sameis hereby created—adopted.” __ 
The House then proceeded to the election of Messenger.— 
Nominations being in order, 


Mr. Ochiltree nominated Benj. White. 
Merrick $ - Robt. Cotter. 
“ Dancy eo 7 $ = Huling. 


On telling the vote, it appedred that Cotter had received 44 
votes, White 25 votes, and Huling 2 votes. Robt. Cotter hav- 
ing received a-majority of all the votes cast, was declared by 
the Speaker, duly elected Messenger for the House of Repre- 
sentatives, for the present session. 

The officers elected then came forward, and were qualified. 
: By leave, Mr. Dancy, chairman of committee, appointed to 
investigate all matters relating to the expenditure of money, 
appropriated for the erection of the Capitol, and the purchase 
of furniture for the Capitol, made the following report: 

To the Honorable 7. P. Bee, | 
Speaker, of the House of Representaties : 

‘The committee, appointed to investigate all matters relating 
to the expenditure of the money appropriated for the construc- 
tion of the Capitol, and the purchase of furniture for the Capi- 
tol, met in the city of Austin on the 5th June, and have been 
in session, excepting an adjournment of a few. days, ever since. 
We have taken the testimony of witnesses, and would have 
been ready to report, but Mr. Kirk, and the Commissioners, 
Swisher & Haynie, asked for time to make a further showing, 
A copy of the testimony has been prepared for the Commis. 
sioners, and as soon as they prepare their statements, the com- 
mittee will be ready to make out their report. 

The committee therefore ask leave to continue their session 
until the 17th of this month, if it should be necessary for 
them to do so. J. W. DANCY, 

Chairman. 

Report received. . 

On motion of Mr. Brown, the rule was suspended, report 
taken up, adopted, and the time asked for allowed. 

On motion of Mr. Brown, Mr. Thompson was added to the 
committee on the judiciary and internal improvements. 

Mr. Rushing offered the following resolution : 

Fesolved, That the thanks of this Honse are due, and heraby 
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tendered to Thos..J. Johnson-for the faithful discharge of the 
duties of Engrossing Clerk.of this House during the early part 
of the present session—adopted. 


p motion the House adjourned until to morrow 8} o'clock, 
A. M. 


House oF REPRESENTATIVER, } 
Avstin, July 8th, 1856. 

House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 

present—Journals of yesterday read and adopted. 
5 PETITIONS. 

Mr. Adrian presented the petition of sundry citizens of 
Smith county, settlers on an eleven league grant, known as the 
seven league claim; referred to Select Committec, consisting 
of Messrs. Thompson, Davis, Dickson of Grimes, Ardrey. and. 
Ochiltree. . 

Mr. Williams of S., presented the petition of W. Bently; 
referred to Committee No. 1., on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Stedman presented the petition of sundry citizens of 
Rusk county, to incorporate a Church and Academy; refer- 
red to Committee on Education. 

Mr. Middleton presented the petition of Martin Clark; re- 
ferred to Committee No. 1., on Private Land Claims. 

Mr: Galloway presented the petition of sundry citizens of 
Rask, Cherokee and Shelby counties, asking for the creation 
of.a new county; referred to Committee on County Bounda- 
Tres. 

Mr. Locke presented the petition of sundry citizens of Up- 
shur and Harrison counties, asking a change in the county 
line between said counties ; referred to a Select Committee. 

‘Mr. Moore presented the petition of Sam. H. McGee; refer- 
red to Judiciary Committee. 

Mr. Busby presented the petition of the heirs of John Mar- 
lin: referred to Committee on Public Debt. 

‘Mx. Bee presented the petition of County Court ot Newton 
county ; referred to select committee, consisting of Messrs. 
Parker of T., Locke, White, Latham, and Randolph. 

Mr. Selman presented the petition of Wm. Y. Lacy, admin- 
istrator of W. K. Lacy; referred to committee No. 2, on Pri- 
vate Land Claims. 

Mr. Cleveland presented the petition of sundry citizens of 
‘Uvalde and Medina counties; referred to committee on Mih- 
tary Affairs. 

A message was received from the Senate-announcing to the 
‘Honse, that Senators Lott, Hord and Russell, had been appoint- 
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ed on the part of the Senate to inform the Governor that the 
Legislature had re-assembled and were ready to-proceed to 
business. 

Mr. Tarlton presented the petition of the Young Men of 
Marshall, asking the incorporation of an Infantry Company ; 
referred to committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. Latham presented the petition of the citizens of LaBa- 
bia; referred to a select committee of five. 

Mr. West presented the petition of Nicholas B. Waters ; 
referred to committee No. 1, on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Middleton presented the petition of Charlotte Evans ; 
referred to committee on Private Land Claims No. 1. 

Mr. Darden of G., presented the petition of M. W . Dikes.; 
referred to the committee on Private Land Claims No. 2. 

Mr. MeMillin presented the petition of sundiy citizens of 
Erath county ; referred to committee on County Boundaries. 

Mr. Locke, by leave offered the following Resolution: 

Resolved, That the Speaker of the House appoint a com- 
mittee of three to act with a like committee of the Senate, and 
inform the Governor, that the Legislature is ready tor business, 
and the reception of any communication His Excellency may 
choose to make.—Adopted. . 5 

The Speaker appointed Messrs. Locke, Arnold, and ‘TEhomp- 
son, said committee. ee au 

Mr. Cleveland of B., presented the petition of Francisco 
Antonio de las Rios; referred to committee Ne. 1., on Private 
Land Claims. 

Mr. Ardrey presented the petition of the County Court of 
Newton county ; referred to a select commiites. 

Mr. Parker of T., presented the petition of T, O. Ellis; re- 
ferred to committee No. 1., on Private Land claims.  _ 

And the petition of seven hundred and ninety-eight citizens 
praying to be secnred in their homes within.the Mississipp) 
and Pacific Railroad reserve; referred to the committee on 
Internal Improvements. 

Mr. Middleton presented the petition of S, Te McGrew; re 
ferred to committee No. L, on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Norton presented the petition of Peter Dawel; referred 
ta.committee on Private Land Claims No. L. 

Mr. Bee presented the petition of Robt. A. Casein; referred 
-to committee on public lands. l 2 . 

Mr. McClanahan presented the petition of Wm. Herring- 
ton; referred to judiciary committee. 

Mr. Tarlton presented the’petition of Jno. F. Womack, Sher- 
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iff of Harrison county; referred to -cammittee on elaims and 
accounts, 

Mr. Stout presented the petition of the citizens of the town l 
Quitman ; referred to judiciary committee. 

Mr. Reeves presented the petition of Joseph Morison : re- 
ferred to committee No. L., on private land claims. 

Mr, Randolph presented the- petition of E. Clapp and P. 
Robbins; referred to committee No. 2. on private land claims. 

Mr. Throckmorton presented the petition of the -heirs of 
Joseph Jones: referred to committee No. % on private land 
claims. 

Mr. Deunis presented the petition: 7 the E of Daniel 
Elam deceased ; referred to committee on, claims and accounts. 

My. Ardrey presented the application of W. B. Andrews for a 
pension: referred to committee on Finance. 


BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS. 


Mr, Ochiltree introduced a bill to suppress trade and barter 

rith slaves; read first and second time, and referred to the 
committee on slaves and slavery. 

Anda bill to prevent slaves from owning certain property 
therein named ; read first and second time, and referred to the 
committee on slaves and slavery. 

Mr. West introduced a bill for the improvement of the Capi- 
tol grounds; read first and second time, and referred to the 
committee on public buildings. 

Mr. Rus hing introduced a bill to amend the second section 
of an act to incorporate the town of Rusk; read first and se- 
cond time, and referred to the committee on State affairs. 

Mr. West introduced a bill to proyide for the safe keeping of 
the Capitol building when the Legislature is not in session ; 
read first and second time, aud referred to the committee on 
public buildings. 

Mr. Dickson: of G., introduced a bill for the valiaf of W. 
Marion; read first and second time, and referred to com- 
mittee No. 1, on private land claims. 


Mr. Tarlton introduced a bill to incorporate the Luther Rice 
Baptist Female Institute; read first and second time, and re- 
ferred to the committee on Education. 


Mr. West introduced a bill to incorporate the Chapman 
Canal company; read first andsecond time, and referred to the 
committee on State Affairs. 


Mr. Dickson of G., infroduced a bill to incorporate the town 


of ‘Anderson; read first and second time, and referred to the 
committee on State affairs. 


Mr. West offered the following Resolution : a 

Resolved, That the Governor be- ‘requested, at the earliest. 
opportunity, to furnish the House of Repré§tntatives with all 
the information in his possession, in reference to the building 
of the Governor's House, the selection of the site for the same, 
andalso as to the contract for building the new Land Office, and 
that the Speaker be authorized to take steps necessary to fur- 
nish the Governor. with a copy of this Resolution. 

Laid on the table one day for consiferation. 

Mr. Locke introduced a bi l for the relief of Jas. M. M oore; 
read first and second time, and referred to committee on pri- 
vate land claims No Ll. ù - i 

Mr. West offered the following resolation : . 

Resolved, That the resolution heretofore adopted by this 
House, excluding persovs from this Hall, be, and the same is 
hereby rescinde. Adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Merrick, the House went into tke election 
ci a Reporter for the House of Representatives, by the follow- 

“ing vote: 

YEAS. = Messrs. Speaker, Arnold, Askow, Burress, Busby, 
Darden of C., Davis, Dennis, Dickson of G., Dougherty, Gallo- 
way, Gay, Gre Oi. Latham, Lawhon, McClanahan, ‘Merrick, 
Moore, Norton, Ochiltree, Owings, Parsons, Pettus, Poag, 
Reeves, Richardson, Rushing, Sayles, Smith of Harris, Stout, 
Throckmorton, ‘Thompson, Truehart, White, Williams of L., 
and Williams of S.—36. 

Navys.— Messrs. Adrian, Ardrey, Bonner, Crabbe, Dalrymple, 
Dancer, Darden of G., Dickson of R. R., Francis, Halo, Hooker, 
King, Kittrell, Locke, Martin of H., Martin of L., McAlpin, 
MeMill; lin, Melton, Middleton, Parker of A., Parker of T., 
Randolph, Runnels, Selman, Shaw, Stedman, Tarlton, Trigg, 
West, Wood and Worsham—332. 

My.-Ochiltree nominated Mr. Weeks ; ; no other nominations. 

On motion of Mr Brown, Mr. Weeks was declared Reporter 
of the House of Representatives by acclamation. 

Mr. Sayles offered the following resolution. 

Resolved, That the cSmmittee on education, be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of so amending the — Article 
of the Constitution, as to remove the inhibition therein con- 
tained against the sale of the School Lands, so as to bring the 
said lands into market and make them available tothe counties 
interested—Adopted. 

-Mr. Darden of C., offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on judiciary, be requested to 
inquire into the expediency of the publication of the Statutes 


12 
atlarge of the Republic and State of Texas, the laws of Goa- 
huila and Texas, Austin’s Pamphlet, and such of the general 
laws,.of the Repatic of Mexico, as effect the jurisprudence of 
this State, and that said committee report by bill or otherwise. 
‘Adopted. | 

Mr, Ardrey introduced a bill for the relief of Lewis Latham ; 
read first and second time, and referred to the committec on 
private land claims No. 1. 

The Speaker then annotinced Messrs. Owings, Norton, Brown 
and Cleveland of B., as a committee on the petition of the 
citizens of LaBahia. 

On motion of Mr. Dennis the vote referring the petition of 
Daniel Elain to the committee on claims and accounts, was 
reconsidered and the petition referred to the cominittee on pub- 
lie debt, 

On motion of Mr. Wood, Mr. Galloway was added to the 
committee. un Privileges and Elections, judiciary, education 
and county boundaries. 

On motion of Mr. West, Mr. Dickson of Grimes was added 
to all the committees on which his predecessor Mr. Neblett 
served. | 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, Mr. Locke was added to the com- 
mittee on privileges and elections, and Mr. Wood to the com- 
mittee on Education. 

‘Phe hour having arrived the special order of the Gay for 
9 o'clock viz: . l 

A Senate biil on its gd reading in the House, to ascertain 
the legal claims for land and money against the State of Texas, 
was taken up. 

On motion of M:. Davis, the bill was referred to the jadi- 
ciary committee and one hundred copies ordered to be prim- 
ted. i 

Mr. Brown ufferred tne following resolution : 

Resolved, That the resolution of this Honse, known as the 
“alphabetical rule,” be, and the same is hereby rescinded. 
On motion of Mr. Stedman, laid on the table until to morrow 
morning. 

Mr. Locke made the following report : 

Hon. H. P. Bee, Speaker of the House of lepresentateves. 

Your joint committee, appointed to inform the Governor, 
that the Legislature was organized and ready for the reception 
of any communication he might think proper to make, ask 
leave to report that they have discharged their dnty and ask 
to be-discharged. 

LOCKE, Chairman. 
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Report accepted. _ oo 

Mr. Stedman offered the following resolution. . t ©. 

Resolved, That the Sergeant at Arms be instructed to fur- 
nish each member of the House with a copy,ef the journal 
-aad laws of the Session of the Legislature of 1855 and.1856. 
Adopted. De i 

- Mr. Ochiltree offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That itis the sense of this House, that it would-be 
inexpedient to adopt the code of Civil and Criminal Procedure, 
reported to the Legislature by the Commussicners appointed for 
that purpose under the Act approved A.D. 1854. 

Referred to a select committee consisting of a member. from 
gach Judicial District. ` ., 

The following message was then received irom His Exellén- 
cv the Governar : 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE, 
Austin, Texas. 7th July, 1856. 
GENTLEMEN CE THE SENATE 
AND OF THE House or Representatives: 

Í congratulate you on vour return to the Capital to resume 
the labors of sour Session. The extreme heat renders this an 
unfavorable season for legislation, yet, L trust that you will be 
able speedily to perfect those measures, which the public inter 
est demands, and return in health te your homes. 

Most of the important questions that will occupy your atten- 
tien, were so fally discussed in the communication I had the 
honer to make at the commencement of your Session, that I do 
not deem it necessary, at this time, to do more in regard to 
them, than fo urge vour adoption of such as have not been 
nalit acted upon. l , l 

One of the subjects that will claim: rauch of vour attention, 
will ve the reports of the Coumissioners appointed to prepare 
a Code, amending, supplying, revising, digesting and arranging 
the laws, civil and criminal, of the State. 

Trese Reports cousist, Ist of a Code of Civil Procedure; 2nd 
a Gode of Criminal Procedure; 8rd a Penal Code; and 4th a 
Revision of our Statute Laws of a general nature. I have ex- 
aained all of these reports with much care, and while 1 find 
some objections to tuem, I believe ther are a great improve- 
ment upon our present very defective laws, and that their adop- 
tion, with some modifications, will give usa basis upon which 
a sew rears of experience, will enable us to erect as good a, 
system of laws as is possessed by any State in the Uniom 

if is co be expected that the reports will-meet with opposi- 
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to say, that a majority of the legal profession are generally to 
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tion, for no great reforms in the principles or the practice of the 
law, have ever been introduced into any country; without en- 
countering strong opposition froma large class, who are always 
averse to any gnnovations upon established usages, and I regret 


be fonnd in that class. 
I trast, however, that.a majority of the Legislature will not 
be influenced by any such considerations, but that they will 
in obediense to what I believe to be the public sentiment of the 
State, give to these reports a careful examination, and adopt 
them with such amendments as may appear to be necessary. 
While it is the general expectation that your time will be 
mainly occupied in the perfection of such measures as were 
deft nufinisived at the closc of the first part of your Session, there 
is one measure of acknowledged interest to the entire State 
which I consider it my duty to press upon your consideration. 
This is the adoption of some system for the survey and sale of 
our publie domain, which has heretofore been prevented, on 
account of the iien hanging over it, for the security of our pub- 
lig debt, which is now happily extinguished. 
it occurs to me that a system similar to that practiced by 
the United States, is the best that can be devised, and that the 
minimum price of their sale, should be established at one dol 
lar per acre, which is one-fifth less than the minimnm price of 
the United States, whose lands are generally far inferior in 
value to ours. ; 
Any system: that may be adopted, shonld contain a provision i 
for the protection of actual settlers, by which, when any lands im 
are brought into market, they shonld have the first right tom 
take, at their option, a quarter or half a section including their Bm 
improvements, at the minimam price established by law form 
their sale. l ; . 
The proceeds of the sale of our peblic lands, E think, should 
constitute a fund to be hereafter appropriated for purposes ol i 
education and internal improvements. = 
In connection with the adoption of any system for the salem 
of these lands, a law should be passed, Hmiting the time with i 
in which all claims upon them should be located and surveyed, 
or be thereafter forever barred. l 
There ig much uncertainty in regard to the time when the 
act to fix the salaries -of the Judges of the Supreme and Disp 
trict Couris takes effect. : 
One Judge was elected the day: before its passage, whup 
could not qualify. according to law, until sixty days afterwards $ 
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Another has been elected since its passage, and an election for 


all the Judges of the-Supreme Court and most of the other. 


Jtidges of: the District Courts will be beld on the first Monday 
in August next. It therefore. becomes important to remove 
-this uncertainty, either by the passage of a law declaring the 
intention of the Legislature on the subject, at the time of its 
_ enactment, if such a course shall be deemed consistent with 
the Constitution, or by. the passage of a Jaw. declaring that the 
act shall take effect immediately. a 

l indulge the hope, that a spirit of harmony and con- 
elation will prevail in all your deliberations, and T assure 
you that I shall most cheerfully co-operate with yowin all 
measures calculated to promote the weliare of our common 
conshtnents. ` 

_ E. M. PEASE. 

On notion of Mr, Locke 100 copies of the Governors Message 
ordered to be, printed. 

On motion of Mr. Ochiltree, all that part which related to 
the codes, referred to a select committee of one from cach Judi- 
cial District. 

Qn motion of Mr. Kittrell, that portion relating to publie 
land, referrcd toa committee of one from cach Judicial District. 

Mr. Dancy called up a Senate bil] supplemental to an Act 
of 28th February, 1840, concerning wills: read 2d tine. 

Mr. Parsons moved the passage of the bill toa 3d reading. 

Mr. Ochiltree moved to postpone the bil] nntit Tuesday, 10 
oelock—lost. l f i 

On motion, thé House adjourned unti! 8 o'clock to-morrow 
A. M.—pending motion to pass'ihe bill toa 3q reading. 


_ House oF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Agstix, duly 9, 1836. i 

House met pursuant to adjóurnment--roll called-—quorum 
present—Journal of yesterday read and adopted. : 

On motion of Mr. Talion, Mr. Smith, of Harrison, was 
excused from -ttendance on the Honse, on account of indispo- 
sition. 

On motion of: Mr. Rushing, Mr. Taylor was excused from 
attendance on the House, on account of indisposition. 

‘On motion of Mr. Busby, Messrs. Dickson, of G., Green and 
‘Farlton were added- to the committee on privileges and elec- 
tions. an m 

On motion of Mr. Throckmorton, Mr. Dickson, o` Grimes, 
was added to the committee on internal improvements. 
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The Speaker then announced the following select commit- - 
tees: Committee on the petition to change the boundary line. 
‘between Upshur and Harrison coúnties—Messrs. Wood, Tarl- 
ton, Burress, McAlpin, and Locke. 

Committee on the part of the Governor’s message which re- 
lates to the Code: Messrs Ochiltree, Thompson, West, Sayles, 
Cleveland, of B., Parsons, Tompkins, Green, Davis, ‘Darden, 
of G., Crosby, Latham, Shaw, Owings, Cleveland, of L., and 
Reeves. 

On that portion of the Governors message, which refers to 
surveying the public lands: Messrs. Kittrell, Dennis, Dancy, 
McMillin, Arnold, Lawhon, Tarlton, Williams of L., Rush- 
ing, White, Crosby, Norton, Middleton, McCown, Charlton, 
and Parker, of T. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr. Cleveland, of B., presented the petition of J. B. Brown’ 

"isg; referred to committee on private land claims, No. 2. 
ir. Rushing presented the petition of David Cook: refer- 
red to cominittee on State affairs. = 

Mr. Pettus presented the petition of Andrew Daverty ; refer- 
. red to Coremittee No. 2, on private land claims. 

Mr. Owings presented the petition of Joseph H. Renard; 
referred to committee on claims and accounts. 

Mr. Kittrell presented the petition of P. G. Maffatt; refer- 
red to committee No. 1, on private land claims. 

Mr. Worsham presented the petition of M. P. Sharp; refer- 
red to committee on State affairs. 

Mr. McClanahan presented the petition of Thos. Price and 
others; referred to committee No. 2, on private land claims. § 
Mr. Charlton presented the petition of P. E. Gregaw ; refer- 
red to committee No. 1, on private land claims. : 

And the petition of Ellington Dickey; referred to commit- $ 
tee No. 1, on private land claims. 

Mr. Dougherty presented the petitions of Wm. Stephenson, 
and of the heirs of Daniel McKinney; both referred to com- & 
mittee on private land claims No. 1. 

Mr. Brown presented the petition of ninety-four citizens of § 
Galveston county, asking a donation of land to the children of $ 
Godfred Miller; referred to committee No. 1, on private land § 
claims. i 

Mr. West presented the petition of Sampson & Henricks, 
and Spence & Tumey: referred to committee on claims and 
accounts. 

Mr. Darden, of G., presented the petition of C. O. DeWitt: & 
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referred to committee on roads, bridges and ferries; petition 
of Jas. Hodges; referred to committee on claims and accounts, 
and the petition of John Mooney; referred to committee on 
internal improvements. 

Mr. Tarlton presented the petition of sundry citizens of Har- 
rison county, in behalf of J. H. Batte and J. H. Ballard; refer- 
ved to judiciary committee. 
| Mr. Ochiltree presented the petition of E. W. Cave; referred 
f to committee on claims and accounts. | 
I Mr. Dennis presented the petition of Nicholas George, de- 
l ceased, referred to public debt committee. 
£ Mr. Owings presented the petition of Francisco Lopez; re- 
Í ferred to committee No. 1, on private land claims. 
| Mr. Parker, of 'T., presente} the petition of the citizens of 
f Denton Land District, relative to the removal of the office of 
E District Surveyor; referred to committee on publie lands. 
$ Mr. Ochiltree, chairman of the committee on slaves and 
E slavery, made the following report: 

| The committee on slaves and slavery, to whom the subject 
was referred, sk leave to report the following bill, providing 
for the capture of ruraway slaves, who have fled to the Repub- 
lic of Mexico, and co the territory West of the Rio Grande 
| River, and recommend its passage. | 
Report received, and bill read first time. 
| Mr. Ardrey, one of the committee on claims and accounts, 
m wade the following report: 
f The committee on claims and accounts, to whom has been 
Breferred the petition and accompanying accounts of B. Basford, 
go! Travis county, asking relief for certain fees of office rendered 
Bby him as clerk of the District Court of Travis county, in cer- 
stain criminal cases, that have been disposed ot by said Court, in 
Bwhich the parties accused have not been convicted, amounting 
gio $873.15, have instructed me to make the following report 
gihereon: That said committee have had the said account under 
particular consideration and examination, and also the laws 
nder which it is supposed by them that petitioner claims to 
Have relief granted him by this Legislature, and they have 
been unable to find any other law of the Republic or State of 
texas that authorizes and requires the accounting officers to 
allow and audit claims of this character, or any of the Treasury 
bficers to pay them except an act of the Congress of the late 
Republic of Texas, entitled ** An Act amending the Judiciary 
aws of the Republic,” approved 18th December, 1837, which 
provides, that in all criminal trials, where the party accused, 
pe be convicted, or being convicted, shall not be able to 
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pay the costs of prosecution, the said costs-shall be paid by the 
Republic, upon the certificate of the judge, which shall bea 
sufficient voucher fer the auditor to andit and allow the same. 

This law continued in force until’ 18th May, 1846, when it 
was expressly repealed by the 158th section of an Act of the 
Legislature of the State of Texas, entitled “An Act to regu- 
late the proceedings in the District Court;” which Act was in 
torce on or about the 22nd June, 1846. Since that time no 
other statute, making provisions for the payment of any such 
claims, has been passed. 

It appewrs from the items in the account, made out and sworn | 
to by Mr. Basford, and by him presented to the Hon. Wm, E. | 
Jones, then presiding Judge of the District Court of Travis 
county, on the 9th April, 1851,and by him approved for 
$373.15, that very nearly.all of these fees accrued to him since 
the 22nd June, 1846, and after the repeal of the statute, under | 
which he claims that the State is indebted to him. The only | 
amount of the account which appears to be hefore that time, is | 
the sum of $14.55, which, had he presented in due time, to the | 
Comptroller of Public Accounts, authenticated as required by | 
that Act, no doubt would have been allowed him, as required | 
by law; but this not having been done, we concur that he is | 
not entitled to any relief. : 

The committee therefore recommend that the claim for relief 
made by Mr. Basford, be dismissed from further consideration 
of this Honorable Legislature. | 
BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS. | 

Mr. Dickson of G., introduced a Bill for the relief of Edward | 
B. Davis—read Ist and 2nd times, and referred to Committee | 
No. 1, on private Jand claims. | 

. Mr. McClanahan introduced a bill for the relief cf Reese D. & 
` Price—read Ist and Znd times, and referred to Committee No. | 
2, on private laud claims. 

Mr Tarlton introduced a Bill to authorize and require clerks 
to apportion causes on the Dockets of District Courts—read Ist | 
and 2d times, and referred to committee on judiciary. 

Mr. Brown introduced a Bill for the relief of the heirs of 
Benj. Stone, deceased—read Ist and 2d times, and referred to | 
committee on private land claims no 1, and the following Res- 
olution : 

Resolved, That the committee on “federal relations be in- 
structed to enquire into the expediency of recommending to 
Congress the establishment of additional mail routes, especially 
through the new counties? in this State, and that they be re- 
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quired to report by bill or otherwise as early as practicable— 
Adopted. 

Mr. Dickson ot R. R., introduced a bill to incorporate the 
Sulphur Fork Navigation Company; read ist and 2nd times, 
and referred to committee on internal improvements. 

Mr. Bonner introdneed a hill to incorporate Wildy Lodge 
No 21, L. 0.0. F. _ 

Mr. Poag introduced a bill for relief of Henry Hilton; read 
ist and 2d times, and referred to committee No 2, on private land 
claims. 

Mr. Ardrey introduced a bill for the relief of Edward Teal; 
read lst and 2d times, and referred to committee on claims and 
accounts. 

Mr. Brown offered a joint *Fesolution to urge an appropria- 
tion for the erection of a brakewater, off the bar at Galves- 
ton; read Ist and 2d times, and referred to committee on 
federal relations. 

Mr, Ardrey introduced a bill for the relief of the heirs-at- 
law of Franklin M. Brown; read ist and 2d times, and referred 
to committee No 2, on private land claims. 

Mr. Ector offered the following resolution : 


Resolved, That the Speaker ot the House appoint a com-- 


mitte of 5 to meet with a committee of 3 from the Senate, to 
report a bill, the object of which, shall be to enable Giles. 8. 
Boggess, who was appointed paymaster by the Governor of the 
State, to pay the six companies of Mounted Volunteers that 
were mustered into the service of the State of Texas, on the 
first day of November, 1854, to settle with the State, his ac- 
count as paymaster—Adopted. 

Mr. Adrian offered the following resolation: 

Resolved, That the House go into an election of Chaplain, 
to fill the vacancy of the Rev. H. L. Powel. — 

Mr. Locke moved to strike ont * vacancy.” 

Mr. Ochiltree called for the reading of the letters of the 
Rev. H. L. Powel declining the office of Chaplain, objection be- 
ing made, the yeas and nays were called for, and the House 
ordered the reading of the letter by the following vote:— =| 

Yeras.—Messrs. Bell, Brown, Burress, Cleveland of B, 
Dancy, Darden of O., Darden of G., Davis, Dickson of G,. Ec- 
tor, Ellison, Francis, Galloway, Gay, Hale, Hooker, Latham, 
Lawhon, Martin of H., McAlpin, McClanahan, MeMillin, 
Melton, Merrick, Middleton, Norton, Ochiltree, Owings, Par- 
ker of A., Parker of T., Parsons, Rushing, Sayles, Selman, 
Shaw, Stedman, Stout, Tariton, Throckmorton, Thompson, 
Tompkins, Trigg, Truehart, West and Wood—4é. 
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Nays.—Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, Bonner, Busby, 


Green, Junker, King, Kittrell, Locke, Martin of L., McCown, 
Pettus, Poag, Randolph, Richardson, Runnels, Smith of Har- 
is, White, Williams.of 8. A. and Worsham—27. 

Mr. Dancy offered the following as a substitute for the reso- 
lution : - 

Resolued, That the Chief Clerk be required to read the con- 
eluding prayer of H. L. Powei’s letter every morning as soon 
as the House assembles, as a substitute of prayers by a Chap- 
lain. 

Sir. Adrian moved to lay the-substitnte on the table. 

Mr. Ochiltree moved to lay the resolution and substitute on 
the table, a division of the quéStion was called for, and the 
question being upon laying Mr. Dancy’s substitute on the table, 
the seas and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

Yras.—Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Arnold, Bell, Bonner, 
Brown, Burress, Busby, Cleveland of L., Cleveland of B., Crabbe, 
Dalrymple, Darden of C., Darden of G., Dennis, Dickson of G, 
Douzherty, Ector, Ellison, Francis, Galloway, Gay, Green, 
Hale, Ilcoker, Junker, King, Kittrell, Latham, Lawhon, 
Locke, Martin of H., Martin of L, McAlpin, McOlannehan, 
McCown, McMillin, Melton, Merrick, Middleton, Norton, Ow- 
ings, Parker of A., Parker of T., Pettus, Randolph, Reeves, 
Ricuardson, Rushing, Sayles, Selman, Smith of Harris, Sted- 
man, Stout, Tarlton, Tompkins, Truehart, White, Williams, of 
So Witt, Wood and Worsham—62. 

Nays.—Mesare. Ardrey, Dancy, Davis, Dickson of R.R, 
Parsuns, Poag, Runnels, Shaw, Throckmorton, Tompkins, 
Trigg and West—12. 

So the Substitute was laid on the table 

The following resolutions were then taken from the Speaker's 
raie: 

Resolved, That the resolution of this House, kndwn as the 
“alphabetical rule,” be, and the same is hereby rescinded— 
laid on the table for 2 weeks. . 

Resolved, “That the Governcr be requested at the earliest op 
portunity, to furnish the House of Representatives with all the 
information in his possession in reference to the building 0 
the Gcvernor’s house, the selection of the site tor the same an 
also as to the contract for the erection of a new Land Office.’”- 
Adopted. 

The question upon ying the resolution on the table wa 
then put and the resolution was laid on the table by the fo 
lowing vote: i 


e 
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Yxsas.—Messrs. Mr. Speaker, Arnold Bonner, Brown, Busby, 
Cleveland of B., Dalrymple, Dancy, Darden of G., Davis, Diek- 
gon of G., Dougherty, Ellison, Francis, Galloway Hale, Hooker, 
Junker, Latham, Lawhon, Martin of H, McCown, McMillin, 
Melton, Merrick, Middleton, Parker of A., Parsons, Poag, Ran- 
dolph, Reeves, Runnels, Sayles, Selman, Shaw, Smith of 
Harris, Stont, Thompson, Trigg, Truehart, West, Witt and 
Wood—43. 

Nayvs.—Messrs, Adrian, Ardrey, Askew, Burress, Cleveland 
of L., Crabbe, Darden of O., Dennis, Dickson of R. R., Gray, 
Green, King, Kittrell, Locke, Martin of L, McAlpin, McClana- 
han, Norton, Ochiltree, Owings, Parker of T.;Pettus, Richard- 
son, Rushing, Stedman, Tarlton, Throckmorton, Tompkins, 
Williams of 5., and Worsham—30. 

A message wag then received from His Excellency the 
Governor. 
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EXBOUTIVE OFFICE, i 
Austin, Texas, 7th July, 1886. 5 
GENTLEMEN oF THE SENATE 
AND oF THE House or REPRESENTATIVES: 


| Tretarn ner ith to the Senate, in which it originated, “An 
| Act to amend the caption and the first and sixteenth sections 
| of an Act to incorporate the Texas Western Railroad Compa- 
| ny, approved February 16th, 1356.” 


The granting of relief to Railroad Companies has became 


f that some uniform rules should be adopted for our government 
} insuch matters. 

| Acts have been passed at this Session giving relief to the 
Í Galveston, Honston and Henderson Company. The Galves- 
f ton and Red River Company, and an Act re-incurporating 
| the Memphis, El Paso and Pacific Company. and npon 
each of @hese Companies. the terms were imposed—of kee 

f ing their principal office on the line of their Road—of hold- 
jing all elections for Directors and other officers in this State, 
and of having a majority of their Directors residents of this 
State; Allot these provisions are salutary and necessary te 
prevent the roads from being managed adverscly to the in- 
terest of our State and citizens, and yet none of these terms 
are imposed upon this company. Why this exception and 
partiality? Is there anything in the previous management of 
this company to entitle it to peculiar favor? On the contrary, 
is it not notorious, that its principal offices have been kept out 
lof the State—that most, if not all its elections for Directors 
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and officers, except the one held since this act has been pend- 
ing, have been held out of the State, and that a large majori- 
ty of its Directors are non-residents. ` 

Only one of the Companies above named, was liable to these 
objections, yet in granting them relief, it was deemed necessa- 
ry to impose these restrictions upon them all, and I can see no 
good reason, why an exception should be made in favor of this 
company. 

x z 

Another objection to this act, is, that it does wot limit the 
time within which it shall be required to survey and section- 
ize the reservation of land granted “by its original Charter. 
That Charter provides that, “when the road or any branch 
thereof shall pass through any public lands, all such lands to 
the depth of three miles from the extension line of the track, 
on each side thereof, shall be and are hereby reserved for the 
State, from and after the time such track shall be fixed ar de- 
signated by survey, recognition or otherwise, and said lands 
as the road is constructed, shall be divided into sections, front- 
ing one mile each, on the road plainly marked, and of these 
reserved lands, the company shall have the right by virtue 
of any of their certificates issued in accorlfince with the 
provisions of this act, to cause to be located, surveyed and 
patented for their use, each alternate section, and the remain- 
ing sections shall continue the property of the State until dis- 
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posed of by the Legislature. 


This reservation is to take effect when the track shalt be jowed 
or designated by survey, recognition or otherwise. The Com- 
pany is not even required to make a record of the designation 
of the track either in the General Land Office, or any District 
Surveyor’s Office, so that the public can ascertain its locality. 
It is not required to be surveyed into sections, any faster than $ 
the road is constructed, and may therefore, with the exception E 
of the first twenty miles, be continued without surveytng or sec- $ 
tionizing for an indefinite period, as the Charter only requires 
the Company to commence its road within four years from its $ 
passage and complete ten miles within five years and twenty $ 
miles in sixyears. This being done, the right to the reserva- 
tion becomes complete, and the Company can keep it fifty or 
one hundred years without surveying or sectionizing it, if they 
choose to take that time to construct the residue of their road. 

Tt should be recollected that the route of this road, is from 
the eastern line of the State to El Paso, and that most of it, at E 
ter crossing the Brazos, passes through land, a large portion off 
which is vacant, and also that this company is operating ong 
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the line of the Mississippi and Pacific road, to which this com- 
pany claims a prior right. 

[ do not now recollect that any other Company has such a 
reservation over a route, where there is any great extent of 
vacant land, except the Memphis, El Paso and Pacifie Compa- 
‘ny, which was re-chartered by this Legislature, and this last 
Company is compelled to survey, sectionize and number all 
the sections and fractional sections of vacant Jand within its 
reservation, and deposit a map of the same in the General Land 
Office, within four years from the first of March 1856, or for— 
feit all rights in the rosg ation. It is also compelled to have 
graded and ready for the iron, at least one hundred miles of 
road within four years fromthe frst of March 1856, or the 
Gharter is to be void. Other onerous restrictions requiring 
the road to be prosecuted to completion in a reasonable time, 
are also imposed as conditions for the reservation. 

The policy of granting such reservations at all, Is a very 
questionable one, and it certainly becomes very objectionable, 
when, as is the case, with the Company named in this act, the 
reservation may be continued for an indefinite peried of time, 
without survey and withont any record thereof either in the 
General Land Office or in the offices of the District Surveyors. 

The first object sought to be effected by this act, is to change 


the name of the Company to that of the Southern Pacific Rail- 


road Company: to this there seems to be no objection. 

The second object is to make legal all the acts heretofore 
done by the Company, and to declare such acts legal and bind- 
ing on all the parties connected therewith. What acts this is 
intended to legalize 1 have no means of knowing, but if it is 
intended to legalize the sale that is generally understood to 
have been made of this Charter, to a company organized under 
the laws of another State, I am unwilling to sanction any such 
proceeding. 

The only remaining object, l can perceive, that is sought to 


be effected by the act, is to relieve the company from the ne- ` 


cessity of completing ten miles of road within five years from 
the passage of its Charter, and to require it only to grade and 
furnish cross-ties for ten miles within that time. If this compa- 
ny has any capital, the task will not be an onerous one, to 
complete the ten miles of road within the time prescribed, 
And if it has not capital sufficient to do that much, after hav- 
ing been organized for several years, it certainly ought not to 
be relieved and continued in the way of other Citizens who 
may be willing to undertake the construction of such a work, 
Besides a failure to construct the ten miles by the 10th of Feb- 
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24 
ruary, 1857, does not forfeit the Charter, but merely forfeits 
the reservation and right to land under the Charter, and the 
ompany will still be entitled under our General Law to six- 
teen sections a mile, if the road was commenced in time, and 
twenty-five miles are completed by the 16th of February, 1858. 

I trust it will not be considered ont of place here, to allude 
to some facts connected with the organization and management 
of this Company. : 

It is a matter of general notoriety, that during the pendency 
of the act to provide for the construction of the Mississppi 
and Pacific Railroad which was.appraged 21st December, 1853, 
the original Company organized under this Charter, filed in 
the General Land Office a designation of their route, and reser- 
yation nearly on the 32d parrallel of North Latitude, and sub- 
sequently made use of the same to control the location of the 
Mississippi and Pacific road, in which-they so far succeded, as 
to induce a portion of the members forming the only Company 
that offered proposals for the construction of that road which 
came within the provisions of the law, first to purchase this 
Charter at the price of six hundred thousand dollars, 

It is also a matter of equal notoriety that those gentlemen 
who thus purchased this Charter, afterwards insisted upon their 
right to retain the contract for the Mississippi and Pacific 
Railroad, on the ground that they had tendered a worthless de- 
posit, the mere offering of which was a gross indignity to the 
State, and that after that contract was declared forfeited, they 
re-organized this Company with the avowed object of prevent- 
ing any other Company from taking that contract, and that 
they have thus far, by representing that they have rights under 
that contract, and also that they have under this Charter’a 
prior reservation over the route, prevented any other proposals 
trom being offered under the law of the 21st of December, 1853. 

Itis worthy of your serious consideration, how-far it is advis- E 
able to grant relief to a company, the controlling members of & 
which have attempted to practice such an imposition upon the $ 
State, and have besides endeavored to defeat its favorite policy- 
of securing the construction of the Pacific road across ou 
Territory under the act passed for that purpose. What guar- 
anty have we that these same members will not continne to 
use this Charter to defeat the policy and interest of the State. $ 

But if any relief is to be granted to this Company, it ought @ 
to be on condition that it consents to such changes in its origi- $ 
nal rights and privileges, and submits to such terms and restric- 
tions as experience has shown to be necessary for the protection ff 
of the public interest. This is the course that this Legislature $ 
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has pursned towards other Companies to which it has granted 
relief, and there is no good reason why this Company should 
form an exception. 

These considerations have compelled me to withhold my ap- 
proval from this act, and to return it to you for your recon- 
gideration. 

E. al. PEASE. 

A bill concerning Wills again taken up. 

A message was received from the Senate announcing to the 
House that the Senate had appointed Senators Lott, Taylor of 
H., and Hord, a committee on the part of the Senate, to devise 
some mode to authorize Giles 8. Boggess, Paymaster, to settle 
with the State. 

The Speaker announced Messrs. Ector, Davis, Owings, Ochil- 
tree and Latham, a committee to act with the committee of 
, the Senate appointed to devise some mode to authorize Giles 
Boggess, Paymaster, to settle with the State. 

Mr. Sayles offered a substitute for the bill. — - 

Mr. Stedman offered an amendment to the snbstitnte. 

Mr. Davis moved that the whole matter be re-referred to the 
judiciary committee, with instructions to have one hundred eo- 
pies printed of each. 

On motion of Mr. Gay —laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Dickson of G., snbstitnutes were laid on the 
table by the following vote: 

Yras.—Messrs. Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, Askew, Bonner, 
Brown, Busby, Cleveland of L., Crabbe, Dalrymple, Dancy, 
Darden of G., Dennis, Dickson of G., Ellison, Francis, Gallo- 
way, Gay, Green, Hale, Hooker, Junker, Kittrell, Lawhon, 
Locke, Martin of H., Martin of L., McAlpin McClanahan, 
McMillin Melton, Merrick, Middleton, Moore, Ochiltree, Ow- 
ings, Parker of A., Parsons, Pettus, Randolph, Richardson, 
Runnels, Rushing, Sayles, Selman Shaw, Smith of Harris, 
Stout, Sullivan, Tarlton, Throckmorton, Trigg. Truchart, 
White, Witt and Wood—56. > 

Nays.—-Messrs. Speaker, Bell, Chariton, Cleveland of B.. Cros- 
by, Darden of O., Davis, Dickson of R R., Dougherty, Ector, 
l King, Latham, McCown, Norton, Parker of T., Poag, Reeves, 
| Stedman, Tompkins, West, Williams of S, and Worsham——22. 
| The main question was then ordered, which being the pas- 
| sage of the bill toa 3d reading, the same was put and carried 
| by the following vote: 
| Yuas.—Messrs. Adrian, Ardrey; Arnold, Askew, Bonner, 
| Burress, Busby, Cleveland of L., Crabbe, Dalrymple, Dancy, 
| Darden of G, Dennis, Dickson of G, Ellison, Francis, Gallo- 
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way, Gay, Green, Hale, Hooker, Junker, Kittrell, Lawhon, 
Locke, Martin of H., Martin of L., MeAlpin; McClanahan, 
MeMillin, Melton, Merrick, Middleton, Moore, Parker of An- 
derson, Parsons, Pettus, Randolph, Richardson, Runnels, 
Rushing, Selman, Smith of Harris, Sullivan, Tarlton, Tomp- 
kins, Trigg, Truehart, White, Witt and Wood—41. 

Navys.—Messrs. Speaker, Brown, Chariton, Cleveland of B., 
Crosby, Darden of C., Davis, Dickson of R. R., Dougherty, Ec- 
tor, King, Latham, McCown, Norton, Ochiltree, Parker of G., 
Poag, Reeves, Sayles, Shaw, Stedman, Stout, Throckmorton, 
West, Williams of S. A. and Worsham—26. l 

Mr. Sullivan moved a suspension of the rule, that the bill 
might be read 8d time and passed—lost. . 

On motion of Mr. Francis, House adjourned until to-morrow 
morning, 8 o'clock. 


House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
me Austin, July 10th, A. D., 1856. 

House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 

present. j i 
PETITIONS. 

Mr. Cleveland of B., presented the petition of E. J. Moore~ 
referred to committee on claims and accounts, 3 

Mr. Locke presented the petition of Hitson Brown—referred 
to the committee on public lands. 

Mr. Charlton presented the petition of Robt. S. Wheat~-re- 
ferred to committee no. 2 on private land claims. 

Mr. Askew presented the petition of Martha Karp—referred 
to committees on private land claims no. 2. 

Mr. Tompkins presented the petition of the heirs of E. T. | 
Stansbury—referred to the committee on private Ixsrd claims 
no. 2. 

Mr. Dancy presented the petition of Susannah G.Anderson ; 
referred to committee no. 2 on private land claims. 

Mr. Owings presented the ‘petition of Thos. W. Uzzell—re- 
ferred to committee no. 1 on private land claims. 

Mr. Dougherty presented the petition of J. A. Sheirburn— 
referred to committee no. 2 on private land claims. 

Mr. Williams of S., presented the petition of Benj. Thomas, 
jr.—referred to committee no. 1 on private land claims. 

Mr, Ochiltree presented the petition of the County Court of 
Newton County—referred to a select committee appointed for 
the consideration of the sanie. 

Mr. Williams of L., presented the petition of the heirs of 
Perryman—referred to committee no. 1 on. private land claims. 
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Aliso the petition of Soloman Wideman—referred to com- 
mittee no. 1 on private land claims, 

Mr. Merrick offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office be instructed, with as little delay as possible to have pre- 
pared two skeleton Maps of the State, exhibiting the outlines 
of all counties now created, and the principal streams, one for 
the committee on County Boundaries the other for the commit- 
tee on Internal Improvements. 

Laid on the table one day for consideration. 

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES. 

Mr. Ardrey, one of the committee on State Affairs made the 

following report: 
To the Honorable H. P. Bee, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on State Affairs to whom has been referred 
the bill entitled “ An Act Incorporating the town of Anderson” 
have carefully examined the same and have instructed me to 
report said bill back to the House and to recommend its pass- 


age, after striking out of said bill the sixth section thereof. © 


All of which is respectfully submitted. Repert received. 

Mr. Parker of T., chairman of the committee on State At- 
fairs reported. favorable on a bill to incorporate the town of 
Rusk. Report received. he ts 

Mr. Shaw, chairman of committee no. 1, on private land 
claims, made the following report: 

To the Honorable H. P. Bee, Speaker- 
of the House of Representatives: 

The committee on private land claims (no. 1,) to whom was 
referred the petition of Charlotte Evans,have had the same un- 
der consideration, and beg leave to report that after examining 
said petition, they are satisfied that the proper place for relief 
is in the Courts of the county by suits for damages against the 
Surveyor for neglect of official duty. Your committee therefore 
ask to be discharged from the further considération of the same, 
as a favorable report in this instance would bring into our Leg- 
islative Hall hundreds of similar claims which properly belong 
to the Judiciary of the State. Report received. 

_ Mr. Poag, chairman of the committee on Privileges and Elec- 
tions made the following report: > 
To the Honorable H. P. Bee, Speaker 
of the House of Representatives : 
Your committee on Privileges and Elections, to whom was 
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referred a contest between H. P. Mabry and J. O. McAlpin, as 
to the right to a seat in the House of Representatives, as the 
Representative of the fourteenth Representative District, com- 
posed of the Counties of Cass and Titus, have-had the same 
under consideration, and the majority of said committee ask 
leave to report the following: 

That on the 14th January, 1856, an election was held in said 
District to fill the vacancy occasioned by the resignation of the 
Hon. J. C. Guy. That in consequence of the late date at. which 
the Governor’s proclamation reached the Chief Justice, whose 
duty it was to give notice of said election to the various pre- 
cincts in said District, thenotice required by law was given only 
to two precincts in said District, to-wit: Precincts Nos. land 5 
in Cass County ; notwithstanding this however, the polls were 
opened and votes cast at two other precincts in Cass County to 
fill said vacancy, to-wit: at precincts Nos. 7 (Monterey) and 8 
(Douglass,) and also at precinct No. 3 (Mt. Pleasant) in Titus; 
that at the four precincts Nos. 1, 5, 7 and 8, there was polled 
for J. ©. McAlpin 140 votes, twenty of which were polled at 
the two precincts last mentioned; that at precincts Nos. 1 and 
5, in Cass County Mr. H. P. Mabury received 134 votes, and 
none at Nos. 7 and 8. That at precinct No. 3 (Mt. Pleasant) in 
‘Titus County, Mr Mabury received 30 votes, while nene were 
polled for Mr. McAlpin. ‘The above figures show that of all the 
votes cast at the various precincts in said District at said elec- 
tion, Mr. Mabury received 164, while Mr. MeAlpin received 
140 votes. The committee further represent that all the votes ` 
polled at said election bear a very small proportion of the actual 
voting strength of said District, and that a greater number of 
votes were not cast and a more general vote polled, was owiug 
probably toa want of notice and to the fact that at that season 
of.this year the weather was exceedingly inclement, yet they 
think that if the entire proceedings under the proclamation 
should bo set aside and a new election ordered, at this late 
period of the session, it would have the effect virtually to deny 
the 14th District a representative in the Honse of: Represent- 
atives. If the votes cast at the election in strict compliance 
with the law, only be taken as the basis of decision, then Mr. 
Mabry has received a majority; if the whole vote polled for 
these two candidates be counted, still Mr. McAlpin is in the 
minority. = 

These considerations have induced a majority of the commit- 
tee through me to report to the House the following resolution, 
and recommend its adoption, to-wit: 

ftesolwed, That H. P. Mabry is entitled toa seat in the 6th 


29 


Legislature of the State of Texas as 2 member thereof elect 
from the 14th Representative District, composed of the Coun- 


ties of Cass and Titus, all of which is with respect submitted. 
Report received. l 


` 


Mr. Locke presented the following statement of Mr. McAl- 

in: 

By Proclamation of the Governor, an election was held in 
the Counties of Oass and Titus, to fill the vacancy of the Hon. 
«J.C. Guy. Election came off 14th January, at which I receiv- 
ed a majority of the votes polled, returned and compared by 
the Chief Justice of Cass, and-on the 14th of January, he 
furnished me with a Certificate of Election. Lleft said day for 
the city of Austin, and arrived on the 1st day of February. I 
was sworn and took my seat as a member from the 14th Rep- 
resentative District. My certificate was handed to the Chief 
Clerk and by him filed, which I asked to- have read and com- 
pared with the return made by the Chief Justice of Cass, under 
der date of the 23d January. This report places me in the atti- 
tude of an intruder on. this floor, whilst my certificate shows 
that I am the legal Hepresentative under the Act, approved 
19th February. My seat having been ‘contested, I met my 
opponent, in Austin, last February, and proposed if he would 
withdraw his protest- I would resign. This he declined. My 
opinion is, that this House should refer the election back to the 
people, because, only 800, out of about 1700 voters voted; this 
would seem right and proper. However, to the action of this 
House I submit. My right under my certificate became a 
vested right, with which the Chiet Justice of Cass had no right 
to disturb. The whole matter was then transferred’to the Leg- 
islature whose premises it is to decide. l 


J. ©. MeALPIN. 

Statement received to come in its regular order. 

Mr. Ochiltree, chairman of Committee on Slaves and Slavery, 
reported on “ A Bill to provide that one or more negroes be 
exempted from force sale,” recommending the indefinite post- 
ponement of the same. 

BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr. Cleveland of B., introduced a bill for the relief of Mary 
R. Sherman; read first and second times, and referred to com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims, No. 2. 

Mr. Davis introduced a bill to incorporate William ‘Tell 
Lodge, No. 27, I. O. O. E. Read first and second times, and 
referred to committee on State Affairs. 
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Mr. Ardrey introduced a bill for the relief of Wyatt Hanks ; 
read first time and referred to Judiciary committee. 

Mr. Sayles introduced a bill for the relief the heirs of Moses 
Evans, deceased; read first and second times, and referred to 
committee No. 1, on Private Land Claims. : 

Mr. Dalrymple introduced a bill for the relief of the heirs 
or legal representatives of Ransom Heaton; read first and sec- 
ond times and referred to committee No. 2, on Private Land 
Claims. 

Mr. Throckmorton, by leave, presented the petition of Chas. 
W. Presler; referred to Committee on State Affairs. 

Mr. Ellison introduced a bill to regulate the acceptance and 
transfer of bills of exchange and promissory notes; read first 
and second tires and referred to Judiciary committee. 

Mr. Ardrey introduced a bill for the relief of Alex. Horton ; 
read first and second times, and referred to committee on 
Claims and Accounts. 

Mr, Throckmorton introduced a bill authorizing the Govern- 
or to subscribe for a sufficient number of Maps of the State for 
exchange ard distribution; read first and second times, and 
referred to committee on State Affairs. 

Mr. Smith, of Harris, offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on State affairs be instructed 
to enquire into the causes which have hitherto prevented the 
organization of the Militia of this State, and that the committee 
be instructed to report a bill which shall provide effectually for 
the organization, arming and discipline of that portion of the 
citizens of Texas who are capable of bearing arms.—Adopted. 

Mr. Throckmorton offered the following resolution : l 

Hesowed, That the Chief Clerk of the House of Representa- 
tives be required to procnre a suitable room for the sitting of 
the committee on Internal Improvements, and the committee 
on County Boundaries. 

Mr. Parker of T., moved to amend by adding, “ and the com- 
mittee on State Affairs. i 

Mr. Ochiltree proposed to amend by inserting “ Judiciary 
committee and committee on Slaves and Slavery.” 

Mr. Cleveland, of L, proposed to substitute the resolution by 
the following: 

That the Chief Clerk be authorized to procure and prepare 
rooms in the basement of the capitol for the various committees 
of the House, and if thè same cannot be had, that the canse of 
failure be reported by him to the House. 

Mr. Sayles offered the following amendment to the substi- 
tute. That the Sergeant at Arms be instructed to prepare the 
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rooms in the basement of the Capitol, for the use of committees 
except the rooms occupied by the Executive Departments 
under resolution of the legislature. 

Mr. Throckmorton proposed to amend Mr. Cleveland’s reso- 
lution as follows: And if there are not a sufficiency of rooms 
for the accommodation of committees, the Chief Clerk be re- 
quired to make provisions for them. 

Laid on the table by the following vote: 

Yuas.— Messrs. Arnold, Askew Burress Cleveland of L. 
Crabbe, Dancy, Darden of G., Davis, Dickson of G., Francis, 
Green, Hale, Hooker, Junker, King, Locke, Martin ot H. Mar- 
tin of L., McClanahan, McCown, Melton, Middleton, Moore, 
Parsons, Pettus, Poag, Randolph, Richardson, Rushing,Trigg, 
West White Williams of L., Wood and Wersham.—35. 

Navys.—Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Bonner, Busby,, 
Cleveland, of B., Dalrymple, Darden of C., Dennis, Dickson 
of R. R., Ellison, Galloway, Kittrell, McMillin, Merrick, 
Owings, Parker of A., Parker of T., Reeves, Sayles, Selman, 
Shaw, Smith of Harrison, Smith of Harris, Stedman, Sullivan, 
Throckmorton and Wiliams of San Augustine. $ 
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Mr. Stedman proposed to amend as follows: and that he he 
also report by whom said rooms are ocenpied, for what purpose, = 
and by what authority.—Adopted. 

The question upon the adoption or rejection of Mr. Cleve- i 
land’s (of L.,) resolution was then put, and resolution as amend- aes 


ed adopted. 
Mr. Ochiltree offered the following resolution : ' 
Resolved, That the Speaker be antborized to employ some 
suitable person. to preserve the carpets, curtains, and other far- 
niture of the House of. Representatives, which were used dur- 
ing the winter session. Adopted. i 
Mr. Brown offered the following resolution : l 
Resolwed, That the committee on Public Debt be instructed 


# 

to Inquire into the expediency of passing a Jaw allowing all 3 
citizens of Texas who were captured by thé Mexicans and im- C 
prisoned in Mexico during the war between Texas and Mexi- En 
co, the same pay as has been granted to the Santa Fe and Meir l 
prisoners, and that they report by bill or otherwise. Adopted. | 
On motion of Mr. Throckmorton, a Joint Resolution pro- 4 


posing a change in the Constitution, was taken up and referred 
to the committee on Education. 

Mr. McCown, introduced a bill to incorporate the San Pa- 
tricio and Nueces bridge, and shell road company—read firat e 
and second time, and referred to the committee on Internal 
Improvements, 
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ORDERS OF THE DAY. . 


~ The following message from .his Excellency the Governor, 
was then taken from the Speake.’s table: 
Gentlemen of the Senate, 

and of the House of Representatives : : 

{Į return herewith to the House of Representatives, in which 
it originated “ An Act to incorporate the Linden Academy.” 
The 10th section of this act, I think, conflicts with the 24th 
section of the 7th article of the State Constitution, which pro- 
vides that every law enacted by the Legislature shall embrace 
but one object, and that shall be expressed in the title.” 

The object expressed in the title of this act, is to incorporate 
the Linden Academy, but the 10th section of the act regulates 
and controls the sale of spirituous and vinous liquor, and cider 
within the town of Linden, and within three miles ‘of the 
Courthouse in said town, and also imposes a penalty for a vio- 
lation of the provisions of the section, and declares how the 
same shall be collected ; these provisions are not necessary for 
the incorporation of the Linden Academy, and they seek to 
effect an object which certainly is not expressed in the title of 
the act. . 
` LT also object to the Tth section of the act, which provides 
“That the lands, public buildings, and other property, belong- 
ing to said Academy, are hereby declared to be free from alk 
and any kind of State, county or corporate tax.” We already 
have a general law which exempts from taxation “all buildings 
with their furniture and library, designed and used solely for 
purposes of education, or public worship, together with the 
land owned by said institutions of learning or churches upon 
which the same may be situated, not exceeding ten acres.” 
‘This I think is a sufficient exemption from taxation and is all 
that is enjoyed by other Academies in the State. These res- 
sons have induced me to withdraw by approval, and to return 
to you the act for re-consideration. E. M. PEASE. 

On motion of Mr. Randolph, the Message and accompanying 
bill was laid on the table, for the present. K 

Mr. Dalrymple called up a bill for the relief of David F. 
Owenand Abner §. Spear, with a majority and minority re- 
port, from the Judiciary committee: 

Mr. Randolph proposed to amend the second section as 
follows: Provided that the provisions of this act, shall not in- 
terfere with parties who have acquired rights previous to the 
passage of this Act—Adopted. 


Mr. Davis moved to make the bill, reports and amendments, 
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| the Special Order of the day, for Saturday week 11 o’clock— 


| Carried. aan 
| Mr. Stedman called up a Senate bill to amend An Act reg- 
ulating attachments, with a report from Judiciary committee 
recommending amendments, with amendment of Mr. Ochiltree. 
| pending when the House adjourned last Session. 
| Mr. Oleveland of L., moved to lay the amendment of Mr. 
| Ochiltree on the table.—carried by the following vote: 
Yuss.—Messrs. Adrian, Ardrey, Askew, Bell, Bonner, Brown, 
Í Burress, Busby, Cleveland of B., Cleveland of L., Crosby, 
| Dalrymple, Davis, Dickson, of G., Ector, Ellison, Francis, 
| Galloway, Hale, Hooker, Junker,Lawhon, Locke, Martin of L., 
f McAlpin, McClanahan, McMillin Melton, Merrick, Middleton, 
Parker of A., Pettus, Poag, Richardson, Rushing, Selman, 
| Smith of Harrison, Stedman, Stout, Sullivan, Tarlton, Throck- 
f morton, Trigg, West, White, Williams of 8., and Wood —47. 
| Navyvs.—Messrs. Arnold, Charlton, Darden, of C., Dennis, 
Dickson of R. Re, Dougherty, Gay, Green, King, Kittrell, 
‘Latham, Norton, Ochiltree, Owings, Parker of T., Parsons, 
‘Randolph, Sayles, Shaw, Smith of Harris, Tompkins, True- 
hart, Witt and Worsham—24, 

A message was received from the Senate annoucing to the 
House the passage of a House bill by the Senate, to create and 
organize the 18th Judicial District and to define the time of 
holding Courts thereiu, with amendments by the Senate. 
| Mr. Sullivan moved a reconsideration of the vote laying 
BOchiltree’s amendments on the table. 

E Mr. Adrian moved to lay Mr. Sullivan’s motion on the table. 
mCarried by the following vote: 

E Yras—Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Askew, Bonner, 
mleveland, of B., Cleveland, of L., Dalrymple, Dickson, of G., 
ector, Ellison, Francis, Galloway, Hale, Hooker, Junker, Kit- 
mrell, Lawhon, Locke, Martin, of L., McAlpin, McClanahan, 
miicMillin, Melton, Middleton, Parker, of A., Pettus, Poag, 
giichardson, Rushing, Selman, Smith of Harrison, Stedman, 
@tout, Tarlton, Trigg, West, White, Williams, of Lamar, Wil- 
miams, of S., Wood, and Worsham—43. 


_ 


E Nays—Messrs, Burress, Busby, Charlton, Crabbe, Dancy, 


Darden, of C., Darden of G., Davis, Dennis, Dougherty, Gay, 
green, King, Latham, Martin, of H., McCown, Moore, Norton, 
@ chiltree, Owings, Parsons, Randolph, Reeves, Sayles, Shaw, 

mith, of Harris, Sullivan, Throckmorton, Tompkins, Truehart, 
mud Witt—31. - 

f Mr. Randolph proposed to amend-as follows: Strike out all 

hat ri to transferring property, &c. Laid on the table. 
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Mr. Sullivan proposed to amend by insetting after the word 
“ remove” the words “his property and domicil.” 

On motion of Mr. Stedman, laid on the table by the follow- 
ing vote: 

Yuas—Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, Bonner, 
Busby, Cleveland, of B., Cleveland, of L., Dalrymple, Davis, 
Dickson, of G., Ector, Ellison, Francis, Galloway, Hale, Hook- 
er, Kittrell, Lawhon,-Locke, Martin, of L., McAlpin, McClana- 
han, McMillin, Melton, Merrick, Middleton, Parker, ofA., 
Parker, of T., Pettus, Poag, Richardson, Selman, Smith, of 
Harrison, Stedman, Stout, Trigg, ¿West, White, Williams, of 
S., Wood and Worsham—43. 

Navs——Messrs. Askew, Burress, Charlton, Crabbe, Dancy, 
Darden, of C., Darden, of G., Dennis, Dougherty, Gay, Green, 
Junker, King, Latham, Martin, of H., McCown, Moore, Norton, 
Ochiltree, Owings, Parsons,Randolph, Reeves, Rushing, Sayles, 
Shaw, Smith, of Harris, Sullivan, Tarlton, Throckmorton, 
Tompkins, Truehart and Witt—32. 

On motion of Mr. Cleveland, of L., bill passed third reading $$ 
by the following vote: 

Yras—Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, Askew, 
Bonner, Burress, Busby, Cleveland, of B., Cleveland, of L. i 
Davis, Dickson, of G. Ector, Ellison, Francis, Galloway, Hale $ 
Hooker, Kittrell, Lawhon, Locke, Martin, of L., McAlpin i 
McClanahan, McMillin, Melton, Merrick, Middleton, Parker, 
of A., Parker, of T., Pettus, Poag, Richardson, Rushing, Bel 
man, Smith of Harrison, Stedman, Stout, Tarlton, Trigg, 
West. White, Williams, of L., Williams, of 5, Wood andi 
W orsham—4é. ` ; 

Nays—Messrs. Charlton, Crabbe, Dalrymple Dancy, Darden ig 
of ©., Darden, of G., Dennis, Dougherty, Gay, Green, Junker 
King, Latham, Martin, of H., McCown, Moore, Norton, Ochii 
tree, Owings, Parsons, Randolph, Reeves, Sayles, Shaw, Smithi 
of Harris, Sullivan, Throckmorton, Tompkins, Truehart anif 
Witt—a0. : 

On motion of Mr. Dickson, of G., the House adjourned tili 
8 o’clock to-morrow, A. M. l l | 
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House or REPRESENTATIVES, } 
Austin, July 11th, 1856. 
House met pursuant to adjournment—rol] called—quorunmg 
present. Journal of yesterday read and adopted. | 
PETITIONS. 


Mr. Worsham presented the petition of Joseph Walker, fog 
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relief; referred to committee on claims and accounts. 


| of Newton county, praying that the town of Newton be de- 
clared the legal county seat of Newton county ; referred to the 
| special committee’'on Newton county line, &c. . 
| Also the petition of a portion of the citizens of Newton 
| county, in the vicinity of Burkeville; referred to Newton 
| county Special committee. 
| Mr. Martin of L., presented the petition of C. K. Ham, for 
| land; referred to committee on Private Land Claims, No. 2. 
| Mr. Burress presented the petition of G. L. Hill, praying to 
| be emancipated from minority ; referred to committee on Ju- 
f diciary. 7 
Mr. Gaines, by leave of the House, recorded his vote on the 
| attachment law, also on the law regulating wills, voting nay, 
| in each. 
2 REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES. 
| Mr. Throckmorton, Chairman of the committee on Internal 
| Improvements, made the following report : 
' Represenrative HALL, l 
July 10th, 1856. 
To the Hon. P. Bee, 

Speaker of the House of Representativee : 
The committee on Internal Improvements, to whom was re- 
ferred the memorial of 768 citizens living within the Pacifie 
| Railroad reserve, have had the same under consideration. 
| A majority of the committee are still of the opinion that 
ithe pre-emption settlers within the said reserve, should have 
| the land which they occupy, at fifty cents per acre, the price 
recommended in a bill previously reported by the committee; 
fand which is now pending for action before the Legislature. 
§ The committee therefore return the papers back to the House, 
rand ask to be discharged from further consideration on the 
$ subject. 
| Mr. Kittrell, Chairman of the committee on Education, 
made the following report: 
| Commarter Room, 
i July 10th; 1856. l 
| To the Hon. H. P. Bee, 

Speaker of the House of Representatiwes : 
| The committee on Education to whom was referred the 
several Bills, Petitions and Memorials, to wit : 


Schools and Academies. 


Mr. Smith of Newtòn, presented the petition of the citizens | 


The bill to be entitled an act, for the establishment of ~ 
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The petition of sundry citizens of Shelby county, praying 
aid for the Newburn Male and Female Academy, and the Me- 
morial of the Trustees of the Masonic Female Institute, in the 
town of Marshall in Harrison county, asking for aid for said In- 
stitution, have examined tke same and have instructed me to 
report that the objects contemplated in said Bills, Petitions and 
Memorials, are secured and provided for in a general bill now 
maturing in committee. 

They therefore have instructed me to report the same back 
to the House, and recommend that they lie on the table, subject 
to the action of the House on the general bill alluded to, 

Also the following report : 

COMMITTEE. Room, 
July 11th, 1856. — l 
To the Hon. H. P. Bee, - 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The committee on Education, to whom was referred the bill 
to be entitled an act, to incorporate the Waco Female Semi- 
nary, have had the same under consideration, and have 
instructed me to report the same back to the House, aud recom- 
mend its passage. 

Also the following report : 

COMMITTEE Room, 
July 10th, 1856. 
To the Hon. H. BP. Bee, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Education, to whom was referred the bill 
entitled an act, to incorporate the Luther Rice Baptist Female 
Institute, in or near the town of Marshall, Harrison county, have 
had the same under consideration, and have instructed me to 
report the same facts to the House, and recommend its passage. 

Also the following report : : 

COMMITTEE Room, 
July 6th, 1856. 
Fo the Hon. H. P. Bee, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Education, to whom was referred the pe- 
tition of sundry citizens in and around the village of Bgllview, 
in the county of Rusk, asking for an act of incorporation, for 
the Male and Female Seminary of that place, and protection 
of the same against the sale of intoxicating drinks, have con- 
sidered the same, and have instructed me to report the accom- 
panying bill, and recommend its passage. 

And the following report: 
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To the Hon. H. P, Bee, 
Speaker of the House of- Representatives : 

The committee on Education, to whom was referred a bill to 
be entitled an act, toamend an act, entitled an act to establish a 
system of Common Schools have had the same under consider- 
ation, and have iustructed me to report that it is unnecessary 
to legislate on the specific proposition or amendments contained 
in said bill, as that with many other amendments are embraced 
| in a general bill, which the committee hope to be able soon to 
F report to the House. They therefore ask to be excused from 
| further consideration of this bill. 

Mr. Ardrey, one of the committee on State affairs, made the 
following report : 

: Committee Room, } 

l Austin Orry, July 10th, 1856. į 

| To the Hon. H. P, Bee, i 

| Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

| The committee on State Affairs, to whom has been referred 
| the bills entitled “ An act to incorporate William Tell Lodge, 

E No. 27,1.0. O. F. at Tyler, Smith county,” and also an act to In- 
| corporate Wildey Lodge, No. 21, L O. O. F. at Paris, Lamar 

| county,” have had the same under consideration, and have in- 

| structed me to report the same bills back to the House, and to 

| recommend their passage. l 

} Mr. Parker of T., Chairman of the Committee on State Af- 

E firs, made the following report: f 

2 CommMIITEE Room, } 

1 | July 9th, 1856. | 

E To ihe Hon. H. P. Bee, - 

A Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

E The committee on State Affairs, to whom was referred a 

@ bill to incorporate the Chapman Camel Company, have 

oad the same under consideration and have instructed 
E me to report, that in the opinion of the committee the object 
| proposed to be obtained by the bill are legitimate subjects for 

E individual or associated enterprise, they can see no objection 

Bto the bill, and do not desire in any manner to trammel eiti- 

Zens in investing their funds in such manner as they may deem 

profitable. 

The introduction of Camels as beasts of burden, for the pur- 
‘pose of travelling the broad Prairies of the west, which often 
f times for many miles are destitute of water, was suggested by 
the United States Government, and they have accordingly 
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made the experiment, and they are now being used for trans- 
porting a portion of the stores of the United States and Texas, 
and so far it is believed with success. 

In the Deserts of Asia and Africa, they have been used 
from the earliest ages of the world. In view of these facts 
your committee would recommend the passage of the bill. 


PRIVATE LAND CLAIMS, NO. I. 


Mr. Shaw, chairman of committee on Private Land Claims, 
No. 1, made the following reports: . 
Honorable H. P. Bee, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

The committee on Private Land Claims, No 1, to whom was 
referred the petition of Elizabeth Ashlock, have had the same 
under consideration, and the committee are unanimously of 
opinion that the petitioner is not entitled to land under our 
laws; they, therefore, ask its rejection. 

Mr. Shaw, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, No. 1, made unfavorable reports upon the following 
petitions for land: 

Petition of Jno. C. Tatum, Wm. M. Shepperd and George 
Deitz. Reports received to come up in their regular order. 

Mr. Williams, one of the committee on Private Land Claims, 
No. 1, made the following report: 


COMMITTEE Room, 
Austin, July 10, 1856. ` 
To the Honorable H. P. Bee, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Private Land Claims, No. 1, to whom was $ 
referred the petition of John Garner, asking for three leagues I 
and three labors of land, have had the same under considera $ 
tion, and ask leave to report that they find that three leagues § 
and three labor certificates issued to three different parties, and $ 
were rejected by the board of Land Commissioners, established Ș 
to detect fraudulent land certificates, your committee find fur $ 
ther, that after the rejection of said claims by the Land Com- 
missioners, that the said Garner instituted suit in the District 


the validity of the genuineness of said claims. These seem§ 
to be the equities set forth for the favorable consideration off 
the Legislature, which, in the opinion of your committee, are 


-< 


39 


entirely insufficient, therefore ask to be discharged from the 
farther censideration of said claims, and recommend their in- 
definite postponement. = 

Also the following report : 

> COMMITTEE Room, 
Avstin, July 9th, 1856. 
To the Honorable H. P. Bee, a . 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Private Land Claims, No. 1, to whom 
were referred the petition of W. Bentley, have had the same 
under consideration, and from evidence before them they be- 
lieve him to be entitled to a certificate for six hundred and forty 
acres of land, and therefore report a bill back to the House and 
recommend its passage. 

Mr. Randolph, chairman of the committee on Claims and 
Accounts, made the following report: 


Austin, July Lith, 1856. 
Honorable H. P. Bee, 


Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

| The committee on Claims and Aecounts, to whom was, re- 
| ferred a bill for the relief cf S. Y. Smith, have considered the 
| same, and said committee have instructed me to report the 
; same back to the House, and respectfully recommend its re- 
f jection. 

Also the following report : 


| Honorable H. P. Bee, 
4 Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


Austin, July Lith, 1856. 


| Your committee on Claims and Accounts, to whom was re- 
§ ferred the act for the relief of the heirs and legal representa- 
É tives of S. Z. Hoyle, deceased, have had the same under consid- 
g eration, and Iam instructed by the committee to report the same 
l back tothe House and recommend its indefinite postponement. 
| Mr. Ochiltree, chairman of the committee on Slaves and 
7 wn made the following report, reeommending a joint- reso- 
ution : 
| Resolved, That the Committee on Slaves and Slavery be in- 
structed to report to the House, Joint: Resolutions, expressive 
of-our deep interest and sympathy with the friends of the South 
| and of the Constitution, in Kansas, and pledging the Stute.of 
| Texas to stand by them through-every. reverse of fortune. 
Resolved, That they be instructed to inquire into the.expe- 
diency and constitutionality of the State of Texas, appropria- 


ting a sum of money for the purpose of aiding the South in - 


colonizing the Territory of Kansas. 
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Commirree Room,. } 
July 10th, 1856. 


-~ 


To the Hon. H. P. Bee, 


Speaker of the House of Repregeniatiwes ; 
The Committee on Slaves and Slavery, to whom were refer. 
xed two Resolutions, instructing that Committee to inquire into 
the expediency of reporting to the House Joint Resolutions; 
expressive of the deep interest and sympathy which the State 
of Texas feels in the behalf of the friends of the Constitution, 
and of the Union, now struggling in the Territory of Kansas, 
and also to inquire into the expediency and Constitutionality 
of the State of Texas appropriating asum of money for the 
purpose of aiuing the South in Colonizing Kansas, have duly 
considered the same and have instructed me to report— | 
That from the evidence before them, they are satisfied 
that the Northern States seem determined to force the South 
to an issue, upon the question of slavery in the Territory of 
Kansas. . 
The Northern States have incorporated and endowed corpo- 
rations, called Emigrant Aid Societies, for the purpose of 
sending Emigrants to Kansas and under the operation and en- 


couragement of State Legislation; that Kansas has been flooded 


with citizens, determined in advance, to exclude the Southern 
slaveholder, with his property, from an equal participation 
with them in Kansas in all the privileges and rights guaran- 
teed by the Federal Constitution. These Emigrants, landed 
under such suspicions auspicies, have proved themselves revo- 
intionary and factious in their conduct; they have endeavored, 
and have partially succeeded, in gaining control of the Legis- 
lative Department of the Territdry, and have so far as they 
have been able, used their power to deprive the South of all 
their rights in the Territory. . 

They have fairly tendered the South an issue, which we have 
long desired, and which we cannot now, even, if we would, evade 
without proving recreant to our duty to the Constition and te 
our sister Southern States. They have tendered us the issue 
of Colonization, and in case that fails, they have given indica- 
tions that their fanaticism has reached that point, that they 
will submit to the arbitrament of Sharpe’s Rifles, and convert 
the Territory of Kansas into an armed camp, and make it what 
they are pleased to style—the Battle Ground of Freedom. 

It is with deep regret, as lovers of Peace, of the Union and 
of the Constitution, that your Committee deem it. their duty 
to employ such language with reference to the conduct of the 
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citizens of the North in relation to Kansas. But they do but 
represent the sober truth. Civil war is actually now being 
carried on there. 

Virginia, South Carolina, Alabama, Georgfa, Mississippi, 
and Tennessee, have all taken this matter in hand and are 
sending money and means to Kansas, to sustain and assist the 
friends of the South there. 

The Governor of Virginia recommended the sending of men 
and money to Kansas, in his message, and a number of compa- 
nies from the mother of States are now in Kansas. 

South Carolina it is estimated, has contributed not less than 
sixty thonsand dollars in money, and has sent three hundred 
of the flower of her chivalry to represent her in this great 
gene. 

Georgia and Tennessee have both done their duty, and Ala- 
bama appropriated fifty thousand dollarsto equipping and 
arming emigrants for Kansas. 

Mississippi, too, is moving in the matter, and the question 
must naturaily tremble upon the lips of every Texan. Are we 
to have no place in the picture? Shall we remain like Achilles 
in his tent, while the great issue of Slavery is determined $ 
| - This cannot be. Texas is separated by a narrow slip of Indian 
| Territory, only thirty miles from Kansas itself. We have a 
| large public domain lying immediately adjacent to the Terri~ 
| tory of Kansas, every foot of which is susceptible of cultiva- 
| tion by slave labor. These considerations alone ought to be 
f sufficient to urge us to take an interest inthis matter. ` 
i Furthermore, it is believed by the Committee, that by 
| prompt action on the subject of slavery in Kansas, that this 
| question will be settled forever, that the fires of sectionalism 
į willdie, that the voice of disunion will no more be heard in 
į our border, and peace and concord be restored to our distract- 
i ed country. E 
By the last advices from Congress, it is evident that any 
$ action that Texas contemplates, must be speedy, or it will not 
Í be effectual to attain the desired end. They therefore recom- 
| mend the passage at an early day, of the accompanying Joint 
f Resolutions. 

Respectfully submitted. 
W. B. OCHILTREE. 
Chairman. 
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JOINT RESOLUTIONS CONCERNING KANSAS. 
Whereas, The question of Slavery, in which the State of 
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Texas is largely. interested, in common. with the whole South, is 
now being agitated in the Territory of Kansas, in such:a man: 
ner as to endanger the perpetuity of our Union, and whereas, 
other Southern States have taken steps to Colonize that Terri- 
tory for the purpose of counteracting the efforts. of the Emi- 
grant Aid Societies of Massachusetts and other Northern 
States. Now therefore E 

lst. Be it resolved by the Legislature of the State of Texas, 
That the sum of fifty thousand dollars, be, and the-same is 
hereby appropriated, out of any public monies in the State 
Treasury, not otherwise appropriated, for the purpose of equip- 
ping and fitting out Emigrants for the Territory of Kansas. 

2nd. Be it resolved, That for the purpose of carrying out 
the objects of this resolution, the Governor is authorized when- 
ever a company of Emigrants, not less than sixty in number, 
shall be organised for the purpose of Emigrating to the Terri- 
tory of Kansas, and shall have elected a Captain, to draw from 
the sum hereby appropriated, a sun sufficient to defray the ex- 
penses of such company co the Territory of Kansas in the 
cheapest manner and by the most expeditious route, and to 
support them after their arrival there, for the space of three 
months, provided, the sum so distributed shall in no case ex- 
ceed twelve thousand dollars for every company of Emigrants 
sixty in number, so Emigrating to Kansas. 

38d. Be dt resolved, That it shall be the duty of the Gov- 
ernor to place the sum of money, so drawn, in the hands of the 
Captain of said Company of Emigrants, to be, by him, expended 
in accordance with the intention of these resolutions, provided, 
that before the Governor shall pay over the’said sum of money, 
he shall require of the Captain of-such Emigrant Company, a 
bond with two or more good and sufficient securities to be ap- 
proved by the Governor, conditioned that he will faithfully and 
honestly disburse the fund so placed at his disposal, and that 
he will, to the best of his ability, conduct said eompany in the 
cheapest manner and by the most expeditious route to the Ter- 
ritory of Kansas. - 

4th. Be it resolved, That should said Captdin be deprived 
from his command by said Company of Emigrants, he will 
nevertheless, continue to be the disbursing agent for said com- 
pany, until their arrival in said Territory. 

Sth. Be it resolved, That these resolutions be in force from 
and after their passage. 

Mr. Adrian moved to suspend the rule and take up report and 
joint resolution—carried. 
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Mr. Adrian moved to print 1000 copies of the report and reso- 


tution. ` 


Mr. Dancy desired that the’Journals should show that he was 
not on the committee when said repert was made, nor had he 
any part in it. 

Mr. Dickson of Grimes, moved to postpone until Wednesday 
next at 11 o’clock, A. M.—Carried, > 

Mr. Stedman moved to strike out 1000 and insert 200 cop- 
ies—Carried. 


Mr. Ochiltree, Chairman of committee on judiciary, made, 


the following reports: 
CommitTeEE Room, July 11, 1856. 
To the Honorable H. P. Bee, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

Siz :— The Judiciary Committee have instructed me to rez 
port back to the House the following bills, and to recommend 
their indefinite postponement, the objects contemplated by them 
having been fully attained by a bill from the Senate, now on 
its third reading before the House. 

. A bill to amend the 14th section of the Attachment Laws. 
| A bill to amend an Act regulating Attachments, approved 
| 11th of March, 1848. ` 
| Also the following report : 
Committee Room, lith July, 1856. 
To the Honorable H. P. Bee, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
| Sir :—The Judiciary Committee have directed me to report 
| back to the House, the following bills recommending an amend- 
| ment of our statutes with regard to service of process, and 
f providing that leaving of a copy atthe House of the defend- 
; ant, with some white person over twelve years of age, should 
f besufficient service of any process, and tosay that it would, in 
| the opinion of-the committee, be inexpedient to adopt said 
| amendments; wherefore, they recommend that they be indefi- 
| Ritely postponed. 
f Mr. Ardrey, one of the Committee on Claims and Accounts, 
| made the following report: 
COMMITTEE Room, 
Avastin Crry, July 10th, 1856. 


| Lo the Honorable H. P. Bee, 
| Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


| The Committee on Claims and Accounts, to whom has been 
| Yeferred the petition of James Wall, praying to be paid an ac- 
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count against the late Republic of Texas, amounting to $402, 
which accompanies his petition, have instructed me to make 
the following report: .. a 

That said committee have carefully examined said account 
of James Wall against the late Republic of Texas, for $402, 
and the testimony to support the same, and they are satisfied 
that there remains due and owing to Mr. Wall, in par funds, 
the sum of $99.50, for which they recommend that an appro- 
priation be made for him, and for that purpose the committee 


ave prepared the accompanying bill, and respectfully _recom- 


mend its passage. 
BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS. 


Mr, White introduced a bill for the relief of heirs of Chambers 
Etter, late Assessor and Collector of Calhoun county; read 
first and second times, and referred to committee on State 
affairs. 

Mr. Burress introduced a bill to repeai an Act of February 
iith, 1854, to prevent the sale of intoxicating liquors within 
five miles of the town of Marshall, except for medical purposes ; 
read first and second times, and referred to judiciary com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Dickson of G., introduced a bill for relief of Jas. E. 
Maun; read first and second times, and referred to commit- 
tee No. 1 on private land claims. 

Mr. Davis introduced a bill to amend the third section of an 
Act to authorize the County Courts of this State to grant 
licenses for the retail of spiritnons, vinona, and (other) intoxi- 
cating liquors, in quantities less than a quart, and imposing a 
license tax for such privilege; read first and second times, and 
referred to a select committee of three. l 

Mr. Parsons introduced a bill to amend an Act to incorpo- 
rate the town of Henderson; read first and second times, and 
referred to judiciary committee. l 

Mr. Parker of T., offered the following resolution : 

ftesolved. That the Sergeant-at-arms be instructed to procure 
from the State Department all the copies of the following House 
documents, and distribute them equally among the members 
of the House, viz: The Penitentiary Reports, 'Treasurer’s Re- 
port, Compftroller’s Reports, and the Appendix to the House 
Journal, containing sundry reports—Adopted. 

Mr. King introduced a bill to amend an Act to prevent slaves 
from hiring their own time, approved May 11th, 1846. 

On motion of Mr. Darden of -G., a petition of suudry citizens 
of Gonzales county, asking for an appropriation for the county 
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court; taken up and referred to judiciary committee. 

Mr. Ochiltree, chairman of the judiciary committee, reported 
unfavorable on a bill to authorize Laura Jane Scott to’ change 
her name to that of Nina James Jefferson Cravens; and the 
petition of Hannah Jane Gainer to change her name to Han- 
nah Jane Wiggins. i 

Mr. Dancy introduced a bill to establish the Austin Female 
Institute; read first and second times, and referred to com- 
mittee on education. 

Mr. Tarlton introduced a bill to establish the Texas Mutual 
Insurance Company ; read first and second times, and referred 
to judiciary comunittee. 

On motion of Mr. Brown, Mr. Thompson was excused from 
attendance on the House, on account of indisposition. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

I ‘Vhe report of the committee on privileges and elections, 
fF upon the contest between McAlpin and Mabry taken up. 
| Mr. Poag submitted a statement from Mr. Mabry: 

| Lo the Honorable House of Legislature: 
| By a statement made by Mr. McAlpin, before the House on 
f yesterday morning, he claims the right to the seat in the House 
| by having received a certificate of election from the Chief Jus- 
| tice of -Cass County on the 19th of January last, and having 
| taken his seat by virtue of the same. This he desired to prove 
| by producing said certificate. The forthcoming of the Certift- 
| cate could have no effect, for it is admitted and know that 
f he did through it, obtain his seat. But that Certificate was 
| issued when the returns were incomplete, which Mr. McAlpin 
$ knew. But when all the returns were made, and after Mr, 
E McAlpin had received the certificate of election, and left for 
f this place, if was found that I had a majorityof all the votes 
| cast. And not having any other means to establish my right, 
a l proceeded to contest the right of Mr. McAlpin to his seat-in 
$ this body. i 
| As to the number of votes being but meagre, all will admit 
| the fact, but the causes were well understood. by Mr. McAlpin 
p and the voters of the two counties, and of which Mr. McAlpin 
f makes no complaint, so “long as he is safely in his seat—but 
E when his right was contested by one who received a greater 
| Lumber of votes than he-—-his cry is that the vote is too meagre 
Í ior a Representative to claim a seat under. And now when he 
|} Sees he has no right to the seat himself, and without any me- 
| mortal or other manifestation from the voters of the District, 
| he wishes it sent back to the people that they may poll a larger 
f Vote. 
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Again, in attempting to get up a sympathy in his favor or 
a prejudice against my right, he cries to makeit appear that he 
was desirous of running the race over and proposed the same 
tome here in February. last. ‘With the permission of the 
House, I will give my version of that proposition. When Mr, 
McAlpin received his certificate of election he was fully aware 
of the vote having beer. cast in Titus county; which gave me a 
majority—for I informed him of it myself. But his great 
thirst for the office would not allow him to wait for the entire 
return, which he knew would deprive him of that honor. But 
knowing the vote which was then in, would give him the small 
majority of six, urged the Chief Justice to open and compare 
the polls and give him the certificate of election on the result 
of the partial return which was then made. He hurries off 
then to this place to take his seat in advance of any trouble, 
which he succeeded in doing. As soon however as he found 
out the papers were here, contesting his right to his seat, and 
after he had received his mileage, &c., when I had received 
nothing, and seeing he could not rightfully hold his seat long- 
er. What does he do? He suggests to me the propriety of 
running it over, to save a squabble. Which Itold him I would 
have to leave tomy friends at home. On consulting my friends 
at home, and not through any fear of being beaten by the Hon. 
Gentlemen in a second race, I conferred with him no more on 
the subject. And I here assert that it is not the desire of the 
people to have it done. 

I claim my seat, not as having received a large number of 
votes, but having received a larger number than my opponent. 
It is not my province to make people vote that I may geta 
large vote, that is beyond my power, but if I get a larger num- 


ber of votes than all other men running for any particular pa 


office, I claim that Iam elected—and here leave the matter for 
you to decide. : 
Yours respectfully, 
H. P. MABRY. 

The resolution as reported by tke committee, was adopted, 
and Mr. Mabry came forward, took the oath of office, and his 
seat. 

A resolution requiring the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office to furnish the committee on internal improvements 
and county boundaries, skeleton maps; taken up, and on mo- 
ion of Mr. Brown, laid on the table. 

Mr. Darden of C., called up a bill to create and organize the 
ist Judicial District, and to define the times of holding courts 
therein—Senate bill—read fiast time—rule suspended, read 
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second time, and Mr. Darden of C., offered the following amend- 
ments: — a 

In second section, twenty-third line, strike out two, and insert 
three. f 

In twenty-fifth and twenty-sixth lines, strike out sixth, and 
insert seventh. > 


In thirtieth and thirty-first lines, strike out eighth and insert 
ninth. 


In thirty-sixth and thirty-seventh lines, strike out tenth, and 
insert eleventh. 


In fourth section, strike out all after the words “from and 
after,” and insert the words, “after its passage ”—amend- 
ments adopted, and bill passed to third reading—rule further 
suspended—read third time and passed. 


Mr. Dickson of R. R., offered the following resolution : 


Resolved, That Hon. J. C. McAlpin be allowed mileage and 
per diem pay for the time he has held a seat in this body, and 
that the Chief Clerk of this House is hereby-authorized and 
required to furnish him a certificate for the same. 


Mr. Adrian proposed to strike out all that related to mileage; 
laid on the table. 


Mr. Dancy moved to refer the resolution to judiciary com- 
mittee—lost. : 

Question on the adoption of the resolution was then put, and 
resolution adopted by the following vote : 


Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Ardrey, Arnold Askew, Bonner, 
Brown, Burress, Busby, Crabbe, Crosby, Dalrymple, Darden of 
C., Darden of G., Davis, Dickson of G.,Dickson of R. R., Ector, 
Ellison, Gaines, Galloway, Green, Junker, King, Kittrell, 
Latham, Lawhon, Locke, Martin of H., Mabry, McCown, Mel- 
ton, Merrick, Middleton, Moore, Owings, Parker of A., Parker 
of T., Parsons, Pettus, Poag, Richardson, Rushing, Sayles, Sel- 
man,Smith of Harris, Smith of Harrison, Smith of -N., Sted- 
man, Stout, Tarlton, Throckmorton, Tompkins, Truehart, 
White, Williams of L., and Wood—57. 


Nays—Messrs. Adrian, Cleveland of B., Cleveland of L., 
Dancy, Dennis, Francis, Gay, Hale, Hooker, Martin of L., 
McClanahan, McMillin, Randolph, Shaw, Sullivan, Williams of 
S., Witt, and Worsham—18. 


The following report from the Chief Clerk was then taken 
from the Speakers stand and read: 


tt 
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- House or REPRESENTATIVES, | 


Austin, July 11th, 1856. 
Honorable H. P. Bee, 


Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

In compliance with a resolution adopted on yesterday by the 
House of Representatives instructif the Chief Clerk to make 
certain inquiries regarding the occupancy of the rooms of the 
basement story of the Capitol, I beg leave to make the follow- 
ing report: 

tT and rooms Nos. 19 and 23 occupied by the committees of 
the Senate, No. 22 by the clerks of that body, and No. 21 by 
the Stationery of the House and Senate. In addition to Nos. 
19 and 23 being occupied by the committees of the Senate, 
they are also used as sleeping apartments by the chairmen of 
the committees using the same, having been assigned them by 
the President of the Senate, at the last session. 

I find rooms Nos. 16,17, 18 and 20, occupied by the House 
as follows: No. 16 by committee on private land claims No. 2, 
No. 17 by the committee on Judiciary and Slaves and Slavery, 
No. 18 by the committees on Public Debt and Education, also 
several special committees, and No. 20 by the clerks of the 


` House of Representatives. 


No. 24 is occupied by the Clerk of the Supreme Court, from 
whom I have received the following note, relative to the pos- 
session of the same: 

Austrx, July 10th, 1856. 
A. H. Hoynie, Esg., l 
Chief Clerk, of House of Representatives : q 

Sir :—Iin answer to yours of to-day, inquiring by what au- J 
thority L occupy room No 24, in the Capitol, I have to say f 
that I was putin the possession of said room as an office of f 
Clerk of the Supreme Court, by the special authority of the | 
Governor of the State and Comptroiler, in whose charge all the f 
public buildings were placed by law. 

The State furnishes the Clerk of the Supreme Court withan | 
office which was heretofore held in one of the old publie build- J 
ings, which have since been sold by the State. A room being f 
set apart in the Capitol for the Supreme Court, it was necessa- 
ry that the Clerk’s office be also kept in the building and con- 
venient to the Court Room and Library. It is usual in all the 
Capitols of the different States, as I am advised, for the Clerks 
office of Supreme Court, to be located inthe same. The Hon- 
orable Legislature have not, by law, set apart the rooms in 
the basement story for any special purpose, and I am satisfied 


$ 


thatit will ieet with their approbation, for’ the Clerk of this 
“Gouft to" hold'said room as his dfiide;‘as it would be exceeding 
| inconvenient for the office to be held at any place more remote, 
| bepidesithe State would tayé to pay rent for me in any other 
| buildittg. myo l 
Very respectfully. - . 
wo ee THOMAS GREEN, 
-o a Clerk Supreme Court. 

. Upon addressing a note to. his Excellency the Governor, in 
regard to the o¢enpancy of.No. 13 by the Executive. Depart- 
ment, I received the following: . l ia 
EXECUTIVE OFFICE, 

_ «© Austin, Texas,July 10th, 1856. l 
H. H. Haynie, Esg, . atte 
7: Ohtef. Clerk, House of Representatives: 
E- Str:—I have just received ‘your letter of this-date, in which 
“you say, that acting in compliance with a Resolution, this day, 
adopted by the House of Representatives, relative to the odeu- 
pancy of the basement rooms of the Capitol, you find -the 
E ‘Executive Office situated in room No 18,:and wish me to state 
i by what authority the room is thus taken ‘possession of. 

_ ‘For the information of the. Honorable, the House of Repre- 
‘sentatives, I will state that.by a law, approved 13th February, 
1854, -all the public buildings, furniture and grounds at, and 
-near the city of: Austin, are placed under the charge, and general 
E supervision of the Governor and Comptroller, and that none of 
the rooms in the Capitol have ever been appropriated by law, 
for any specific purpose. i 

It having been . ascertained, that the public Archives of the 
Executive and Setretary of State offices were becoming seri- 
ously injured in the buildings occupied by them, it became my 
duty as the Chief Executive Officer of the State, to see that 
other rooms were procured where they could be kept in a state 
of preservation. Upon examination and censultation with the 
mm Secretary of the State, it was found that the rooms, numbered 


mand unappropriated, and-that they would answer the purpose. 
- I, therefore, with the consent of the Comptroller, under our 
authority, to take charge of, and exercise a general super- 
$ Vision over all the public buildings, directed that the Offices 
m of the Executive and Secretary of State’ should’ be remove 
a into those three rooms. `- y a i : 
= a ae ery respectinity: 
oes E M. PEASE. ° 
4 
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13, 14 and 15, in the basement of the Capitol were unoceupied,. 
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, Finding‘rooms Nos. 14 and 4y occapiet take Secretary of 
“State, addressed ‘him, à note, to which the followipg ‘is.a.re- 
“ply: fo a a » as z wa 2 


r 


` 3 a ee ee 
wos OS OTe Ne Bie oy pene : 
_,+ DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 


DE 
Austin, July 10th, 1856: ( 


n 
snd of 


a 
r + 
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H. H. Haynie, Esq., ; 
l - Chief Clerk, House of Representatives : 
Dear Six :—-Uhave just received your note, of this date, in- 
quiring, under direction of the House of -Representatives, by 
what authority I have taken posséssion of-rooiis Nos. 14 and 15, 
in the basement of the Capitol © = 5" a 
I trust it will be considered snfficiently responsive to your in- 
quiry, and entirely respectful ‘to the Honorable, House of Rep- 
resentatives, to state that I took- possession of the rooms in 
question, the better to accommodate-the convenience and secu- 
rity of the State Department, and-that.I was -actuated,im bo do- 
ing, by a sense of what I conceived’to be my: duty as a public 
‘officer, having in charge valuable‘and important Archives of 
the Government, which were not only becoming greatly in- 
jared in the building heretofore accupied by: the ‘ Department, 
but were in constant.danger of being destroyed by fire. 
_ Should the above considerations: be :deemed insufficient to 
jastfy my possession of the. rooms, 4..can further state, that I 
had the authority of the Executive for their occupancy, who 
not only sanctioned and approved the removal of the office of 
the Secretary of State into them, but advised and directed it, 
Ihave the honor to be, aes — 4 
Very respectfally, . _ 
.» Your obedient servant, 
} _ EDWARD CLARK. 
The foregoing statement. émbraces all the rooms in the base- 


- ment of the Capitol, being twelve in-number; - 


er S- H. H. HAYNIE, ° 
l - Chief Clerk of the House of Representatives. 
‘Report received, to come up in its regular order, ` 
Mr, Smith of Newton, called up a Senate bill to amend the 
fourth -section of an act regulating attachments, approved 
“March 11th, 1848. =. * ee tec Luge Be 
The question: being on the passage of the bill, the -yeas and 
hays were demanded, and stood thus: ` Eo 
Yuas.— Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, Bonner, 
Burress, Cleveland of B., Cleveland of L., Davis, Dickson of 
G., Ector, Ellison, Francis, Galloway, Hale, Hooker, Kittrell, 


4 
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Lawhon, Locke, Martin: of: L., McClanahan, MeMillin, Melton, 
Middleton, Parker of A.;Parker of T., Pettus, Poag, Richard- 
gon, Saari Selman, Smith of Harrison, Smith of N., Sted- 
man, Stout, Tarlton, Trigg, White, Williams of-L., Williams of 
S., and Worsham.—41. 
_ Nays.—Messrs. Brown, .Charlton, Crabbe, Dalrymple, Dan- 
cy, Darden of C.,-Darden of G., Dennis, Dickson of R., Dough- 
erty, Gaines, Gay, Green, Juiker/King, Latham, Martin of H., 
McCown, Moor ©; Nor ton, Owings, -Pareons, Randolph, Reeves, 
Runnels, Sayles, Shaw, Smith’ iof- Ħarris,, Sullivan, Tompkins, 
Truehart and: Witt—32% a geo 0 <  - E 

Mr. Randolph moved to reconsider the vote adopting an 
amendment to a- bill for.the relief of David F. Owen and 
Abner S. Spier. =. > y z —_ . 

On ‘motion of Mr. Dickson fof G., the motion to reconsider 
was laid on the table until the-bill is taken up. 


Mr: Latham called up æ bill for the relief of Carlos Esparlier — 


with a report from the committee on private land claims; read 
second time and ordered to be engrossed ; rule suspended, bill 
‘read third time and passed. 

Mr. Ector offered the following Resolution: 

Resolved, That members of the House of Representatives 
þe entitled to mileage for coming to, and: returning from the 
present adjourned session of the Legislature, and that the 
Chief. Clerk be required to issue his-certificates to members for 
the same, ie ee l 

Mr. Adrian moved to lay the resolution on the table.—lost. 

Mr. Dalrymple moved: to -postpone the. resolution till first 
Monday in August—lost—resolution. adopted. 

Mr. McCown called up a bill, to change the time of holding 
Courts in the tenth and fourteenth Judicial Districts ; read first 
and second times, and passed toa third reading; rule suspend- 
ed, read third time aid passed. 2 po 4 

Mr. Smith of H., called up a Senate bill supplemental to an 
act of February 28th, 1840, concerning wills; read third time 
and passed. ; 

Mr. Dennis called up a bill for the relief of F. J. Bellows ; 
read second time ani ordered to.be engrossed ; rule suspended, 
read third time and passed. = 

Mr, Brown:‘called up'a Senate bill, to incorporate Galveston 
Island University, with report from the committee on Educa- 
tion; read and passed to athird reading; rule suspended, read 
third time and passed by a two-third vote. es 

Mr. Stedman, by leave, introduced a bill making. an appro- 
priation for the per diem pay, and mileage of thé members and 
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‘the officers of the adjourned sessión-of the sixth ‘Legislature ; 


-read first-and second times, and ordered to be en sroseed:j ‘rule 


suspended, read third time and passed, - 

Mr. Randolph moved -to-refer the bill to the Finance. com. 
mittee—Lost. ~ ` 

‘A message was received from the Senate, announcing to the 
‘House, the passage by the Senate, of the-Houses bill to ‘provide 
for the better security of the Archieves of the State-Departnient, 

‘Mr. Darden:of G., by leave, presented the petition of sundry 
citizens of Gonzales, Fayette, Bastrop and Oaldwell couitties, 
asking for a new county ; ; referred to the committeee: on county 
boundaries. 

‘Mr, Dickson of R. R., called up-a bill for the relief of the 
heirs of Geo. W. Jewell, with report from Public Débt com- 


‘mittee; read second time and ordered tobe engrossed; rule 


suspended, read third time and‘passed by a two-thirds: vote. 

On motion of Mr. Brown, the-petition of Gen. Hugh MeLeod 
was taken up,.and referred to committee ‘on: claims and ac: 
counts. 

Mr. Shaw called up a bill for the relief. ot Rhdda: Gadin 
with report of the committee òn priváte ` land‘ Glaims ; read 
second time, and 

- On motien of Mr. Brown, it was postponed until 11 o'clock 
to-morrow. . 

' Mr. Dickson of:G., called up -a pill to- incor porate: the. tovi 
of Anderson, with report from committee on State. affairs, 
recommending amendments, amendment -adopted‘hand -bill 
ordered to be engressed—rule ‘supended. bill aes ‘third time, 
and passed by a two-thirds vote. -> 

Mr. Adrian moved to adjourn. till 4 o'clock? P. M .—lost. 

Mr. Charlton moved to mopom till-half past 8 o’clook, 

“A. M.—lost. 

On motion of Mr. Trigg, the House adjourned: t silji 8° o ’clock 

A. M. to- morrow. SE 


Howse or REPRESENTATIVES, 
Austin, July 12th, 1856. |, 

House met ‘pursuant to adjournment—roll calledquoran 
present. Journal of yesterday read and adopted. | 

On motion of Mr. Sayles, Mr. Shepherd,. member eleétfrom 
thé county of Washiggton” came forward took*tlre ‘oath of office 
and his seat. 
_ By leave, Mr. Moore one ‘of the committe on. enrolled bills, 
made the following report : 
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Hovse or REPRESENTATIYES, F -- 
: July 12th, 1856: . | 
To the Hon. H. P. Be, .. , 
Speaker, of the House of Representatives: 


The Committee on Enrolled Bills have instructed me to. re- 
| port, that they -have this day examined a bill entitled an act to 
| incorporate the town.of Moscow, and to define the powers of. 
said corporation, and find the same correctly enrolled and the 
game has this, day . been presented to the Governor for his sig- 


nature. 
PETITIONS. 


Mr. Randolph presented the petition of the heirs: of John W: - 
Frith, deceased oe land; reterred to the Committee on private - 
land claims, No. k 

Mr. nA presented the petition of a number of” 
citizens of Denton:county praying for the extension-of the pre- 
emption laws ;_referred to the-Committee on Public Lands. > 
| Mr. Sayles presented the petition. of sundry citizens oft 
Washington county ; referred to the committee ‘on internal i im- 

provements, , 
i Also the petition of J. P. Caples; referred. to the committee. 
on private larid claims, No. 1. 

“Mr. Randolph presented the memorial of Willard Y, Yates,~ 
Í for the establishment of an institution for the blind; referred 
| toa seloct committee of five. 
= Mr. Ochiltree presented the petition of Jack. R. ‘Ever ett ; a 
= referred to a select committee of five. 

E Mi. Bell: presented. the petition of Jas. Dougherty: for land; : 
< referred to committee on Private Land Claims, No. 1. - 4 
E Mr. McCown presented the petition of James W; Winters r 
8 cfer red to committee on Public Lands. 

4 r: Brown presented.the petition of Mrs. Ann Riley for land; 

. kened to committee on. Private Land Claims No. 1 CEN 
= Mr. Ector presented the petition of Hardin Lorse, aig T 
f land; referred to committee on Private Land Claims, No. 2 

|.” "REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES. - 
Parker,.of T., chairman of- the committee on State Af. 
fairs. made the following a report 


CommrritE: Root,- pori 
| duly 12th, 1866. = 

| Lo the nonii H: “ie Be, 

: Speaker of the House of ‘Roprecnuiiess : 

| «Your committee on State-A ffairs, -tòwhoùr was referred the’ a 
petition of M. P. Sharp, have examined the same, and have ine: 
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structed me to report the accompanying bill for his relief, and 
recommend its passage. oo Boake 

Mr. Owings, chairman of the select committee to whom wag 
referred the petition of the citizens of the old -town of Goliad, 
made the following report: ote l 

> * ee ,Commurren Room, - - 
E -5 Austin, July 10th, 1856. { 
To the Honorable H- P. Bee, - mg 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: _ 

The Special Committee to whom was referred the petition of 
the citizens of the old town of Goliad, asking the erection of 
their town and vicinity, on the West bank of the San Antonio 
river, into a separate election precinct, to relieve the griey- 
ances of which they complain, have considered the same, and 
consider the case somewhat novel in character. In view of 
the facts as set forth, they instruct me to report the accompa- 
nying bill, and recommend its passage—referring’ to the me- ' 
-morial itself for the reasons by which they are governed. 

BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr. Rushing introduced a bill, amendatory of and supple- 
mentary to An Act to regulate the practice of Attornéys and 
Counsellors at Law, of May 12th, 1856; read first and second 
times and referred to Judiciary Committee. : a 

Mr. Ector introduced a bill for the relief of Hardin Lorse; 
read first and second times and referred to committee No. 2, on 
Private Land Claims. 

On motion of Mr. Throckmorton, the rule was sus peuded and 
a bill to provide for the investment of the Special School Fund 
in the bonds of Rail Road companies, incorporated by the State, 
was taken up. a 

Mr. Randolph offered a substitute for the’ bill. 

On motion of Mr. Sullivan, 200 copies of the bill, substitute 
and amendment, of committee on Internal Improvements, were 
ordered to be printed. - — 

Mr. Worsham introduced a bill to authorize the recovery ef 
damages for killing in certain cases of homicide; read first and 
second times, and referred to committee on Judiciary. . 

On motion of Mr. Throckmorton, the Loan Bill, Mr. Ran- 
dolph’s substitute and committee amendments, were made the 
special order of the day for Thursday next, 17th inst. . 

Mr. Sayles introduced a bill supplemental to An Act to fix 
the salaries of the Judges of the Supreme and District Courts; 
read first and second times and ordered to be engrossed. rule 
suspended—read. third time and passed. o 
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On motion “of Mr. ‘Kittrell, the bill known `as thé River Bil $ 
was taken’ up—by i suspension of the rules, and'200 copies of” 
it ordered ‘to be pritited, and on motion of Mr. Williams of Soy, 
was made thé special order for Thursday next. | 

On motion of Mr. Randolph the vote referring the memo- ` 
rial of. Willard Y; Yates, for the establishment of an institution 
for the blind; to a select’ committee of five, was reconsidered, a 
and the memorial. referred to a select committee of five, 
appointed at the early part of the session for the consideration. | 
-of the same. 

Mr Ochiltree offered the following resolution : 

-~ Resolved, That the appr opriation made for the payment of: 
the mileage and'per diem of J. C. McAlpin by this House, on 
the 11th inst., be paid by the Treasurer out ot the contingent 
fand of the House of Representatives.—Adopted. ` i 

Mr. Tarlton introduced a bill to amend. the second section of if 
an act to incorporate and establish the Marshall University ; | 
read first and second times and referred’ to committee on edu- 
cation. i 
Mr. Davis introduced a bill amendatory of the 4th Section 
ofan act therein named; read first fand second times, and 
Mr. Davis proposed to amend by adding “and, that this act : 
take effect. and be in force from its passage.” Adopted—bill z 
wo to be engrossed—rule suspended—rëad third time and 

abse i 
: Mr. Witt introduced a bill for the relief of Latimer and 
Swindells; read first'and second times and referred to. Finance, 

Committee. " 


Mr. Gains; by leave, presented the petition. of Samuel Damon; 


referred to committee. No. 2, on Private Land Claims: l l : 
Mr. Truehart introduced a. bill for the relief of Jose Ygnacio : 
Travieso: read first and second times, and referred to. committe. A 


No. 2. on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Melton introduced a bill for the relief of Lewis. Recter; | l i 
read first and second times and referred to committee No. 1 
-on Private Land Claims. ` 

Also a bill. for the relief of Florinda Dixon ; read first and ` 
No times, and referred to committee on Privite Land Claims, ~ 

o 

On motion of Mr. Parker, of T., the rule was suspended and ” 
a Senaté bill for the reliefof N. T. By Byers, was titken up and. 
Ea to the committee on Finance"--- >~ 

Mr. Owings idtroduced a bill to provide an abatract of Land: | 

‘Claims ;. réad first and second times and, referred to committee 3 
-on Public Tands. 


pw 
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The Speaker. then. announced. Messrs.. Davis,, Dickson, of G, 
and Martin, of L., select committee on the. change « of the liqnor- 
law.;- and, Messrs: Ochiltree, Charlton, Williams of- L., Brown, '. 
and Norton, a select co.nmittee-on the’ petition of Jack R, Ev. 
erett. i 
Mx. Dennis, chairinan. of committee on. Epgrossed Bills, re-. 
ported correctly. engrossed, a bill for the relief of the heirs.of 
Carlés Espalin, . . 

Mr, Ector, of Risk, offered the following Preamble. and Res. | 


olutions : 

„ PREAMBLE:. 

Waereas, Since the adjournment ‘of tkis Legislature, « on the - 
Sth day of.February last, it has pleased God to remove from 
among. Us Juzten S. . DEVEREDX, one of ‘the members of this’ 
House, from the County of Rusk, a man: of sterlitg integrity, 
a politician whose polar star was ‘Tove of country ; a husband 
devoted in-his affegtions; a father tender, just and belovéd ;. 
afriend on -whose ear.the sacred call of friendship never fell 
unheedéd ; a citizen whose constant aim was by personal ef- 
fort and pecuniary contribution, to advance the best interests 
of ‘his country ; simple’.and unostentatious in his habits ;. 
firm and undeviating—he presented in the cause of right to 
the youth of -his acquaintance, a pure model of an American . 
gentleman..” In fact, he was the-realization of the idea of the 
Poet—* an honest is man the noblest work `of God” Be it 

| therefore, ~ 
Lfvesolwed, Ast. That this House deeply regret the death of 

Julien S. Dever eux, late member from the county of Rusk. 
Lesolwed, 2nd, ., That the usual badge of mourning be worn 

by the members ef: this House.in. token of our sincere regret for 

the death of the deceased for. the: space of 30-days. . 
Resolved, 3d, .'That-a copy of these resolutions, signed. by 

the Speaker, be forwarded to the a of the deceased, resid- 


` ing in the county of Rusk, «oad oe Ws 


tor 


Resolutions adopted., 

The House then took a recêss Of 20° majnntes.: Being. again 
called to.order— 

Mr. Wood, of Case, offered? ite following. esol ution tx 

Resolved, That the House of Representatives have learned- 
with sincere regret, of the death of the Hon..J.C. Gury, late- 
a member from thè counties of Gass and ‘Titus,’ and of.the. Hon.. 
RicHARD Hinks, late member, from the’ county of Titus, which . 
have.occurred since our adjournment. i in Februar y last. maces 

“Rasolued, That asa mark of respect í fox the memory of, our 
said deceased colleagues, the members of this Houses, will 4 WEL 


~ 
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the usual badge of mourning for thirty. days; and that, the 
Speaker be requested to transmit a copy of these. resolutions, to 
the families of the deceased.—Adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Parsons, ‘the House or till Monday, 
S-o’clock, A. M: . . 
oF get Ee Hove ‘OF Ren ATIVES, he 

i AUSTIN, Monday, July 14th, 1856: 

House -pursuant -to adjóùriment—roll caljed— qnon 
present. Journal of Saturday, 12th inst., read and “ado; Hen 

On motion ‘of Mr. Stednian, Mr. Busby was excused from 
attendance on the House, on aćeoant of sickness. 

On motion of Mr. Ochiltree, Mr Tarlton was excused, . on: 
account of indisposition. ' 

A message was received from the Senate, announcing, to the 
House, the passage of the following bills, originating in, the 
Senate. 

A bill appropriating certain moneys to School Fund: 

A bill to provide for the safe keeping for the. ces Court 
Libraries, at the several branches thereof. os 

_A-bill for the relief of Robert Baldwin. oe” ee 

For the relief of Richard Alderson. ` Pee 

For the relief of Thos. Bell. ` 4 a 

‘Eor the relief of Isabel Seguin y Rùis. - : 

For the relief of Hamilton Ledbetter. ` 

For the relief of the heirs of R. G. Da 

For the relief of Jas. Cummings. 

For the relief of Sam. McKneely. . 

For the relief of Mercer Fain, Sen., and Wm. M. Hewett 

For the relief of Josiah Hudgon. we 

For the relief of the heirs of Jas. M. Rose. . 

For the relief of Christopher Coats. 

A bill requiring the Commissioner of the General Dana 
Office, to issne a Land Certificate to James McDonald. > 

A bill to validate a Survey and Patent apn the headright 
certificate of John-.R. Rogers. za 

A. bill to incorporate. Frost Institute. . 

„A bill to-amend the ‘Ist section of an act-to sor gyids forthe. 
appointment of. `patrols;: cand prescribe their powers and duties. 

A. bill to-amend -an, act, ,to incorporate.the Union Maringsand: 
Fire Insurance. Company... en 5 

A. Bill:to. Jegitimatize. ‘Denangiana,” “Howland, daughter “of 
Sami. W. Howland.. , 

“A, bill: “requiring. Chief: Justices, to give. bonds ‘for ibe tid 
per formance.of their. official. duty. 
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` Anda Joint Régolation prdposiag an’ amendment ‘to the 

Constittition of the State, %7 7s ee 
Sra ‘PETITIONS, + | a 

Mr. McClanahan presented the petition of sundry citizens 
of Anderson county, asking that Volunteer Companies be fur- 
nished arms ; referred to the committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. McCown: presented the petition of Wm. H. Jones; re; 
ferred to the committee Claims and Accounts. —— - s> 

Mr. Parker óf A., presented the petition of Joshua Wright: 
referred to`comimitteėe No. 1, on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Péag presented the petition of the heris of Elbanan 
Gibbs; referred to committee No. 1, on Private Land Claims. 

- Mr. Gaines presented the petition of Saml. Damon, Admin- 
istrator of Claiborn Wright; referred to committee No. 2, on 
Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Smith of Newton, presented the petition ot the heirs of 
A. B. Silliman; referred to the committee on Prive Land 
Claims, No. 1. | a : 

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES. 

Mr. Ochiltree, Chairman of. the Judiciary committee, repor- 
ted favorably on a bill to repeal an act to prevent the sale of 
intoxicating liquors within five miles of the town Marshall, 
except for Medical, Mechanical, or Sacramental purposes, passed 
February 11th, 1854. And recommending the passage of a 
bill to amend an act to incorporate the town of Henderson; 
without amendment. ” Ba 

On motion of Mr. Parsons the rule was suspended, by a`vote 
of 53 to 16; report taken up and adopted, and bill ordered te 
be engrossed. l 

On motion of Mr. Parsons’ the rule was further suspended, 
by_a four-fifths vote; bill read third time and passed. . 

Mr. Ochiltree, Chairmam of the Judiciary committee, made 
the following report: | i 

E < Jvuy 16th, 1856. 
To the Hon. H. P. Bee, rog E l 
, Speaker of the House of Representatives : : me: 

The Judiciary committee have had under consideration the 
petition of G. L. Hill, of Harrison county, praying the passage 
of a law authorizing him to obtain a license ‘to practice law,’ 
he not being yet 21 years of age. The facility with which acts 
of this sort have heretofore been obtained from the Legislature of 
the State, have greatly increased the number of applications. | 
Be teehee: are honestly of the opinion, that.the gtanting 
of theé-prayer of the petitioner like the present almost invaria- 
bly operates to the injury of the young ‘man who thus hastens 
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prematurely to launch the banaue of his destiny upon ‘the great* 
ocean of life, and wée'can but‘think that wherever request has’ 
been granted 


„that thé: Legislature have rather consulted’feeling ° 


than judgement ii‘doing'so., The applicant in this case, the” - 


committee take pleasuré in saying, was proven before them to 

be a young man of good morals and of much méntal promise, 

yet he tells us in his memorial, that he has devoted but a few 

months to the readitig’ of the books of the profession of which 

he is desirous, as wé think, of prematurely becoming a member. 

He is now twenty years and a month old;.it cannot be to his 

disadvantage to apply himself to his books for a short year | 
longer. Your committee therefore, with the highest regard 

for the character of the petitioner, as it has been proven before. 
us, ask leave to report that it would be inexpedient to grant 

the prayer of the petitioner, and that they be discharged from 

thé farther consideration of the same. 

Reports received to come up in their.regular order. 

Also reported a substitute for a bill providing for the pay- 
ment of fees in State cases, report received to come up in its’ 
regular order.’ ` ` P 

` Mr. Dickson of R. R., one of the Judiciary committee, re- 
ported as follows : ` 
To the Hon. H.. P. Bee © apo o. sf; 
Speaker of the’ Hause'of Representatives : 

The Judiciary’ committee have had under consideration a 
resolution referred ‘to them, inquiring into the expediency of 
provding by law, for. alternations among the Judges of tha’ 

istrict Courts, and after deliberation they are of opinion that 
such alternations will contribute much to the speedy and im- 
partial administration of justice in the Courts of the country. 

It must be evident to' every one, that under an Elective Ju- 
diciary, that Judges are often disqualified from presiding in 
the District where’ they were elected, both on account of their 
interest 'as Attorneys, in many instances, as well as their con- 
nection with the people in excited canvasses for the office of 
Judge. And it is also very desirable, as ‘it will tend so much’ 
to produce uniformity in practice throughout the State. Your. 
committee are aware that there is now a law in force providing 

for a change of venue in certain cases, which may be supposed. 
will remedy the evils above referred to, but experience has 
_proved that said law falls far short of affording a remedy, as in. 
a large majority of cases it would be better for a party to 

abandon his action, than to follow it into à different District at 
«80 great expense, when in nine cases out of ten, he could not 
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make out his case anywhere except in, the. county where the, 
artiés reside, From the foregoing - ‘consideration,.as’ well as. 
or many others that might be eutherated;, your committee have - 
agreed to report the following biland recomniend its. passage.. 

Report received and bill read first tinte,. . . 

Mr. Kittrell, Chairman of- the, committee on “Education, - 
made the followin g reports: 

A report recommending. the passage of a bil amending.the 
second section of an acf-to establish and intorporate” the ‘*-Mar- 
shall University” approved 18th January, 1842.. 

.And. recommending the passage of a ‘bill, to establish - thé 
« Nastin Collegiate Female Institute 

‘Also that the committee on Education, to: which was referred. 
the House resolution, instructing said committee to inquire into., 
the expediency of so amending the 3rd section of the 10th. . 
article of the Constitution of the State, as to. remove the ina 
hibition therein contained, and make the School Fund avail- 
able to the counties owning ‘them, and.also the Joint Resolution 
from the Senatè proposing said change, in..the Constitution, 
have considered the two measures in connexion, and the coni- 
mittee have instructed me to say, that recent.developuients con- 
cerning the”present condition of the School lands, im their 
opinion render it necessary that they be brought into market 
and disposed of; your committee would represent that most 
of these lands have been: located in the new counties in our 
North Western territory, and are being.. wasted and, despoiled 
of their timber and exhansted, also by ] persons, settling on them, 
all of which is deterioating them in value, and in contravention of. 
the intention of the framers of the: Constitution i in reference.to. 
the School, Lands. Your committee are ef opinion that inzas. 
mugli as the provision.in the Constitution sought to be amended, 
from the eduses above named. has failed.to answer the purpose.in- 
tended by its framers—it would betherefore wise and proper-in. 
the Legislature so to modify it as.to. make the lands secured to 


- the counties for-School purposes, available’ to said counties, -bes 


fore they become wasted and yaluéless from the causes ahove., 
enumerated, all of which’ is. respectfully. submitted. f 

_ Report received, and on motion of. Mr. Kittrell taken, up ana” 
Joh nt Resolution passed, to, 3rd reading J 

r. Kittrell moved á further Suspension of the, rule that the: 

bill-might pass—lost: . < 

Mr, Cleveland of La ‘Chajman, of: cammnittee No. 2, on. 
Private Land. Claims made the following. reports.: . 

Reported, a bill. sining 320 acres of land ta J oge > Antonio. 
D: Montes. 
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_-;, A bill:for-the welief: of Jose M. A. ‘Montes. -- 7 0 00) à 
‘.. Avbilltfor ‘the telief Grexina Soto. ee 5 
., t Arbill for the teltef òf Elijah Green: PE i Bes Oe 
A bill for the relief -of William Herring. - `> Loe @ 
A bill for:the-relief of the heits of Anthony Smith deceased. 
+s wWesball forthe-relief of Andrew Dougherty. oe 8 
: And bill forthe relief of Robt. J Wheat, and recominend- 
ing that that-partof the claim.of the said’ Wheat- for money, 
-besreferred toithe eommittee on Claims and Acéounts. 
_. Reports received and: bills read 1st time. ee os 
Met. Dennis, Chairman of the committeé on: engrossed bills 
-reported correctly-engrossed, the-following bills: —_. a 
A bill for the relief. of Geo. W. Jewell, a bill making an ap- 
spropriation for the per diem pay: and-:mileage of the members, 
and the per-diem pay of the officers, of the adjourned session 
of the-sixth Logislature,and a bill supplemental to an act to 
fix the salaries of the Judges of the Supreme and Districts 
Courts— report accepted. 
_. A message was-received from the Senate, announcing to the 
“Hlonsé, the passage of the following bills originating in the 
Senate: os l : MES 
~ A bill requiring the Comptroller to perform all the duties 
peas of the-Auditor from and after the first day of Janu- 
ary, 1856, O37 - J 
: VGI to incorporate the Guadalupe Bridge Company, and 
‘that the Senate had concurred in the amendments of the House 
to a bill to.amend the fourth section of an act regulating attach- 
thents,.approved March 11th, 1848. a N 
, Mr. Baylės.one of the committee to whom was referred-the 
¥esolution relative to the expediency of adopting the Civil and 
Criminal’ Codes, made the following majority report: : 
: CommitrEE Room, 
oan Austin, July, 14th, 1856. t 
‘To the Hon.. H.P. Bee, i 
` Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
~ The Select committee to which was referred a resolution- de- 
claring it inexpedient at the present session to act upon the 
Codes prepared by the Commissioners appointed under an act 
of February 10th, 1854, have had the same under considera- 
tion and a majority of the committee instruct me to recommend 
that the-resolittion be indefinitely postponed, and that,the Leg- 
‘islatare” proceed To xdiiiine andgact upon the report ot the 
-Commissiotiers. | 
We are not fully in possession of the reasons which govern 
those who favor the policy of declining to act upon this revision 
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of the Laws prepared and published at & heavy. expenbe to the 
State. There is but one single ground which. we-could regard 
as sufficient to jastify this course, if it can’ be shown that the 
Codes are radically -bad, not capable-of -dmendment, ‘then we 
might well refuse to give them: further. consideration, but with- 
out entering into a critical exaniination of the subject, we may 
safely deny that there. is any such radical defect in the: Codes, 
as reported, as to preclude the hope of amendment. : 
The Constitution of thé State provides:that within five years 
from its adoption, the L aws civil and‘ criminal shall be revised, 
digested, arranged and published in such manner as the Legis- . 
lature shall direct, and-that.a like revision, digest. and publica- 
tion shall be made every ten years thereafter. - : 


pe 


This constitutional provision. was disregarded until the passage 
of the Act of February 10th, 1854, when with great unanimity 
our predecessors enacted the law under which the ‘Commis- 

-sioners have reported. `: 
The framers of the constitution were impressed with the, im- 
“portance of a revision and arrangement of the Laws at regular 
erlods, or they would not have enjoined this duty upon the 
egislature—if we may take the general sentiment of the coun- 
-try as expressed through the Bench and the Bar, and through 
‘every other intelligent channel, no system of Laws calls more 
loudly for revision than our own. Judicial decisions from the 
‘highest court in the State have repéatedly referred to the’ con- 
‘fasion which exists in the system of Laws by which -we are 
governed. The Jaws in many instances have been pronounced 
radically bad, and in many instances the judicial mind .has 
been sorely exercised to find ont what. thé law is, or what its 
language means, scattered through the statute book, and laws 
relating to the same subject, obscure in their meaning, or incon- 
sistent in their provisions. We have no written system of 
practice—the result has been that it is variant in the different 
Judicial Districts, and that an undue proportion of the term of 
the court of last resort is consumed in the decisions of questions 

of practice. l l C8 E 

Our penal laws are radically defective, and call most loudly 
for reform. a. a na 
` The majority of your committee therefore-recommend that 

the penal code be made the special order of each day: until 
finally disposed of, and that the. Legislature then proceed to 
consider and act upon the rémajning portions of the report of 
the commissioner. = ay Ee “a : 
Mr? Ochiltree made the following minority: report i 


9 
88 
To the Honorable H. P. Bee, E g 
oo... Speaker, of th “Howse of Representatives: 63 
- The committee, to whom: was. referred the’ following resolu- 


ton; . € ee : - 3 de 
. Resolved, That in the opinion of -the House of Representa- 
tives of the State of Texas that-it would be inexpedient to 
adopt the Codes of Civil:and Criminal “Procedure ‘now under 
consideration in the House,” reported by the commissioners 
appointed under the Act of the 10th of February, 1854, ate 
not ableto agree upon the same., -> -~ BO | 
‘A majority of the said committee being opposed to the.adop- 
tion of the resolution, the minority have directed me to report 
as follows: . ee a a a 
~ It seems to be understood by many that there is a constitu- 
tional obligation resting upon the Legislature to adopt at this 
time a.system of Laws such as are provided fo¥-in the Codes of 
Civiland Criminal Procedure, now undergoing the considera- 
tion of this House; this is not so. The sixteenth section of the 
seventh article (general provisions) of the constitution, provides 
that within five years after the adoption of this constitution, 
.the laws, civil-and criminal, shall be revised, digested, arranged 
and published, in such manner as the Legislature shall direct, 
and a like revision, digest and publication shall be made evry 
ten years thereafter. ~ eS 

This section of- the constitution is tod plain in. its terms to 
admit of double construction; it means nothing. more, and it 
-provides for nothing more than that the laws as they are, as 
they may have, or may from time to time, enacted by the Legis- 
lature, shall be revised, digested, and published for-the informa- 
tion of the people. The minority are sure that the constitution 
never intended to provide for. works like those, upon the conside- 
ration of which we are now engaged; indeed, your committee 
are strongly of opinion that the Legislature, by its acts approved 
10th February, 1854, meant nothing more than to have that 
action taken with the Laws which was demanded at their hands 
by the express terms of the constitution. . - 

The minority are of opinión that. great and radical changes 
in the laws and-customs of a State should be introduced - with 
much care, and after solemn deliberation. It is better gener- 
ally that laws and customs having some features which we do 
not fully approve, should remain in use, than thata system, 
novel and untried, should be forced upon, the people. The 
statutes of the. Republic of Texas are generally of a reformatory 
character.-’. Indeed the minority think with pride and. pleasure, 
that Texas ocenpies the van in the great work of. legal: reform. 
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Article 671 of Hartley’s Digest proscribes the course of pro- 
ceeding in civil causes; this we believe was the pioneer statute 
on this subject; it ‘has been adopted by the most-enlightened 
States of this Union, as well as abroad, almost verbatumi’: so 
with -our’system ‘of marital rights—our statutes on this ‘most 
interesting subject present a most happy and harmonious blend- 
‘ing of the civil and common law.systems—a decided improve- 
-ment upon Louisiana. This system has been seized vipon by 
many of our sister States, and is becoming rapidly ` dissemi- 
nated throughout the civilized world as a model of reform upon 
this most interesting subject ; our land system and the‘statutes 
necessary to its perfection, have not been touched ‘by the com- 
missioners; we think the omission a wise one. Most of the 
remaining statutes have been corstrmed by our- Supreme 
“Courts. We.have fifteen volumes of Reports with the decis- 
ions.in which in main our people are familiar with few excep- 
tions, so far asthe undersigned are informed, and believe the 


| pore of Texas -are well satisfied with the laws. as they are. 


here reform is wanting, the Legislature is prompt to afford the 
remedy desired, The undersigned are of opinion that:we are 
not.in a situation to adopt the Codes of Civil and Criminal 
rocedure at this time. Our population is composed of emi- 
grants from nearly every State in the Union, together with a 
large share of foreign population. Every man-who comes to 


the State, brings with him an attachment for those laws and 


usages to which he has been accustomed. Our population is 
‘rapidly increasing, and should the present Legislature meet 


‘the expectations of the people in the’ passage of. a permanent 
“system of internal improvements, we have every reason to 


believe that in the next two years our population will have in- 
creased at least ‘twenty-fold, still retaining its heterogeneous 
character—in view of this, the undersigned think that it would 
be unwise to adopt a Code of Laws now, to provide for the 
necessities of a mighty empire, which a few years will serve 
to create within our limits. . ` 
We think that it would be. much. better for us to keep pace 
with our developments by active and frequent legislation, than 
ge of system, the working of which can ‘only be 
the subjects of prophecy, | - = 
__* _ Tis better to bear the ills we have, i 
re Ade gt d- --Phan-fy-to those-we-lndéw- noti of? -a p u =u =- 
The undersigned’: cannot close this report, without-bearing 
cheerful witness to the ability with which the distinguished 
gentlemen appointed to the performance of the task, have disg- 
eharged their several duties. We do not believe -the work 
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could have fallen into better hands, and did we believe it a 
wiser, or more prudént to adopt the Code of Procedure at all, 
it should not be done at the present, juncture, We do not be- 
lieve that we coald, -with some few exceptions, ‘haye a better 
{compilation than the one we have before us. We respectfully 
recommend the adoption. of the resolution by the House. | 

On motion of Mr. Sayles, the rule was suspended and the re- 
ports taken up. i i 

On `motion of Mr. Gaines, a call of the House was ordered. 

On motion of Mr. Bonner, Mr. Worsham was excused from 
attendance on the House on account of sickness. 

On motion of Mr. Green, Mr. McClanahan was also excused. 

. On motion of Mr. Brown, Messrs, West and Dickson of R. 
R., were also excused. 

On motion of Mr. Moore the call was suspended. 

Mr. Ochiltree’*moved to make the reports the special order of 
the day for to-morrow, 10 o’clock—Lost. 

Mr. Stedman moved a call of the House—Lost. 

Mr. Stedman offered the following as a substitute for the res- 
olution of the minority report: 

Resolved, That it is inexpedient for this Legislature to take 
any action relative to the Code of Civil and Criminal proce- 
dure or the Penal Code, reported by the Commissioners who 
prepared them. On motion of Mr. Ardrey, laid on the table. 

Mr. Dickson of G., moved to lay the substitute reported by 
the me,ority of the Committee, for the original resolution, and 
the original resolution on the table. l 

A division was called for. The House rèfused to lay the 
substitute on the table. 

The House then adopted the substitute of the Committee. 

Mr. Cleveland of L., proposed to amend as follows: 
os out, “be the special order of each day until disposed 
om”? 

On motion of Mr. Ardrey, laid on the table. 

Mr, Sayles offered-to substitute the substitute as follows: 

Resolved, That this Legislature will act upon the Penal 
Code, and Code of Criminal Procedure. That the Penal Code 
be made the special order of each day, for one hour, until dis- 
posed of, and that the Code ot Criminal Procedure be made the 
order of the day, in the same manner, so soon as the Penal 
Code is disposed of. 

Mr. Ochiltree proposed to amend the substitute as follows : 

And that the consideration ef the Code of Civil Procedure, 
be indefinately postponed, . 

On motion of Mr. Ardréy, laid on the table by the following vote. 
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{ "Yras.—Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, Bonner, 
; Brown, Burress, Cleveland of B., Cleveland of L., Crosby, Dal- 
rymple, Dancy, Dougherty, Francis, Gay, Gaines, Hale, Hoo- 
` ker, King, Latham, Lawhon, Locke, Martin of H., Martin of L., 
Mabry, McMillin, Merrick, Middleton, Moore, Parker ofA., 
i Pettus, Randolph, Reeves, Runnels, Rushing, Sayles, Selman, 
Shaw, Sheppard, Smith ot Harris, Smith of Harrison, Smith of 
Newton, Sullivan, Tompkins, Trigg, Truehart, White and 
i Williams of S, A—48. : 
Nays.—Messrs. Bell, Charlton, Crabbe, Darden of C., Davis, 
Dennis, Dickson of Grimes, Ector, Ellison, Galloway, Junker, 
Kittrell, McClanahan, Ochiltree, Parker of T., Parsons, Poag, 
! Richardson, Stedman, Stout, Throckmorton, Williams of L., 
Witt, and Wood—24. 

Mr. Stedman proposed to amend as follows: 

‘And that the Code of Civil Proceedure be made the special 
order, in the same manner, as the Code of Criminal Proceed- 
ure is disposed of; which was, on motion of Mr. Sullivan, laid 
on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Cleveland of L., main question was ordered, 
which being the adoption of Mr. Sayles substitute to.the resolu- 
tion, as subtituted, was put and substitute for the resolution, 

i was adopted. 

Mr. Adrian offered to amend as follows: 

ae come in after the words day ‘vat the hour of 5 o’clock 
P. ad 

On motion of Mr. Ardrey, laid on the tahle, by the following 
vote: 

| Yeras.—Messrs. Speaker, Ardrey, Arnold, Askew, Bonner, 
Brown; Burress, Charlton, Cleveland of B., Cleveland of Ik, 
| Crosby, Dancy, Davis, Dougherty, Francis, Gaines, Hale, 
- Hooker, Junker, Latham, Lawhon, Martin of H., Mabry, 
McCown, McMillin, Middleton, Norton, Randolph, Richardson, 
r Runnels, Rushing, Sayles, Selman, Sheppard, Smith of Harris, 
: Smith of Harrison, Smith of Newton, Sullivan, Tompkins, 
Trigg, White, Williams of L. and Williams of San Augustine 
43. i 
Nays.—Messrs Adrian, Bell, Dalrymple, Dernis, Dickson 
of G., Ector, Ellison, Galloway, Green, King, Kittrell, Locke, 
Martin of L, McClanahan, Melton, Moore, Ochiltree, Parker 
l of A., Parker of T., Parsons, Poag, Reeves, Shaw, Stedman, 
i Stout, Throckmorton, Truehart, Witt and Wood—29. 
BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS. 
Mr. Witt introduced a Bill, granting to Jeremiah H. Holl- 
fort the privilege of constructing a bridge across the East 
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Fork of Trinity Riverin Dallas County; read -Ist and 2d times 
and referred to committee on Roads, Bridges and Ferries. 
Mr. Dalrymple introduced a Bill to authorize County Clerks 


| to amend certificates of record, where the same is found to 


be defective, and to supply the impress of the County seal 
where that has been omitted; read Ist'and 2d. times, and 
referred to Judiciary committee. 

Mr. Smith of Harris, introduced a Joint Resolution, con- 
cerning the Federal Court; read 1st and 2d times, and referred 
to select committee of one from each Judicial Distrtrict. 

Mr. Rushing offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on Public Printing be instruc- 
ted to have five thousand copies of the State Constitution prin- 
ted, and bound in pamphlet form, for the use of the House. 

Mr. Adrian moved to lay the resolution on the table—-carried 
by the following vote: . 

Yuas.—Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Ardréy, Askew, Bonner, 
Brown, Charlton, Cleveland of L., Crabbe, Crosby, Dancy, 
Darden of C., Davis, Dennis, Dickson of G., Dougherty, 
Gaines, Galloway, Gay, Green, Hooker, Junker, Martin of L., 
McMillin, Merrick, Middleton, Moore, Norton, Ochiltree, Par- 
sons, Reeves, Sayles, Shaw, Sheppard, Stedman, Throckmorton, 
Tompkins, Trigg, Williams of San Augustine, Witt and Wood 
ee hy 

Nays. —Messrs. Arnold, Bell, Burress, Dalrymple, Ector, 
Ellison, Francis, Hale, King, Kittrell, Latham, Lawhon, Locke, 
Martin of H., Mabry, McCown, Melton, Owings, Parker of A., 
Parker of T., Pettus, Poag, Runnels, Rushing, Selman, Smith 
of Harris, Smith of Harrison, Smith of Newton, Stout, Salli- 
van, Truéhart, White and Williams—3a3. 

Mr. Ardrey introduced a bill for the relief of James Lan- 
sing, and the Legal Representatives of Dexter Watson; read 
Ist and 2d times, and referred to committee on Claims and Ac- 
counts. 

Mr. Darden of C., one of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported correctly engrossed, the following Bills: 

A Bill amendatory of the 4th Section of An Act, therein 
named, An Act for the relief of the heirs.of F. J. Bellows, 
deceased, and a bill to incorporate the town of Anderson— 
Report accepted. 

Mr. Moore offered the following resolution: 

Lesolved, That the committee on Judiciary, be instructed to 
inquire into the necessity and expediency of revising and 
and amending the laws, now in’ force, for the punishment of 
offences committed by slaves and free negroes in this State, 
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and report. by bill or otherwise—Adopted. . 

Mr. Brown ititroduéed 4 Bill tor the rélief of John O’Brien, 
deceased ; read 1st and 2d times, and referred to committee 
No. 1, on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Stedman offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, 'That a select committee of seven be appointed, 
whose duty it shall be, to inquire into the expediency of sub- 
mitting to the qualified voters of ‘the State, the question of a 
call of a Convention to alter and amend the present State 
Constitution, and that they report by bill or otherwise. 

On motion of Mr. Davis, laid on the table by the following 
vote: i 

Yuas.—_~Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Arnold, Askew, Bell, Bon- 
ner, Brown, Burress, Charlton, Cleveland of B., Cleveland of 
L., Dalrymple, Dancy, Davis, Dickson of G., Dougherty, Ector, 
Ellison, Francis, Galloway, Green, Hale, Hooker, Junker, King, 
Lawhon, Locke, Martin of H., Martin of L., McCown, McMil- § 
lin, Melton, Merrick, Middleton, Moore, Parker of A., Parker | 
of T., Parsons, Pettus, Poag, Randolph, Reeves, Runnels, 
Rushing, Selman, Shaw, Sheppard, Smith of Harris, Smith 
of Harrison, Smith of Newton, Stout, Throckmorton, Tomp- § 
kins, Truehart, White, Williams of S. A., Witt and Wood—58. 

Nays.—Messrs. Ardrey, Crabbe, Darden of C., Dennis, 
Gaines, Gay, Kittrell, Latham, Mabry, Norton, Ochiltree, | 
Owings, Richardson, Sayles, Stedman, Sullivan, Trigg and § 
Williams of Lamar—lI8. 7 

Mr. Dennis introduced a bill, to amend the 2nd section of | 
An Act to prevent burning the Woods and Prairies, passed § 
March 18th, 1848; read 1st and 2d times, and referred to Judi- | 
clary committee. f 

Mr. Merrick introduced a bill, to create the County of Cibolo; § 
read Ist and 2nd times, and referred to committee on County J 
and County Boundaries. | 

Mr. Arnold offered the following resolution: 

fresolved, That Wednesday of each week, be set apart for f 
the consideration, and final action of the House on Bills of a J 
private nature, and upon which a favorable report has been | 
made by a committee, and that the alphabetical rule, as it now 
exists, governs; laid on the table one day for consideration. 

Mr. Cleveland of L., offered the following resolutien : ` 


deesolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary, be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of so amending: the laws regula- f 
ting appeals in Criminal cases, as to limit the appeal in capital | 
offences, to cases where the District Judge trying the same, or 
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where either one of the Supreme Judges, upon inspection: of 
the record thereof will certify, that questions of doubt are pre- 
sented, or that.there exists.cause to appeal, and that said com- 
mittee report by- bil], or otherwise. 

‘Mr. Parsons moved the rejection of the resolution; lost by a 
vote of 80 .yeas to 41 nays, as follows: : 

Yeas—~-Messrs. Bonner, Burress, Darden of G., Davis, Den- 
nis, Ector, Ellison, Galloway,-Green, Hooker, Latham, Lay- 
hon, Locke, McCown, Norton, Ochiltree, Owings, Parsons, 
Pettus, Poag, Randolph, Reeves, Sayles, Selman, Stedman, 
White, Williams of L., Williams of S. A., Witt and Wood—30. 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Brown, Chariton, 
Cleveland of B., Clevelaad of L., Crabbe, Crosby, Dalrymple, 
Dancy, Darden of C., Dickson of G., Dougherty, Francis, 
Gaines, Gay, Hale, Junker, King, Kittrell, Martin of H., Mar- 
tin of L., McMillin, Melton, Merrick, Middleton, Moore, Par- 
ker of A., Richardson, Runnels, Rushing, Shaw, Sheppard, 
Smith of “arris, Smith of Harrison, Smith of Newton, Sulli- 
‘van, Throckmorton, Tompkins, and Trigg—A4l. 

Resolution adopted. 

Mr. Dancy introduced a Joint Resolution, proposing .an 
amendment to the Constitution; read Ist and 2nd times, and 
referred to Judiciary committee. l 

Mr. Galloway introduced a Bill, to create the County of 
Franklin; read Ist and 2nd times, and referred to committee on 
County Boundaries, 

- Mr. Davis, Chairman of Select Committee of three, by leaye 
made the following report : i 

The Special Committee, to whom was referred a Bill to amend 
the 3d Section of an Act te authorize the County Courts of this 
State, to grant a license for the retail of Spirituous Liquors, &., 
approved February 2nd, 1856, have had the same under con- 
sideration. The object of the Bill is to prevent persons, engaged 
in the sale of ardent spirits, from selling the same to free per- 
sons ofggolor, or from giving intoxicating spirits to negro slaves, 
or to free persons of color. The amedment proposed, should in 
the opinion of the committee, be adopted, and thus have in- 
structed me to report the Bill back to the House and recom- 
mend its passage—Report received. 


On motion of Mr. Adrian the House then proceeded to the 


orders of the day, and business on the Speaker’s table. 
ORDERS OF THE DAY. 
A bill for the relief of Rhoda Gardner, taken up with a re- 
ee committee on Private Land Claims, No. 1.-—Report 
received. 
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Mr. Brown offered a substitute for the caption and for 2nd 
Section, and to amend 2nd Section, 1st line, by inserting after 
the word Certificate, the words ‘“‘ Provided for in the first Sec-. 
tion of this Act ;” substitutes and amendments adopted. 

Mr. Sullivan movel to refer the bill and amendments back 
to the committee on Land Claims, with instructions to inquire 
into the expediency of passing a general law, granting to all 
mothers, who may give birth to a plurality of children in Texas: 

Mr. Rushing proposed to amend the motion by adding, 
‘Provided that this privilege shall only extend to married 
women.” 

On motion of Mr. Adrian, laid on the table. 

Mr. Randolph moved to lay-the whole subject matter on the 
table. 

Mr. Sullivan moved to adjourn until 9 o’clock to-morrow, A. 
M.—Lost. rn 

Mr. Charlton moved to adjourn until 8 o’clock to-morrow, 
A. M.—Lost. e 

Mr. Adrian moved to adjourn to 4 o’clock, P. M.—Lost. 

Question on Mr. Randolph’s motion to lay the whole sub- 
ject matter on the table, was put and carried by the following vote 

Yuas.—Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey Bell, Burress, 


- Charlton, Cleveland of L., Crabbe, Orosby, Dancy, Darden of 


©., Darden of G., Davis, Dickson of G., Dougherty, Ector, El- 
lison, Francis, Gay, Junker, Kittrell, Lawhon, Locke, Martin 
of L., Mabry, McCown, Melton, Merrick, Moore, Norton, Poag, 
Randolph, Selman, Sheppard, Smith of Harris, Smith of Har- 
rison, Smith of Newton, Stout, Sullivan, Throckmorton, White, 
and Wood—43. 

Nays.——Messrs Arnold, Brown, Cleveland of B., Dalrymple, 
Dennis, Gaines, Galloway, Green, Hale, King, Latham, Martin 
of H., McMillin, Middleton, Ochiltree, Owings, Parker of A., 
Parker of T., Parsons, Pettus, Reeves, Richardson, Rushing, 
Sayles, Shaw, Stedman, Tompkins, Trigg, Truehart, Williams 
of L., and Williams of S. A—81. E 

On motion of Mr. McCown, Mr. Mabry was added to all of 
the committées on which his predecessor served. 

On motion of Mr. Gay, the vote -laying the bill, for the re- 
lief of Rhoda Gardner, on the table, was re-econsidered 

On motion of Mr. McCown, the House adjourned until 8 
o’clock A. M., to-morrow. > > 

Hovssé or REPRESENTATIVES, l 
Austin, July 15th, 1856. $ 
House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
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present. Journal of yesterday read and adopted. 
PETITIONS. oe 

Mr. West presented the petition of D. K.-Ross; referred to 
committee on Public Debt. _ 

Mr. Williams of 8. A., presented the petition of the heirs of 
Henry Vincent; referred -¥ọ, committee No. 2, on private land 
claims, and the petition of “the heirs of W. S. Silliman; refer- 
red to committee No. 2, on private land claims. 

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES. 

Mr Shaw, chairman of the committee on private land claims 
No. 1, reported a bill for the relief of Charles S. Betts, H. J. 
Dewitt, and J. W. Dewitt, recommending their passage; re- 
ports received, and bills read first time. . 
~ Mr. Randolph, chairman of the committee on claims and 
accounts, reported petition of Joseph Walker back to the 
House and asked its indefinite. postponement, the evidence not 


being sufficient to warrant the committee in recommending it. 


to the favorable consideration of the House—report received. 

Also reported a bill for the relief of Sampson & Henricks, 
and Spence & Tumey; report received, and bill read first 
time. ` ! 

Mr. White, chairman of the committee on public lands, re- 
ported favorably on a Senate bill for the relief of S. A. Miller, 
assignee of David Speirs—report received. 

Mr. White, by leave, presented the petition of Angelina B. 
Eberly ; referred to committee on Public Debt. 

Mr. Smith of Harris, chairman of Public Debt committee, 
fa made the following report: — 

B To the Hon. H. P. Bee, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

The committee on Publie Debt, to whom was referred the 
petition of Jno. S. Menifee, have had the same under conside- 
ration, and instruct me to report as follows ; 

Mr. Menifee’s claim is for ten kegs of powder, furnished to 
the army of the late Republic of Texas, twelve days before 
the battle of San Jacinto, and for a horse also furnished the 
army ; and as appears by the evidence of the Colonel command- 
ing, never returned ; the powder valued at one hundred and 
twenty-five dollars, and the horse at thirty dollars, amount- 
ing to 155 dollars. Your committee also instruct me to report 
the same back to the House with a bill recommending the 
payment of the claims without interest ; all of which is respect- 
fully submitted. 

- Report received, and bill read first time. 
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Mr Randolph, chairman of aselect committee, made the fol- 
lowing report : a. 


To the Honorable H. P. Bee, 


Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The select committee to whomgy’as referred sundry memo- 
rials, of the citizens of Newton county, in relation to the pres- 
ent disorganized condition of said county, have carefully con- 
sidered the same. It appears from an examination of the 
memorials alluded to, that there exists much dissatisfaction in 
regard to the present state of things. Under the act of the 
Legislature, approved 22d April, 1846, commissioners were 
appointed to select some place within five miles of centre of 
said county, which place with some other to be selected, should 
be putin nomination and an election should be ordered, and the 


- place receivinga majority of the votes should be the county seat, 


it appears that said places were selected, and that the centre se- f 
lected as aforesaid received a majority of the votes. Dissatis- | 
faction arose and subsequently the Legislature located the 
county site at the town of Burkville, repealing all laws which 
conflicted with the last location, owing to difficulties relative to 
the titles of the property at Burkville; at the request of the 
citizens, another election was held in 1858, and the centre 
received a majority of the votes and was accordingly declared § 
the county site, to which place the archives of the county @ 
were removed. But it seems the difficulty did not end here. § 
At the instance of some of the citizens of said county another 
election was held in April, 1855, and Burkville received a ma- 
jority vote in its favor. To this last decision a portion of the | 
officers refused to adhere, claiming (as your committee think) § 
rightly, that the county site could not be removed to a point § 
five miles from the centre, with a vote of two-thirds of the $ 
citizens, see Hartly Art. 3 37. To allow the county site to re- $ 
main at Barkvilfe, would be to cut off virtually, a large por- | 
tion of the citizens from the convenience intended to be secured ff 
to them. The county of Newton is about sixty-three miles in | 
length, and Burkville is situated in the neighborhood of one of § 
the extreme ends. It seems also that there are no public § 
buildings in Burkville belonging to the county, on the other § 
hand, the site last selected, is in one and a half miles of-the § 
Geographical centre, isa healthy location, an abundance of § 
good water, and timber, and an excellent court house p 
erected at a cost of about’ two thousand two hundred dollars. § 
A sale of lots has already taken place, and your committee are § 
of the opinion that it would-be an act of bad faith to disturb or Ẹ 
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interfere with the rights of those ’who have purchased property 
insaid centre—Newton. In view of the facts presented, the 
committee are unanimously of the opinion that the -town of 
Newton, the place elected ‘within one and‘a half miles of the 
centre, should be declared the county ‘site. .I am therefore in- 
structed to report the accompanying bill, tor the location of the 
county site of Newton county, and recommending: its speedy 
passage. 

Report received, and bill read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Randolph, the rule was suspended and 
the report and bill taken up—report adopted and bill read 
second time. l 

Mr. Ardrey proposed to amend as follows : 

That there shall be held an-election in the county of Newton 
on the first Monday in August next, 1856, by the qualified 
voters of the county, for the permanent location of the site of 
Justice, and that the place receiving the highest number of 
votes shall be the county site for the term of five years. 

On motion of Mr. Smith of Newton, laid on the table by the 
following vote: 

Yuas.—Messrs. Adrian, Arnold, Askew, Bell, Bonner, 
Brown, Burress, Charlton, Cleveland of B., Cleveland of L., 


e 


Crabbe, Dancy, Darden of G., Dickson ot G., Dougherty, Ec- 


tor, Ellison, Francis, Gaines, Galloway, Gay, Green, Hale, 
Hooker, Junker, King, Kittrell, Latham, Lawhon, Locke, Mar- 
tin of L., Mabry, McMillin, Melton, Merrick, Middleton, 
Moore, Owings, Parker of A., Parker of T., Parsons, Poag, 
Randolph, Richardson, Runnells, Rushing, Sayles, Selman, 
Shaw, Sheppard, Smith of Harrison, Smith of N., Stedman, 
Stout, Sullivan, Throckmorton, Trigg, Truehart, White, Wil- 
liams of L., Williams of S. A., Wood and Worsham—63. 
Navys.—Messrs. Speaker, Ardrey, Dickson of R. R., Pettus 
and Witt—5. ` 
On motion of Mr. Smith of N., rule further suspended, bill 

read third time and passed. 
_ Mr. Eetor chairman of a select 
ing report: 

Honorable H. P. Bee, 

| Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

_, The committee, appointed to meet im conjunction with a sim- 
ilar committee on the part of the Senate, to report a bill for 
the relief of Paymaster Giles S. Boggess, after mature delibe- 
‘ration, and having consulted with the Governor and Treasurer, 
and having got their advice in the premises, beg leave to 
report the accompanying bill and recommend its passage. 


committee, made the follow- 
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Report received, and bill read first time. e 
Mr. Smith of Harris, by leave, presented a petition, with 
þill accompanying, of the President and Trustees of-Ruters- 


ville College, the- Texas. Monumental Committee, and the 
Texas Millitary Institute; bill read first and second times, and 


referred, along with memoria], to committee on Education. 

Mr. Locke chairman of a select committee, reported.as fol- 

lows: 
To ihe Hon. H. P. Bee, ` 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

Your special committee, appointed to examine the matterre- - 
ferred to in a petition from sundry citizens asking aslight.change 
in the county line which divides the counties of Upshur and Har- 
rison, have had the same under consideration, and ask leave 
to report that the said change is not calculated to effect any 

rinciple, nor the interest of either of the counties except for 
good, and that as the interest of a great many depends upon 
the immediate change, they report the accompanying bill, and 
recommend its passage; report received and bill read first 
time. 

A message was received fram the Senate announcing to the 
House that the Senate had passed a bill for the relief of Carlos 
Espalier, originating in the House. 

i BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr. Rushing introduced a bill for the relief of Blijah Earl: 
read Ist and 2nd times and referred to Judiciary committee. 

Mr. Parker of T., introduced a bill for the relief of Thos. O. 
Moody; read ist and 2nd times and referred to committee No. 
1, on Private Land Claims. | 

On motion of Mr. Worsham, Mr. McCown was excused 
from attendance on the House, on aecount of sickness, 

Mr. Bell introduced a bill for the relief of Wm. E. Howth; 
read Ist and 2nd times and referred to committee No. 1, on 
Private Land Claims. j 

Mr. Ochiltree introduced a bill to amend an aet to define 
the time ot holding the District Courts in the 5th Judicial 
District, approved 18th February, 1854; read Ist and 2nd 
times and referred to Judiciary committee. ne 

On motion of Mr. Gaines, the House took recess for thirty 
minutes. l 

Recess expired—House met—roll called—quorum present. 

On motion of Mr. Cleveland of B., a bill to create and or- 
ganize the i8th Judicial District, and to define the time of 
holding Courts therein, with amendments from the Senate, 
taken up. 
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. Mr. Cleveland moved to -coneur in the amendients of the © 


Senate. n - - 

Mr. West moved a reference of the amendments to the 
Judiciary committee—lost. ; a 

The question on a concurrence. by the House in the Senate 
amendments was put and amendments concurred in. ` 

The hour having arrivied for special order of the day, name- 
ly:: A bill to encourage the improvement of the navigation 
of the rivers and other navigable waters in Texas, by making 
appropriations for the same, was taken up. 

‘Motion pending at last session being on reconsideration of 
the vote refusing to pass the bill; question being put the same 
was reconsidered by the following vote : a 

Yras.—Messrs. Speaker, Ardrey, Brown, Burress, Chariton, 
. Cleveland of L., Crosby, Dancy, Darden of C., Darden of G., 
Davis, Dennis, Dickson of R. R., Dickson of G., Ector, Gaines, 
Galloway, Gay, Hale, Hooker, Kittrell, Latham, Martin of L., 
Mabry, Middleton, Moore, Norton, Owings, Parker of T., Par- 
ker of A., Parsons, Poag, Randolph, Richardson, Runnels, 
Sayles, Selman, Shaw, Sheppard, Smith of Harris, Smith of 
Harrison, Smith of Newton, Stedman, Sullivan, Throckmor- 
ton, Tompkins, Trigg, White, Williams of L., Williams of S. 
A., Wood and Worsham—53. 

Nays.—Messrs. Adrian, Arnold, Askew, Bonner, Crabbe, Dal- 
rymple, Dougherty, Ellison, Francis, Green, Hooker, King, 
Locke, Martin of H., McMillin, Melton, Pettus, Reeves, Rush- 
ing, Truehart and West—21 

Mr. Gaines offered a substitute te the bill. 

On motion of Mr. Sayles a call of the House was ordered. 

On motion of Mr. Locke, the Sergeant-at-Arms was dis- 
patched after absent members. l i 
a Green moved that the House adjourn until 4 o’clock P. 

„—lost. 

-On motion of Mr. Stedmen, the call was suspended. 

Mr. Throckmorton moved to re-refer the bill and substitute to 
a select committee. 

On motion of Mr. Norton, the substitute of Mr. Gaines was 
laid on the table by the following vote : l 

Yeas.—Messrs. Ardrey,. Arnold, Bell, Charlton, Crabbe, 
Dalrymple, Darden of G., Davis, Dennis, Dickson of -G., 
Francis, Green, Hale, Hooker, #Kittrell, Martin of H., 
- Martin of L., Mabry, McMillin, Middleton, Norton, Parsons, 
Pettus, Poag, Reeves, Richardson, Rushing, Sayles, Shaw; 
Sheppard, Smith of Harris, Smith of Newton, Stout, Tomp- 


‘kins, White, Williams of S. A., Wood and Worsham—38, 
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Nays.—-Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Bonner, .Brown,. Burress, 
Cleveland of B., Cleveland of L., Crosby, Dancy, Darden of 
C., Dougherty, Ector, Fllison, Gaines, Galloway; Gay, Junker, 
King, Lathes, Locke, Melton, Merrick, Moore, Owings, 
Parker of A., Parker of T., Randolph, Runnells, Selman, 
Smith of Harrison, Stedman, Sullivan, Throckmorton, Trigg, 
Truehart, West and Williams of L.—87. st É 

A message was received from the Senate, announcing to the 
het, the passage of the following bills, originating in the 

enate. _ co De : 

A bill to bë entitled an act, for the relief of- F. R. Lubbock, 

A bill for the relief of John W. Collins and Nathan W, 
Bush. S . 

A bill to create the county of Palo Pinto. 

An act for the relief of ‘Troylan de la Garza. 

An act for the relief of James P. Nash. ` 

An act authorizing the County Courts to furnish offices for 
the Sheriff ‘and District Surveyors of theiz respective counties. 

A bill authorizing the use of the Spanish language before 
Justices courts in certain cases, and in the counties west of Guad- 
aloupe River. __ 

An act to incorporate the town of Boston in the couaty cf 
Bowie. 

Mr. Sayles offered the following amendments to the River 
bill; amend by inserting on page 2, line 8, after the word cash 
the following: that said Collector and Treasurer before enter- 
ing upon the duties of his office shall enter into a bond with 
good and sufficient security in the sum of twenty thousand 
dollars, payable to the Governor and his successors in office, 
which bond shall be approved by the Governor, and filed with 
the Secretary of State, and may be sued upon ‘as other like 
bonds. l 

Strike out of Section 5, lines 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6,7, and part of 
line 8, including the word Superintendant, and insert, there 
shall be elected by the Legislature on joint-ballot, a State En- 
gineer and Superintendant who shall receive an annual salary 
of: dollars. l 

Strike out of Section 5, lines 20,21, and insert, whenever in the 
opinion of the Governor, the State Engineer and Superintend:- 
ant cannot perform the duties required of him under this act, 
consistently with his performance of other duties; the Gov- 
eraor way appoint some competent person to superintend the 
work upon any river, bayou, lake or bay designated by the 
‘Governor, who shall give bond, and take an oath of office in 
the same manner as is required of the State Engineer and Super- 
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intendant, and shall-receive a compensation of § 
day while so employed. B 

Mr Throckmorton proposed to amend by letting Engineer 
appoint his assistant—adopted. 

nsert in section ‘6, That whenever the Governor shall be 

notified that a Collector and Treasurer has been appointed and 
qualified as provided in this act, and that he has raised a sub- 
scription for as much as the sum of one thousand dollars for 
one or more rivers, Bayous, lakes or bays, and that five per 
cent of said subscription has been paid in cash, and in section 
7, line 8, strike out one-fourth-and insert one-fifth; amend- 
ments taken up, read and adopted seriatum. 

Mr Throckmorton moved to adjourn till 3 o’clock—lost. 

Mr. Davis moved to adjourn till 8 o’clock A. M. to-morrow 
—lost. 

Mr. Crosby proposed to amend by filling up the_blank in the 
salary of the Chief Engineer with $3,000 per annum, payable 
quarterly ; and the salary of Sub-Engineer, with $5.00 per day, 
during the time employed in actual service—Adopted. 

Mr. Cleveland of .L., proposed to amend as follows: Strike 
out $3,000, and insert. $5,000-—Laid on the table by the 
following vote: 

Yras—Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, Bell, Bon- 
ner, Brown, Burress,-Cleveland of B., Darden of G., Davis 
Dennis, Dickson of G., Dougherty, Ector, Hllison, Francis 
Galloway, Gay, Green; Hale, King, Kittrell, Latham, Locke, 
Martin of H., Martin of L., Mabry, MeMillin, Miller, Ochiltree, 
Parker of T., Parsons, Pettus; Poag, Reeves, Richardson, Run- 
nels, Rushing, Sayles, Shaw, Sheppard, Smith of Harris, Smith 
of Harrison, Smith-of N., Stedman, Throckmorton, Tompkins, 
Trigg, West, White, Williams of L., and Worsham—5s. 

Nays-—Messrs. Cleveland of L.; Crabbe, Crosby, Dalrymple, 
Dancy, Darden of C., Gaines, Hooker, Junker, Middleton, 
Moore, Norton, Owings, Parker of A., Randolph, Selman, 
Stout, Sullivan, Truehart, and Wood—20 
| Mr. Brown proposed to amend by inserting after the word 

“quarterly,” the words “and his necessary travelling ex- 
penses. ” . 

On motion of Mr. Sayles, laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Sayles, the main question was ordered, 
which being on the passage of the bill, the yeas and nays were 
called, and the House refused to pass the bill, it requiring two- 
thirds, by the following vote: l l l 

Yuas—-Messrs. Speaker, Ardrey, Bell, Brown, Burress, 
Busby, Charlton, Cleveland of L., Crosby, Dancy, Darden of 
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C., Darden of G., Dickson of R. R., Davis, Dennis, Gaines, 
Galloway, Gay, Hale, Junker, King, Kittrell, Lawhon, Latham, 
Martin of L, Mabry, Middleton, Moore, Norton, Ochiltree, 
Owings, Parker of A., Poag, Richardson, Runnels, Sayles, 
Selman, Shaw,. Sheppard, Smith of Harris, Smith of Harrison, 
Smith of N., Stedman, Sullivan, Tompkins, White, Williams 
of L., Williams of S. A., Witt, Wood and Worsham—46. 

Nays—Messrs. Adrian, Askew, Arnold, Bonner, Cleveland 
of B., Dalrymple, Dickson of G., Dougherty, Ecter, Ellison, 
Francis, Green, Hooker, Locke, Martin of H., McMillin, Mel- 
ton, Merrick, Parker of T., Parsons, Pettus, Randolph, Reeves, 
Rushing, Stout, Throckmorton, Trigg, Truehart, and West—28, 

Mr. Brown offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Chief Clerk be instructed to prepare a 
full list of all the standing committees as now constituted, and 
have one hundred copies of the same printed for the use of the 
House—Adopted. 

Mr. Darden, chairman of joint committee on enrolled bills, re- 
ported correctly enrolled a bill to provide for the better security 
of the archives of the State Department; a bill to incorporate 
the city of San Antonio; and a bill for the relief of the heirs of 
Carlos Espalier—Report accepted. X 

Mr. Dennis, chairman of committee on engrossed bills, re- 
ported correctly engrossed, a bill to locate permanently the 
county site of Newton county. l 

The Speaker then announced the followtng select committee 
on the memorial to Congress concerning Federal Courts: 

Messrs. Smith of Harris, Darden of C., Dancy, Sheppard, 
Cleveland of B., Ardrey, Smith of Harrison, Williams of L, 
Davis, White, Crosby, Latham, Middleton, McCown, Cleve- 
land of L., and Throckmorton. 

On motion, the House adjourned until 8 o’clock, A. M., to- 
morrow. 


House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
Austin, July 16, 1856. | 

House met pursuant to adjournment—rol] called—quorum 

present. Journal of yesterday. read and adopted. 
PETITIONS. 

Mr. Throckmorton presented the petition of sundry citizens 
of Wise County; referred to Finance committee. 

Mr. Ellison presented the petition of Celia McCurly ; refer- 
red to committee on Public Debt. 

Mr. Parker of T., presented the petition of Benjamin F. 


æ 
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Walker; referred to committee No. 1, on Private Land 

Claims. . E p oe 

Mr. Throckmorton presented the petition of ‘Millesia C. 

Sides; referred to.committee No. J, on Private Land Claims. 
- REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES. . 


Mr. Throckmorton, Chairman ‘of the committee on Internal 

Improvement, made the following report : 
Hon. H. P. Bee, l 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

£ The committee on Internal Improvements, to whom was refer 
red the memorial of sundry citizens of Gonzales County, praying 
that John Moody be allowed the privilege of erecting a dam 
across the San Marcos River, for the purpose of constructing 
Machinery, have considered the same, and herewith report a 
bill and reccommend its passage; report received, and bill read 
Ist time. j 

BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr. Cleveland of B., introduced a bill for the relief of the 
heirs of Elisha Roundtree; read Ist and 2nd times, and referred 
to committee No. 2, on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Brown introduced a bill, creating the-office of weigher 
of cotton, at certain’ ports in this State; read ist and 2nd 
times, and referred to select committee of. five. 

On motion of Mr. Adrian, the House proceeded to the orders 
of the day, and business on the Speaker’s table. 

Mr. Dickson of G., moved a reconsideration ef the vote taken 
on yesterday in refusing to pass the River bill. 


a 4 


The question arose, as to whether the motion could be receiv- - 


ed, the vote refusing to pass the bill, having been reconsidered 
on three several times before. 

The question being put to the House, the yeas and nays 
were called for. 

On motion cf Mr. Burress, a call of the House was ordered. 

On motion of Mr. Francis, call suspended. 

On motion of Mr. Stedman, call again ordered. 

Mr. Worsham, by leave, retired from the Hall. 

On motion of Mr. Burress, the Sergeant-at-arms, despatched 
for absent members. 

Mr. Francis moved asuspension of the call—Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Adrian, call suspended, and the House 
proceeded to vote as to whether Mr. Dickson’s (of G.) motion 


i should be received, and the motion was received by the following 


vote: 
Yeas.— Messrs. Ardrey, Bell, Brown, Burress, Busby, Charl- 
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ton,-Cleveland of L., Crabbe, Cresby, Dancy, Darden of C., 
Davis, Dickson of G., Dickson of R. Ri, Ector, Gaines, Gallo- 
way, Junker, Kittrell, Latham, Lawhon, Martin of L., Mabry, 
Middleton, Norton, Owings, Parker of- A., Parker of T., Par- 
sons, Poag, Pollock, Randolph, Reeves, Richardson, Runnels, 
Sayles, Selman, Shaw, Sheppard, Smith of Harris, Smith of 
Harrison, Smith of N., Stedman, Thompson, Tompkins, 
White, Williams of S. A., Witt, Wood ana Worsham—50. 

Nays.—Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Arnold, Askew, Bonner, 
Cleveland of B., Dennis, Dougherty, Ellison, Francis, Green, 
Hale, Hooker, King, Locke, Martin of H., McMillin, Melton, | 
poe Moore, Pettus, Rushing, Stout, Truehart, and West 
—325, ; . 

The question on the reconsideration of the vote was put, and 
vote reconsidered by the following vote : 4 

‘Yras—Messrs. Speaker, Ardrey, Bell, Brown, Burress, Bus- 
by, Charlton, Cleveland of B., Cleveland of L., Crabbe, Cros- 
by, Dennis, Dancy, Darden of C., Davis, Dickson of R. R., 
Dickson vf G., Ector, Gaines, Galloway, Hale, Junker, Kit- 
trell, Latham, Lawhon, Martin of L., Mabry, Moore, Middle- 
ton, Norton, Owings, Parker of A., Parker of T., Parsons, 
Pollock, Randolph, Richardson, Runnels, Sayles, Selman, 
Shaw, Sheppard, Smith of Harris, Smith of Harrison, Smith 
of N., Stedman, Sullivan, Thompson, Tompkins, Trigg; True- 
hart, White, Williams of L., Williams of S. A., Witt, Wood 
and Worsham—57. 

Nays—Messrs. Adrian, Arnold, Askew, Bonner, Dalrymple, 
Dancy, Dougherty, Ellison, Francis, Green, Hooker, King, 


` Locke, Martin of H., McMillin, Melton, Pettus, Poag, Rushing, 


Stout, and West—21. 

Mr. Smith of Harris moved to postpone the consideration of 
the bill uncil this day two weeks, and that it be made the spe- 
cial order, for that day, which was, on motion of Mr. Crosby, 
laid on the table. 

Mr. Parsons moved to postpone the bill until this day week. ' 

Mr. Sullivan moved to lay the motion on the table, where- 
upon the yeas and nays were called and stood: ` = i 

Yeuas,—Messrs. Speaker, Ardrey, Arnold, Askew, Bell, Brown, 
Busby, Charlton, Cleveland of L., Crosby, Dalrymple, Dancy, 
Darden of O., Darden of G., Davis, Dennis, Diekson of G., 
Dickson of R. R., Ellison, Gaines, Hale, Junker, King, Kit- 
trell, Latham, Lawhon, Locke, Martin of L., Mabry, McMillin, 
Melton, Merrick; Middleton, Moore, Norton, Owings, Parker 
of A., Poag, Pollock, Randolph, Richardson, Runnels, Selman, 
Shaw, Sheppard, Smith of N., Stedman, Stont, Sullivan, 
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| Thompson, Trigg, Williams of L., Williams of S. A., Witt and 
| Wood.—55. 

Navys.—Messrs. Adrian, Bonner, Burress, Crabbe, Dougherty, 
Ector, Francis, Galloway, Green, Hooker, Martin of L., Me- 
| Cown, Ochiltree, Parker of T., Parsons, Pettus, Reeves, Rush- 
| ing, Smith of Harris, Smith of Harrison, Throckmorton , True- 
| hart, West, White, and Worsham—-25. 

So the motion to postpone, was laid on the table. 

Mr. Richardson moved the previous question. 

_On motion of Mr. Snilivan, a call of the House was ordered. 

On motion of Mr. Darden of G., call suspended. 

Mr. Parsons moved to adjourn until 9 o’clock A. M., to- 
morrow— Lost. 

The main question was then ordered, which, being the pas- 
sage of the bill, the same was put, and bill passed by a two 
third vote, as follows: 

Yuas-—Messrs. Speaker, Ardrey, Bell, Brown, Burress, Bus- 
by, Charlton, Cleveland of L., Crosby, Dancy, Darden of ©., 
Darden, of G , Davis, Dennis, Dickson of R. R., Ector, Gaines, 
Galloway, Hale, Junker, King, Kittrell, Latham, Lawhon, 
Martin of L., Mabry, McCown, Middleton, Moore, Norton, 
Ochiltree, Owings, Parker, of A., Parsons, Poag, Pollock, 
Richardson, Runnels. Sayles, Selman, Shaw, Sheppard, Smith, 
of Harris, Smith of Harrison, Smith of N., Stedman, Sullivan, 
Tarlton, Thompson, Tompkins, Trigg, White, Williams of L:, 
Wiliams of S. A., Witt, Wood, and Worsham—5/. 

_ Nays—Messrs. Adrian, Arnold, Askew, Bonner, Crabbe, 

Dalrymple, Dickson of G., Dougherty, Ellison, Francis, Green, 
Hooker, Locke, Martin of H., McMillin, Melton, Merrick, Par- 
ker ot T., Pettus, Randolph, Reeves, Rushing, Stout, Throck- 
morton, Truehart, and West—26. 

A message was received from the Senate, announcing to the 


House, that the Senate had refused to concur in the amend- 


ments of the House to the Senate’s bill, to define the Ist Judi- 
cial’ District, and to fix the time of holding District Courts therein 
The hour having arrived, the special order for to day, 11 
o'clock, viz; Kansas Resolutions taken up and on motion of 
Mr. Ochiltree, made special order of the day for 10 o’clock 
Monday week, 28th day of July, 1856. 
l ORDERS OF THE DAY. 
À bill to ascertain legal claims for land and money against 
the State of Texas taken up. 
Mr. Adrian offered a substitute for the first five lines of the 
Ist Section. 
-, 6 
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Mr. Ardrey moved to lay the substitute on the table—Lost. 


k On motion, substitute adopted. 

: Mr. Brown proposed to amend the 18th and 15th lines, by 
f striking out the word Senate” and inserting the word “ Leg- 
islature”—Adopted. 


Mr. Latham proposed to amend by inserting $2500 instead 
3 of $2000, yearly salary. ' 
i | On motion of Mr. Parker of A.; laid on the table. 
! Mr. Ochiltreemoved tostrike out $2000, and inser: $2,250 salary. 
Mr. Stedman moved to strike out $2,250, and insert $3000— 
laid on the table. 
4 The question on Mr. Ochiltree’s amendment was put, and 
: amendment adopted by the following vote of 44 yeas, 80 nays. 
Mr. Randolph proposed to amend as follows: strike out “a 
Commissioner of Claims,” and insert * three Commissioner- 
of Claims ;” laid on the table. 

Mr. Williams of L., moved to strike out March, and insert 

September—carried. ; 
r. Dickson of G, moved to strike out all after the word 
certificate in first line of 2nd section, to 1840 in 4th line. 
ge Mr. Rushing proposed to amend the motion, by striking out 
all in the 2d section, that requires head-right certificates to he 
investigated by the Commissioner; accepted and motion, as 
amended adopted. 

The Speaker, then announced the following committee on a 
bill to create the office of weigher of cotton, in certain” ports 
of Texas: 

Messrs. Dancy, Martin of L., Bell, Worsham and Rushing. 

Mr. Darden of G., moved to adjourn until 8 o’clock A. M., 
to-morrow — Lost. 

Mr. Cleveland of L., proposed to amend by striking out of 
3d section, 4th line, all relating to headright certificates, also 
in 3d section, 5th line, all after the word “issued”—Adopted. 

Mr. Williams of S. A., moved to recommit the bill of the 
special committee on Land Frauds. 

Mr. Adrian moved to adjourn until 4 o’clock P. M.—Lost. 

Mr. Kittrell, moved a reconsideration of the vote adopting 
the motion of Mr. Dickson of G., to strike out all of the word 
certificate in Ist line to 1840 and 4th line. 

On motion of Mr. Stedman, the House adjourned until 8 

-o'clock A. M. to-morrow—pending Mr. Kittrell’s motion to 
reconsider the vote adopting Mr. Dickson’s (of G.) amendment, 
House or RepREsENTATIYVES, 
; Avstin, July 17th, 1856. 
House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
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present. Journal of yesterday read and adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Darden of C., the rule was suspended, and 
a Senate bill to define the first Judicial District, and to fix the 
time of -holding courts therein, taken up, and House refused to 
recede from their amendments; whereupon, Messrs. Darden 
of C., Dancy and Sullivan were appointed a committee of con- 
ference to act with a like committee on the part of the Senate 
on said amendments. l 

A message was received from His Excellency, the Governor, 
through his private Seeretary. 

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES. 

Mr. Shaw, chairman of committee No. 1 on public land 
claims, reported adversely on the claims of Martin Clark and 
Henry Hilton, and reported a bill for the relief of Joseph Mor- 
rison ; reports received, and bill read first time. 

Mr. Ardrey, one of the committee on judiciary, made the 
following reports : 

To the Honorable H. P. Bee, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The judiciary committee, to whom has been referred the bills 
entitled, as follows: 

“An Act to authorize the county courts of this State to 
have transcribed the records of their respective counties; a bill 
authorizing the county court of Guadalupe county to have cer- 
tainrecords transcribed; a bill to authorize the county court of 
Karnes county to have the records of the county transcribed ; 
and a bill to authorize the transcribing of book A of record of 
deeds, and other writings, in the county of Kaufman,” have had 
the same under consideration, and have instructed me to make 
the following report: That the frequency of application to the 
Legislature for the passage of bills of the character of th ose 


above recited, shows the necessity of the passage of a general . 


law, giving to the county courts of the several counties of the 
State, the power and authority'to have their records and office 
books of their public offices, whenever so much worn, de- 
faced, or mutilated, as to endanger their preservation, tran- 
scribed and copied into suitable leather-bound books for 


: frequent use in public offices, and thereby save the éxpense of 


affording relief, by passing special Acts on that subject. For 
this purpose the said committee have caused -to be prepared a 
bill for an Act making general provisions for such relief to any 
and all of the counties whenever the necessity shall exist,¥which 
dispenses with the necessity of their making application to the 
Legislature in the future, and they recommend the passage of 
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the same, which will dispense with the necessity of the passage 
of the above described bills, which have been referred to said 
committee, and will enable the parties interested in those bills 
to obtain the relief they desire thereby. 

Report received, and bill read first time. 

The judiciary committee, to whom has been referred the 
resolution of the House, that the judiciary committee be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of adopting a law, 
authorizing guardians, executors and administrators, with the 
approbation of the Chief Justices of counties to relinquish 
claims to lands which have been sold for taxes and purchased 
by decedents, in the same manner in which it might be done by 
the purchasers themselves, and that committee report by bill, 
or otherwise; have had the subject matter under consideration, 
and have deemed that it is the convenience, and to the interest 
of those persons who are now by law not authorized to make 
relinquishments of titles to lands purchased under tax sales, 
which became vested in them by operation of the death of the 
purchasers, and have therefore prepared a bill to carry out the 
object proposed by said resolution, and have instructed me to 
report the same to the House, and recommend its passage. 

Reports received, and bill read first time. 

Mr. Randolph, chairman of committee on claims and ac- 
counts, made the following reports: 

Reported the petition of the heirs of Jas. Hodges, back to 
the House, asked its reference to committee on public debt, and 
asked to be discharged from the further consideration of the 
petition of William 8. McDonald. 

Gentlemen of the Senate, 


and of the House of Representatives: 

The Committee on Claims and Accounts, to whom was refer- 
red the petition of Dr. Samuel B. Dickinson, have carefully 
examined the same. It appears that in the year 1835, the $ 
said Dickinson was employed as sub-agent by Stephen F. Aus- $ 
tin, Branch T. Archer and William H. Wharton, Commissioners § 
of the Provisional Government of Texas, to the United States, 
&c., to travel and assist them in the discharge of the duties of $ 
their mission ; that said Dickinson, did render satisfactory aid § 
to the Commissioners aforesaid, for which services he asks § 
nothing, he only asks that the State of Texas pay him his [ 
travelling expenses, amounting to $375, and interest. Iam f 
instructed, by the committee, to report the accompanying bill 
for his relief and recommend its passage; bill read first time. | 

The Committee on Claims and Accounts, to whom was re- f 
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| ferred the petition and accompanying documents of Henry 
Klahn, have had the same under consideration and instruct me 
to report: Thesaid Klahn says that in the year 1853, while 
residing in Hidalgo County, he was possessed of a large amount 
of live stock, goods, clothing, bedding, &c., and that thinking 
himself secure in the lawful prosecution of his business and in 
the possession of his property, a hostile band of Indians made 
a descent upon his premises and robbed him of the whole of 
his property and means. The Committee state that the proof 
of the amount claimed, is not clear, but admitting the claim to 
have been fully established by proof, they are unanimously of 
the opinion, that the State of Texas is not bound for it. How- 
ever much your committee may sympathise with Mr. Klahu, 
they feel that they can do no more than to advise him to pre- 
sent his claim to the Federal Government for allowence, and 
payment. The Committee ask to be discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the petition; report received. 

On motion of Mr. Darden of G., the report on the claim of 
the heirs of Jas. Hodges. was taken up and referred to commit- 
mittee on Public Debt. 

On motion of Mr. Sayles, the rule was suspended and a 
Senate bill, authorizing Wm. D. Dillon to practice law, was 
taken up and passed to a third reading. 

Mr. Rushing offered the following amendment: 

Provided that nothing in this act shall be so construed as to 
admit the said Dillon to practice contrary to an Act of May, 
1846, regulating the license and practice of Attorneys and 
Counsellors at Law. 

On motion of Mr. Charlton, laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Chaclton, the rule was further suspended, 
bill read 8d time and passed. 

Mr. Ochiltree, by leave, presented the petition of Thomas 
Russell ; referred to committee No. !, on Private Land Claims, 

On motion of Mr. Askew, the rule was suspended and a 
Senate Bill, requiring the Comptroller to perform all the duties 
required of the Auditor from and after the Ist day of January, 
1856; taken up and read Ist and 2d times. 

Mr. Sheppard proposed to amend, by striking out January, 
and inserting August—Adopted. 

On motion ot Mr. Locke, bill passed to 3d reading. l 

On motion of Mr. Brown, a further consideration of the bill 
was postponed until to-morrow. 

Mr. West obtained leave to withdraw the papers accompany- 
ing the petition of James H. Maning and affidavit of Gurtru- 
dis Rivas, 
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The following communication from his Excellency, Gover- 
nor E. M. Pease, was then taken from the Speakers table: 
EXECUTIVE OFFICE. 
Austin, Texas, 16 July, 1856. 
Gentlemen of the Senate, 
and of the House of Representative : 

I have examined an Act that originated in the House of 
Representatives, entitled “An Act to incorporate the town of 
Moscow, and define the powers of said corporation,” and feel 
constrained to withdrawn my approval from it, because it seems 
to me that it conflicts with the 27th Section of thë 7th Act of 
our Constitution, which provides, that “every law enacted by 
the Legislature, shall embrace but one object, and that shall be 
expressed in the title.” The object of this Act, as expressed in 
its title, is to incorporate the town of Moscow and define the 
powers of said corporation. The 19th, 20th, 21st and 22nd sec- 
tions of the Act, contain provisions authorizing said corporation 
to prohibit the sale of spiritueus or vinous liquors, except for 
medicinal, mechanical, chemical and sacramental purposes, in 
the District of country between the Masonic Hall, in said town 
of Moscow, and the line of Trinity County ou the North, and for 
five miles on every other direction from said Masonic hall, if a 
Majority of the legal votes in said District, shall vote in favor 
of said prohibition, at an election to be ordered for that purpose 
by the Chief Justice of Polk county, and also imposing a pen 
alty for the violation cf said prohibition. Had the operations 
of these provisions heen confined to the corporate limits of the 
town, which are declared to be one mile square, I should not 
consider the act liable to the objections here made. But this 
Act gives the corporate authorities power to legislate on this 
subject for a large district of country outside of the limits of the 
town. In adopting this provision of the Constitution, it was 
evidently intended that the title of every Jaw should give no- 
tice of the subject of which it treated. The provision is a good 
one, and had been rendered by the practice, that prevailed ex- `. 
tensively under the Constitution of the Republic, including 
several different subjects in one law, while the title referred to 
only one, and that perhaps the least important. 

“In this case, no one would ever think of looking into a law 
to incorporate the town of Moscow to find a penal statute, pro- 
hibiting the sale.of liqnors, five miles distant from the town in 
every direction. 

If such a law is desired by the inhabitants of Polk county 
let it be passed, with an appropriate title. For these reasons I 
return the Act to you for your consideration. 
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Mr. Randolph moved to postpone the consideration of the 
subject until Saturday next— Lost. $ 

The question on passing the bill over the Governor’s veto 
was then put, and the House refused to pass the bill, by the 
following vote, it requiring two thirds to pass the bill: yeas 


32, nays 29. 
EXECUTIVE OFFICE, 

Austin, July 11th, 1856. ! 
To the Hon. the Speaker, 
and Members of the House of Representatives; 
I have the honor to acknowledge the reception of a resolu- 
tion of your Honorable body, passed on the 9th inst., requiring 
me, at the earliest opportunity, to furnish the House of Repre- 
sentatives with all the information in. my possessiou, in refer- 
ence to the building of the Governor’s house, the selection of 
the site for the same, and also, as to the contract for building 
the new Land office. In reply to said resolution, I bes leave to 
state, that a report was drawn up during the first part of your 


session, by the Commissioners to superintend the erection of ` 


the Governor’s house, showing fully their action as Commis- 
sioners, up to that time, which report I supposed, up to the re- 
ception of the resolution, had been submitted to the Legislature. 
but [find on inquiry of the other Commissioners, that its trans- 
mission had been inadvertedly omitted. I now transmit said 
report, together with a supplemental report, which with the 
accompanying plan and specifications, contain all the informa- 
tion in my possession in reference to that branch of the 
resolution. J also transmit, herewith, a report of the commis- 
sioners to superintend the erection of a new Land Office, 
showing the action they have taken, up to this time, all of which 
is respectfully submitted. 

Referred to committee on Public Buildings. 

Mr. Charlton introduced a bill for the relief of Wm. G. Me- 
Deniel; read ist and 2nd times, and referred to committee 
No 2,on Private Land Claims. 

Mr, Sullivan introduced a bill for the relief of Jonathan 
Frost, deceased; read Ist and 2nd times, and referred to com- 
mittee Nv. 2,on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Gaines, by leave, presented the petition of Agaba Win- 
ters; referred to committee No. 2, on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Ochiltree presented the petition of Charles Crouch; re- 
ferred to committee No. 1, on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Parker of T., offerred the following resolution: 


Resolved, Vhat the Chief Clerk have printed, for the use of 
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- the House, 100 copies of the unfinished business, as now alpha. 


betically arranged. 

On motion of Mr. Charlton, laid on the table. 

Mr. Cleveland of L., introduced a bill for relief of Anthony 
Miller; read Ist and 2nd times, and referred to committee on 
Claims.and Accounts. i 

Mr. Wood introduced a bill to incorporate Linden Academy ; 
read Ist and 2nd times, and referred to Educational Commit- 
tee. 

A message was received from the Senate announcing to the 
House, that the Senate had appoiuted Senators Hill, Bryan and 
Potter a committee of conference, to act with the committee of 
the House, on the Senate’s amendment to a bill to define the 1st 
Judicial District. 

Mr. Dancy made the following report: 

Mr. Speaker :—The committee, appointed to investigate all 
matters relating to the expenditure of the money appropriated 
for the construction of the Capitol, and the purchase of furni- 
ture for the Capitol, ask leave to continue their session, until 


Monday next, the 12st inst. 
JOHN W. DANCY. 


Chairman. 
Report accepted and time asked fov, allowed. 
Mr. Smith of H., chairman of Public Debt committee report- 

ed, by leave, as follows: 


To the Hon. H. P: Bee, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The committee on Public Debt, to whom was referred the 
communication of his Excellency, the Governor, coneerning a 
communication from the Governor of the State of Georgia, 
asking for compensation for arms lust by the Georgia Battallion, 
under the command of Col. Fannin, at the masaere of Goliad, 
have instructed me to report the following bill. 

Report received and bill read Ist time. 

Motion ‘pending when the House adjourned yesterday, viz: 
Mr. Kittrell’s motion to reconsider the vote, adopting Mr. Dick- 
son’s (of G.) amendment to a bill to ascertain the tegal claims 
for land and money against the State of Texas, taken up with 
the bill, and vote reconsidered. 

Mr. Stedman moved to lay the amendment on the table; the 
yeas and nays were called for and the amendment laid on the 
table by the following vote : 

Yeras.—Messrs. Speaker, Ardrey, Arnold, Brown, Busby, 
Cleveland of B., Darden of O., Davis, Dennis, Gaines, Gal- 
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loway, Hale, King, Kittrell, Latham, Lawhon, Martin of L., 
Mabry, Merrick, Norton, Ochiltree, Parsons; Randolph, Reeves, 
Rushing, Sheppard, Smith of Harris, Stedman, Stout, Sullivan, 
Tompkins, Tompson, Truehart, West and Williams of S. A.—35 

Nays.—Messrs. Adrian, Bonner, Burress, Charlton, Crabbe, 
Dalrymple, Darden ot G., Dickson of R. R., Dickson of G. 
Dougherty, Ellison, Francis, Green, Hooker, Junker, Locke, 
Martin of H., McMillin, Melton, Moore, Owings, Parker of 
A. Parker of T., Poag, Selman, Smith of Harrison, Smith of 
N., Tarlton, White, Witt and Wood— 81. 

Mr. Parker of A., moved a re-consideration of the vote 
adopting Mr. Cleveland’s (of L.) amendment, to 3d section 4th 
line—carried. 

On motion of Mr. Stedman, the amendment was laid on the 
table. 

Mr. Sheppard proposed to amend as follows: strike ont the 
first 5 lines of 5th section, and insert instead “it shall be the 
duty of the Commissioner of the General Land Office, to have 
made out certified copies of all the reports which have here- 
tofore been made, or may hereafter be made, by the Clerks of 
the boards of Land Commissioners and of District and Coun- 
ty Courts of the several counties of the Republic and State of 
Texas, and deliver the same to the Commissioner of .Claims.” 

On motion of Mr. Ardrey, laid on the table. 

Mr. Dickson of R. R., proposed to amend by striking out all 
after the words “ and he shall &.” to the words passed and in- 
sert “ upon objection being made by any party interested.” 

On motion of Mr. Stedman, laid on the table. 

Mr. Burress proposed to an.énd as follows: in 10th line, 6th 
section, after the word witnesses insert “in open Court or by 
deposition taken before any officer ia this State using a seal,” 
in 14th line, 6th section, after the word witnesses “ taken as 
above.— Adopted. 

Mr. Dickson of R. R., proposed to amend Tth section 9th 
line by strikeing out proviso. Laid on the table. 

Mr. Sheppard proposed to amend by striking out 12th sec- 
tion—lost. 

Mr. Cleveland of L., proposed to amend 9th line 7th section, 
after the words.“ two credible witnesses” the words ‘in the 
manner herein prescribed” in 11th section, ilth line after the 


words two credible witnesses, the words “in the manner here- © 


in prescribed,” in 24th section 3rd line, after the words two 
credible witnesses, insert “in the manner herein prescribed,” 


15th line, 9th section, same amendment as the preceding.— 
. Adopted. 
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The question on passing the bill to a 8rd reading was put 
and bill passed to 3rd reading, by the following vote: ~ 

Yeas.—Messrs. Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, Askew, Brown, 
Burress, Busby, Cleveland of B., Cleveland of L, Crosby, 
Darden of Gs, Davis, Dennis, Dougherty, Ector, Ellison, Fran- 
cis, Gaines, Galloway, Hale, King, Latham, Martin of L., 
Mabry, Merrick, Moore, Norton, Owings, Parsons, Randoph, 
Reeves, Rushing, Sayles, Selman, Smith of Harrison, Sted- 
man, Stout, Sullivan, Thompson, Tompkins,- Truehart, West, 
Williams of L., and Williams of S. A.—44. 2 

Navys.—Messes. Bonner, Charlton, Crabbe, Dalrymple, 
Dancy, Dickson of R. R., Dickson of G., Green, Hooker, 
Junker Kittrell, Locke, Marton of H., MeMillin, Melton, Mid- 
dleton, Ochiltree, Parker of A., Pettus, Poag, Runnels, Shaw, 


Sheppard, Smith of Harris, Sinith of N., Tarlton, White Witt, 


Wood and Worshaiwn.—380, 

Mr. Williams inoved a suspension of the rule, in order to 
put the bill on its finai reading and passage, lost by the follow- 
ing vote: i 

Yuas.——Messrs. Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold; Askew, Brown, 
Burress, Busby, Cleveland of B., Cleveland of L., Crosby, 
Derden of G., Davis, Dennis, Ector, Ellison, Gaines, Gallow- 
ay, Hale, King, Latham, Lawhon, Martin of L., Mabry, Mer- 
rick, Norton, Ochiltree, Owings, Parsons, Randolph, Reeves, 
Runnels, Rushing, Sayles, Selman, Shepard, Smith of Harris, 
Stedman, -Sullivan, Thompson, Tompkins, Truehart, West, 
White, Williams of S. A, and Worsham—4o. 

Nays.— lssrs. Bonner, Charlton, Crabbe, Dalrymple, 
Dickson of R. Ra Dickson of G., Dougherty, Francis, Green, 
Hooke, Junker, Kittrell, Locke, Martin of IH., McMillin, Mel- 
ton, Middleton, Parker of A., Pettus, Poag, Shaw, Smith of 
Harrison, Smith of N., Tarlton, Witt and Wood——26. 

The hour then having arrived for the special order for to- 
day, viz: 

A bill to provide for the investment of the Special School 
Fund, in the bonds of the Railroad Companies incorporated 
by the State. . 

Mr. Randolph moved to postpone the consideration of the 
bill until Monday, 21st inst., 11 o’clock, A. M. 

Mr. Davis moved to lay Mr. Randolph’s motion on the table, 
the yeas and nays were called for and the motion laid on the 
table by the tollowing vote: 

Yuas._—Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, Brown, 
Burress, Busby, Clevelaed of B., Crabbe, Dalrymple, Darden 
of C., Darden of G., Davis, Dennis, Dickson of G., Dougherty, 
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Ector, Ellison, Francis, Gaines, Galloway, King, Kittrell, 
Latham, Locke, Martin of H., Martin of L., McMillin, Mid, 
dleton, Ochiltree, Owings, Parker of A., Parker of T., Parsons- 
Reeves, Richardson, Runnels, Rushing, Sayles, Shaw, Shep, 
ard, Smith of Harris, Smith of Harrison, Stout, Tarlton- 

Porockmorton Thompson, Tompkins, White, Witt and -Wor- 
sham—51. ` 
= Navs.——Messrs. Charlton, Cleveland of L., Dickson of R. R., 
Hale, Hooker, Junker, Lawhon, Mabry, McCown, Melton, 
Merrick, Moore, Norton, Pettus, Poag, Randolph, Selman, 
Smith of N., Ste Iman, Sullivan, Truehart, West, Williams of 
S., and Wood-—24. 

Mr. Davis moved to lay the substitute for the bill on the 
table. A call of the House was ordered. 

On motion Messrs. Gay, Pollock, and’ Trigg, were excused. 

On motion of Mr. Geen, the call was suspended. 
|  Qnestion on laying the substitute on the table, put and car- 
f ried as follows: 
f Yras.—Messrs. Adrian, Bonner, Burress, Crabbe, Darden 
| of O., Davis, Dickson of R. R., Dickson of G., Dougherty, 
| Ector, Ellison, Francis, Gaines, Galloway, Hooker, King, 
| Kittrell, Latham, Martin of L., Mabry, MeMillin, Ochiltree, 
| Owings, Parker of T., Parsons, Pettus, Reeves, Richardson, 
| Rushing, Sayles, Selman, Sheppard, Smith of Harris, Smith of 
| Harrison, Tarlton, Throckmorton, Tompkins, Williams of L., 
| and Worsham —39. l 
í Navys.—-Messrs. Ardrey, Arnold, Askew, Brown, Busby, 
= Charlton, Cleveland of L., Dalrymple, Dancy, Dennis, Green, 
E Hale, Junker, Lawhon, Locke, McCown, Melton, Merrick, 
@ Middleton, Moore, Norton, Parker of A., Poag, Randolph, 
E Runnels, Shaw, Smith of N., Stedman, Stout, Sullivan, 
= Thompson, Truehart, West, White, Witt and Wood—85. 

4 = On motion of Mr. Throckmorton, the amendments of the 
£ committee on Internal Improvements, was laid on the table, 
E tor the present. 
= Mr. Throckmorton offered the following amendment, in 8rd 
E section 2nd line, strike out the words * or shall be hereafter.” 
| Mr. Cleveland of L., moved to lay the amendment on’the 
m@ table—lost, and amendment adopted. i 
© Mr. Throckmorton offered a substitute for 4th section. 

: Mr. Parsons moved to lay the substitute on the table, where- 
fm upon the yeas and nays were called and the House refused to 
m ‘ay the substitute on the table, by the following vote: 

E  Yxas.—Messrs. Arnold, Burress, Darden of O., Francis, 

a Lawhon, Middleton, Parsons, Poag, Runnels, Tarlton, Tomp- 
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\ kins and Williams of S. A.-—12. 
Nays.——Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Askew, Bonner, 


Brown, Busby, Chariton, Cleveland of B., Cleveland of L., 
Crabbe, Crosby, Dalrymple, Dancy, Darden of G., Davis, 
Dickson of R. R., Dickson of G., Dougherty, Ector, Ellison, 
Gaines, Galloway, Green, Hale, Hooker, Junker, Kittrell, 
Latham, Locke, Martin of H., Martin of C., Mabry, McMillin, 
Melton, Merrick, Moore, Norton, Ochiltree, Owings, Parker of 
A., Parker of T., Pettus, Randolph, Reeves, Richardson, Rush. 
ing, Sayles, Selman, Sheppard, Smith of Harrison, Smith of 
N., Stedman, Stout, Sullivan, Throckmorton, Thompson, True- 
hart, West, White, Williams of L., Witt, Wood and Worsham 


—~64. 
Mr. Ector moved a reconsideration of the vote just taken— 


lest, and snbstitute adopted. 

Mr. Throckmorton proposed to amend as follows, to come in 
at tie end of 7th section, “ That in addition to the annual in- 
terest of 6 per cent. any company accepting any loan under the 
provisions of this act, shall pay annually at the expiration of 
each year, from the date of the loan, the further sum of two 
percentum, upon the amount of the loan into the Treasury of 
the State for the purpose of establishing a sinking fund, to be 
applied towards the payment of the loan at its maturity, and 
the amount so paid for the purpose ot such sinking fund with 
their accumulations shall be credited to such Railroad.”— 
Adopted. 

Mr. Dancy proposed to amend by striking out “ with the 
accumulations,” —laid on the table. 

- Mr. Throckmorton proposed the following amendment, to 
come in at the end of 15th section, “That no Railroad shall 

be entitled to the benefits of this act, whose entire length as set 
forth in its charter shall be less than fitty miles, provided this 
exception shall not apply to the Brownsville and Rio Grande 
Railroad, and nothing in this act shall be so construed as to 
entitle the Galveston, Houston and Henderson Railroad, to the 
benefits of this bill for the building of any part of their road, 
between Galveston and the crossing of said road on Buffalo 
Bayou, at or near the City of Houston.” 
Mr. Stedman moved to strike out 50, and insert 25 miles. 
Mr. Merrick moved to lay Mr. Stedman’s amendment on the 
table, whereupon the yeas and nays were called for and 
amendment laid on the table by the following vote: 
YxEas.—Messrs. Adrian, Ardery, Arnold, Charlton, Cleve 
land of B., Cleveland of C., Dalrymple, Dancy, Dennis, Dick: 
son of R. R., Doughetry, Ellison, Francis, Green, Hale, Hook 
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er, Junker, King, Latham, Lawhon, Locke, Martin of H., 
Martin of L., McMillin, Melton, Merrick; Moore, Norton, 
Parker of A., Parker of T., Pettus, Reeves, Runnels, Selman, 
Smith.of Harrison, Smith of N., Throckmorton, Thompson, 
Truehart, White and Williams of L.—41. ; 
Nays.—Messrs. Bell, Brown, Burress, Busby, Darden of C., 
Dickson of G., Ector, Gainés, Galloway, Kittrell, Mabry, Mc- 
Cown, Middleton, Ochiltree, Parsons, Poag, Randolph, Rush- 
ing, Sayles, Shaw, Sheppard, Stedman, Sullivan, Tarlton, 
rigg, West, Williams of 5. A., Wood and Worsham—29, 
Mr. Ector moved to adjourn till 8 o’clock, A. M., to-morrow 
_—lost. 
Mr. Brown moved to lay Mr. Throckmorton’s amendment 
on the table—lost. 
| Mr. Ector proposed to strike out all that had reference to 
| the Galveston, Houston and Henderson road. 
| Mr. Sullivan proposed to amend the amendment, by inser- 
| ting after the words Galveston, Houston and Henderson Rail- 
| road, the words “and Galveston and Red River Railroad.” 
| On motion of Mr. Charlton, the House adjourned until 8 
| o'clock, A. M., to-morrow. 


~—m 


House of REPRESENTATIVER, 
Avstin, July 18th, 1856. 

| House met pursuant to adjournment---Roll called—quorom 
Í present. Journal of yesterday read and adopted. 
) ` PETITIONS. 
E Mr. Ochiltree presented the petition of the heirs of Mary 
POOE referred to committee No. 2, on private land 
a claims. 
Í Mr. Parker of T., presented the petition of sundry citizens 
| of the counties of Parker and Wise; referred to the committee 
| on county boundaries. 
£ Mr. Lawhon presented the petition of Samuel Goode; re- 
| ferred to committee No. 2, on private land claims. 
And another petition of Samuel Goode, which was referred 
| to the committee on public lands. 
| REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES. 
Mr. Rushing one of the Judiciary committee, reported a bill 
for the relief of Elijah Earl, asking for the passage of the same; 
Teport received. l 
| On motion of Mr. Rushing the rule was suspended, and bill 
and report taken up, bill read second time; the question on 


the engrossment of the bill was put, and the House refused to 
5 Chgross. 
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Mr. Charlton, chairman of the committee on finance, report- 
ed unfavorably on the petition of the citizens of Wise county 
asking the Legislature to pass an act to authorize the Assessor 
of Cooke county to pay over to the Treasurer of Wise county 
all tax collected within the county of Wise for the year 1855, 

Also reported a bil! for the reliefof W. B. Andrews, recom- 

Reports received and bill read first time. - 

Mr. Cleveland of L., chairman of committee No. 2, on pri- 
vate land claims, reported favorably on a Senate bill for the 
relief of the heirs of John Ragsdale; also reported a bill for 
the relief of E. J. Blair, recommending its passage; reports 
received, bill read first time. 

Mr. Darden of G., chairman of joint committee on enrolled 
bills, reported correctly enrolled, a bill to change the time of 
holding District Courts in the tenth and fourteenth judicial 
Districts, a bill to incorporate Galveston Island University, a 
bill to amend the fourth section of an Act regulating attach 
ments, a bill supplemental to an Act of January 28th, 1840, 
concerning wills and authorizing persons to dispose of their es- 
tates by will, and a bill for the relief of William D. Dillon— 
that all of the same had been presented to the Governor for his 
approval, 

Report accepted. 

Mr. West, chairman of committee on publice buildings, made 
the following report: 

To the Honorable H. P. Bee, 
Speaker af the House of Representatives, 

The committee on public buildings, to whom was referred 
a bill appropriating fifteen thousand dollars for the improve- 
ment of the Capitol grounds, also a resolution on the same sub- 
ject, have had the same under consideration, and have instructec 
me to report to the House: that they believe the improvement 
of the Capitol grounds by the setting out of ornamental shade 
trees, and by the planting of ornamental shrubbery, by the 
laying out of the grounds with taste and-elegance, and by di- 
viding the same with suitable walks, would tend very greatly 
to improve the appearance of the public buildings of the State, 
and also add materially to the comfort of said buildings. ‘They 


_ have accordingly instructed me to report the accompanying 


bill as a substitute for the original bill, and recommend its 


. passage. 


Also reported a substitute for a bill to provide for the safe 
keeping of the Capitol, and Capitol furniture; reports received, 
and bill read first time. s : i 
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Mr. Kittrell, chairman of committee on education, reported 
favorably ona bill to incorporate Linder Academy; report 
received. ` 

Mr. Ochiltree, chairman of the select committee on the peti- 
tion of Jack R. Everett, made the following report: 

To the Honorable H. P. Bee, l 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

‘The select committee, to. whom was referred the petition of 
Jack R. Everrett, praying payment for arms and supplies fur- 
nished a company of men brought by him to the Republie of 
Texas, in the year 184°, under a call from the President, find 
that the vouchers presented by the petitioner, show most con- 
clusively that the advances charged were made by Mr, Everett. 

We_also find that Mr. Everett presented his account and 
vouchers to the Auditor and Comptroller for their examination 
and allowance on the first of September, 1851. But as there 
was no existing law authorizing the allowance of said account 
by the aucitorial board, no action was taken on the same. The 
committee have unanimously instructed me to report the bill 
for the relief of the petitioner, and to recommend its passage. 

Report received, and bill read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Bee, the rule was suspended, report and 
bill taken up—report adopted, bill read second time, and or- 
dered to be engrossed. o 

On motion of Mr. Bee, rute farther suspended, bill read third 
time, and passed by the following vote: ; 

Yras—Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, Askew, 
Bell, Brown, Charlton, Cleveland. of B., Cleveland of L , Crosby, 
Dalrymple, Darden of C., Darden of G., Dennis, Dickson of G., 
Dougherty, Ector, Ellison, Gaines, Galloway, Gay, Green, 
Hale, Junkers Kittrell, Latham, Martin of L., McMillin, Mer- 
rick, Middleton, Moore, Norton, Ochiltree, Owings, Parker of 
A., Parker of T., Parsons, Pettus, Poag, Pollock, Reeves, Rtish- 
ing, Sayle:, Selman, Sheppard, Smith of Harris, Smith of Har- 
rigon, Stout, Sullivan, Tarlton, Throckmorton, Thompson, True- 
hart, West, Whit’, Williams of L., and Worsham—8Sl. 

Nays—Messrs. Burress, Crabbe, Dancy, Francis, Hooker, 
Lawhon, Locke, Martin of H., Melton, R ndolph, Riehardson, 
Shaw, Witt, and Wood —14. 


Mr. Darden of C., chairman of the committee of conferetice - 


on part of the House, on house amendments to Senate bill, to 
define the first Judicial District, &e., made the following report ; 

The joint committee of conference, to whom was referred the 
House amendments to the Senate bill to define the first judicial 
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district, and to fix the time of holding the District Courts 
therein; in which the Senate refused to concur, and from 
which the House refused to recede, have had the same under 
consideration, and as a substitute for the amendments of the 
House, instruct me to report the accompanying, and recommend 


their passage. 
HILL, Ch’mn Senate Com. 
DARDEN of C., Ch’mn House Com. 
On motion of Mr. Dancy, rule snspended,-report taken up 
and adopted. 
Mr. Brown moved a suspension of the rule to take up a bill 


‘for the relief of George B, McKinstry—Lost. 


Mr. Ochiltree, chairman of committee on Judiciary, made 
the following report : 
To the Honorable H. P. Bee, . 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The judiciary committee, to whom was referred the petitions 
of Samuel H. McGee, Jas. H. Battle, and J. H. Ballard, have 
had the same under consideration, and have authorized me to 
report them back to the House, and recommend their indefinite 
postponement. 

Report received. : i 
i Mr. Ardrey, one ofthe judiciary committee, reported as fol- 

OWS: - 


To the Honorable H. P. Bee, ; . 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The judiciary committee, to whom has been referred a bill, 
supplemental to an Act to regulate the license and practice of 
attorneys and counsellors at law, approved May 12th, 1856, 
have had the same under consideration, and have deemed it 
inexpedient for the said bill to be passed; but it is the opinion 
of said committee that a change and an amendment to the third 
section of the Act referred to by said bill, is proper, and have 
therefore prepared a substitute for the bill referred to, which 
said committee think will remove the objections which exist, 
to the said third section, and they recommend the passage of 
the substitute. 

Report received. 

Mr. Truehart introduced a bill for the relief of the heirs of 
William Small; read first-and second times, and referred to 
committee on public debt. “ 

Mr. Ardrey moved a reconsideration of the vote refusing to 
engfoss a bill for the relief of Elijah Earl; which, on motion 
‘ef Mr. Rushing, was laid on the table for the present, 


Ik: 


, My. Cleveland, ofe L,,,chaixman of committee No, 2., on pri- 
vate land claims, by leave, made the following reports? >, y 


É Repont.xesommending, the rejection of the-petitions of, Figi- 
field, of Ì ne 


ming Serutch . J. Stevens, and recommending tlie, 
passage. of bills for the relief of the heirs of, Edward F, Stans- 
bury, Mary R. Sherman, for the relief of Helena Eglinger, and. 
for the relief of Walker D. Langham; reports. received, and 
billa,read fiygt time. a - 
A message was received from the Senate, announcing to the. 
House that the. Senate had passed a bill to-amend, an Act to 
inepsporate the City of San Antonio, approved February 17th,, 
1856. "OS 


. On motion of Mr. Cleveland of B., the rale was suspended, 
and bill taken up, and read first and second times, and passed 
to a third reading—rule further suspended, bill read third time, 
and passed. i 

On motion of Mr. Ector, the house proceeded to orders of the, 
day, and business on the Speaker’s table. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. a 

A bill to provide for the investment of the special school’ 

fund in the bonds of Railroad companies, incorporated by the 

State, again taken up. - i a 

: Mr: Charlton moved a reconsideration of the vote adopting- 

substitute for section fourth of the bill. came 

On motion of Mr. Cleveland of L., the motion of Mr Charlton 
to reconsider, was laid on the table. i 

Question pending on adjournment ou yesterday, was on the 
adoption of the amendment ot Mr. Sullivan to the amendment 
of Mr. Ector. , 
Mr. Brown offered the following amendment to his substi- 
tute.: 
' Provided that no foan shall be made under this Act, to aid 
in the construction’ of any section of road between the cities-of 
Galveston and Houston, or any intermediate points, but should, 
aroad be constructed by any company from Galveston: to 
Houston; or to a crossing of Buffalo Bayou, then whenever such 
se shall in addition, construct and put in running order, 
twenty-five miles of road aboye the City of Houston, or :the 
crossing of said Bayou, and shall have graded a Second section 
of tweity-five miles abdve. said point, said company shalt. be 


exititléd fo the loan herein provided for on-the:whole amount.6f , 


Seventy-five miles so completed, under. the provisions of: this 
Act ; Whiéh shia loan shall be somade asto apply toand aid in 
thë fither éxténsion of said road towards.its interior terminus ; 
poe further, that not more than one road between Galves- 
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ton and Houston, or any intermediate point, shall be entitled to 
the benefits of this provision. ` : 7 
Mr. Merrick offered the following amendment to substitute of 


Mr. Brown: 
Strike out all after the word “points” where it first occurs, 


‘down to the last word before the word “ provided ” in the last 


part of the amendment. 

On motion of Mr. Sayles, the amendment of Mr. Merrick was 
Jaia on the table by the following vote: : 

Yeras—Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey Brown, Burress, 
Busby, Crabbe, Crosby, Darden of C., Darden of G., Davis, 
Dickson of G., Ector, Francis, Gaines, Galloway, King, Kit- 
trell, Latham, Locke, Martin of L., Moore, Ochiltree, Parker of 
A., Parsons, Pollock, Richardson, Runnels, Rushing, Sayles, 
Selman, Shaw, Sheppard, Smith of Harris, Smith of Harrison, 
Tarlton, Throckmorton, Thompson, Tompkins, White, Wood, 
and Worsham—4l1, 

Nays—Messrs. Arnold, Bell, Bonner, Charlton, Cleveland of 
B., Cleveland of L., Dalrymple, Dancy, Dennis, Dickson of R. 
R., Dougherty, Ellison, Gay, Hale, Hooker, Martin ef H., Ma- 
bry, McMillin, Melton, Merrick, Middleton, Norton, Owings, 
Parker of T., Pettus, Poag, Reeves, Sheppard, Smith of N., 
Stedman, Stout, Sullivan, Truehart, West, Williams of L. 
Williams of S. A., and Witt—37 oo 

Mr. Ector moved the previous question. | 

Mr. Sullivan moved a call of the House—Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Burress, the House adjourned until 8 
o'clock to-morrow morning—pending Mr. Ector’s motion for 
previous question. a 


House or REPRESENTATIVES, | 
Austin, July 19, 1856. 

House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quoram 

present. Journal of yesterday read and adopted. - 
PETITIONS. 

Mr. Waelder presented the petition of Julius Harnes ; refer- 
red to committee on roads, bridges and ferries. 

Mr. Busby presented the petition of Wm. M. Dillard ; refer- 
red to committee No. 2 on private land claims. 

Mr. Ellison presented the petition of sundry “citizens of 
Caldwell county; referred to committee on county boundaries. 

Mr. Dalrymple presented the~ petition of William O. Barn- 
ham ; referred to.committee No. len private land claims. | 

And the petition of the Sheriff of Coryell county ; .referred 
to committee on claims and accounts. ves 


Mr. Smith, of N., presented the petition of sundry volunteers: 
referred.to E S on publie Indas. R sane ys i tes ‘ 
Mr. Dennis presented the- petition of Norman Savage; Fe 
ferred to committee on public debt. ~ 6 OS 
.Mr. Sheppard presented the petition of Isaac L. Hill; te! 
ferred to committee on claims and accounts. . i j 
On motion of Mr. Locke fhe rule was suspended, and 
report and bill to change the county line between Upshur an 
Harrison counties, taken up; report adopted, bill read 2d time 
and on-motion of Mr. Burress laid on the table for the present. 
Mr. Ochiltree moved a suspension of the rule in order to 
take up a bill to incorporate the town of. Waco, in McLennait 
county—tost. l ' i 


REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES. 


Mr. Kittrell, chairman of the committee on education made 
the following reports : 


"34 


To the Hon. H. P. Bee, o 


Speaker of. the House of Representatives : 


‘The Committee on Education to which was referred a bill tø 
consolidate the Texas Monumental Committee and the Texazr 


Military Institute with Rutersville College, have had the same 
uhder consideration and instruct me to report, that they deem | 


the objects contemplated in said bill of the highest importance, 
not only to-the institute immediately ‘interested in the enter- 
prise, but the State at large, as calculated to introduce into the 
State a system of teaching which has proved eminently suc- 
cesful not only in other States of the Union, -but throughout: 
the civilized world. They therefore have instructed me to 
report the bill back to the House, and recommend its passage.: 

Report received. 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, rule suspended, report taken up’ 
and adopted. Mr. Gay proposed to amend by adding the: 
names of R. B. Jarmon, Judge J. B. McFarland, Forest 
Gaither, and M. B. Posey, to board of Trustees—adopted. 

Mr. Dancy proposed to amend the 2d section by striking out’ 
15 and inserting 19, before trustees, and by striking out 9 and 
insert 18—adopted ; and on motion of Mr. Kittrell, bill order- 
ed to be engrossed ; rule further suspended, by motion of Mr. 
Dancy, bill read 3d time and passed by a two-third vote—yeas, 
69,-nays none. 

Mr. Rushing moved a suspension of the rule in order to take. 
pe bill reported favorably upon by the committee on State, 
attairs, to incorporate the town of Rusk—lost. — 

Mr. Kittrell also reported as follows : 
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© The Committee on Education. to whom, were teferred so 
much of the Governors Message as relates to -a syaétem’ of 
Common Schools, also the Senate’s bill providing for the same, 
have had the same under. consideration, and have instructed 
me to repurt, that they haye given the subject tkat earnest and 
mature consideration which its importance and the-public in- 
terest, and publicexpectation demanded at our hands. 7 

_ While your committee have cause to regret, ‘that the law-of 
the last session, establishing’a system of Common Sehools, has 
not fully satisfied public expectation, and from some defects in 
the law and the unequal distribution of population throughout 
the State, has toa great extent proved inoperative, and failed 
to answer the purposes for which it was designed ; yet they do 
not consider it would be sonnd policy to abandon the system. 

We believe that a Common School system is an essential, in- 
deed an indispensable part of any great educational plan which 
this or any other State may find it necessary to adopt. i 

It is thé cheapest and surest mode of affording to the children 
of the State the-means of elementary education, and of diffusing - 
ite blessings and advantages among the masses, whereby they 
may be fitted to properly appreciate the blessings of civil and 
religious liberty, and those rights which characterize ali free go- 
yernments. - a 

It is further believed that from the repidity with which our 
State is filling up, this will constantly obviate existing objec- 
tions to the present law, and will cause the common school 
system, to operate more equally and justly, andin every respect 
aid -it in effecting a more certain and general diffusion of. the 
benefits and blessings intended by the system. 

Your committee therefore have instructed me to report the 
Senate’s bill back to the House with the accompanying amend- 
ménts, and recommend its passage. - . 

On motion of Mr. Kittrell, 100 copies of ‘the bill were or- 
dered to be printed and made special order of the day for 
Fhursday, 24th July. l o 

Mr. Kittrell also reported as follows =, 

Commirren Room, ‘July 18th, 1856. 

The Committee on Education to whom was referred the 
memorial of Austin College, of Rutersville College, of the 
Masonic Female Institute of the town of Marshall, and. sundry 
petitions, all having one general object, that of asking the Le- 
gislature to grant aid to colleges, universities, and to the higher 
order of institutions of learning generally, by appropriations 
of land and money, have carefully considered these memorials 
and petitions, and respectfully report as follows : 


> 
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_ The importance of having established, within the State, Ine 
atitutions.,of -Learning, where the young men:of Texas can 
pursue these studies which shall qualify them. for the exercise 
of the different professions, -and , where they.can';make, those 
acquirements in science which shall enable them. te understand, 
develop, and turn to the account of the general. good, the rieh 
resourees of our broad State, will be fully appreciated by the 
intelligent-mémbers of the Legislature. is 

The abundant resources,. agricultural and mineral, of, thig 
State, are proverbial facts ; shall we depend for their discovery, 
and beneficial use, to strangers, from abroad, of scientific at- 
tainments, whom curiosity orithe love of gain shall allure to 
Texas? Orshali we rely on gentlemen of science, reared and, 
trained at home, and who will be emphatically of us ? 

Our young men are to be educated as lawyers, physicians, 
and teachers of moral duty; shall they be compelled to go 
abroad for knowledge, where diverse systems of law obtain, to 
climates generating diverse forms of disease, and, above all, 
shall the young men who are to be teachers of morat conduct 
be educated in States where the institutions of Texas are made 
the themes of daily, and hourly reproach, and denunciation % 
And these considerations weigh with peculiar force in regard 
to the edueation of young ladies, whose impressionable minds 
receive at school those notions of right and duty, which they, 
in time, are to impress on all who come after us. 

The youth of both sexes, in Texas, must, and will be educat- 
fa, ‘and if means are not furnished in the State, they will be 

ent abroad as they now are. N ! 

From the best information your committee can obtain, they 
believe the number’ of youth, sent out of the State to be edu- 
cated, is at least five hundred; this number is, by some well 
informed gentlemen, estimated at one thousand, but your com: 
mittee prefer to. assume the smallest estimate. Their expenses, 
at $500 each, amount to $250,000 annually sent out of the 
State for education. Your committee will not dwell on the 
pecuniary considerations connected with this subject; yet were 
it a financial question, they would ‘be deemed of great weight. 

There is another urgent consideration in favor of the policy of 
fostering Colleges and Universities at home. It places the 
means of acquiring an education within thereach of hundrede- 
of thousands of young men, whose parents and, friends do not’ 
possess the means-of sending them to institutions of learning 
ont of the State; genious and talent are the prerogative of no 
condition in life, unless indeed, they are more likely tobe de- 
veloped among those of slender means; than in the families of 
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wealth, ease and sloth. ‘To such young men easy access to the 
means of gaining-knowledge is of incalenlable value: If the 
theans are distant, and expensive, they are inaccessible; it is 
the duty of the State to supply this want. 
. It has been sometimes strangely held, that Colleges and Uni- 
versities are like manufacories; that they should be paying 
concerns, self-supporting estblaishments, and that if they can- 
not from tnition fees pay their way; they should be-suffered to 
dwindle and die out. Now your committee beg leave to call 
the attention of the Legilsature to the fact—that there is no 
College or Uinversity eithre of remote or recent origin, which 
is in successful operation, or which has been long in existence, 
except such as have received liberal and ample donations, by 
gift, bequest, or grant, from the State, or from all their sources. 
Texas will furnish us exceptions to this general rule, if we are 
to have institutions of learning of a high character, the State 
must come to their aid by endowments, and deberal endowments. 

And here the committee will advert to some individual facts. 
Austin College, at Huntsville, by the unwearied exertions of 
its venerable President has obtained donations to a consider- 
able amount in other States of the Union. Other seminaries 
of learning have agents abroad on the like mission. 

In the opinion of your committee it should be a source of 
profound mortification to any man of a just State pride, that 
we should be soliciting aid from strangers, and yet, ourselves 
with an overflowing Treasury, and most ample public domain. 
we should refuse to give liberably, or even at all, to our lan- 
guishing institutions. , ‘ 

- There are situated in different parts ot the State, Colleges, 
Universities, and other Institutions of learning, including those 
before mentioned, which are for the most part supported by . 
denominational influence. These furnish the only means in 
the State where our young men can be thoroughly educated, 
and while they are of incalculable advantage, the blessings 
which they confer are greatly diminished by the pecuniary em- 
barrassment under which they are struggling. 

In order to increase their means of diffusing, not only among 
the rising generation, but also among all classes of the.com- 
munity, they must receive aid from the State. Your’ com- 
mittee do not believe that the people of the State, are willing 
that they should longer depend on donations solicited from the 
friends of education and virtue in other States. 

* They have, therefore, reported-a bill herewith, making an 
appropriation of land to the Institutions in question. The Leg- 
islature will see that this bill regulates the amount of land to 
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each institution according to the members of its pupils, or 
students, and its educational means of instruction. 

There also exists a universal wish among the people of Tex- 
as that one or more Universities be established under the pat- 
ronage of the whole State, free from all denominational influ- 
ence, and where all branches of learning, whatsoever, shall be 
as thoroughly taught as in any of the Institutions of the older 
States, or of the old World. So long has this feeling existed 
even from the origin of the Old Republic, as shown by laws 
stillon the Statute Book. So deeply has it sunk into the 
hearts of the people—so strongly does it commend itself to a 
generous State pride—so great and manifest are its advanta- 
ges that the establishment of a State University may be re- 
-garded as the part of the abiding public sentiment of the peo- 
ple of Texas, and they look confidently to this Legislature to 
make at least an appropriation of money which shall secure 
this cherished object before the monies now in the Treasury 
shall have been squandered and fritered away on unimportant, 
and temporary enterprises. 

“Your Committee, therefore, have instructed their Chairman 
to report a bill making an appropriation of 
hundred thousand dollars, for the establishment 
of an University, or Universities, of the State of Texas, to be 
located, and otherwise provided for by law hereafter. 

P. W. KITTRELLO, Chairman. 
STATE AFFAIRS. 

Mr. Brown, one of the committee on State Affairs, made the 

following report: 


- Commrrreze Room, 
Avatin Crry, July 19th, 1856, f 
To the Honorable H. P. Bee, i 

Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on State Affairs, to whom was referred a bill 
for the relief of the estate of Chambers Etter, former Assessor 
and Collector of Calhoun county, have examined the same, and 
tmanimeusly instruct me to report it back, and recommend its 

assage, 

On motion of Mr. Davis, the House proceeded to business ọn 
the Speaker’s table, and orders of the day. 

Mr. Dennis, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
by leave, made the following report.: 

To the Honorable H. P. Bee, 
Speaker of the House of Representates: 
The committee on engrossed bills have examined ‘ A bill 
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for the relief of Jack R. Everett,” and find it correctly en- 
grossed. l . 

Mr. Williams of S. A., one ofthe committee on Private Land 
Claims, No. 1, to whom was referred the petition of Thos. O, 
Moody, have had the same under consideration, and ask leave 
to report, that from the evidence before the committee, they find 
that the said Thos. O. Moody was entitled to three hundred and 
twenty acres of land, therefore they report the accompanying 
bill back to the House, and reeommend its passage. 

Mr. Ector, by leave, presented ‘A bill for the reliefof Adam - 
Gamgil;” read Ist and 2nd times, and referred to committee 
on Public Debt. 

Mr. Moore, by leave, presented a bill to prevent the sale of 
spirituous liquors within the town of Moscow and certain terri- 
tory therein named; read ist and 2nd times, and referred to 
committee on Judiciary. 

Also, a bill to incorporate the town of Moscow, and to define 
the powers of said corporation ; read ist and 2nd times, and 
referred to commtttee on Judiciary. 

Mr, Wood presented, by leave, a bill for the relief of Ansom 
Prewitt; read Ist and 2nd times, and referred to committee on 
Private Land Claims No. 1. 

Mr. Ochiltree presented the petition of Levi Jones; referred 
to committee on Internal Improvements. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

Loan bill again taken up-—question pending when House ad- 
journed on yesterday, viz: Mr. Ector’s motion for the main 
question, which being the adoption of Mr. Throckmorton’s 
amendment, the same was put, and Honge refused to order the 
main qéstion. 

Mr. Dickson of G., moved to lay Mr. Brown’s amendment of 
yesterday, to Mr. Throckmorton’s amendment, on the table ; 
the same was put and amendment laid on the table-by the fol- 
ing vote: d 

ras——Messrs. Speaker, Ardrey, Arnold, Askew, Bell, Bon- 
ner, Charlton, Cleveland of B., Cleveland of L., Dalrymple, 
Dancy, Dennis, Dickson of R. R., Dickson of G., Dougherty, 
Ellison, Gay, Green, Hale, Hooker, Junker, King, Martin of H., 
Martin of L., Mabry, McMillin, Melton,. Merrick, Middleton, 
Norton, Owings, Pettus, Poag, Randolph, Reeves, Shaw, Smith 
of N., Stedman, Throckmorton, Truehart, Welder, White, 
Williams of S. A., and Witt.—44. 

Nays—Messrs. Adrian, Brown, Burress, Busby, Crabbe, 
Darden of- O., Darden of G., Davis, Ector, Francis, Gaines, 
Galloway, Kittrell, Latham, Lawhon, Locke, Moore, Parker of 
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A., Parker of T., Parsons, Pollock, Runnels, Rushing, Sayles, 
Selman, Sheppard, Smith of Harrison, Stout, Sullivan, Tarlton, 
Thompson, West, Williams of L, Wood, and Worsham—35. 

Mr. Brown proposed to amend Mr. Throckmorton’s amend- 
ment by striking out the proviso in relation to the Galveston, 
Houston and Henderson Railroad, and inserting: Provided, 
that no company shall be entitled to'a loan under this Act; for 
any section of road between the cities of Galveston and Hous- 
ton, or Galveston and the crossing of Buffalo Bayou, near the 
City of Houston-~Accepted by Mr. Throckmorton. 

Mr. Mabry proposed to amend as follows: 

“ Provided, further, that this provision shall not apply to the 
Jefferson Railroad Adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Merrick, the vote adopting Mr. Mabry’s 
amendment, was reconsidered by the following vote : _ 

Yras—Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Arnold, Bell, Bonner, Bus- 
by, Charlton, Cleveland of B., Cleveland of L; Crabbe, Dalrym- 
ple, Dancy, Darden of C., Darden of G., Dennis, Dickson of 
-G., Dougherty, Ellison, Francis, Gay, Hale, Hooker, Junker, 
Kittrell, Latham, Martin of L., McMillin, Melton, Merrick, 
Middleton, Moore, Norton, Owings, Parsons, Pettus, Poag, 
Randolph, Reeves, Richardson, Rushing, Sayles, Selman, Shaw, 
Sheppard, Smith of Harris, Smith of N., Stout, Sullivan, 
Throckmorton, Tompkins, Truehart, Welder, West, White, 
Williams of L., Witt, and Worsham—857. 

Nays—Messrs. Ardrey, Askew, Brown, Burress, Davis, Ec- 
tor, Gaines, Galloway, Green, Lawhon, Locke, Martin of H., 
Mabry, Ochiltree, Owings, Pollock, Runnels, Smith of Harri- 
es Tarlton, Thompson, Williams of S. A., and Wood 
T Davis moved to adjourn until 8 o’clock, an Monday, A. 

— Lost: 

Mr. Adrian moved to adjourn until 4 o’clock, P. M—Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Ector, the House ordered the main ques- 
tion, which being the adoption of Mr. Mabry’s amendment, the 
same was put, and amendment. rejected by the following vote. 

Yeras.—Messrs. Ardrey Askew, Brown, Burress, Darden of 
G., Davis, Dickson of R. R., Ector, Gaines, Galloway, Green, 
King, Lawhon, Locke, Martin of H., Mabry, Ochiltree, Parker 
of A., Parson, Pollock, Runnels, Smith of Harrison, Stedman, 
Tarlton, West, Williams of S. A. and Wood—21. 

Navys.—Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Arnold, Bell, Bonner, 
Busby, Charlton, Cleveland of B., Cleveland of L., Crabbe, 
Crosby, Dalrymple, Dancv, Darden of C., Dennis, Dickson of 
G., Dougherty, Ellison, Francis, Gay, Hale, Hooker, Junker. 
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Latham, Martin of L., McMillen, Melton, Merrick, Middleton, 
‘Owings, Parker of T., Pettus, Randolph, Reeves, Richardson, 
Rushing, Sayles, Selman, Shaw, Sheppard, Smith of Harris, 
Smith of N.,-Sullivan, Throckmorton, Tompkins, Truehart, 
Waelder, White, Williams of L., Witt and-Worsham—5l. _ 
Mr. Eetor moved to lay Mr. Throckmorton’s amendment on 
the table, whereupon the yeas and nays were called and stood _ 
thus: j : 
Yzas.—Messrs. Adrian, Arnold, Askew, Bell, Bonner, Bus- 
by, Charlton, Cleveland of B., Cleveland of L., Dalrymple, 
Dancy, Darden of G., Dennis, Dickson of R. R., Dickson of 
G., Dougherty, Ellison, Gay, Green, Hale, Hooker, Junker, 
King, Kittrell, Latham, Locke, Martin of H., Martin of L., 
McMillin, Melton, Merrick, Middleton, Norton, Ochiltree, 
Owings, Parker of T,, Pettus, Pollock, Parsons, Randolph, 
Reeves, Sayles, Selman, Shaw, Sheppard, Smith of Harris, 
Smith of Harrison, Smith of N., Stedman, Sullivan, Throck- 
morton, Tompkins, Truehart, Waelder, White, Williams of L. 
and Witt—56. m 
Nays.-—Messrs. Speaker, Ardrey, Brown, Burress,-Crabbe, 
Davis, Ector, Francis, Gaines, Galloway, Lawhon, Mabry, 
“McCown, Moore, Parker of A., Richardson, Rushing, Stout, 
aa Tompson, Williams of S. A., Wood-and Worsham— 


So the House refused to lay the amendment on the table. 

The question upon the adoption of Mr. Throckmorton’s 
amendment was put, and amendment adopted by the following 
vote: 

Yeas.—Messrs. Adrian, Arnold, Askew, Bell, Bonner, Busby, 
Charlton, Cleveland of B., Cleveland of L., Dalrymple, Dancy, 
Darden of C., Dennis, Dickson of R. R., Dickson of G., 
Dougherty, Ellison, Gay, Green, Hale, Hooker, Junker, King, 
Kittrell, Latham, Locke, Martin of H., Martin of L., McMillen, 
Melton, Merrick, Middleton, Norton, Ochiltree, Owings, Par- 
ker of T., Pettus, Pollock, Randolph, Reeves, Sayles, Selman, 
Shaw, Sheppard, Smith of Harris, Smith of Harrison, Smith 
of N., Stedman, Sullivan, Throckmorton, Tompkins, Truehart, 
Waelder, White, Williams of L. and Witt—5é6. 

Nays.—Messrs. Speaker, Ardrey, Brown, Burress, Crabbe, 
Davis, Ector, francis, Gaines, Galloway, Lawhon, Mabry, 
McCown, Moore, Parker of A., Parsons, Richardson, Rushing, 
Stout, Tarlton, Tompson, Williams of S. A., Weod and Wor- 
Bham—24. 

Mr, Throckmorton proposed to amend as follows: 

Strike out last line of section 17th and insert section 18. 
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, Section 18. That every Railroad company, before it shall 
be entitled to the privilege of this Act, shall establish upon‘thé 
line of its road, an office, where books. shall be kept show- 
ing the state of its stock and general accounts and where the 
company may be legally served with. all notices and process, 
and the superintendent or principal manager of the transpor- 
tation business of the road shall reside- in this State, and when- 
ever a majority of the shares in the capital stock of the com» 
pany shall be owned in this State, a majority the Directors 
including the President, shall be residents thereof, and that 
this act take effect and- be in force trom and after its passage. 

Mr. Poag moved to adjourn until 8 o’clock, Monday, A. M. 
— Lost. 

Mr. Sullivan proposed the following as a substitute to Mr. 
Throckmorton’s amendments. 

Strike out last line of section 17 and insert section 18 as 
follows : l 

That no company shall be allowed to avail itself of tke 
provisions of the foregoing Act, unless it shall hold ali meet- 
ings for the election of its officers within the State of Texas and 
a majority of whose Directors are resident citizens thereof, and 
shall also keep its principal office for the management of itg 
affairs and the books and papers of said company, within this 
State. And that this aet take effect from and after its passage. 

Mr. Askew proposed to amend as follows ; 

After the words within this State, add, and the company 
shall publish semi-annually the names of the stock holders and 
the amount of stock held by each—rejected. 

Mr. Mabry moved to adjourn till 8 o’clock Monday A. M.— 

ost. . 
Question upon the adoption of Mr. Throckmorton’s amend- 
ment put, and amendment adopted. 

Mr. Dancy proposed to-amend by adding to section five as 


follows: Provided, That whenever any company takes the. 


benefit of a loan under this act, it shall operate as a repeal of 
every part of its Charter which grants land to such Railroad 
company. 

Mr. Throckmorton moved to lay the amendment on the table, 
whereupon the yeas and nays were called and stood thus : 

Yeras.—Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Arnold, Bell, Bon- 
ner, Burress, Busby, Cleveland of B., Crabbe, Dalrymple, Dar- 
den of C., Davis, Dickson of G., Dougherty, Ector, Ellison, 
-Francis, Galloway, Gay, Hale, Hooker, Junker, King, Kittrell, 
Latham, Locke, Martin of L., McMillin, Melton, Merrick, Mid- 
dleton, Ochiltree, Owings, Parker of A., Parker of T., 
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Parsons, Pettus, Pollock, Reeves, Rushing, Sayles, -Selwan, 
Shaw, Smith of Harris, Smith of Harrison, Stedman, Tarlton, 
Throckmorton, Tompkins, Truehart, Waelder, Witt and Wor 
sham—53. T ae 

Nays.—Messrs Ardrey, Askew, Brown, Charlton, Cleveland, 
of L., Dancy, Dennis, Dickson of R. R., Green, Lawhon, Mar- 
tin of H., Mabry, Moore, Norton, Poag, Randolph, Runnels, , 
Sheppard, Smith of N., Stout, Sullivan; Thompson, West, 
Williams, of L., Williams of S. A, and Wood-—25. “4 

` So the amendment was laid on the table. 

Mr. Bee proposed to add the following section : ` a 

Be it further enacted, that the sum of thirty thousand dol- 
jars be, and the same is hereby loaned to Loman Kinney, John O. 
Riddle and their. associates for the term of ten years, at the 
rate of six per cent. per annum, for the purpose of enabling 
them to complete the ship channel between Aransas and 
Corpus Christi Bay. One half of said sum to be drawn from 
the Treasury when they produce the certificate of the Chief 
Justice of Nueces County, certifying that they have a 
good Steam Dredge machine actually at work on said channel 
and the ballanee when they shall produce the certificate of the 
Chief Justice of said county, that the said ship channel has 
been completed. The said Kinney, Riddle and associates 
shall deposit with the Governor fifty thousand dollars in the 
bonds of the City of Corpus Christi, bearing eight per cent. 
interest, for the purpose of the construction of said Channel, 
and shall execute a mortgage on said ship channel payable to 
the State of Texas, as security for said loan, also give their in- 
dividual bonds payable to the State of Texas in the penal sum 
of sixty thousand dollars conditioned for the faithful application 
ot the money hereby loaned to the accomplishment of the con- 
templated improvement. The loan contemplated in this sec- 
tion, and the interest thereon, to be paid as contemplated and 
provided for in this bill. l 

On motion of Mr. Throckmorton, laid on the table. 

Mr. Brown offered the following substitute for 15th section, 
so far as itis printed: No Railroad Company availing itself 
of the loan provided for in this act, shail be entitled to receive 
a donation of land under the provisions of the exisiting laws 
of this State; strike out “6” in 3rd line, 3rd section, and in- 
sert “10,” in the Ist line, 4th section, the same amendments. 

Mr. Smith of Harris, moved to lay the amendment on the 
table, whereupon the yeas and nays were éalled and stood as 
follows : | ie 

Yuas.——Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, Bell, Bon- 
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ner, Burress, Busby, Cleveland of B., Crabbe, Dslrymple, 
Darden of C., Darden of G., Dickson of R. R., Dickson of G.; 
Dougherty, Ector, Ellison, Francis, Gaines, Galloway, Gage, 
Green, Hale, Hooker, Junker, King, Kittrell, Latham, Locke, 
Martion of S., McMillin, Melton, Merrick, Middleton, Moore, 
Ochiltree, Owings, Parker of A., Parker of T., Patsons, Pet- 
tus, Pollock, Reeves, Runnels, “Rushing, Sayles, Sel- 
man, Shaw, Sheppard, Smith of Harris, Smith of Harrison, 
Tarlton, Throckmorton, Tompkins, Truehart, Waelder, West, 
White, Williams of S., Wiliams of S. A., Witt and Wood. 
—64. | | 

“Nays.——Messrs. Askew, Brown, Tarlton, Cleveland of L., 
Crosby, Dancy, Dennis, Martin of H., Mabry, Poag, Ran- 
dolph, Smith of N., Stedman, Sullivan, Thompson and Wor- 
sham,——16. ; 

So the amendment was laid on the table. xi 
. Mr. Sayles proposed to fill up the blank in 4th section wit 
$6,000. 

Mr. Ector proposed to amend the amendment, by inserting 
$8,000 instead of $6,000. 

. Mr. Poag moved to lay the amendment to the amendment, 
and the amendment, on the table, 
“A division of the question was called for, and the question 
on Mr. Ector’s amendment was put, and amendment laid on 
the table—and amendment of Mr. Sayles adopted. m 

Mr. Randolph proposed the following substitute for the 15th 
section : That the provisions of this Act shall not extend to any 
Railroad: Companies which may be entitled to receive from thé 
State a larger grant of land than 16 sections of 640 acres to 
the mile, for the construction of such road, nor to any road for 
more than a single trunk, with the necessary turnouts, nor any 
branch roads, nor to any of the aforementioned roads unless 
commenced and prosecuted as required by the provisions of 
their charter, nor shall either of the aforementioned Compa- 
a be allowed to borrow more than five hundred thousand 

ollars. ay 

.Mr. Ochiltree moved to lay the substitute on the table; yeas 
and:nays called for and the House refused to lay the substitute 
on the table by the following vote: 

_ Yras.—Messrs. Adrian, Askew, Bell, Bonner, Brown, Bur- 
ress,- Busby, Crabbe, Dalrymple, Darden of C., Dickson of 
G.,.Dougherty, Ector, Francis, Gaines, Galloway, Gay, Hook- 
er, .King, Kittrell, Locke, Martin of L., McMillin, Melton, 
Ochiltree, Parker ot. T., Parsons, Reeves, Runnels, Rushing, 
Sayles, Smith of Harris, Smith of Harrison, Sheppard, Tarlton, 
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Throckmorton, Tompkins, Trnehart, Williams of L, and 
Worsham-—40. 

" Nays.—Messrs. Speaker, Ardrey, Arnold, Charlton, Cleve- 
land of B., Clevelaad of L., Crosby, Dancy, Davis, Dennis, 
Dickson of R. R., Ellison, Green, Hale, Junker, Lawhon, 
Mabry, McCown, Merrick, Middleton, Moore, Norton Owings, 
Parker of A., Pettus, Poag, Pollock, Randolph, Selman, 
Shaw, Smith of N., Stedman, Stout, Sullivan, Thompson,, 
Waelder, West, Williams of S. A., Witt and Wood—40. 

Mr. Stout moved to refer the bill to the judiciary committee, 
with instructions to report a bill to distribute the School fund 
amongst the several counties of the State; laid on the table. 

Mr. Cleveland of L., proposed to amend Mr. Randolph's 
substitute as follows: 

Provided_ that no company shall be entitled to more than 
five hundred thousand dollars, under the provisions of this 
act; accepted by Randolph. : 

Question on adoption of amendment put, and amendment 
rejected by the following vote : 

Yuas.—Meesrs. Speaker, Ardrey, Arnold, Charlton, Cleve- 
land of B., Cleveland of L., Crosby, Dennis, Dickson of R. R, 
Elison, Hale, Junker, King, Lawhon, Mabry, McCown, Mer- 
rick, Moore, Norton, Owings, Parker of A., Pettus, Poag, 
Randolph, Selman, Smith of N., Sullivan, Truehait, Waelder, 
Williams of L., Williams of S. A., Wood and Worsham—33. 

Nays.—Messrs. Ardrey, Askew, Bell, Brown, Burress, Bus- 
by, Crabbe, Dalrymple, Dancy, Darden of ©., Darden of G., 
Davis, Dickson of G., Dougherty, Ector, Francis, Galloway, 
. Gay, Green, Hooker, Kittrell, Latham, Locke, Martin of H., 
Martin of L., McMillin, Melton, Middleton, Ochiltree, Parker 
of T., Parsons, Pollock, Reeves, Runnels, Rushing, Sayles, 
Shaw, Sheppard, Smith of Harris, Smith of Harrison, Sted- 
man, Tarlton, Throckmorton, Tompkins, West and White. 
—4l. f 

Mr. Ector moved the previous question. 

Mr. Randolph moved a call.of the House—carried. 

On motion of Mr. Truehart, call suspended. 

The main question was then ordered by the following vote : 

Yuas.— Messrs. Speaker, Arnold, Bell, Bonner, Brown, But- 
ress, Busby, Cleveland of B., Cleveland of L.,Crabbe, Dalrym- 
ple, Darden, of C., Davis, Dickson of R. R., Dickson of G., 
Dougherty, Ector, Ellison, Francis, Gaines, Galloway, Gay, 
Green, Hale, Hooker, King, Kittrell, Latham, Locke, Martin 
of H., Martin of L, McCown,' McMillin, Merrick,- Middleton, 
Norton, Ochiltree, Parker of A., Parker of T., Parsons, Pol- 
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Jock, Reeves Runnels, Rushing, Sayles, Selman, Shaw, Shep- 
pard, Smith of Harris, Smith of Harrison, Stedman, Thro¢k-~ 
morton, Tompkins, [ruehart, Williams of L., and Williams of 
S. A.,—58. te eas 

Nays.—Messrs. Ardrey, Askew, Tarlton, Crosby, Dancy, 
Darden of G., Dennis, Junker, Lawhon, Mabry, Melton, 
Moore, Owings, Pettus, Poag, Randolph, Smith of N., Stout, 
Sullivan, Thompson, West, White, Witt, Wood and Worsham 
mney |: a 

The main question being the passing of the bill to a 8d read- 
ing, the same was put, and bill passed to 3d reading by the 
following vote: iS : 
- Yuas.—-—Megsrs. Speaker, Adrian, Arnold, Bell, Bon- 
ner, Brown, Burress, Busby, Cleveland of B., Crabbe, Cros- 
by, Dalrymple, Dancy, Darden of C., Darden of G., Davis, 
Dickson of R. R., Dickson of G., Dougherty, Ector, Ellison, 
Francis, Gaines, Galloway, Gay, Hale, King, Kittrell, Latham, 
. Locke; Martin of L, McMillen, Merrick, Norton, Ochiltree, 
Parker of A., Parker of T., Parsons, Pollock, Reeves, Rushing, 
Sayles, Selman, Shaw, Sheppard, Smith of Harris, Smith of 
Henderson, Tarlton, ‘Throckmorton, Tompkins, Truehart, 
Waelder, West, White, Williams of L., Witt and Worsham 
57. 

Nays.—Messrs. Ardrey, Askew, Charlton, Cleveland of L., 
Dennis, Green, Hooker, Junker, Lawhon, Martin of H., Ma- 
bry, McCown, Melton, Middleton, Moore, Owings, Pettus, 
Poag, Randolph, Runnels, Smith of A., Stedman, Stout, Sul- 
livan, Tompson, Williams of 8. A. and Worsham——27. 

ae Dancy moved to adjourn until Monday 9 o’clock, A., M. 
—Lost. i 

On motion of Mr. Williams of L., the House adjourned until 
8 o’clock, A. M., Monday. ` 


House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
Austin, Monday, July 21st, 1856. } 

House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present. Journal of Saturday read and adopted. 

PETITIONS: 

Mr. Hale presented the petition of the citizens of Robertson 
county, referred to the Committee on State affairs. 

Mr. Pettus presented the petition of Samuel Story, referred 
to committee No. 2, on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Sullivan presented the petition of Thomas Ailes, refer- 
red to committee on Public Debt. 
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And the petition of Samuel Hendrick and Martin Burton, 
referred to committee on Public Debt. . 

Mr. McMillin presented the petition of the citizens of McLen- 
nan county, referred to Finance Committee. 

Mr. McCown presented the petition-ofthe citizens of Walker 
county ; referred to committee on State Affairs... 

Mr. Randolph presented the petition of Wiley Hickerson; 
referred to Public Debt committee. j 

Mr. Dennis presented the petition of Thomas Jamison; ‘re- 
ferred to Publie Debt committee. i 

And the petition of the heirs of Andrew Smalley; referred 
to committee No. lon Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Parker of T., presented the petition of John Robinson; 
referred to Judiciary committee. 

A message was received from the Senate, announcing te 
the House that the Senate had passed a bill originating in the 
House, to permanently locate the county site of Newton county 
—with an amendment. ` 

Mr. Shaw, chairman of committee No. 1 on Private Land 
Claims, reported favorably on a Senate bill for the relief of 
Wm. Watson, recommending its passage; report received. - 

On motion of Mr. Runnels, rule suspended, report and bill 
taken up, report adopted, and bill passed te a third reading— 
rule further suspended, bill read third time and passed. 

Mr. Shaw, chairman of committee No. 1 on Private Land 
Claims, also reported a bill for the relief of Richard Browne; 
report received, and bill read Ist time. 

Mr. Dennis, chairman of committee on Engrossed bills, re- 
ported correctly engrossed a bill to consolidate the Texas Monu- 
mental Company, and the Texas Military Institute, with Ruters- 
ville College ; report accepted. 

Mr. Darden of G., Chairman of Joint committee on Enrolled 
bills, reported correctly enrolled : 

A bill to amend an Act to incorporate the City of San Anto- 
nio, approved January 17, 1856, and a bill to define the Ist 


Judicial Districts, and to fix the time of holding the District 


Courts therein; that the same have been presented to the Gov- 
ernor for his approval and signature ; report accepted. 

On motion of Mr. Throckmorton the rule was suspended, 
and a bill (with a report from the committee on Publie Debt) 
making an appropriation for thé Governor of Georgia, taken 
up. 

A message was received from the Senate, announcing to the 
House, the following bills originating in the Senate : 

A bill for the relief of G. W. L. Haynes._- 
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A bill to consolidate the Texas Monumental.Committee, and 
Texas Military Institute with Rutersville College. 

A bill to authorize the Clerk of Houston county to transcribe 
the Mark and Brand Book of said county, and index the same. 

_A bill for the reliet of Francisco Antonio de Las Rivas. 

A bill fixing the compensation for saving cotton found in an 
of the waters of this State, or on the coast thereof in the Gulf of 
Mexico. 

And the following bills originating in the House: 

A bill supplemental to an Act to fix the palgnice of the 
Judges of the Supreme and District Courts. 

And a bill to fix the per diem pay and mileage of ihe mem- 
bers and the per diem pay of officers of the adjourned session 
of the 6th Legislature—with an amendment. 

Also, a bill originating in. the Senate, supplemental to, and 
amendatory of, an Act supplemental to an Act to establish/the 
Galveston, Houston aud Henderson Railroad Company, ap- 
Pa January 10th, 1854, and approved January 23rd, 1856. 

Bill and report relating to arms furnished the Georgia Bat- 
talion, taken np. 

Mr. McCown proposed the following amendment : 

Amend by striking out twenty-nine hundred and ten dollars, 
| and insert fourteen hundred and fifty-five. 

_ ‘The following amendment to the amendment of McCown was 
presented by Mr.. Welder : 

Add after amount of appropriation, “being principle and 
interest. ” 

Mr. Merrick moved that the whole matter be laid on the 
table until Ist September next; yeas and nays called for, and 
House refused to postpone by the following vote : 

Yras—Messrs. Ardrey, Arnold, Busby, Burress, Charlton, 
Cleveland of L., Crabbe, Dalrymple, Davis, Dickson of G., 
Ellison, Francis, ‘Hooker, ‘King, Lawhon, Martin of H., McClan- 
ahan, Melton, Merrick, Middleton, Moore, Owings, Parker of 
Å., Reeves, Richardson, Rushing, Runnels, Shaw, Stedman, 
Stout, Williams of S. A., and Wood—3s3. 

Nave Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Askew, Bonner, Brown, 
Cleveland of B., Crosby, Dancy, Darden of C., Darden of G., 
Dennis, Dougher ty, Ector, Gaines, Galloway, Gay, Green, 
Hale, Junker, King, Latham, Locke, Martin of L., Mabry, 
McCown, MeMillin, Norton, Ochiltree, Parker of T., Pettus, 
Poag, Pollock, Randolph, Selman, Sheppard, Smith of Harris, 
Smith of Harrison, Smith of N., Sullivan, Tarlton, Throckmor- 
ton, Thompson, Tompkins, T uehart, Weelder, West, “White, 
and Witt—4°- 
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“Myr, Burress moved to postpone the bill until 15th Septem- 
ber— Lost. 

Mr. Meriick moved to postpone until 30th August— Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Green, the previous question was ordered. 

(Mr. Rushing in chair )—The Speaker-decided that the main 
question was on engrossment of bill, 
* Mr. Stedman appealed from the decision of the Chair—the 
House refused to sustain the decision of the Chair, -— 

Mr. Weelder proposed a Joint Resolution as a substitute for 
the whole bill. 

On motion of Mr. Bee, it was laid on the table. 

Mr. Bee moved to lay the amendment of McCown on table 
—Lost by the following vote + 

Yras—Messrs. Speaker, Arnold, Askew, Crosby, Dancy, 
Darden of C., Dennis, Dickson, Dougherty, Ector, Galloway, 
Green, Junker, Kittrell, Latham, Mabry, McMillin, Norton, 


“Ochiltree, Pettus, Poag, Pollock, Randolph, S Sayles, Selman, 


Sheppard, Smith of Harris , Sullivan, Tarlton, Throckmorton, 
Thompson, Trigg, Trnehart, Welder, West, White, and Wor- 
sham—s38. 

Nays—-Messrs. Adrian, Ardrey, Bell, Brown, Burress, Bus- 
by, Charlton, Cleveland of B., Crabbe, Datr ymple, Darden, 
Davis, Dickson of G., Ellison, Francis, Hal», Hooker, King, 
Lawhon, Locke, Martin of H., ‘Martin of La McClanahan, 
McCown, Melton, Merrick, Middleton, Moore, Owings, Parker 
of A., Parker ot T., Parsons, Reeves, Richardson, Runnel, 
Rushing; Shaw, Smith of Harris, Smith of N., Stedman, Stout, 
Williams of S. A., and Wood— 43. 

Mr.. Smith of Harrison, offered the following substitute : 

“ Strike out $ Amend, by paying the amount that they 
cost at Harper’s Ferry, in place of $30. 

On motion of Mr. Ector, the amendment was laid on ine 
table. 

Mr. Dennis proposed the following amendment : 

Insert after the word doMars, “and interest.” > 

On motion of Mr. Ochiltre3, laid on the table. 

Question recurring upon ¢ adoption of McCown’s amendment, 
the House refused to adopt it by the following vote: 

Ywas—Messrs. Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, Bell, Burress, Charl- 
ton, Cleveland of B., Crabbe, Dalrymple, Darden of G., Davis, 
Dickson of R. R., Dickson of G., Ellison, Francis, Hale, Hooker, 
King, Lawhon, Locke, Martin of H., Martin of L., McClana- 
han, SMeCown, "Melton, Merrick, Middleton, Owings, Parker-ot 
A., Reeves, Richardson, Runnels, Rushing, Shaw, Smith of 
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Harrison, Smith of N., Stedman, Stout, Walliams of S- A.,;and 
W 60d-—40. "a. ee gn $ i +. 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Askew, Brown, Busby, Cleveland 
cof L., Crosby, Dancy, Darden of C., Dennis, Dougherty, Ector, 
Galloway, Gay, Green, Junker, Kittrell, Latham, Mabry, Mc- 
Millin, Norton, Ochiltree, Parker of T., Parsons, Pettus, Poag, 
Pollock, Randolph, Sayles, Selman, Sheppard, Smith of Harris, 
Sullivan, Tarlton, ‘Throckmorton, Thompson Tompkins, True- 
hart, Weelder, West, White, Witt, and Worsham —42. 

Mr. Parsons proposed to “ amend by inserting instead of the 
amount of dollars mentioned in the bill, that there be paid tv 
the State of Georgia such sum as the Governor of that State 
may demand of the State of Texas, as the value of the arms 
mentioned in the bill.” 

On motion, laid on the table. 

Mr. Davis proposed the following amendment: 

“Strike out twenty-nine hundred and ten dollars, and insert 
nineten hundred and forty. ” 

My, Ochiltree moved to lay amendment of Davison the table. 
The House refused te lay the amendment on the table by the 
following vote: l 

Yras—Messrs. Speaker, Askew, Cleveland of L., Crosby, 
Darden of C., Dennis, Ector, Galloway, Gay, Green, Junker, 
Kittrell, Latham, Mabry, McMillin, Norton, Ochiltree, Parsons, 
Pettus, Poag, Randolph, Sichardson, Sayles, Sheppard, Smith 
of Harris, Sullivan, Tarlton, Throckmorton, Thompson, 
Tompkins, Truehart, West, and White—34. 

Nays— Messrs. Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, Bell, Bonner, Bur- 
ress, Busby, Charlton, Cleveland of B., Crabbe, Dalrymple, 
Dancy, Darden of G., Davis, Dickson of R. R., Dickson of G., 
Ellison, Francis, Hale, Hooker, King, Latham, Locke, Martin 
of H., Martin of L., MeClanahan. McCown, Melton, Merrick, 
Middieton, Owiugs, Parker of A., Parker of T., Pollock, Reeves, 


Rannels, Rushing, Selman, Shaw, Smith of Harrison, Smith of 


N. Stedman, Stout, Williams ot S. A., Witt, Wood, and Wor- 


sham—47, 

Main question being on adoption of Davis’ amendment, it 
was adopted by the following vote : 

Yuas—Messrs. Adrian, Ardrev. Arnold, Bell, Bonner, Bur- 
ress, Busby Charlton, Cleveland of B. Crabbe, Darden of G., 
Davis, Dickson of R. R., Dickson of G., Ellison, Francis, Hale, 
Hooker, King, Lawhon, Locke, Martin of L., McClanahan, 
McCowen, Melton, Middleton, Moore, Owings, Parker of A., 
Parker, of T., Reeves, Runnels, Rushing, Selman, Shaw, Smith, 
of Harrison, Smith of N., Steadman, Stout, Williams of S. A., 
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Witt, Wood and Worsham—43. EE 7 

Nays——Messrs Speaker, Askew, Brown, Cleveland of L., 
Crosby, Dalrymple, Dancy, Darden of C., Dennis, Dougherty, 
Ector, Galloway, Gay, Green, Junker, Kittrell, Latham, Martin, 
of H., Mabry, McMillin, Norton, Ochiltree, Parsons, Pettus, 
Poag, Randolph, Sayles Sheppard, Sullivan, Tarlton, Throck- 
morton, Thompsen, Tomkins, Truehart, West, Waelder and 
White--37. i l ~ 

Mr. Ochiltree moved the previous question, which being on 
engrossment of the Bill, the same was ordered to be engrossed 
by the following vote: 

Yuas—Messrs. Speaker, Ardrey, Arnold, Bell, Bonner, 
Brown, Busby, Cleveland of B , Crosby, Dancy, Darden of C., 
Darden of G., Dennis, Dickson of R. R., Dougherty, Ector, 
Ellison, Gaines, Galloway, Gay, Green, Hale, Junker, Litttrell, 
Latham, Locke, Martin of L., Mabry McCown, McMillin, Nor- 
ton, Ochiltree, Owings, Parker of A., Parker of T.. Pettus, 
Poag, Pollock, Randolph Runnells, Sayles, Selman, Sheppard. 
Smith of Harrison, Sullivan, Tarlton, Throckmorton, Thompson, 
Truehart, West, White and Worsharn—54. 

Nays—Messrs. Askew, Burress, Cleveland of L., Crabbe, 
Dalrymple, Davis, Dickson of G., Francis, Hooker, King, Law- 
hon, Martin of H., McClanahan, Melton, Merrick, Middleton, 
Moore, Parsons, Reeves, Richardson, Rushing, Shaw, Stedman, 
Stout, Thompson, Waelder, Williams of S. A., Witt, and Wood 
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Mr. Throckmorton moved further suspension of the rule that 
the bill might be read 3rd time and passed; the House refu- 
sed to suspend the rule. ' 

On motion of Mr. Stedman, the rule was suspended, anda 
` bill to make an appropriation for the per diem pay and mileage 
of the members, and per diem pay of officers of the adjourned 
session of the 6th Legislature, was taken up, and amendments 
of the Senate concurred in. 

Mr. Dancy, chairman of the committee appointed to investi- 
gate the manner of letting the contracts for, and all matters Im 
touching the erection of a State Capitol, and furnishing the im 
same, made the following majority report: - 

. l CAPITOL, 21st July, 1656. EE 

Mr. SprAker—The Committee appointed to investigate all $ 
matters relating to the expenditure of the money appropriated 
for the construction of the Capitol, and the purchase of furni- 
ture for the Capitol, and report the result of their investiga- 
tions to this House, now make the following . 
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4 ~~ REPORT : 
The Committee met in Austin on the 5th of June, and ex- 


cepting an adjournment of a few days, continued their session ’ 


until the meeting of the Legislature on the 7th inst. As the 
testimony would be an important part of the report, the Com- 
mittee appointed a Clerk to take it down and preserve it, and 
also required him to act as a Sergeant-at-arms, without de- 
manding any additional pay. We submit the testimony as 
taken before the Committee as a part of this report, in order 
that the House may have all the facts before them. 

The Act of 14th February 1852, appropriated “one hun- 
dred thousand dollars out of the bonds or proceeds thereof 
which have already accrued to the State of Texas upon the 
five millions of dollars in bonds issued, &c.,” which is again re- 
ferred to in Section 4, as “the amount of one hundred thou- 
sand dollars,” but the Comptroller and Treasurer construed 
the Act so as to appropriate the United States bonds, and 
thus added as premium on bonds $5,100, 

And as interest, 2,317 45 


thus increasing the amount appropriated in the opinion of the 
Committee, by construction, contrary to the intent and meaning 
of the Act,to the amount of $7,419 45. Itis but justice, however, 
to say that the amount added has been paid out upon the re- 
quisition of the Commissioners for the construction of the 
Capitol. The Committee think that the Comptroller erred in 
not requiring the Commissioners to present the estimates of 
the Superintendent with their monthly drafts for money. 


The first duty of the Commissioners under the law was to 
provide a suitable plan for the Capitol, with estimates not to 
exceed one hundred thousand dollars. They paid five hundred 
dollars for a plan and specification, which were so defective 
that they were almost useless, if not positively injurious.— 
This shows that the Legislature erred im electing Commission- 
ersand a Superintendent who were not qualified for their po- 
sitions. The Act should have required the Superintendent to 
have been an Architect and made it his duty to draw the plan, 
make the estimates and furnish the specifications. As it was, 
under the law, and the oificers with the plan adopted, the con- 
tractors and workmen were like the workmen on the tower of 
Babel, in a State of confusion. The Commissioners were in- 
excusable for expending five hundred dollars for such a plan, 
when good architects would have drawn a good plan with com- 
plete estimates and specifications for less than that amount, 
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The Commissioners drew money from the Treasury and con- 
structed the foundation. by contracts. made privatély, when the 
law required them to advertise and let out the-contracts to the 
lowest bidder. It seems from the testimony and the state of 


the building that the foundation was good and substantial 
work.. ` 


When the first contracts were let out after advertising for 
bidders, the Commissioners decided that McGehee and Moore 
were the lowest and best bidders. It appears from the testi- 
mony that Fries was a lower bidder and entitled to the con- 
tract under the law by giving good security. It does not ap- 
pear that there was any lower bidders than Cook and Brandon 
who got the contraet for the wood work. The work done by 
McGehee was not according to his contract, but many and im- 
portant changes were made with the consent of the Commis- 
sioners, which made the work more costly, with an under- 
standing that they would endeavor to procure an appropriation 
by the Legislature for an extra allowance. These changes 
made the work more substantial, but the Commissioners were 
not authorized to advance money for that purpose, and we 
think they violated the law by paying out money in advance 
of work to be done under the contract. After McGehee’s death 
the Commissioners took the responsibility to carry on the con- 
tract contrary to the wishes of Mr. Moore, as they say to pre- 
vent delay. This act went far towards releasing Mr. McGe- 
hee’s securities, if it did not release them from all legal re- 
sponsibility. 

At the called session of the Legislature it was manifest that 
the appropriation for the Capitol would not be sufficient for 
the completion of the building, and an additional appropriation 
of fifty thousand dollars was made by the Act of 7th February 
1858, to finish the Capitol, and to make changes so as to lay 
off a Supreme Court Room and to complete the building, ac- 
cording to the plan then presented to the Legislature. The 
Commissioners settled up with McGehee’s administrator, and 
in that settlement paid exhorbitant prices for the work done. 

Instead of advertising and letting out the contracts the 
Commissioners then let out contracts privately to Quilla J. 
Nichols for the stone work, and to A. H. Cook for the wood 
work. They say that they considered their connection with the 
first contractors as furnishing an equitable claim to the new 
contracts. The Committee are of opinion that in this the law 
was violated. It seems that Cook and Nichols agreed upon 
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the division of the money and took the contracts. Cook took 
in the stone floor of the basement as a part of his work under 
his contract. Cook was to receive $22,880 for extra work 
under his contract, when it appears from Mr. Doyle’s testimo- 
ny, that the value of the extra work did not exceed seven or 
eight thousand dollars. From Mr. T. H. Jones testimony, 
Nichols’ contract must have been a profitable one, yet for 
causes not satisfactorily explamed, the building was delayed 
by the neglect of the Commissioners, to compel the contractors 
to do their work, and the building is not yet finished, accord- 
ing to the plan mentioned in the last contracts. 

By order of the new Commissioners appointed to superin- 
tend the old Commissioners, two columns were dispensed with 
in front of the Capitol, as the entrance would have been incon- 
veniently crowded by them. 

Mr. Payne’s testimony shows that the columns in the Sen- 
ate hall ave eacn supported by a single joist. This should be 
remedied as soon as possible, for the gallery is liable to fall 
whenever a large number of persons shall go into it. There is 
much differences of opinion among the witnesses with regard to 
the cost of the Capitol, Some thmk the State ought to be 
satisfied under the circumstances, but from all the information we 
could obtain, the Committee are of opinion that the Capitol 
ought to have been completed for one hundred and twenty- 
five thousand dollars and that twonty-five or thirty thousand 
dollars too much haye been expended by bad management. 

Mr. Cook says he would have lost money on Cook and 

Brandon’s contract, but he certainly made a fine speculation 
by his last contract, 
. Nichols has failed to carry up the parapet as high as it 
ought to have been carried, by three or four feet, and has left 
the roof exposéd so as to give the building an unfinished ap- 
pearance, although he was bound by his contract “tò do every~ 
thing that may be necessary to present the building in a com- 
plete and finished state a to the plan adopted by said 
Commissioners.” Mr. Nichols contended that he was not bound 
to build above a certain height, because the specifications re- 
quired the wall to be carried but twenty-nine feet six inches 
above the water tabie at the level of the floor of the second 
story, to the frieze of the cornice, then nine feet to the top of 
the parapet. 

' The ceiling was to be: thirty-four feet above the mu of thë 
second story: ` This rendered it necessary to carry the smooth 
wall four fèet six inches-higher than the specifications required 
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in order to support the roof. The roof was framed for an en- 
tablature and parapet nine feet high according to the specifi- 
cations, and Mr. Nichols was therefore bound to construct’ the 
cornice and parapet to suit the plan presented to him when 
the contract was entered into. The Commissioners should have 
compelled him to finish the building. There may be some 
doubt whether Nichols’ securities are responsible as the-adver- 
tisement for bids was not published according to law, but as 
he has been paid for work which he has not finished, the value 
of the work not done can be recovered from him with damages. 
The Commissioners are also responsible on their bonds for not 
compelling him to comply with his contract, as well as for 
other violations of the law. 


There has not been rain enough since the committee met to 
tell whether the roof will leak or not. ff it should leak as it 
did last winter, the timbers will soon decay. Steps should be 
taken to compel Cook to make the roof water tight, as he was 
bound to do by his contract. The building will be in ruins in 
a few Years if it continues to leak. The Commissioners were 
notified that the Committee wished them to appear and make 
their statements on oath with such explanations as they might 
think proper. The report has been postponed to give them a 
full opportunity to do so, They haye declined for reasons that 
we do not wish to inquire into, and feel disposed to see them 
take that course which they think best. Our object has been 
to present all the facts of the case to the Legislature, so that 
justice may be done to all parties. 


We think the claim of the Commissioners should not be 
paid, because if they had used ordinary diligence, the building 
would have been completed before their claims accrued. Mr. 
Doyle’s claim has more equity, because he could not force the 
contractors to finish the work, but his presence -was necessary 
until the building was finished. He erred, however, in uniting 
with the Commissioners to report the building finished, merely 
because the Commissioners told him that the contract did not 
require Nichols to carry the wall any higher, when he must 
have known that the building was not finished. It is believed 
by the witnesses that the first roof would not have been blown 
off, if the parapet had been constructed according to the plan. 

With regard to Mr. Eli Kirk’s claim we are ofopinion that the 
Governor ought not tohave sent him until the Commissioners 
who had charge of the Capitol had notified the Governor that 
the building was completed as the law required. The Gover- 
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nor violated the law in sending him at the time. Kirk was to 
receive one thousand dollars for his services, and he was not 
authorized to expend more than twenty-four thousand dollars, 
for the purchase and transportation of the furniture and plac- 
ing it in the Capitol. He seemed to disregard his contract, 
under the impression that he would get extra pay. The evi- 
dence shows that the prices which Kirk says he paid for the 
furniture are extravagant. The desks cost more by ten dollars 
a piece than they could be made for here, and the chairs with 
spring seats cost as much as they would cost in this city. The 
common chairs are set down at $3 a piece in Philadelphia and 
and the witnesses say they can be retailed at from $2 25 to 
$2 50 each in Austin. 3 

If Mr. Kirk has expended his own funds he has done it 
without the authority of law and we do not beleve that he 
has any legal claim against the State. Governor Bell ought 
to pay him the five hundred dollars which was withheld to pay 
freights as he had no authority to contract any debts over and 
above the twenty-five thousand dollars appropriated. Men 
have been so much in the habit of domg what they thought 
best when entrusted with public business, and asking to have 


their acts sanctioned by the Legislature, that it is time that. 


they should be required to.carry out the law, and not their 
wishes. Unless Kirk can make a better showing, he clearly 
is not legally entitled to relief. If he has not made money 
with his opportunity it is useless to pay him any more. 

Mr. Swenson swears that he would deliver the furniture in 
Austin for eighteen thousand dollars, and his statements are 
sustained by the testimony of Mr. Tumey. This would be be- 
tween ten and fifteen thousand dollars less than it would cost 
the State according to Mr. Kirk’s calculation : 


Thus—Amount of U. S. bonds, $25,000 00 
Premium, 1,262 50 

Interest, 545 13 

$26,807 63 

Appropriated to pay Nash, 808 72 
$27,616 35 

Kirk’s Account, : 5,473 Ol 

~ $33,089 36 

Deduct, 18,000 00 

$15,089 36 


Allow $1,000 for articles transported for Mr. Kirk by the State, 
would leave $14,089 36 more than Mr. Swenson’s estimate. 
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It appears that the Comptroller and Treasurer added the 
premium and interest to this appropriation also. l 
The Judiciary Committee have already decided that his 
claim cannot be paid in accordance with—the Constitution. 
But independent of that decision we could not think of recom- 
mending the claim with the extravagant charges in the bills 
whith Mr. Kirk has presented, and-we cannot resist the impres- 
sion that if he has not charged the State too much, those from 
whom he purchased must have grossly imposed upon him. ` 
In consideration of the facts a majority of the committee 
believe that the interests of the State and also the rights of 
the parties interested will be best subserved and protected by 
the adoption of the accompanying Joint Resolution. 
Its passage is therefore respectfully recommended, 
JOHN W. DANCY, Chairman. 
C. S. WEST, Committee. 
Mr. Crosby, one of said committee, made the following mi- 
nority report: 
Commirrer Room, July 21, 1856. 
To the Hoxvorable A. P. Bee. 


Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The undetsigned, a minority of the Committee appointed to 
investigate the facts connected with the building of the State 
Capitol, and furnishing the same, would most respectfully 
submit the difference of opinion existing between the majority 
of said Committee and the undersigned, in reference to the 
character of the report which it is the duty of said Committee 
to make to the House, under the terms of the resolution creat- 
ing and specifying the duties of said Committee. 

It is conceived that the object sought to be attained by the 
appointment of said Committee, was to ascertain, collect, and 
report to the House, all such testimony as could be obtained 
under the circumstances, relating to the above named object, 
aud after the procurement of said testimony, in the form in 
which it has been reported, to submit the same, without com- 
ment, as the result of the Committee’s investigation. 

The undersigned holds it to be a strict principle of right, 
and of sheer justice, that when action is to be taken on any 
matter in which the motives, character and conduct of third 
parties are involved, there should be no expression of mere 
opinion which may, in all probability, have a tendency to pre- 
judge those most deeply and seriously interested in the result 
of said action, or investigation, more especially so, when all 
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the facts, upon which said opinion is based, form a part of the 
report, or groundwork of action, as is the case in this instance. 

The Committee has made (with a very slight exception,) as 
yet but an ex p irte examimation of the facts and circumstances 
pertaining to, or in sny manner connected with the construc- 
tion of the State Capitol. 

It is true that the Commissioners selected to superintend 
the building of the same, have been duly notified, that the 
Committee were prepared to receive any testimony which, in 
their judgment, they might deem necessary and proper to sub- 
mit, but, for causes unknown to the unde arsigned, the testimo- 
ny, or statement of the Commissioners has not been presented 
to the Committee ; the reasons superinducive of this delay, 
on the part of these gentlemen, may, doubtless, be good and 
valid in their nature ; therefore, in consideration of the absence 
of this testimony, or statement, the undersigned is disinclined 
to advance any cpinion which may operate prejudicially as 
above suggested. 

E The undersigned regards so much of the report of the ma- 
J jority of the Committee, as relates to the purchase of the fur- 
niture, in the same light, 

There can be no objection, it is believed, to the adoption of 
the resolution reported by the majority of the Committee. 

Respectfully submitted, 
J. 2. CROSBY, 
Minority of Committee, &c. 


TESTIMONY. 
Friday, June 6, 1856. 
MR. BRANDON’S TESTIMONY. 
Question. Is this the original eran It is a 
correct copy. 

What would the drawing of such a plan as the one 
before the Committee be worthP—A. About $60.00 (sixty 
dollars. ) i 
k Q When you submitted your plan, did they (the Com- 
E missioners) ask you what you charged for the plan?—A, No. 
f They told me that there was $500.00 appropriated, and drew 
the same, and paid it to me. 

T Q. How long were you in drawing the plan ?—A. About 
m three days and nights, 

. Q.- Did you have any-plan of ground workP—A. Yes. 

| QQ. Where is it?—A.. Don’t.know, I have never seen it 
@ since I handed it to Commissioners, 
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Q. Is the. dome of the building built according to the plan, 
specification and contract?—A. The dome was to have: been 
34 feet high, but as it is built, it is only about 20 feet. It 
was to have been an open dome wit coltimns, but it is filled 
ap with blinds, l ; 

Q. Does the Capitol as finished correspond with the speci- 
fication and contract—if not, in what respect does it differ? 
A. It does not—there were to have been 16 committee rooms; 
there are only 12. The cornice and parapet were to have been 
9 feet, but are only 5 feet. There is no frieze or parapet at 
all. According to the original plan, there were to have been 
six columns in front; but there are only four—there were to 
have been eight columns in each room, there are only six. 

Q. At the time you received the $500 for your plan, did 
not Dr-Haynie keep and have a store in town?—A. He did. 

Q. Was not the money that you received deposited with 
HaynieP—A. A part of it was. 

Q. Did Haynie use any of it?—A. He did, with my con- 
sent, and I was compelled to take goods for pay. 

STATEMENT. 


An ‘additional appropriation was asked; for the purpose of 
buildingia wrought pannel ceiling; with a carved circular cen- 
ter-piece, and to build the dome of stone, which was not done 
after the appropriation was received. The ceiling as described 
would have cost twenty times as much as the present one, and 
the dome would have cost a great deal more—say $5,000 more. 
The original contract was for a wooden floor in the basement 
story, but was changed to stone—which relieved the wood 
contractors. l 

If you knew that you could make any thing after the 
new ($50,000) appropriation, why did you draw out of your 
contract?—A, Because Haynie refused to let-me have any 
contract under the new appropriation. 

Q. Why did he refuse to let you have any contract unde! 
the new appropriationP—A. Because I would not lend Haynie 
money. Haynie told me if I would lend him money to carry 
on his mercantile establishment, I could go on and take the 
contract under the new appropriation, and draw any amount I 
pleased—which I refused. Mr. Cook and myself had been 
partners; I loaned Haynie, before that time, about $1,200, and 
Cook loaned him $3,000 of our partnership money, while I 
was sick, without my consent, and I had to take goods for pay 
for the 1,200 dollars I loaned him, I believe, from rumor, 
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that Cook continued to lend him (Haynie)-money. Cook took 
my contract after I drew out; and he drew money out of the 
new ($50,000) appropriation, and received the contract that. I 
asked: for, for about $40,000. I drew a working plan for them. 

Q. Is this the plan?—A. It is. ` 

Q. Has it been. changedP—A. The parapet and cornice 
have been. cut off. 

Q. Do you think that if the parapet had been made ac- 
cording. to the contract, that it would have protected the roof 
from the wind?—A. Í do. 

Q. In you? opinion as an architect, what do you think the 
Capitol, as it is finished, could have been completed. for?— 
A. About one hundred and’ twenty-five thousand dollars, al- 
lowing liberal ratés of charge for every thing. Cook drew, I 
think, about $30,000 before he had completed $10,000 worth 
of work. Haynie forced us to $4,500 before we had done 
$2,000 worth of work—we lent him $1,600 of it. About 
$12, 000 or $18,000 was drawn of the $30, 000, before Cook 
and ‘myself dissolved partnership. 


Saturday, “June 7, 1856. 

Mr. Brandon again appeared before Committee. 

-Q. You stated on yesterday that Haynie had forced you to 
draw $4,500 before you had completed $2,000 worth of work, 
—how did he force you to draw the moneyP—A. At the end 
of the month, Haynie told us that there was a draft in our 
favor at the Treasurer's Office, and that we could draw our 
money for the work done; we had made no estimate of the 
work done at the time, ‘but found a draft for $4,500—there 
was only about $2,000 worth of work finished. The first draft 
we made was for $600 for lumber delivered—the 2d draft was 
on the first Monday of the second month, and was for $4,500, 
without our previous knowledge of the amount of the draft— 
the draft being made and deposited by Haynie. 

Q. Had you any partner in drawing the plan?—A. Yes, 
Mr. A. N.. Hopkins was intérested with me. I paid him one 
hundred and fifty dollars. He did no work on the plan, but 
I knew he was a friend and intimate with both Haynie and 
Swisher, Commissioners, and thought he could be influential 
in getting the plan accepted, but I don’t know that he exercis- 
ed any influence over them, 

Q. From your'own knowledge, or any circumstance, do’ you 
think that there was any understanding between Haynie and 
Cook, that Cook was to get the contract, and that Haynie de- 
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rived any pecuniary benefit by letting Cook have the contract? 
—A. I believe there was an whderstanding of the.sort between 
them, and that Haynie was’ to receive a benefit by it; but I 
don’t know that he did receive any benefit. I think that 
Haynie did receive a benefit because Cook loaned him money 
—and Haynie and myself fellout because I would not lend 
him money,—and Cook and myself dissolved because I would 
not lend Haynie money, and Cook said'that he could get along 
with Haynie better than I could, and that he had to lend 
Haynie money in order to get any contract under the $50,000 
appropriation. j 

Q. Did Swisher ever borrow money from you in.the same 
way?—A. He did not—I loaned him money on my privato 
account, but we had to lend Haynie money to keep him satis- 
fied; Swisher never made any proposition of the sort to us. 


JOHN BRANDON, 


Tuesday, June 10, 1856. 
MR. DOYLE’S TESTIMONY. 


James Doyle appeared before the Committce—produced 
documents (estimates for work done, reports, &.,) which the 
Committee proceeded to examine. Mr. Doyle then proceeded 
to answer such questions and make such statements as were 
asked and suggested by the Committee ; 

Q. What was your opinion of the plan accepted?—A. J 
was present when the plan was accepted and it was not a com- 
plete plan. Isaw the plan once or twice afterwards, and applied 
to the Commissioners for it, and couldn’t get it. 

Q. What reason did they assign for not giving it to you? 
—A. Haynie told me that it had been stolen from him. 

Q. In letting out the first contract, what was the character 
ef the bid of Mr. Fries?—A. Fries was the best contractor 
and his bid was as cheap as the other stone contractor; he was 
a better contractor because he was a good workman and 
McGehee was no workman at all. I recommended the Com- 
missioners, when they were advertising for bids, to direct their 
advertisements to mechanics. 

Q. Was the money drawn faster under McGehee’s contract 
than the work was donePp—A. A great deal faster. 

Q. Why did the Commissioners draw money faster than 
the work was doneP—A. I can’t say—I know the money waa 
drawn faster from the books. 

Q. When you were called upon to make an estimate of 
the works done (as you did,) why did they not accept your 
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astimateP—A. I do not know—Dechaumes made an estimate 
and the Commissioners called upon me to approve it, and I 
wouldn’t do it,—and I told them that when we disagreed that 
the proper plan was for the State to select a man and the con- 
tractors a man (both to be good mechanics,) and to call in a 
third mechanic, and submit the matter to arbitration—they 
refused to do so and took Dechaumes’ estimate, any how. 

There was $50,000 drawn on McGehee’s contract before the 
first story was up—-and his whole contract was for $55,000. © 

-Q. Do you know whether McGehee was in the habit of 
lending Haynie money or not?-—-A. I think he was—in the 
settlement by the administrator of McGehee with Dechaumes, 
he had to take $1,000 on Haynie. 

Q. Do you know why they took Dechaumes’ estimate in- 
stead of yoursP—A. -I think it was because Dechaumes’ co- 
vered the amount of money overpaid, and mine did not—De- 
chaumes was the chief architect and workman employed by 
McGehee. 

Q. Howdid McGehee lay out that money drawn out before 
the work was done?—A. For his own private use and it was 
not expended on the building—I think he purchased land and 
negroes with it—it was not laid out in materials for the 
building. , 

Q. Was Nichols known, as a partner of McGehee at the 
time ihe contract was let out?—A. Only in the saw-mill,— 
he never claimed to be a partner in the contract for building 
up tothe time of McGehee’s death—and after McGchee’s death, 
he was not treated as a partner by the Commissioners, and I 
never heard of Nichols being a partner. I knew that the con- 
tract was let out after the $50,000 appropriation without ad- 
vertisement, which I knew was wrong, but it was wot my 
business and I could not object—Haynie told me that he let 
Nichols have the contract because he was the administrator of 
McGehee. 

Q. Do you know of any speculations in marble about the 
time the contract was let out for marble columns?—A. Haynie 
was making a great blow about the fine marble quarry he had 
bought about 60 miles from here, and talked of building a 
marble saw-mill. 

Q. Why did the Commissioners let out the stone floor con- 
E tract to Cook, the wood contractor?—A. Cook had so little 
D extra wood work to do that it would not have looked right for 
= him to receive so much money for go little wood work. 
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4 1-2 o’clock, P. M. 
“MR. HOPKINS’ TESTIMONY. 


STATEMENT. 


When the proposition was made for a plan, I undertook to 
draw a plan, and Brandon came to me and asked to go in 
partnership and I let him in, being very busy at the time, and 
let him do most of the drawing. 

Q. Was the basement floor to be of wood?—A. I think 
it was to be of wood—it may be that it was to have been of 
brick—but it has been changed to stone. 

Q. What did you think the plan worthPp—A. I don’t 
know much about the value of such work—I suppose that a 
draughtsman might do it for a great deal less than was paid 
for it. 

Q. Do you think that the house could have been built for 
less than $150,000?—-A. If the material had been used eco- 
nomically, it could have been built for some less. 

Q. Was Haynie building a house at the time of the-erec- 
tion of the CapitolP—A. He was, 

Q. Where did he get the lumber?—A. I think he gota 
part of it from McGehee—he got the sills from the lumber 
bought for the Capitol. 

Q. Yousay you helped draw the plan: was it drawn from a 
plate of a temple on the banks of the IlisusPp—A. Ii was 
not—I know of no book having a plate of such building im it. 

~ A. N. HOPKINS. 


Wednesday, June 11, 1856. 
MR. DOYLES TESTIMONY, (Continued.) 


Q. You said on yesterday that Cook got the contract for 
the stone floor, because he had so little extra wood work to do 
that it would look bad for him to get so much money for sv 
little work; state the amount of his extra wood work.—A. It 
didn’t exceed $1,286—the value of laying the stone basement 
floor was not exceeding $5,456.25. i i 

Q. Did the Commissioners call upon you for a monthly 
estimate of the work done when they drew the drafts-to pay 
the Contractors?—A. They did not—Haynie drew the drafts 
without asking me for any estimaté of the work, and nothing 
was said about my estimate until just before the Legislature 
met, ; . 

Q. Which of the Commissioners was most active in ‘the 
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whole matter?—-A. Haynie—he used to draw drafts for the 
Contractors, and would frequently sign his own and Swisher’s 
name to the drafts—I supposed, as Swisher told me, that 
Haynie was authorized to sign his (Swisher’s) name in his 
absence. 

Q. Did Haynie draw drafts for more money than the work 
completed was worthP—A. He drew drafts without any esti- 
mate from me of the work, and drew money in advance of the 
work. 

Q. Do you know of Haynie’s borrowing money from the 
ContractorsPp—A. I do—I heard Quilla Nichols say that 
Haynie borrowed money from him and McGene erates of the 
Commissioners had a lar house to sell; Swisher had a tavern 
‘and Haynie had a dwane house, wi hich they sold to ‘the Con- 
tractors—Swisher sold his tavern to N ichols, Cook and Haynie; 
a few weeks after Swisher sold his tavern to Cook, Haynie and 
Nichols, Haynie sold out his interest in the tavern to Cook 
and Nichols, and some time afterwards Haynie sold his house 
to Cook. 
`Q. Please explain about the estimate by which the State 
is charged with the houses that the workmen and hands lived 
in, and lime houses, mater:al, &c.?—A. The Commissioners 
had one lime house built for the use of the Contractors, and 
McGehee took it at cost. When McGehee commenced hia 
contract, he had houses built for himself and hands, on the 
, public lots near the Capitol—it appears that in making their 
Í estimate for material on the ground, after McGehee’s death, 
| they added these houses in with other material. 

Q. Did you make an estimate of the work done and mate- 
rial furnished at that time—A. I did make such estimate, 
S but did not include any of those houses because I didn’t think 
E the State ought to pay for them. 

E Q Did Haynie ever get your estimate, and if so, did he 
= accept it?—A. I left it for him and heard that he got it—he 
E took an estimate made by Dechaumes. 

í Q. What do you think all of the houses spoken of were 
$ worth?—A. Not exceeding six hundred dollars—they were 
$ valued at $1,765 and charged -to the State at that sum in the 
Í settlement of McGelice’s estate. 


= QQ. Say whether or not the Administrator of McGehée did 
Æ not make a final settlement for the negroes purchased as before 


™ mentioned about that time?—A. I think he did—the Admi- 


l histrator came up and pushed up the Commissioners in order 
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to get the money to pay for the negroes— Gillespie, the Admi- 
nistrator, told me tiat ħe wanted the money to pay for the 
negroes. 

Q. Did (Giliespie: ever make any effort to carry on the con- 
tract of McGehee?—A. He did carry it on until the $50,000 
appropriation, when he turned over every thing to the Com- 
missioners Haynie and Swisher, and settled up: MeGehee’s 
contract. 

. Why did Nichols take his hands away from the house 
before the building was completed?—A. He sub-let the con- 
tract to Hendrickson, and Hendrickson left the Capitol and 
- took other contracts, and failed to comply with the contract 
x for the Capitol. 

Q. What were the relations between Hendrickson and 
Haynie?—A. They were very good friends. 

Q. Who were the different sub-contractors under Cook?— 
A. Hendrickson for stone floor, Smith and Sharp did the 
_ painting, Deats and Blue for roofing, which contract was after- 
wards taken by A. G. Allman. I don’t think that one-tenth 
of the lumber that was first. bought tinder the first contract 
for the Capitol, ever went into the Capitol. 

Q., From what you know and have seen—is it your opinion 
that there was an understanding between Haynie and Cook 
that would result in their mutual pecuniary benefit? —A. | 
thought that there was something wrong about them, for when 
I would complain of Cook to-Haynie, Haynie never woul! 
push Cook until he was compelled by my reports. -Cook told 
me at one time that Haynie owed him five thousand dollars, 
borrowed money during the progress of the erection of tho 


Capitol. 
J. DOYLE. 
4} o’elock, P. M. 
MR. MOORE’S TESTIMONY. 


Q. What time did you arrive in Austin?—A. About, Or 
tober ’52. 

Q. What business did you zo ENEN Mercantile bust 
ness with Dr. S. Q. Haynie & Co.—S. A. J. Haynie was th 
partner, Dr. Haynie’s son and brother Hugh were clerks—! 
became book-keeper of the establishment. — 

Q. Did Nichols and Cook have large sums of money dep® 
aited there, drawn for work done on the ne Conte ?—A: . The 
did. - 
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Q. “Who deposited the moneyP—A. A. H. Cook and Q. 
J. Nichols. The money was used by Haynie. 

-Q. How did. Haynie use the moneyP—A. He, pasged it 
to Nichols’ credit and to Cook’s credit. He advanced them 


* sometimes money, but mostly goods—he paid the workmen on 


_ Swisher for the purchasePp—A. Dr. Haynie—my seen 


collect an account that Swisher owed him, of between 2 an 


the order of Nichols in goods and money. 

Q. What was the aggregate amount of the accounts of 
Nichols and Cook?—A. Nichols was in the neighborhood of 
$12,000, may have been more—Cook’s account was’ over 
$10, 000, I think. 

Q. Do you recollect the time Haynie purchased that marble 
land?P—A. I recollect the purchase, but not the amount paid 
for it—MoGehee had advanced before I came into the estab- 
T was a balance in McGehee’s favor of about 

2,00 

Q. Do you know of any property purchased by Haynie 
with the balance of the deposits?—A. I can’t exactly say— 
they were trading a good deal with one another—Haynié pur- 


chased the Swisher’s House, along with Nichols and Cook,. 


from Swisher, one of the Commissioners. 
Q. Do you know who conducted the negotiations with 


ing was that Swisher wanted money and Haynie wanted to 
3 
thousand dollars. 

Q. Who purchased Haynie’s interest in the Swisher’s 
House?—A. Cook and Nichols—he credited Swisher’s ac- 


count with thé amount he owed Swisher for the house and 


when he sold out to Cook and Nichols, he charged them with 
the amount of his interest in the house. ` 

Q. What did Capt. Swisher want with the money he’re- 
ceived for the House?—A. I understood that he wanted to 
make a payment on some land he had purchased-—didn’t Hear 
this from Swisher, but that was my understanding, 

Q. Did’nt Capt. Swisher, shortly after that time, make.sales 
of parcels of that land for good _pricesP—A. `I "recollect of 


having heard of his selling some of it very well—I heard of his 


selling land to Bouldin, Jennings and Brown, (Dr.) 

Q. Did not Capt. Swisher put in operation two very expen- 
sive ferries about that, time?—A I know of one he put in 
operation. 7 

Q. When these deposits were made with Haynie by Cook 
and Nichols, was it the understanding that Haynie should use 
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it?—A. I think not—generally when a deposit was made, it 
was agreed that Haynie: should use a part of it. K 

Q. From what fund did Haynie pay for his goods, &c., 
` when the money was due?—A. Principally from the proceeds 
of the goods, and some he would draw from the deposits—the 
workmen had accounts there which Cook and Nichols would 
assume. i 

Q. Were these amounts borrowed by S. G. Haynie, or §. 
G. Haynie & Co.?—A. It was used by the firm. 

Q. Was any interest paid on these loans, or any mortgage 
on real or personal estate taken to secure Nichols and Cook? 
—A. There was not to my knowledge—about that time 
Haynie sold Nichols some town lots. 

Q. Were there any transactions between Haynie and Cook? 
—A. Haynie made a good many sales of real estate to Cook 
for cash—he sold the Bull Creek tract of land to Cook, which 
he afterwards bought back in a trade with Cook for the house. 

Q. What did Haynie buy it back for?—A. I don’t know. 

Q. Did Haynie do a large cash business with his store, and 
was it profitablePp—A. It ought to have been—he sold a 
great many goods at a very good profit—say 50 per cent. I 
think there was a bargain to let the Contractors for the Capi- 
tol have goods for a smaller profit—say 10 per cent nett, above 
cost and carriage, Thursday, June 12, 1856. 

Q. Did Haynie, when you went into the store, have any 
large outstanding debts against him, besides his mercantile 
debts?—A. He had some debts—lI don’t know the amount 
` exactly—he paid them out of the cash drawer. 
` Q. Were you in Haynie’s store when he failed?—A. I 
was. 

_ Q. Was he doing a good business?—A. Yes; he was 

selling a good many goods at good profits, until the stock run 
out. - 
. Q. Did 8. A. J. Haynie, the partner of S. G. Haynie, es- 
tablish a store in Burnett Co., at the time of the monied tran- 
sactions concerning the building of the capitol of which you 
spoke?—A. He did. 

Was S. G. Haynie interested in the Burnett Co. store? 

-—A. I think he was not—I understood that he had bought 
S. A. J. Haynie out in this store here. 

Q. Was Haynie’s failure a matter of astonishment?—A. It 
was by some, though I heard the opinion expressed that he 
would Jail. 
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Q. Was his failure consequent upon his mercantile tran- 
sactions?—A.: I thought it was on account of other transac- 
tions than his mercantile business. 

Q. Was the house that Haynie sold Cook in process of 
erection during the building of the CapitolPp—A. It was. - 

Q. Where did the lumber come from?—A. I think that 
it came from Porterfield & Golden. 

Q. Were Cook and Haynie operating together at that time? 
—A. They were trading together to and from one another—I 
know of no purchase they made together except the Swisher 
House. 


Q. Is it your opinion that Haynie’s operations in the mer- 


cantile businéss were of such a nature as to induce a failure? ` 


——A. Ido not—he was doing a good business. 

Q. When Haynie was pressed -for funds in his business, 
from what source did he get moneyP—A. The largest portion 
of it he got from Cook and Nichols. 

Q. .Were Cook and Nichols endorsers for Haynie to a con- 
siderable amount at that time?—A. They were, during the 
two years of their contract, endorsers to a considerable amount. 

Q. Where did S. A. J. Haynie get his stock for Burnett 
Co.Pp—A. He got them from the Austin establishment to the 
amount of about $3,000—$2,000 of which was in part payment 
of his profits of the Austin establishment; he had bought and 
improved property from his share of the profits of the Austin 
store; I think his interest of the profits at the settlement with 
the Austin establishment was considerable—I think he made 
money by the operation. 

Q. Were you one of Dr. Haynie’s assigneesP—A. I was 
one of his trustees. 

Has Haynie any property?P—A. He had a good deal 
when I left the establishment; I have understood that he has 
conveyed it away, I don’t know to whom. 

Q. Are his debts yet paid?—-A. I don’t think all of them 
are, a large portion of them are. 

Q. How did he pay those debts that were paid?—A. Part 
in property and part in money—Cook was in debt to him, on 
a final settlement, ahout $1,000. 

Q. Was Dr. Haynie the owner of much real estate when 


you went in to his employ?—A. He owned a good many town _ 


lots and some out lands. He was considered the owner of a 
good deal of real estate—he told mc that he owned fine lands 
in different parts of the State. 
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& What disposition has been made of all this property? _ 
—A. T do riot’ know—I know that Haynie sold’ a good deal 
of it—he was trading largely in property. À 

Q. Have you any reason to believe that-this property has 
not been disposed of in good faith?—A. I have no certain 
knowledge of the matter—I was unable to account for his 
failure under all the circumstances; he made money by alt of 
his trades. . . 

.Q. Was the credit of Haynie so good as to enable him to 
effect loans from others than Cook and Nichols, on the same 
terms?P—A. He effected loans from others, but not on the 
game terms. 

Q. Do you know of any cash transactions of Haynie that 
were never committed to the books?>—A. Yes, there were 
payments and money used that I had no knowledge of as 
book-keeper—he said he borrowed the money from other 
persons. , . 

Q. Did you consider Haynie the managing spirit in the 
erection of the CapitolP—A. I considered him so. 

Q. When you drew the drafts for. Haynie, was Swisher 
always there,.and did an estimate of the work done accompany 
the draft?—A. There was no estimate that I saw—-Haynie 
frequently got me to draw drafts when Swisher was not there. 

Q. Do you think the property he said he owned was suff- 
cient to offset all the debts he owed.—A. I think it was. 

. You were conversant with nearly all the transactione 
of building the Capitol, what is your opinion of the whole 
matter, the conduct of the Commissioners, Contractors, &¢.? 
—A. I have always thought that the money ought to have 
built a better house—in drawing the drafts and letting the 
contracts, I think that Haynie was looking as closely to his 
own interest as to that of the State—I know that drafts were 
drawn in advance of the work done with an understanding 
that Haynie might use a part of the money—I know that 
Cook and Haynie were intimate friends and that it was gene- 
rally supposed that Cook would make money by all his con- 
tracts, and that Cook came out in Haynie’s debt in the final 
settlement between Cook and Haynie. - 

Q. Which do you consider the best financier and business 
man, 8. A. J. Haynie or Dr. S. G. Haynie?—A. -Dr. 8. G. 
Haynie. , 

Q. Has 8. A.J. Haynie failed in business?—A. Not that 
I have heard. F. W. MOORE. 
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| l _ Friday, June 13,1856. ~*-4 
SUPPLEMENTAL STATEMENT OF MR. DOYEE, * 


After the appointment of Shaw, Raymond and. Pease to act 
as supervisory Commissioners over Haynie and Swisher, Com- 
missioners, and the Superintendent, and Contractors, I reported 
to Haynie and Swisher the unfinished condition of the building, 
—the winter coming on—-and they took little or no notice of 
it; I then applied to Shaw, Raymond and Pease, the super- 
visory Commissioners; they told me to report to them, I did 
so and they acted on the report by compelling the Contractors 
to work; I reported to them several times after—some they 
took notice of, and some they took little or no notice of, at 
least the Contractors were not hurried. Cook, the wood Con- 
tractor, was to make the roof water-tight before it would be 


received. 
JAMES DOYLE. 


Sen 


4 1-2 o’clock, P. M. 
MR. SWENSON’S TESTIMONY. 


| Mr, Swenson appeared before the Committee and being duly 
| sworn, answered such questions as were propounded to him by- 
| the Committee : 
| Q. State what you know relative to the purchase of the 
| Capitol furniture—A. I know nothing about it except the 
| reception of it—I received and stored the furniture and paid 
the freight bills. ~ “ . a 
Q. . Did Mr. Kirk or Mr. Nash’ send those wagons from 

; Port LavacaP—A. All the bills were made out as being re- 
| ceived from R. M. Forbes & Co., delivered to E. Kirk at 

| Austin. Mr. Kirk tomy knowledge had nothing to do with 
f loading or forwarding the wagons, or paying the freight, he 
| may have loaded some of the wagons; my recollection is that 
| I collected from the Treasurer the money for the charter party 
| and paid it over to R. M. Forbes & Co., and also the -land 
| freight, and paid to E. Nash the surplus remaining after pay- 
| ing wagons. >, $ _ 
| í Q. Did you purchase the furniture for the Supreme Court? 
A Idid. i 
t Q. Are you acquainted with the furniture market of the 
| North?—A. Yes, I have purchased a good deal of furniture at 
| the Nor th. “ l 
| Q- Have you ever seen the bill of furniture bought by Mr. 
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Kirk, and are the articles at a high price?—A. I have, and 
have always thought the prices very high. 

Q. Do you think that the money appropriated to buy the 
furniture ought to have bought better furniture ? A. I think 
that if the money had been laid out properly it would have 
bought better furniture, and that the furniture here could be 
bought for say 50 per cent. transportation less than the bill 
shows that was paid for bringmg it. =~ l 

Q. How muck do you think the ferniture ought to have 
cost the State?—A. I can’t say what was the first cost of the 
furniture, the transportation was say fifty per cent. more than 
it ought to have been. 

Q. Do you think that the bill of furniture could be dupli- 
cated by a merchant at eightcen thousand dollars at a good 
profit?—A. All that I ean say is, that I would like to get 
the contract to duplicate it at eighteen thousand dollars. 

Q. Please state in round terms your opinion as a merchant 
what this furniture could be deplicated at?—A. Say 
eighteen thousand dollars, delivered in Austin. 

Q. How much are such chairs as those bought for com- 
mittce rooms worth?—A. The same sort of chairs with an 
iron rod through them are worth one dollar and thirteen cents 
in New York, I sell them here at €2 £5. 

Q. What do you think chairs like those used by the Re- 
presentatives worthP—A. About twelve or fifteen dollars. 

Q. What do +ou suppose this member’s desk ought to have 
cost?—A. About twenty dollars. The Judges’ chairs in Su- 
preme Court room cost fifty five dollars. The revolving chairs 
fifteen dollars, The cane seat walnut arm chairs- two doltars 
and seventy-five cents. The Judges’ desk ten dollars and 
sixty-six cents. The Clerk’s Secretary of Supreme Court sixty 
dollars. The Clerk ihirty or thirty-five dollars. The carpet 
one dollar per yard. The Chandelier seventy-five dollars. 

S. M. SWENSON. 


June 14th, 1856. 
MR. DENORMANDIE’S TESTIMONY. 

Mr. W. P. Denormandie appeared befere the Committee 
and being duly sworn, answered such questions as were pro- 
pounded to him by the Committee. 

Q. Do you know any eircumstances connected with the 
purchase of the Capitol furniture? A. Not of my personal 
knowledge. In 1854, I received a letter from Mr. Carry], en- 
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closing a note on E. Kirk, in which letter Mr. Carry] said that 
Kirk had better pay the note than to have the people of Aus- 


tin to know of his trading operations in Philadelphia; and that. 


he (Carryl) did’nt know how Kirk stood in Austin, but that 


in Philadelphia he (Kirk) had walked through narrow alleys: 


and turned short corners.” 

Q. How did Mr. Kirk receive these intimations?—A. He 
wanted the matter settled without a suit, and seemed to be 
anxious to keep the matter out of court. - 


W. P. DENORMANDIE. 


(Copy of Letters handed in by W. P. Denormandie.) 


PHILADELPHIA, 17th July, 1854. 
“ Messrs, Peck and Denormandie, Austin, Texas. 

“Gents: Enclosed is a note drawn by E. Kirk in my favor 
for $367 50, with interest from date—making with interest $389 
55 to 6th July; the balance of interest to be added when paid. 
I wish you to collect this note with the shortest possible delay, 
don’t take any promises or any excuses, but get the money 
and remit it to me as carly as possible, retaining your fees 
from the proceeds. 

“I do not want to wait for Mr. Kirk to settle with the gov- 
ernment or any one else, and if necessary you can hint to him 
that it would be much better for him to pay at once, than to 
have the people of Austin know of all his trading operations 
here, but don’t say this unless it be necessary in order to get 
the money; tell him the note is sent to you for collection and 
you have no discretion in the matter but to collect the money 
at once. Enclosed is a note he sent to me to renew the old 
one, you will please hand it to him, if he does not pay you 
at once suc it immediately, don’t rest on promises; he has real 
estate, and relatives in the Land Ofice, don’t give him a chance 
to transter it if you can prevent it by keeping ahead of him. I 
do not know as he would do this, but I have known him to 
walk in narrow places and turn short corners, but owing to the 
circumstances connected with his trade and business here, I 
think he will pay at once, but if he don’t pay on demand, sue 
immediately and talk afterwards, but have no delay in the 
matter, 

“Of course you will not tell him what I have written, only 
your instructions are to collect. Hoping to hear from you at an 
early date. “Tam, gents. yours respectfully, 

(Signed,) «W. H. CARRY.” 
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l PHILADELPHIA, 23d August, 1854. 

Messrs. Peck and Denormandie, Austin Texas: Your favor of 
5th inst. is received and contents noted, I also received a letter 
from E. Kirk in which he begs me to stay proceedings, &c. I 
have answered him saying that you ħad no right to 
wait for him to write to me, and. I had again written to you to 
push the collection with the greatest possible dispatch, that 
he had treated me badly in not paying his note and could not 
expect me to wait a day, and if it was not paid at once on re- 
ceipt of my letter you would inform me by return of mail, and 
I should send information to the Governor and Legislature 
through you that might assist you in making the collection. I 
told him if he paid at once there would not be another word 
written to you on the subject; but I was determined he should 
not treat me badly without it being known. The fact is, if 
he does not pay at once which (I think he will) he may not, 
you can let on to bhim youknow all about some things here that 
will stop his bill in the Legislature and threaten to expose it, 
but don’t say a word to any one else or give a hint to any one 
without it is to Creuzbaur, his son-in-law, but don’t injure 
him or commit me in any way, but to his face alone talk as 
you please and frighten it out of him, but don’t say there is 
anything wrong so that any one can get hold of it, as I would 
not injure his prospects on any consideration, except to make 
him pay and then ought to be the last resort, but talk strong ifne- 
cessary when he is alone—you have the right opinion of him— 
- I am not posted about his wife’s property, but think she had 
only a small amount of her own, I will ascertain and write 
you the particulars. i 

“I do not suppose there could really be found anything here 
that would be strongly against Kirk, but his being, as you say, 
inclined to the knave and fool, some of his operations would 
look very-——_——_——.. Go ahead and get the money if you can, 
tor his note. 

“í Yours very respectfully, 
“W H. CARRYL. 


“Did Kirk bring a bell for the new Episcopal Church in 
Austin, Texas? Did he bring church lamps and pulpit trim» 
mings, &c., for which he raised money here from many of my 
“acquaintances and friends; he also gota bishop’s Chair for said 
church; are they all there? Ascertain this quickly and let me 
know, but don’t arouse any suspicions in any way, or under 
any circumstances. He may have done all rightand mean all 
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right in this mattér, but it would be a satisfaction for me to 


know if the things are all there and whether he used the money ` 


for that purpose which he collected here. I do not know the 
exact amount but I think he told me about $125 for the bell; 
the other fixtures I understood him to say was given by other 
parties; lamps by Messrs. Cornelius.and Co. The pulpit 
trimmings I sent, or most of them. He purchased the curtains 
and other trimmings (for the State House) at my store, Wish- 
ing you every success, I am, gents, 
“Very respectfully yours, 
W. H. CARRYL.” 
s ? JUNE 16, 1856. 
MR. P. DE CORDOVA’ S TESTIMONY. 

Q. Do you know any thing connected with the construc- 
tion of the Capitol? A. Having heard that McGhee got 
the stone contract, because “he was to put up marble columns 
when the building was going up, I asked Haynie what had 
become of the marble columns ; he told me that it would look 
like putting cambric ruffles to a check shirt to put marble 
columns to such a house. Haynie told me also, that after the 
| building was completed, he (if no one else would) intended to 

write a work on Architecture, as every stone in the building 
| taught a lesson in architecture. 

P. DE CORDOVA. 
` MR. TUMEY’S TESTIMONY. 


Q. Are you a Cabinet maker by trade, and .are you ac-- 


Ú quainted with the price of furniture? A. Í am. 
í Q. Do you know what such furniture as this is worth? 
@ å. I know what I could make such furniture for here. 


Q. Would it not be cheaper to buy such at the North by 


$ wholesale than by the retail? A. It would 

E . What do you think these desks could be made here for 
G if a mancould get as large a job as to furnish the Capitol? A, 
: I could make the same desks here for $35.00, and would be 
Ș glad to get the job of furnishing the Capitol at that. The 
& chairs would be worth $20 made in Austin, The cost of the 
$ common chairs furnished the Capitol is from $14 to $18 per 
f dozen in the markets of New York and Boston. I think that 


mm 25 per cent. could have been saved in transportation, if pro- 
| perly managed, 


Q. Whatdo you think that that stand thatthe water cooler is | 


3 on is worth? A. About six or seven dollars a piece—made 
| 10 Austin. T. H. TUMEY. 
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GEO. W. PASCHAL’S TESTIMONY. P 


Q. Please state what you know about the letting out the 
contracts for the Capitol? A. I wasemployed by Mr. Fries, 
of the firm of Fries & Campman, of Sam- Antonio, to assist 
them in calculating the cost of building the Capitol. Upon 
examination of the plan and specifications in Dr. Haynie’s 
office, we found that it was impossible to form a correct-esti- 
mate of the cost from the data there; there was a cornice 
drawn round the top of the plan; there was no section of any 
room in the house ; upon calculating the number of perches 
of stone necessary for a building of the size, it was found that 
the quantity estimated for would be at least 2-5 short; that I 
prepared a letter for Mr. Fries, directed to the Commissioners, 
esking them among other things where the stone estimated 
for was to be laid, and what wes the quality of the cornice, 
the height of the respective rooms, &c., &c. The letter was 
returned with an answer Ly Haynie on the margin of the same, 
vaying that they wanted stone enough for the house, and that 
the cornice was to be the best. > Frics then went to work and 
coleulated what would be necessary to build the house with- 
out rcierence to the specifications. Mr. Fries’ bid will show 
that it was framed upon the! calculation and proposed, includ- 
ing the whole mason work =: with two smooth sides and 
marble columns (6 in No.) for $55,569. It was made upon 
the most careful calculation, with the belief that it would af- 
ford a profit of $10,000. That bid was put in on the last day 
for the biddiny, about 9 o'clock at night. After the opening 
of the bids next day, on conversing with Mr. McGehee, I be- 
came satisfied thas Mr. McGahee’s bid had not been based upon 
any accurate or satisfactory calculation; that he was totally 
ignorant of the deiicienzy in the specifications; that he had 
made no calculaticns of uae cost of the marble -columns; had 
no knowledge of architecsure, and was incompetent to the un- 
dertaking, The Commissioners were equally at a loss to ac- 
count for the mistake in their own estimate, feeling convinced 
that the contractors would not be bound by a bid made upon 
such 2 miscalculation ot working material. I went to work 
and prepared the azreemen’s which is now before the commit- 
tee, Dr. Haynie promised to refer the matter to the Attorney 
General, which he never did. In my interviews with Dr. Hay- 
nie upon the subject, ho asked me if the gentlemen contractors 
would submit to changes in the plan after the commencement 
of the building. I told him they would not; that whatever 
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was to be done was to be specified in the contract; the secu- 
tities offered by Fries & Campman were indisputable. Mc- 
Gehee told me that the Commissioners had made him a pay- 
ment in advance of his work to buy negroes and land; that he 
could use the negroes in building and that they would be good 
servants afterwards. GEO. W. PASCHAL. 


. JUNE 17, 1856. 
MR. JAMES H. GILLESPIE’S TESTIMONY. 
Was co-administrator of the Estate of C. L. McGehee, de- 
ceased. McGehee bought Moore’s interest out prior to the 
‘commencement of the work on the Capitol, I+ was my 
opinion from circumstances which transpired during the time 
of bidding for the construction of the Capitol, that McGehee 
was apprised of the terms of the other bids, before he, Mc- 
Gehee, made his bid. Some short time after the letting of 
the contract, McGehee made a bargain for some 13 or 14 ne- 
groes, and a tract of land. The consideration being some 
$13,000, a very small amount of cash was paid at the time and a 
deed of trust executed upon the property for the balance, the 
same being some $12,500. He purchased also, at the same 
time, a half league of land, the amount being something 
over $4,000—all cash. When I became the Administrator, 
| and assumed the management of the business, I thought 
E there had been a large amount of money drawn for the work 
done. But few of the workman had been paid—there was 
a large amount due the same. The plan and specifications of 
the work were so vague and indefinite, that I could never ar- 
rive at any definite conclusion as to the manner of carrying 
on the work. I found that there were so many changes be- 
ing mads in the plan of the building, that it. would be impos- 
sible for me to go on with the work for the amount specified 
in McGehee’s contract. I then made a proposition to the 
Commissioners to sell out the material, &c., &c., on hand and 
to release McGehee and his sureties from further resnonsibility 
under the contract, which was accepted by said Commissioners. 
At the time of McGehee’s death his account with Haynie was 
2 something between two and three thousand dollars, and Hay- 
™ nie was indebted to the Estate some $4000 or $5000, over 
f end above this amount, the same being money loaned by 
g McGehee in his life time. McGehee must have made $10,000 
B or $12,000 profit on his contract. 


Q. Do you know if Haynie bought lumber of McGehee? 


er 


A. He bought.some. Haynie was the active man in-all the 
business transactions, Swisher appeared to acquiese generally. in 
what Haynie would do; he gave but little investigation to the 
matters. We made no estimate of the-work done; when we 
wanted money, we generally went to the Commissioners and 
asked for a draft for a sufficient amount to pay the hands, 
and which would be actually necessary to carry on the work. 
Haynic and Swisher seemed anxious at all times for the work 
ta go on! ot j 5 

Q. Why, when the $50,000 appropriation was passed were you 
soanxious to get the billso framedas to prevent Haynie from ta- 
king the contract from McGehee? A.I wanted the bill so framéd, 
to prevent a large portion of the money from being given to the 
wood Contractors, because the changes in the reck work would 
not justify it, and I was fearful that if such provision was not 
made, Haynie would take advantage of it and let the wood 
Contractors have more of it than the changes would justify. 
T had no confidence in Haynie’s honesty and was anxious to 
have everything so plain that he could. take no advantage ci $E 
me. 

Q. Who made the estimate for the houses, lime houses, 
materials, tools, &c., when you went out of the contract. -.A 
F made the estimate myself. I thought that Haynie wanted 
to get me out of the contract, for he told me to make my es- 
timate and see how much I would go out for, and I made the 
estimate accordingly. I didn’t think that the estimate for the 
material, &c., furnished, was extravagant, but that. the 
price paid for the work finished, was exorbitant. 

JAMES H. GILESPIE. 
MR. JOHN B. BANK’S TESTIMONY. 

Q. Do you know anything of, the furniture purchased by 

Mr. Kirk for the Capitol? A. When I was on a former commit- 


much finer vessel and more extensive cabin, for which $1 „65l 
was paid. This was stated by Mr. Thomas, when before us 0! 
a former Committee, J. B. BANKS. 
5 o'clock, P. M. 
MR. GEO. DEATS’ TESTIMONY. 
Q. Do you know anything about the contracts for the Cay 
tol? A. I suppose more than Į can now recollect. : 
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Q. Do you know about the letting of the contract. A. E 
-got the contract for putting on the tin roof—that is, Brandon 
got the contract for the wood work, painting, iron work and for 
the tin roof with the understanding that I was tohave the 
tinning; this was done-to prevent competition in bidding. 
Q. Did you have any difficulty in getting the contract after < 
-Brandon gotit? A. Yes, Thad a good deal of trouble in get- 
tang it from Brandon. I gotit by telling Mr. Brandon that he 
must comply with his promise to let me have itif I would not 
bid against hm. Brandon was the only man I knew in the 
transaction. I never knew Cook in the matter, but Cook i 
afterwards. recognized the contract between Brandon and my- 
self. - . 
Q. Do you think that the roof you put on would have blown 
eff if the parapet had been put on properly? <A. I do not. 
Q. Who put on the present roof? A. Allman. 
Q. Why does it leak? I suppose because it is not properly 
soldered. 
G. 8. DEATS. i 
June 18th, 1856. i 
MR. THOMAS H. JONES’ TESTIMONY. 


. Q. Please state what you know about the contract, drawing 
money, &c., connected with the erection of the Capitol? A. I 
took the contract for the plastering of the Capitol and found 
great difficulty in doing so, from the unevenness of the walls. 
The walls were in some places very uneven. 
` Q. Was the wall put up substantially? A. It was, general- 

Iy. Insome places I thought it was not=- ` 

Q. Do you know anything. cf the plan? A. I didn’t know 
anything about the getting it, I looked upon it as a humbug. 3 
I know that the rock masons were a good deal annoyed by not 
having a plan to work by they said they didn’t know what to do 
after cutting the stone, that the plan was continually changed. 

Q. Please tell all you know about the letting of the second 
contract? A. Nichols and myself had agreed to make a bid 
‘for the masonry to be done under the second contract. For 
several days the committee seemed in doubt as to whether they 
hada right to let the contract privately, (which they seemed 
inclined to do if they had the power) or by publication. They i 
concluded, as I was informed by Mr. Hamilton’s advice, that : 
they had not the right to let it privately, and that it would be 
done by publishing for bids. Atthis juncture, without the 
knowledge of any of the parties, either the commissioners or 
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= Nichols, I went to Mr. Hamilton and told him that I wished te 
make a suggestion to him, and that after he heard it, if he 
thought as I did, that there was nothing wrong or dishonora- 
ble in doing so. I wished to employ him as an Attorney to 
procure the contract for Nichols and myself. And observing 
that his opinion had weight with the commissioners I thought 
he could influence them to give it to us. He undertook to do 
so, and informed me when I came to town the next day that the 
matter had been arranged to give the contract to Nichols, and 
that Nichois and myself could have our private agreement. 
My understanding with Nichols, was that he. was to make his 
bond, and I was to be one of his suréties. Mr. Nichols however | 
made his bond without applying to me to sign it, and IJ then 
concluded that he did not intend to abide his agreement with 
me. I went to him and asked him what he intended to do 
and he replied that he had concluded that he preferred. to be 
alone in the matter and declined giving me an interest with 
him, Fearing that an interpretation might be given to Mr. 
Hamilton’s action in the matter, which might be construed pre- 
judicially to him. I did not tell Mr. Nichols what agency Mr. 
H. or myself had had in getting the contract for him. Nichols 
offered it to me for $5,000 which I declined giving and remark- 
ed that I would be satisfied to get the building of the partition 
walls at the price which he was to get for that work and if he 
did not give me that I should take such action in regard to the 
matter as I thought my interest in the matter prompted me to 
do. He then transferred to me in writing that part of his con- 
tract and I said no more to him about the matter. Afterwards, 
however, I told Captain Swisher of my employing Mr.- Hamil- 
ton, and remarked that it was to his influence that I attributed 
the fact that Nichols had gotten the contract. He replied that 
I was mistaken in that conclusion, for that he had-concluded 
before he saw Hamilton that the Commissioners had the right 
to let the contract privately, notwithstanding Hamilton’s opi- - 
nion to the contrary, and had determined so far as he was con- 
cerned to give the contract to Nichols and to endeavor to influ- 
ence Dr. Haynie to the same conclusion. The Commissioners 
knew that Nichols and myself had agreed with one another to 
take the contract and expressed a willingness.for Nichols to 


get the contract’and that we should carry on the work jointly. 
I agreed to pay Hamilton $500 to obtain the contract for Nì- - 
chols and myself, and when he heard that Nichols had acted 
in bad faith towards me, and that Nichols had got the contract 
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alone, he did’nt charge me anything. I however gave him a 
couple of small claims I had against him, which amounted to 
about $40, which I insisted upon his taking and he did so. 

Q. How much did you suppose that you and Nichols would 
make out of the contractPp—A. I thought that we would 
make about $20,000. I built all of the inside walls, commenc- 
ing from where McGehee left off—that is all from the top of 
the basement story. 7 

Q. What do you think that the Capitol could be built for 
to build it as it is built?—A. The building as it is finished s 
ought to cost one hundred thousand dollars, that is the actual ; 
outlay in money, there was a manifest ignorance on the part 
' of the Commissioners and Contractors, (in the construction of | 
the Capitol,) of the science of architecture. - 3 

Q. What reason did Swisher give you for not letting the : 
contract out by publicationP—A. He said that he preferred, 
if he had the power to do so, to let the “home folks,” that is, 
the Austin folks, have the contract, if he could do so without a 
prejudice to the State. 

Q. Doyou know that Haynie borrowed money from Nichols? 
—A, I have heard Nichols say that Haynie bothered him by 
frequently borrowing money from him. 

THOS. H. JONES. 
5 o’clock P. M. 
MR. A. J. HAMILTON’S TESTIMONY. 

A. J. Hamilton having been summoned, appeared before the ` 

committee, and being duly sworn, answered as follows: į 

Are you acquainted with the plan and letting of the E 
contracts for building the State Capitol ?—A. Iwas at the 
time the contracts were let out. I was called in by the Com- s 
missioners, to give my advice in reference to McGehee’s and 
Fries’ bids. f 

Q. Do you know if McGehee’s bid was put in after Fries’ 
bid had been opened?—A. I know what Haynie told me about 
it; he denied anything of the sort, I think that Swisher said so too. 
_ Q. Please state what you know of the letting of the second 
contract ?—A. Idid’nt know for some time after the death of 
McGehee, that Nichols was interested withhim. My impression 
was, that after the death of McGehee, the contract should be 
re-let, by publication, to the lowest bidder, but Haynie told 
me that the Commissioners regarded Nichols as the surviving 
partner of McGehee, and was entitled to carry out the contract 
assuch. I protested against it asa citizen; but they let Nich- 
ols Et on the contract, and so far as the $50,000 appropria- l 
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tion is concerned, Haynie told me that the only diffieulty wag 
in dividing the money between the wood and roek contractors, 
At the time Haynie'was failing, he complained to’ me, that 
Nichols had refused to lend him money to meet some mercan- 
tile responsibilities, and he thought bard of Nichols, and said 
that Nichols was under obligations tohim; and afterwards in 
a conversation with Nichols, I told him what Haynie said, and 
Nichols replied that he had loaned Haynie enough already to 
discharge him from every obligation that he was under to him. 
Q. State what Haynie told you about S. A. J. Haynie’s at 
tempt to buy out Nichols?—A. Haynie met me one morning 
and in his peculiar way, with his eyes uplifted, and his face 
drawn out, told me that he had just escaped a great calamity, viz: 
that his brother Jack had been on the eve of buying ont 
Nichols, and that it was with some difficulty, that he [S. A.J, 
Haynie,| was dissuaded from it. I think that Jack had offered 
$10,000 for the contract. Dr. Haynie said that he gave his 
brother Jack the reasons, viz: that it would never do for him to 
get the contract, he [the Dr.] being his brother, and Commis. 
sioner and a partner inthe store, and it would be suspected 
that if he got the contract under the circumstances, 
that the commissioner and contractor would be interested with 
one another in the contract. 

. Q. Do you know anything a out the specifications that 
. Were presented to the Legislature in order to get the $50,000 
appropriation?—A. I know that there were estimates and 
- specifications presented to the Committee at that time, and 


that the house is not finished av all in conformity with them. 
A. J. HAMILTON. 


In regard to the employment of myself by Mr. Jones, a 
stated by him, the facts are correctly stated, with this exception, 
that before he came to me, it had been determined by the Com 
missioners to let the contract to Nichols, as the survivor of Me 
Gehee, and that too contrary to my opinion and advice. Mr 
Jones stated to me that he did not think that commissione 
Haynie was favorable to him [Jones,} and that if { would se 
cure him as a partner of Nichols, he would pay me the sum o 
five hundred dollars, and this I attempted to do, and suppose, 
that it was so understood, Jones stating to me that he had 
made the arrangement with Nichols; in fact, as stated by 
Jones, his interest in the eontract. was to be by private agree 
‘ment with Nichols, and the Commissioners having already de 
termined to give Nichols the contract, they had, as Haynie said 


nothing to do with any private contract: between him and. Jone 
or others. A. J. HAMILTON. 
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7 June 20th, 1856. 
MR. A. H. COOK’S TESTIMONY. 


Q: Were you acquainted with the circumstances connected 
with the adoption of the plan?—A. I can’t say that I was, I 
saw it, but was not connected with it. l 

Q. Whose plan was accepted ?—A. Brandon’s. 
| Q. Do you know if Haynie told Giles when Giles was 
É drawing his plan, that they wonld not be limited to the appro- 
| priation?—A. I donot. I heard Giles say after they adopted 
Brandon’s plan, that he [Giles,] had been led astray. The 
} plan was not such an one as we could work by, the Commission- 
< ers never presented us with the working plan, and we had to 
| work in the dark. There was no working plan that we could 
| work by. I heard Brandon say that he had no experience 
| indrawing. I think he said that it was the first plan he ever 
| drew. I understood that McGehee came up here solely to get 
Æ the turnishing of lumber for the Capitol, and had no idea of 
Í getting the stone contract until the last day of the bidding.— 
he height of the building is 14 feet for first story, and 34 feet 
| for second story, making the building 48 feet high to the en- 
tablature; the stone wall on the out-side, is 58 feet 10 inches 
f inheight from the top of the foundation to the top of what is 
called the parapet as it now stands; if the building were 

properly constructed according to the specifications and plan 
| the entablature and parapet would be nine feet above the level 
of the ceiling; but there is a discrepancy of three feet two 
inches between the inside and outside walls, on account of 
which the parapet is three feet two inches lower than it 
ought to be, which, if on, would hide and protect the roof. 
i Brandon and I were partners in the original contract and bid 
together. We dissolved about the beginning of 1853, I.think 
f We dissolved because I thought it to my interest to get him 

out of the contract, he was a dead weight ; did not attend to his 
business, and rendered himself obnoxious to the Superintend- 
ent and Dr. Haynie—Haynie was the active man in looking 
over the work, and Swisher had authorized Haynie to act for 
him in his absence. I think Brandon had loaned Haynie 
Money out of the proceeds of the work; I don’t kuow how 
much—as much as a thousand, I loaned Haynie money during. 
the progress of the bnilding; I cant say exactly how much.— 

e extent of my dealing with Haynie was considerable; the 
amount I don’t know; Haynie, Nichols and myself bought the 
Swisher House together; Nichols and I subsequently purchased 
Haynie’s interest ; we paid him the money. Inever saw the 
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‘Specifications made outin order to get the $50,000 appropria- 
tion until I saw it here this morning; I never heard of the 
wrought pannel work ceiling of Senate and Hall, with carved 
circular centre piece; the dome is at Teast four feet higher 
than my contract; it is twenty-two feet in diameter, which is 
two feet higher than the contract; I know nothing about the 
marble columns. Under the second appropriation, I took the 
contract for the stono floor, because I had an outside contract 
with the Commissioners for a wooden floor, to be paid for pro 
rata. If the law was violated in any respect, in my opinion it 
"was in drawing money in advance of the work; 1 don’t know 
sat whose instance the draft, in favor of Brandon and myself of 
$4,500, on the 7th of June 1852, was drawn. I think Haynie 
got a part of the money as a loan; [let Haynie have $1000 at 
another time, to which Brandon objected; that was while we 
were partners. I[ think that Haynie was anxious that Brandon 
should go out of the contract; Nichols was also in the habit of 


_ Jending Haynie money. 
A. H. COOK. 


SATURDAY, June 2ist, 1856. 


Q. J. NICHOLS TESTIMONY. 
Q. At what time did you become interested with McGehee 
in the contract?—A. A short time before his death I con 
ented to go in with him, and take a part of his contract, and 
about the 10th of September I came to Austin, and carried on 
MeGehee’s contract, and had an Interest in it; Gillespie and 
myself drew the funds jointly ; when we settled up, I divided 
the property that was bonght with the profits on the contract 
with the heirs of McGehee, by order of the Court; I did pretty 
much all my trading with Haynie during the progress of my 
work, and let him have money frequently; Haynie was the 
active one of the Commissioners in doing the business; the 
plan was changed, and I found some difficulty in working by it; 
T know nothing of the estimates that were made to obtain th 
$50,000 appropriation ; under the new appropriation the Com 
missioners settled up with the old Contractors, and were unde 
termined as to the mode of letting out the contracts; I don 
recollect the amount of money drawn by McGehee when 
came up here. 

. Do you know why the money was drawn in advance 
the work under McGehee’s contract?—A. “I reckon becaut 
McGehee wanted to use the money; we generally asked f 
the amount we wanted and got it; I don’t think that much’ 
the money was drawn to accommodate Haynie; I frequent) 
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drew drafts in favor of Haynie on the Treasurer, which were 
deposited with the Treasurer; Haynie drew the money on 
them, anc the draft remained there, and was passed to my 
account at the end of the month; they let the second contract 
out to me privately, as surviving partner of McGehee; there 
` was a difficulty under the new contracts as to who should take 
the contract for the rock floor—the wood or rock Contractors ; 
there was no connexion between Thos. H. Jones and myself at 
the time of letting the second contract; Jones proposed at first 
to join with me, but I got the contract alone; I think that the 
Commissioners consulted A. J. Hamilton as to how the second 
contract should be let, and he said it should be let by publica- 
tion, to the lowest bidder; I considered that the second con- 
tract was mine alone, and for my individual interest 

It was considered that the settlement made by the Commis- 
sioners with McGehee’s estate and myself was a conclusion of 
the terms of the original contract made with McGehee & Moore, 
and that the contract was to be re-let, and so understanding the 
matter, I made a proposition to complete the stone work for a 
specified amount—which was accepted by the Commissioners ; 
I took the material left by McGehee as estimated by the Com- 
missioners, amounting to $10,472.50, (about) in addition to the 
amount bid by me for the completion of the contract,at the 
price so estimated ; I built the house as high as I contracted to 
do, perhaps a few inches higher; [let Jones have the insid 
walls at what I had contracted to build them for; I proposed 
to sell out the contract to Jones, during the progress of my 
work; 7 saw the plan before and when 1 bid; I can’t say what 
would be be cost of the building as completed ; I don’t think 
that McGehee & Moore knewanything aboutrock work—TI did 
not myself, 

Q. Did you ever hear McGehee say that the Commissioners 
would allow him extra pay for extra work?—A. Yes, I heard 
him say that he had such an understanding with them; I never 
deposited"any money with Haynie; what money he had of 


mine I loaned him. l 

Q. J. NICHOLS. 

Monpay Mornine, June 28rd, 1856. 
Mr. A. H. Cook, the former Wood Contractor tor the erection 
of the Capitol, again appeared before the Committee, and said 
that all the money Haynie ever had of mine was in the nature 
of a loan, for which I charged him no interest; he would some- 
times represent to me that he was in an awful tight place, that 
persons were after him to pay them money, and I would lend 


him the money; I used to trade in Haynie’s store. In a con- 
versation with Capt. Swisher, he told me that he looked’ upon 
the $50,000 sppropriation as a relief to the contractors, that 
they had a hard bargain in the first contract, and ought to be 
relieved. ia 

Q. Did you not lend Haynie money to keep him from an- 
noying you#—A. I tried to keep on the good side of him, and 
did lend him money; he would frequently say to me when he 
wanted money that such amount would put him ‘ahead of the 
hounds,” and if I would lend it to him, he would refund it, 
and I would lend it to him. During the time Brandon was 
drawing the plan of the Capitol, he borrowed from me Benge- 
nors 4th Edition on Architecture, from which he drew the 
Cupola of the building, which was copied from the cupola of a 
church in the same. 

A. H. COOK. 
MR. RAYMOND'S TESTIMONY. ~- 

Q. State what you know of the drawing of the first money 
drawn for work done on the Capitol by wood Contractors, the 
$4,500 draft, the money for foundation, and $5,000 for the rock 
work.—A. I paid the money out on the warrants of the Comp- | 
troller, based on the drafts of the Commissioners; there was 
only about $7,000 left out of the appropriation for building the 
State Capitol; when we (the Comptroller, Governor and my- 
self,) were appointed Commissioners, Haynie was the active 
man in the erection of the State Capitol, or at least he was 


.more frequently here than any other one of the Commissioners. 


JAS. H. RAYMOND. 


Turspay, June 24th, 1856. 

Mr. Brandon again appeared, and being interrogated, said 
that his understanding was that the dome was to be thirty-four 
feet above the top of the parapet; was to be supported by stone 
arches resting upon and built from inner walls; money was 
frequently drawn during Swisher’s absence; transactions were 
carried on during Swisher’s absence, which I thought required 
the joint action of the Commissioners. 


JOHN BRANDON. 
June 26th, 1856. 
MR. A. W. MOORE’S TESTIMONY. 
Q. Please state what you know of the first contract? A: 
I was not connected with McGehee, until a few minutes before 


he put in his bid—I saw his calculations as to the cost of the 
work—I felt confident that we would’nt get the contract, and 
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was surprised at McGehee’s getting it. I understood after tha 
bids were opened that Fries’ bid was lower than ours; after 
the contract, a private understanding between McGehee and 
the Commissioners, changed the nature of the work that was 
contracted to be done; McGehee paid me $2000 to relinquish 
my interest, he contracted ‘to pay me the $2000 before he 
made his bond ; after giving the bond and the work was com- 
menced the Commissioners changed the contract materially, 
without my knowledge or-consent. 

After the death of McGehee I went to Austin and found 
the Commissioners in charge of and prosecuting the work, 
not knowing anything of McGehee’s business, as I had sold 
out to him, I utterly refused'to carry onthe work and deman- 
ded of the Commissioners to stop the work until there could 
be an examination of McGehee’s affairs; this they refused to 
do. I then recommended a forfeiture of the contract—Mc- 
Gehee made his bid about 10 o’clock at night—Haynie & Mc- 
Gehee were in frequent consultation during the day that 
McGekee made his bid ; when McGehee came to me to go on 
his bond, I refused because I had no confidence in Haynie. 

Q. What do you thinkof HaynieasamanP A. I think 
he is a corrupt man, When Sims and myself (who proposed 
to contract for the rock work) applied to him for information 
relative to the amount and quality of work to be done, &c., he 
did not give us the satisfaction that I thought he, as a Com- 
missioner ought to have done, I never heard McGehee say 
that he knew the amount of Fries’ bid before he made his— 
McGehee was a man who kept his own business—Capt. 
Swisher went with Sims and myself to the stone quarries and 
seemed anxious to give us any information that he could 
relative to the matter. A. W. MOORE. 


- Turspay, July 2nd, 1856. - 
MR. JOHN HENDRICKSON’S TESTIMONY. 


He came to Austin about 4 years ago, to work for McGehee 
—never knew Dr. Haynie before I came—no particular friend- 
ship between us. Dr. Haynie and Mr. Doyle disagreed about 
the erection of the parapet of the porch—commenced work 
on Capitol last of May ’53—-Haynie was here frequently—most 
all of the time—had a sub-contract under Nichols—never 
knew of H’s. knowing anything about my contract—he was 
not interested with me in it—50 cents per foot is a very fair 
price for foiling stone, I made this basement floor at about 31. 

-tents per foot, Cook furnished the rock and sand, the walls so 
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far as I have seen are good. In the estimate by which the 
Commissioners settled with the estate of McGehee, some of 
the charges are extravagant, but it is generally about fair. 
' JOHN HENDRICKSON. 

MR. M. ©. HAMILTON’S TESTIMONY. 

= He sold out his stock of -goods to Dr. Haynie about 3rd 
May, 1852; at which time the Dr. commenced business -in 
Austin; thatthe Dr. paid on said purchase $6,000 in property, 
and gave his note for the balance—say about $1,700, which 
note was subsequently paid in property ; that some time after, 
say in December ’52, he lent the said Haynie, on account, the 
sum of $500, to be paid by Ist February, when he expected 
to be in funds, but when called upon, he asked more time and 
an additional sum of money, $200, giving as a reason that he 
did not wish to call upon the contractors, who both were in- 
debted to him, until after the new contract should first haye 
been cloged—further time was then given him, and his note 
was executed on 8th February, 53, for $770, he paying inter- 
est at the rate of 24 per cent per month, when he first got the 
money he told me he could pay it back in February, because 
at that time the Contractors would be paid and he could get 
money from them ; that they both owed him. | 

M. C. HAMILTON. 
MR. PHILLIPS’ TESTIMONY. 


He put the base boards around the Senate and Houso of 
Representatives; they were according to architectural style; 
they are not now—having been changed by Doyle against the 
wishes of Haynie; they are some three inches narrower t 
they were; they weve first put on according to Bengener’s Arch- 
itecture. We were not furnished with any specifications by 
Commissioners, but worked by drawings of the architect, Mr. 
Payne. He cut a hole in the dome by order of Doyle and 
against the wishes of Haynie. I guess the wood work is worth 
about $40,000; there was no particular friendship between H, 
and myself, JAMES PHILLIPS. 

MR. PAYNE’S TESTIMONY. 


Never had any particular friendship for or dealings with the 
‘Commissioners; I have been an architect about 20 years.— 
When I attempted to construct the dome I had no plan or 
‘Bpecifications that I could work by, and I had to do the best 
I could from the timbers; saw the plan of the house—asked 

af that was what they gave $500 for—they said yes, and I told 
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them it was money thrown away. The timbers of dome are 
94 feet high; the octagon was raised, and I made the dome- 
by raising the octagon about 28 feet high from the top of 
the ceiling to the top of the cornice on the dome; about 39 
feet high altogether. The present dome is worth more than 
the original plan calls for. H. was around frequently; I 
thought he’ knew more of architecture than either the superin- 
dent, other Commissioner.or Cook; he was of service in putting 
up the Cupola. I always considered that Haynie did his duty. 
He was, as I thought, the head man while I was at work on 
the building. Swisher acknowledged that he knew nothing 
aboutit. After I put the base boards around the Senate and 
House of Representatives, Doyle had the tops of the boards 
torn off and left them in an unfinished state. I was Cook’s 
foreman; I did’nt think he made a cent off of the contract. 
If he made anything it was by having the money to use and 
speculating on it. I came after the house was half up. I 
gave Doyle 3 plans of the base boards before I put the base 
down, and he accepted the one that I put down and had the 
top torn off, (after having accepted it) positively against Dr, 
H’s orders; the galleries are built according to architecture; 
the parapet has not been built or finished according to the 
plan of -the building. I believe that a stone dome on the 
building would fall down. Of my own knowledge I am aware 
of no facts which tend to show that there was any complicity 
between any of the contractors and either of the Commission- 
ers. I would’nt furnish the lumber and finish the wood work 
on the Capitol for less than $50,000; in making the galleries, 
putting in 8 columns, would have been more costly than 


the present gallaries cost; I consider the galleries of the Senate __ 


unsafe, because the columns rest upon nothing but single joists;* 
there is danger of the galleries falling down from a large 
m crowd being in them; I mentioned this to Mr. Doyle, Capt. 
E Swisher and Mr. Cook, at the time, but they took no notice of 
it. I never mentioned this to Dr. Haynie ; the committee in 
conjunction with witness examined the ceiling and found the 
m same considerably sprung from the malconstruction of the 
$ galleries ; this can be remedied by taking off the ceiling and 
supporting it with truss work. I. never saw a tin roof in my 
m lfe that was any account; the painting of the roof makes it 
| that much worse. I think the pitch of the roof is about right 
for a tin roof. I believe that galvanized iron or-gravel roof is 
| the best for this house ; a copper roof is, equally as good, but 
mit would affect the cistern water. R. PAYNE. 
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JULY 4th, 1856, 84 o’cLocx. 
A. N. HOPKINS TESTIMONY. 

He assisted in getting up the plan, making out specifica- 
tions and estimates, and would net have-embarked in the en- 
terprise if he had not understood and believed that the man 
whose plan was accepted would receive $500 for the same. I 
was engaged about two weeks off and on, working a little one 
day and another during the time. I did no drawing on the 
plan now before the Committee. Jack Haynie and myself 
proposed to buy Nichols out, and when we proposed to 
give him his price—five thousand dollars—for his contract, 
Jack Haynie told me that Dr. H. objected to his taking the 
contract because Jack and the Dr. were partners; but Jack 
told me that that made no difference, that he conld dissolve 
with the Dr.; but Nichols refused then to let us have it, in- 
timating that Jack Hamilton (the lawyer of Commissioners) 
objected to it; this took place immediately after Cook & 
Nichols divided the $50,000 appropriation, and about the time 
Nichols entered into his second bond. i 
A. N. HOPKINS. 
To the Hon. J. W. Dancy, Chairman of the Select 

Committee of the House of Representatives ». 

Upon adverting to my testimony before your- committee, I 
observe that my answers to certain interrogatories were not 
aken down as fully as I desire and beg the favor of you to take 


- this additional statement in connection with them. 


In answer to the question as to whether such a building as 
he State House, could not be built for one hundred thousand 
ollars, I answered that I was not prepared to say that it could 

not be done at that price, without profit. That I had thought 
I would be willing to undertake the erection of such an one at 
$125,000. I stated furthermore, in view of the fact, that none 
engaged about the building, knew until after it was commenced, 
where a suitable material could be procured, what difficulty 
they were to encounter in quarrying it, or the trouble and cost 
of working it, that I thought the house cheap enough at 
$150,000 00. 

I was asked by the committee whether I had ever known 
Dr. Haynie to borrow money from either of the contractors.— 
I replied that I was under the impression he had done so, but 


‘could not remember having derived such information from any 


of the parties. I replied further in this connection, that I had 
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never known anything of Dr Haynieto justify me in conclud- 
ing that he was not an honorable man, though I regarded him 
as sometimes visionary. I beg leave to state further, what I 
do not remember having said to the committee before, that 
being engaged in several sub-contracts, I was generally about 
the State house during the entire time in which it was being 
erected, and so far as my knowledge extended, I knew of no- 
thing to condemn in either of the Commissioners; but believe 
that they discharged their duties with fidelity and to the best 
of their abilities. 
I have been asked whether I knew anything of the services 
of Captain Doyle as superintendent of the building. I answer 
that I do and believe they were of the utmost importance to 
the work, from its commencement to its completion, and do not 
think they could have been well dispensed with at any time: 
-~ J was asked by the Committee, in case Mr. Nichols and 
myself had procured the second contract, what profit we ex- 
pectéd to realize out of it. I answered about $20,000. Mean- 
ine that I thought we could realize that amount by good ma- 
nagement with the force we could have brought to bear on the 
work, but not in profit, after paying us for that force. 


Respectfully, 
: THOS, H. JONES. 
Avsvin, Juiy 18, 1856. 


MR. HAYNIE’S TESTIMONY. 


8. A. J. Haynie examined in behalf of 8. G. Haynie: 

On the 5th day of August, 1852, 8. A. J. Haynie, executed 
a note, one day after date in favor of Charles L. McGehee, and 
against 8. Q. Haynie, & Co., for $3,257 00 the only note 
ever against said Co., in favar of McGehee, I and said McGe- 
hee being particular friends and I having loaned said McGehee 
the sum of $900 long before Dr. H. and myself commenced 
the mercantile business together; the circumstance of loaning 
said sum was as follows: J. McG. knowing that I had some 
funds on hand, came to my house on his way to Austin, and 
told me that he must have a $1000, and that he would pay me 
two per cent per month for the use of the same, and would re- 
turn the amount so soon as he could draw any money on his 
Capitol Contract. I feel positive that McG. told me at the 
time that he desired this money to make a payment on some 
negroes that he had purchased. I accordingly loaned him 
m $900, after I had engaged in business with Dr. H. in Austin, 
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and he McGehee had drawn funds from the Treasury, he paid 
me this amount, offering to pay me the premium for the loan, 
which I declined. 

I gave the above note for $3,257 under these circumstances. 
McG. was always in the habit of depositing his funds with 
us, he having proposed to do so himself and generally drew on 
us for money whenever he wished to use the same; on this oc- 
casion he was going to Bastrop, called in the Store and asked 
me what amount he then had in our hands and requested me 
to give him our due bill for the amount, the same being as 
above. Dr. H. kney nothing of this transaction until the same 


had been consummated. 


Brandon was in the habit of coming into the store and draw- 
ing money, until I (who had the principal management of the 
business in the store,) becoming annoyed with his frequent 
demands, told the Dr. if he owed Brandon any money I 
wished hira to pay it, as I was determined not to be bothered 
with him any longer. On the examination of the accounts be- 
tween B. and Dr. H., B. was in Dr. H’s debt, and the only way 
I believed the same could be saved was by transferring the 
same to the account of Cook and Brandon, to which B. serious- 
ly objected, but finally consented to it. | had purchased the 
contract from Nichols to which Dr. H. objected; I threatened 
then to dissolve co-partnership with him; he replied that even 
then, he would not consent to my interesting myself in the 
contract; that it would be suspected by the public that I had 


. an interest in the transaction and that it would render him 


liable in a criminal prosecution; after which conversation the 
contract with Nichols and myself was annulled. 
‘Sworn to and subscribed before methis the 30th June, 1856. 
J. F. CROSBY, 


* 


S. A. J. HAYNIE. 
ON PART OE 8. G. HAYNIE. 

H. H. Haynie was book keeper for S. G. Haynie & Co., 
from May, ’52, to about Ist March, °53, and posted their books 
up to March 1st, 753; theaccountaccompanying of John Bran- 
don is correct and just up to the 1st of March, 1853, to the 
best of my knowledge and belief—after which time I was not 
book-keeper. Onthefirst of February, 1853, there was a bal- 
ance in favor of 8. G. Haynie & Co., on Cook’s account, for 
cash and merchandize, of $65439—a balance in favor of same 
firm on Nichols’ account of $143 21, the.debit of Q. J. Nichols 
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was $3,015 50 and the credits were $2,872 22, of which credits 
the following are the items—cash $104, merchandize returned, 
$3 50—errors in account $6 22 ; private (for lumber I think) 
account against 8. G. Haynie, $250 58 ; do. against S. A. J. 
Haynie, $60 35; amount assumed by Nichols, on note, to C. 
L. McGehee, $2,449 64; the credit of $2,447 64, was on the 
S, A. J. Haynie note for $3,257 00, to McGehee I believe, as 
I know of no other note ever held by McGehee against the firm 
of S. G. H. & Co. I have examined the books of S. G. H & 
Co., as kept by myself up to the 1st of March, 1853, and more 
especially the accounts of John Brandon, A. H. Cook, Q. J. 
Nichols, and C. L. McGehee, and with exception of errors 
made by myself, in posting the account of A. H. Cook, of $240 
60 in favor of said Cook, they are unaltered, and just and true 
accounts. 

F. W. Moore says he was book keeper from March to Dec., 
1853; that he has examined the books, and that he finds them 
correct; that he has compared the annexed account of John 
Brandon and that it is a correct statement of the same as far 
as his knowledge extends. There appears by the books a credit 
to Q. J. Nichols of $1,500, March 7th, 1853, that amount hav- 
ing been paid by said Nichols to N. 8. Rector, as a credit upon 
a note given to C. L. McGehee. The above entry appears 
upon the blotter in the handwriting of S. G. Haynie, and was 
by meas book-keéper, journalized and posted, as willappear by 
reference to said books. 


TESTIMONY IN REGARD TO THE FURNITURE. 
. MR. C. 8. WEST’S TESTIMONY. 


That he is the representative in the Legislature from Travis 
county, and that Eli Kirk is one of his constituents, and that 
shortly after his election and before the Legislature convened, 
Mr. Kirk asked him by note, to call at his house and examine his 
vouchers in reference to the purchase of the Capitol furniture, 
I did so and the vouchers appeared to me perfect, but I in- 
` formed Mr. Kirk that I understood that these vouchers were 
sometimes fraudulent, and that the money receipted for fre- 
quently exceeded the amount actually paid. I told him I knew 
nothing about the actual value of the furniture he purchased, 
or whether it was purchased at a fair price; that I had been in- 
formed by Maj. DeNormandie, that he knew or heard ‘that 
there was some fraud in the transaction; that Gen: Ham- 
ilton had told me that he learned that there were several grave 
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charges against Mr. Kirk, amounting to swindling, but never 
gave me his authority or the facts on which he based his re- 
marks. Mr. Swenson also told: me that the furniture could 
have been purchased and brought here for'a grêat deal less 
money than Mr. Kirk, had paid, showing also that the joint 
committee of the House and Senate had reported unfavorably - 
on Mr. Kirk’s claim, and knowing, also, from conversations 
with Mr. Bryan and Mr. Banks, the_ Chairmen of the jomt 
committee of the Legislature of 1853: in view of these 
doubts thereon, the claim of Mr. Kirk, I told’ him that I 
thought it would be best for him to get affidavits of the mer- 
chants and houses from whom he had purchased the furniture, 
swearing that he had actually paid the money receipted for, 
and to get the affidavits of disinterested practical and experi- 
enced workman that the prices were fair, and the reasonable 
value of the furniture; this, I think, Mr. Kirk told me he wag 
afraid he could not, and told him, I think, that his bill could 
go through withoutit. Mi. Kirk afterwards came to my office 
and told me, as I had not been sworn in, he would let me know 
that it would not be an unprofitable thing for me to take an 
interest in his claim. Ido not know the words used—the idea- 
was that he would make it profitable to me to be earnest in 
advocating his bill. I told him that I would vote for his bill if 
he got sufficient proof to satisfy me that he had paid the 
money for it, but not otherwise, and I gave him some good 
advice; told him I wished to have nothing to do with bim and 
requested him not to annoy me more about the matter: 
Afterwards he wrote me several silly letters—a specimen is 
furnished, marked exhibit A, accompanied with my answer, 
marked exhibit B, which was the last interview I had with 
Mr. Kirk. I think him more fool than knave, and believe he 
was acting under the advice of some person more dishonest 
than himself in the course which he selected. Mr. Kirk has 
never furnished the vouchers that F asked. C. 8. WEST. 


cA 77 
Austin Orry, Dec, 14, 1855. 


Pardon me for thus interrupting 

you, but I wish to state some facts for your consideration. 
It is a fact that I acted without instruction other than my 
own schedule, which was submitted to Bell, Shaw and Duval, 
and returned to me without comment, except that of a “bell 
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not needed;” and if $25 for a chair and $50 fora desk for each 
member was too much, why was I nottoldso? Moreover, the 
articles, according to original description, came now at $20 and 
$45. Two chandeliers were described and put down at $1,000 
each, and they came at $550 each! And now I am told that 
Tought not to have bought such high priced furniture, Itisa fact 
that I was told-I could complete the commission im 4 or 5; 
months, and it unavoidably took a year, less 8 days, including 
time of travel, and for all this I have received only $500. It 
is a fact that I visited Montgomery, Raleigh, Richmond, 
Washington City, Harrisburg, Pa., Trenton, N. J. and Boston, 
to examiné the furniture used in the 7 State-houses. It is a 
fact that I visited Lowel, Boston, New York and Philadelphia, oe 
in order to inform myself the better where to purchase. It is ra 
a fact that I preferred Philadelphia riechanics to all others. 
It is a fact that I bought everything of the best material and 
workmanship that could be procured, and at as favorable rates 
as I could. It is a fact that His Excellency Gov. Pease, is 
conversant with my business, and says the Government has 
received the furniture, and it ought to pay me; but he de- 
clines to recommend its being paid,- and assigns for a reason 
that I did not receive my appointment from him. He who 
did appoint me resigned before my business came before the 
Legislature. Hence, between two stools I am to fall. 
It is a fact that I used my own and borrowed money over 
and above that belonging to the State, as shown by the l 
| 
? 


MO tes 
ee, Po 


vouchers. 

It is a fact of my being greatly embarrassed, in consequence 
of my not being able.to repay the money borrowed and used 
_to pay for the articles bought for the State. The last act in 
Philadelphia was to borrow $500 from Cornelius Baker & Co., l 
to pay the insurance, which was $625, and the $125 is still is 
owing. to the Insurance Office, which the policy will show.— $ 
It is a fact that I owned three valuable tracts of land in Tex- À d 
as before ever seeing Texas. It is a fact that while absent, I j 
sold 2 tracts for cash, with which I boughtmy present residenee. 

It is a fact that Harris & Oldham expect a pretty good fee Š 
in this matter 7f they succeed during this Legislature, and i 
any one that you choose to name shall receive 10 per cent. on 
what is recovered, if you will give it your full a'd. i 

F. Dieterich is interested and I think he has been promised x 
the aid òf Super Oochmrrer. Truly your friend, | 


Confidential. E. KIRK. 
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I wish it referred to your Committee for full examination. 
l Yours, E. K. 


N. B. If the Judiciary Committee declinejto examine them, 
get them to pass upon the Constitutionality of the Legislature 
making an appropriation for it, and then have it referred to 
your Committee. _. 

My objection to taking it to Court for settlement, is the time 
it will require, and this way I may get enough to save myself, 
as next spring will be my time of difficulty. . 

The proposition herein made shall be spoken of to no one 
by Yours, &e., E. KIRK. 

&é B 3? ` 
Austin, Texas, December 15, 1855. 
Srr:— Your fletter of 14th inst., was just handed me 
py your-son. l 

The propositions are so insulting and dishonorable that I do 
not desire any further correspondence or conversation with you. 

Your folly seems to have led you to imagine that, because 
I sympathized with you in your misfortunes, that I was actu- 
ated by some base motive. Do not let me hear from you 
again. With your Attorneys I will converse, and will have 
nothing whatever to say to you personally in reference to your 
claim. : C. 5. WEST. 

Hur KIRK. 

Hon. J. W. Dancy Chairman, de. ` 


Dear Sir: Permit me to make a few remarks respecting 
he evidence read to me yesterday. As regards the bitter 
animosities of Wm. H. Carryl, nsed as threats to hasten the 
payment of my indebtedness to him, be they ever so startling 

| and overbearing, I think them harmless and self-destructive, 
my for he winds up his harangue by saying “ that there is noth- 
ing wrong here against Mr. Kirk,” if I have not mistaken 
his words. The trading he speaks of are in allusion to the fact 
| that I exchanged Texas land with him for a bill of Chandeliers 
or swinging candlesticks; and afterwards, at his solicitation, I 
took back the land and gave him my note, at 12 months, for 
three hundred and fifty-seven dollars, which note came into 

Mr. DeNormandie’s hands for collection. 

Secondly. The statement of Mr. Thomas, which must have 
been second or third hand heresay evidence, for all I know 
about the matter is this: towards the close of my sojourn in 
Philadelphia, I made great inquiry for a Vessel to suit. I had 


1 
~~ 
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the freight described and advertised in Philadelphia and. New 
York for a month; f saw a vessel advertised for'a load, and I 
-went t'see it sit was lying in tlie Schuylkill, on tlie north’ of 
Philadelphia; discharging bitus dal ; the ‘Captain wine 
his vessel could go, ‘and'said’ that he would ‘make eg tpt ie 
$1,250, and that the capacity of his scliooner was £/400'DBls. 


and he reported 11,300 cubic feet;,or 2,269 ‘bbls., so tat Putan 
end to this matter, as she could have brought two-thirds'of the 
`- freight only, and, besides, the Insurance Office reftised to insure 
her to Texas, as she was a second ‘class schooner and very ‘did. 
‘The yellowfever was at this time broke out at New Orleans, and 
it was with difficulty that I procured a Vessel snitable, at dny 


Charles Rodgers did not come ; he Lired a substitute (Capt. Siim- 
mers,) the first Captain being affaid of the sickly scason— 
Could I have guaranteed the Captain aréturn freight, he would 
have come fur one thousand dollars, but at this time Foes 
& Co. informed me that there"was no freight going North, and 
the schooner Charles Rodgers did return in ballast; theré’are 
times and seasons, that freight may be brought South miich 
cheaper than at others, hence you have been told that F paid 
high rates, as mine had to come in. midsummer, and at a‘'thine 
when.no back freight could be procured. lt is an every day 
-tircumstance for. persons to find fault with the doings ‘of others, 
for instance, says.A. to B. where.did you buy that fine cat? I 
got itat the store of Mr. Dow! And what did yon give.fur it? 
f paid twenty dollars for it! It is very handsome, but if you 
had only have gone to Mr. Stow’s store vou conld have gotidne 
just as good for eighteen dollars. | a ee 
The capacity of the schooner Charles Rodgers, under degk, 
is 2,260 bbls. tonnage, two hundred ten, being new. and_asfiret 
class vessel, insured at the loweat rates, my freight,.measuring 
11,3000 cubic feet, and a bbl is five. feet, just makes 2,260 bbls., 
at fifteen cents per foot, or seventy-five cents per bbl., makes 
forty-five dollars more than waé paid the‘Charter:party; the 
usual freight from Philadelphia‘to LaVaca and Indianola} is 
fifteen cents, when at the same time, it is ten and twelve atid a 
half cents from New York, — he JAT e uni 
Those remarks are substantially true, arid edt be relied pón, 
which I respectfully submit for your consideration: it% +} 
oT - Tam, your obedient servants! i 17 


ora sf, | ee - 3B, KIRKE: 

X F s ` oe £ cS an aa Š ee = Rae 
Avastin, June 26th, 1856.0 ° > ae ae a : 
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onder deck ; I then had my Ee measuted by a: ie Bute ; 


rate, even after contracting. , TI e part-ewner and Captain of tho ' 


ay 


` . :gtoners for the erection ofvState Capitol, sie the testimo 


Hos. Jno. W. Danoy, Caairman: 


, oF 


‘contd have saved some of them fromthe position in which 1 
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ape Tig SRG ee a g g E sae o : os a 
N. B.: The Sweedesh Gentleman! who: professes to know 
cheap romtes and short ents, I suppose, first, would. have 
brought the furniture on board, ‘uninsured, no: wagon mas- 
ter, aud seventy-five per cent. couldyhave. been saved ,in store 


‘rent, for four hundred and fifty, dollars for two. agd a half 
Months was paid hiim. | 


Remark. The Capitol of Texas is now fitted outwith ma 


. hogany furniture that, with proper care, will be good for a cen 
‘tury. Ihave in my possession a sett of chairs, an arm chair 


and five small ones, whieh» were made in Boston, to order, in 
the year 1780, and have never been.sold but once, having re 
mained inthe family of —  , E. KIRK: 
N. B. The letter addressed by myself to O. S. West, wa’ 
not an indiscriminate letter; on the contrary, it was definitely, 
marked confidential, and.1 supposed would have been returned 


-to me if its-contents were net agreeable, but it has been retain 


ed for political capital. The inducement was simply intended t 
draw the attention of the Honorable member from Travis, to my 
papers, supposing that his desk wonld be flooded with matten 
of far greater import: a bribe.is that which is givén to corral 
the judgment, or seduce from justicé ; this was not my inte 
tion. A contingent fee of ten per cent. would have been paidt 


te 


`- Messrs. Oldham & Harris. ; 


Reply of James G. Swisher and S. G. Haynie, late Commi 


wk | 
taken by Select Committee of the House. ; 


~ 


Before adverting to it, we beg leave to-sdy that had we beg 
present when the witnesses ‘were’ giving it in, we think? 


“are compélied to place them. >! l ae > 
aa MR. BRANDON’S TESTIMONY. *. 

.. We offered the $500 appropriated to-procure.a plan, tot 
successful architect, asan inducement;ta stimulate competit 
without.which, we might have-failed to: procure any.plan ; 5 
the testimony of A. N. Hopkins, which proyes,-that but-tor £ 
-‘Ropeof.qwinning the prizai he; would. not.-have. engaged 
drawing one. a o se yoan e y Hgt amy = 

_ Mr. Brandon says the dome.is only about 20 feet high —A. 

1839feet high, and is higher, larger and better than the one © 

tracted for; see the testimony of R. Bayne, A, H Gaok, 3 

the dome itself; it was changed from an open toa close 0 


5 


? 7 > ' è 
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Mr. B Brandon says, at the time of receiving the $500 pay for 
the plan, Haynie Kept and had a-store in p —A. By the 
records of the Cora ptroller’ s office; it appears that he was paid 
‘on the 22nd March, 1852, see document C:, and Haynie did 
not keep or have a store in town until the 8d day of May, fol- 
lowing ; Bee: testimony of M.C. Hamilton. 


` Mr. Brind ou says’ his estimate was for a stone CR We 
have always understood - the: estimate’ for stone to be for the 
urpose of changing the outer walls from faced to solid work. 


is specifications and drawings for wrought pannel work, with 
carved center-piece, we have yet fO Bee. 


He says the original contr act was for a wood floor; has been 


changed to stoné, “which relieved the- contractors. —A. In the 


iginal contract, there was no provision for a Pagen RONE of 
Ta sort. : 


> 


wen 


He says, : Haynie refused: to ist me have any contract under 
henew approptiation, because I would not lend Him money ; 
hat if Liwould lend ‘him ‘money to carry-on his mercantile 
stablishiment, I could go’ on and take- the contract and draw 
ny-ahlount of money I pleased.”—-A. Haynie & Swisher both 
ay that ‘Mr. Brandon ak not: offer to goon with the contract 
T havé any conversation or Correspondence with either ofthem 
n the subject, after the néw appropriation was made. Mr. 
sng ae whole statement onthe subject of lending Haynie 

isérroneons, which ‘appears hy the testimony of 8. À. J. 
nays the account-of Mr. Brandon; now in the hands of mike 
ommittee and proved to be correct by the testimony of H: H. 
aymignatid: E. W. saree ang ee te eee of A.. ea Cook, 


sa? 


ab jl wa: ads nn receive rape on Mr ation of f in- ; | 


ividnally! bihis true, Mr. gin R to let the firm 


viet Olit like! flie, $8,000 which he says © Mr. Cook Joan- 
Hayayibs whileshe:mas sick and, against ‘his consent, » it never 
meto-hands}.:'Pheshigst- wis: abled, for, specanse thé’ Bize o$, his 


é 


4 
act Oren 


w 


- durin 


164 


é 


obtained; see statement of Mr. Cook. 


Mr. Brandon says he loaned: Haynie money before he and 
Mr. Cook: were partners, about $1200, and had to take it in 
are Mr. Brandon and Mr. Cook were partners befoto 
aynie had a store, as the dates will show; Mr. Brardon db- 
-posited with S. G. Haynie, before he was a merchant, $600 
which he said belonged to somebody else ; ‘it was returned to 
him all in gold and not in goods. | 
_ The first money obtained of Mr. Cook, was on the 7th day of 
September, 1852, the amount being $1,000, as Mr. Cook says 
“and the book:shows, and not $3,000, as Mr. Brandon states; seo 
statement of M. G. Cook’s account, showing that at all times 
when money was obtained of him, in the “nature of.a Jean,” the 
„amounts received were actual payments, although asked for in 
the “ nature of a lgan;” see statement of Mr. Cook, B, hereto 


account: justified it, the second, or $3,000 was not asked for or 


attachee, (read it). 

My, Brandon thinks about $30,000 were drawn before more 
than $10,000 worth of work was done.—A. Cooke & Brandon's 
contragt was for $27,600, of which *only $11,300, were drawn 

g Mr. Brandon’s connextion with it, which was up to the 
date of the new bonds of Cook., - 5 2.. : 

Mr. Brandon says, “ Haynie forced us to draw $4,500. before 
$2,000 worth of work was done.—A. Swisher and Haynie both 


> say that Mr. Brandon asked for this very draw, and in orderto 


induce us to make it as large as it is, said that he wanted it to 

send for glass, tin,.&e., and exhibited to us the work done, and 

materials furnished, it being. as he said, all, or nearly all tho 
frames, jams, mouldings, steps, &e., showing large piles 

these in the yard, shops. and overhead, which lie told ‘us, and 

“we believed justified the amount drawn. We, Brandon, Swish-. 


- er and Haynie, were all in. company during the examination, 


Mr. Brandon says he paid Hopkins $150 for aiding him in 


: “drawing the plan. Hopkins says, Brandon paid him $250 for 
it, TE ee 


The rigmarole of. Mr. Brandon, ‘about the influence of Mt. 


“-Hopkiùs with us, we know nothing: about, and care less. 


Mr. Brandon’s statement, that Cook had to lend Haynie m- 
ney in order to gat thecontract, uader the mew appropriation, 


_ 4g contradicted by thestatement of Mr. Cook and by the histery 


_of time, as stated in the testimony: of M: ©. Hamilton, showing 


that Haynie paid him a lage per ‘céut: for indulgence rather 


‘than be tinder obligations to either of the contractors, by asking 


hall 


r > ` > n kde - -r 
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jor money, actually due him, at a time when.there was a ques. . 

tion of contract pending. Be Te 
Mr. Brandon thinks Haynie did receive a pecuniary benefit. 

from Cook, becanse Cook loaned him money-—A.~ A critical: : 

examination of Mr. Cook’s account, and the statement of Mr, -. 

Cook, proves the contrary to have been true. Mr. Çook says 

he did not tel! Brandon he had to lend TEaynie money in order 

to get any contract under the new appropriation; that there was | 

no necessity for it, and that he did not doanything-of the kinde: - 
Haynie says that he applied for the sums obtained(as stated 

in Mr. Uvok’s acconnt) in the manner mentioned by Cook, say- ` 

ing that it would pnt him “ahead -of the hounds,” which ex- 

plains Mr. Cook’s statement that the money obtained of him 

was in the ‘nature of a loan,” thie mode of asking fur money 

actually due, was adopted as the best to obtain it, and at the: 

game time retain a good customer. ` O os 
Mr. Cook says, “if the building was properly constrneted, the 

parapet would be 9 feet above the ceiling.” —A. Mr. Cook is 

right, the error lies in setting the second tier of windows upon 

the third instead of the second course of stone above the floor; 

had they rested on the segond course, all wonld have come ont | 

right, the gables been protected and hid from view; this error — 

we think admits of an easy remedy and at a trifling cost. . 
Before alluding to the testimony. of Mr. Doyle, we sav, 

that we do not wish to be understood as being personally 

inimical to him, or desirons of doing him injustice. On the con- 

trary, we extend to liim the same credit for honest intention, - 


a 


3 


which we claim for ourselves. a 

Mr. Doyle says, “under MeGehee’s contract, the-money was ` 
drawn a great deal faster than the work was done.”—A.- Mr. 
Doyle’s mode of estimating work was quite simple and easy, 
ifithad-Deen according to law ;‘his idea was, as we understood `. 
it, that ag the wall was to be 55 feet high and McGehee’s con- 
tract for $55,000, it: made just 81000 per foot, as the amount: 
due for pro rata monthly pay : but the law required the com- 
missioners to make these monthly payments for work done and 
materials furnished, if demanded ; that McGehee and Moore 
did-make the demand for the celebrated draw, about which SO | * 
much hag been said, (and with which Mr. Doyle says, McGehee - 
bought nezrees, and which negroes, Mr. Gillespie says were e 
“bought upon a eredit.”) See their itemized demand hereto at- 
tached, marked D. a oe 

Mr. Dayle says “59,000 of the money was drawn, on MeGe -~ 
hee’s contract, Before the first story was np.” A. The whole; 


a 


re 
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amount drawn by McGehee during-lis difetinie. (afidi he diegi 
about the time the first story was up)iwas 82,05000" "The? 
money drawn after that, James H.- Gillespie sayd; wa for a 
sufficient amount to pay ‘the hands, awg- which was‘actually.. 
necessary to carry on thée'work: = > 0 0 aTe hg 
The Comntissioners did not call on Mr. Doyle in’ the settle- - 
ment with the estate of O; L. McGehee, because the ‘estimate ` 
which he says he made and left for Haynie—and heard He got 
it—was $1000 higher, viz: $8000 for material on the giound, - 
than that of DeChaumes, viz: $7000;. by which we made’ the 
final settlement. . a l EEs 
Q. Mr. Doyle “ thinks” Mc@ehee was in the habit of loan- 
ing Haynie money? A. ©. L. McGehee never loaned’ S. Œ ` 
Haynie a dollar in his life. (See testimony. of S. A“: Hay- 
nie, who states that S. G. Haynie knew nothing of the trans- 
action until the same had been consummated. eck, Ge 
Q. Mr, Doyle thinks the Commissioners took DeChauniés 
estimate because if covered the amount overpaid ©. L. McGe- 
hee, and his did not? A. The amount paid the Estate of 
C. L. McGehee on final settlement was $11,650.50, which is‘ 
the best possible proof that Mr. Doyl¢ is mistaken, and that 
money had not been previously overpaid to C. L. McGehee. 
-  Q. My. Doyle says, the Commissioners let Mr. Cook, have 
the stone floor, because he had so little extra wood work, &c? 
A. Mr. Cook got the stone floor because he was entitled to it 
under the change in the plan (made by the advice of Commis- 
sioner Swisher,) he having previously received an order. for a, 
wood floor, to be paid pro rata, and having gone to the expense 
of purchasing lumber for it as he said. S 
Q. Mr. Doyle says, “ Haynie used to draw dratts and would 
frequently sign his own and Swisher’s names to them?” | A. 
By Swisher, no draft was ever drawn without a previous esti- 
mate made and agreed to by both the Commissioners; both be- 
‘ing always present, and each signing his own: name to the 
warrants, as the warrants show; it is true we did not, ask- Mr, 
Doyle or any body else to aid us, as.the law made it ovr ‘duty 
to make monthly estimates of work done and material furn-: 
ished. ne a a se -e 
Q. Mr. Doyle says the Commissioners each sold a house, 
&c. <A. It is true each of us did sell a house, and weuld do 
it again under the same circumstances. The dates ‘of these’ 
sales, however, compared with ‘the times of making’ the con- 
tratt, will‘show that there was-nothing wrong in, ‘the transac’ 


” 
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tions; the new. bonda of contractors being dated 19th Febru- , 
a » 1853, and the sale.of the,Swisher house 30th March, fol- ` ; 


a 


lowing, gad the sale. of Haynie’s house being 14th, September, , ) 
1853,,7-months afterwards, showing that at the time of ` 
miking. these sales there coiild not have béen collusién or fraud 
upon the State, all the contracts having been previously made, 
finally approved and deposited-in- the Comptroller's Office. * 

Q. Mr. Doyles estimate for wood work is too- ridiculous to X 
need an answer. It shows- that he knew nothing about it, : 
pesides, that was a question interestins to Mr. Nichols and no 
body else, for; as in the final settlement with the estate of ©, 

L. McGehee, what was allowed McGehee for materials, &., on . 
hand, Nichols had to-take at the sam: estimate in his new i: 
contract, and in dividing the new appropriation, what one got, © 
the other lost, as a matter of course. 

Q. “Mr. Doyle says each wis to make the roof water tight 
before it would be received. A. If the roof leaks, or if any 
other thing is not done to present the building in a finished : 
condition, Mr. Doyle is responsible for it, because"h3 reported 
to us (see his final report) that both the contractors had com- | 
pleted their contracts to his satisfaction, exzept tha hinginzg 
of the windows by Cook, and as hə was elested to julge of. 
that matter, we as Commission2r3a, could not do: otherwise 
than report the same to the Commission2rs of supervision and 
reception, who, consequently, paid and discharged Nichols, and 
we left it with them to pay and discharge Cook, when he ! 
should hang the windows to their satisfaction. i rm 

Q. .Hopkins says Haynie got the sills for his hous2 from J 
the lumber bought for the Capitol? A. By Haynie; this is . 7 
true—they were bought for the tie beams for the roof, and ae 
being too short, were rejected. I-bought and paid for them, - : 
and the contractor bought new ones and paid $500 out of his ] 
own pocket for 18 pieces of the right length. I also bought 


and paid for lumber from ©. L. McGehee, to the amount of j 
$63 50-100. a : 
Q. F. W. Moore thinks Cook & Nichols had large sums ` q 


deposited, and the money used by Haynie; while Mr. Nichols- > 
‘says. he “never deposited any,” and Mr. Cook says, “all the a 
money Haynie got of me was in the nature of a loan. Mr, i 
Moore says, “there was no interest paid on thesé loans ordien 
taken, to secùre them?” A. Trug, for the reason that these ' y 
sums were in reality payments for ‘cash and cash ‘articles pre- F 
“viously advanced them by S. G. Haynie & Co., as a critical ex-> (3 
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amination of both their accounts, herewith: submitted, Jow 

Mr. Moore. 8ays Haynie | Š Aa the .Bull Creek’ tract’ to 
Cdk? “Al 'S. G. Haynie & Co.,. sold it for $1,000, and 
after thé dissolution of their partnership, 8. G. Haynie bought 
it back at: “$1, 5C0 in þart payment for his dwelling hcuse. 


. Mr; “Moore. ‘saw. no estimates when: he drew drafte?” 
À. “True,. the Commissicnars did not exhibit their estimates 
to Mr, Moore, he not being their clerk, but the estimates were 
made: ‘regularly, nevertheless, and Mr, Moore being the clerk | 
of $. G. Haynie & Co., was.requested to fill up the warrants, 
with the amounts we had previously. agreed to be due the con- _ 
tractors, and his being the clerk of S. G. Haynie & Co., gave 
him no better-opportunities of judging of our estimates or the 
cost of the Capitol, than was afforded any body, else. sa 

:Q. Mr. Moore thinks *‘ Haynie had an eye as much to his 

own interest as to that of the State?” A. By Haynie. This. 
perhaps ought to have been true, yet it seems strange if really. 
g9; that a mistake should have occured of over. $3,000 in the ` 
accounts of one.of the- contractors, a mistake which ac- 
sas in part for Haynie’s failure asa merchant, whcn he 
was “doing a good business until the stock run out.” 


Q. Mr. “Moore ‘heard that Swisher wanted money to pay 
for some land;” “heard of his selling some of it very well to 


` Bouldin, Brown & J ennings;” $ Swisher putin operation an 


expensive ferry” about that time? A. By Haynie. Know- 
ing Swisher’s desire to sell the “ Swisher House, from my'pre- 
vious connexion with the sale of-the.same to J udge Thompson, 
and the return of the property at Téhompson’s death, and hear- 
ing him say-he was still willing to take the same for it, that 
he had sold it.at—two years previously —$10, 000, and consid- 
ering ita great bargain at thatsum, I advised N ichols & Cook 
to buy it, believing they would put up a fine house upon 
it, and entered into it by purchase of half of it, for the purpose 
of getting a business stand on that corner for S. G. Haynie | & 
Ca, but finding afterwards that we were unable to keep it, I 
informed Cook & Nichols of the fact, and they took it off of our 
hands,at the same. price we gave Swisher for it; at the time of 


-making the new bonds of Cok and Nichols for "the erection of 


the- Capitol, ihis trade had not been thought of or mentioned 
to any one by me, nor had it any more to “do with it than hať 
the sale of my dwellinz house seven months afterward, or than 
expensive ferry of Swisher, or. the selling of lands to Bouldin 
and others. oe 
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‘Q. Mr.: Moore says drafts were drawn in advance of the * ' 
work, and so ‘‘ thinks” many others ?—A. To all the state- . id 
ments of money overdrawn, we advert to the fact that thé Le--- ey 
gislature appointed the Governor, Comptroller and Treaster - iat 
a Board of Commissioners to guard this very point—and that y 

4 


they did, on, the first ‘draw-day after their appointment, i 
approve a warrant for Cook the wood contractor for $400, as ; K 
additional pro rata pay-due him; this they would not have done 
had he been previously overpaid, and on final settlement with 
Nichols, they approved and paid him ‘the sum of $30 20; 
showing that he was not overpaid. - i j 

Q. Judge Paschal says Dr. Haynie promised to refer the 
matter to the Attorney-General, but never did it?—A. Dr. 
Haynie certainly did refer it to’ the Hon. Ebenezer- 
Allen, then the Attorney. General, who after carefully reading. 
the’contract, of McGehee’ and Moore; pronouriced it “ legal- 
and binding’ upon the parties;” it was then approved and de- 
posited with the Comptroller. i 

Q. Judge Paschal says the securities offered by . Fries and 
Kampman, were. indisputable P—A. We say they did not 
offer us any ! good or bad. 

Q. Judge Paschal says the estimate of Fries was made 
upon the most careful calculations. i p 

- We ask why then did he make his bid indefinite—further 

we say that the bill of Fries was not sùch a one as we would 
have telt-oursslves justified in accepting had there been no 
other, because it is indefinite—leaves work to be measured 
after it 1s finished and Mr. Fries refused to make any change. 
after the work was commenced: We knowing our want of ar- 
chitectural ability, were desirous of contracting with some one 
who would be willing to. do us and the Staté the justice to | 
correct any mistake we might make in adopting’ a plan and ; 
making contracts to carry it out—and once for all we say that 7 
we never did sanction any change which we did not think for | 
the best. . E W 

The testimony of iur. Gillespie is sufficiently answered by ‘ 
that of S: A. J. Haynie and the account of C. L. McGehee; it £ 
will be seen that the whole amount of his dealings in dry goods T 
was $221 96—see the account marked A. - : R p 
- Mr. Gillespie says the prices paid for work finished wete 
exorbitant, 3° -. ee . 4 G 
‘A.’ Mr. Hendrickson who did much of the work says, some : ii 
of the charges are extravagant, “ but it (the estimate by:which eg 
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the Commissioners settled with the estate. of McGehee), eis 
generally about fair.” - The. demand made-upon the State for. 
the “prices paid” was made by Mr. Gillespie, himself, as-he 
stated at the time, because the Legislature had ‘sanctioned it,” 
it: being the estimate of work.finished by C, L. -McGehee, - ag, 
made out by DeChaumes, and submitted’ to that-body at the 
time of making the $50,000 appropriation, and it being. the _ 
prinçipal item making that appropriation necessary—see doc, BE 
‘By the testimony of Thomas H. Jonés'it‘will be seen . that | 
the Commissioners disagreed as to the manner of reletting. the. 
work, (this disagreement was in relation.to the stone work.)—;.., 
Haynie being in favor.of advertising and reletting tothe lowest 
bidder and Swisher in favorof the contractors rebonding as.the 
law required. We are now both satisfied that the course finally - 
pursued was legal, right and the best policy. Much has been, 
adid about changes in the building—A: Thanks to the par 
triotism of O, L. McGehee the plan.wascarricd and that change 
was sanctioned by the Legislature, when it made the new ap- 
propriation. i _ a 
Mr. A. W. Moore says, I demanded of the Commissioners., 
to stop the work until there could be an. examination of the. 
affairs of C. L. McGehee.-—~A.° So he did; but we thought it 
our duty to go on with the work, and at all hazards to fulfill, 
the promise to have a house ready for the ninety members, un-- 
der the new apportionment, and the time allowed for this ad- 
mitted of no delay to examine estates or decide law suits.— 
r. Moore says, Haynie and McGehee were in frequent con- 
snitation during the day McGehee made his bid—-A. That is. 
likely enough, as Haynie was frequently in consultation du-‘ 
ring the same day with many others, for it was devoted to con- 
sultations and explanations of the plan and specifications; in’ 
relation to McGehee and Moore’s bid previous to the publie 
opening of the bids. Haynie says he had no idea they interid- ` 
ed:to.bid for anything but the furnishing of lumber, and fir- 
ther, that prior to that time, he had never seen or spoken to 
©. L. McGehee, so far as he can remember, but once, and that: 
was not a very satisfactory interview. aa s 


: In reply to the numerous opinions expressed or entertained, 
that the House has cost-too ninch, we refer to the testimony of 
Mr. James Phillips, who thinks the wood work worth aboat 
$40,000 ; to Mr. R. Payne, the best qualified mam of any, to 
judge of the matter; he says, “ I would not furnish the Jimber: 
and do the wood work on-the Capitol for less than $50,000 ;” 
to Thos: H. Jones, who thinks the, Capitol cheap enough un er, 


‘ 


a 
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the circnmstances ; and finally tothe testimony of James N. Gil- 
lespie—he says “I found it impossible to go on with the work 
for the amount specified in-M¢eGehee’s contract, made a propo- 
sition to sell out, and to release McGehee and his securities, which 
was accepted. The record shows that this. was on the 9th day of 
February, 1853, after the ne wappropriation was obtained; and to 
show what Mr. Gillespie thought (after having made a fair trial 
at it) about the value of the work to be done, (after the Com- 
missioners. had settled with the estate of MeGehee) he handed. 


in a bid proposing to complete the stone work for the sum af * 


$62,000, and the material on hand, $11,650, making the sum of 


$73,650 as the lowest sum for which he, Mr. Gillespie, was i 
wiliñg- to go on with the work, and he wrote a letter to Nich- 


ols, telling him not to touch it for less, as Nichols told [avnie. 
Notwithstanding this, Mr. Nichols finally took the new Con- 
tract for the sum of $45,820, and the materials at $11,650, it 
being $16,180 less than Mr. Gillespie was willing to do it for, 
Upon such data as this we are willing to rest our claims for 
having “done the best we could under all the circumstances,” 
ad Mr. Jones believes we did. a et 
The attempt to disparage the services uf Commissione 
Swisher, shows the impropriety of judging by appearances, aa 
a truthful history of our proceedings will show that he ruled 


on all oceasions of difference of opinion between us, 

The testimony of P. De Cordova will receive an appropriate” 
notice, when. Haynie publishes his work on Architecture. * 

To those who have made such magnified statements, “from 
rumor, Opinions expressed, and what they have heard say ;” 
we. answer, we think from “ramor, opinions expressed, and 
what we have keard. say,” that they must have been viewing” 
our acts through some such medium as the Urim and Thumin 
specticles, with which Jo. Smith said he found the golden plates 
of the Mormon Bible, by looking through one glass, of which 
with both his eyes, he was enabled to read their mysterious 
meaning, such was their, wonderous power of bestowing upon 
the ignorant, light and knowledge. 

In conclusion, we beg leave to say, that there is yet due u3 
seven hundred and fifty dollars each, for undrawn salaries 
which we much need, and would be pleased to get; remarking 
that had making money out of the office been our aim, it seeme, 
strange we did not secure our saliries, or. make the premium on 
the $100,000 of the bonds of the first appropriation. 

* Respectfully submitted. JAMES G. SWISHER,’ 
S5. G. HAYNIE. ar 
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: ACCOMPANYING — - 

. STATEMENT OF SWISHER AND HAYNIE, 
ve 


eiit of the account of Me eG Hes and Nichols with S. G. 
. Haynie & Co, by N. C. Ra ymond. 
+C. L. McGehee Gealt with S . G. ‘Haynie & Co., as their 
books show : 


In May, 1852, to the amount of $78 54 
_Of which there was cash and cash ar- 
` ticles to the amount of ' . $38 52 
Dry goods, &e., l : 40 02 
g 78 54 : 
In June, 1852, to the amount of $887 27 
. OF which Gael and cash articles $829 42 
- Dry goods, &c., 57 85 
887 27 
In July, 1852, to the amount of $657 34 
Of which cash and cash articles $565 57 
Dry goods, &c., . = 91°77 
a 657 34 E 
In August, 1852, to the amount of: $724 43 
Of which cash and cash articles $692 11 
_ Dry goods, &c., . © 32 32 
724 43 i 
Total, | $2,347 58 
RECAPITULATION, 
Amount cash and cash articles $2,125 62 


= € dry goods, &c. 221 96 2,347 58 
Qn the 5th of August, 1852, it appears i 
+ that S. A. J. Haynie executed the 
note of 8. G. Haynie & Co., to ©. L. ~ eo 
McGehee, payable at. one day, for ` $3,257 00 
Which was paid as follows : . 


mee e 


- 
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To ©. L. McGehee, in KUR: 1852, 
after the’ éxecution of said note, by 
cash, cash articles, dry: goods, &., ~ 

-To M. ‘Dechaumes, 

To Q. J. Nichols, McGehee’s adminis- 

+. trator and successor, as follows : 

In Sept., 1852, cash and cash-articles, 

` Dry goods, &c., 

In Oct., 1852, cash and eash articles, 

: Dry goods, &c., 

In Nov., 1852, cash and cash articles, 

. Dry goods, 

Tn Dec. 91853, cash and cask articles, 
“Dry goods, "&e., 

In Jan, 1853, cash and. cash articles, 
Dry goods, ‘&e., 

In Feb., 1853, cash and cash articles, °° 
Dry soods, We, 

f Total, 
RECAPITULATION, 

Dry goods by MoCchee, 

Cash and cash articles by:McGehee, 

Dry goods.by Nichols, 

Cash and cash articles by Nichols, 

RECAPITULATION. 
Dry goods by McGehee and Nichols, 
- Cash and cash articles by McGehee and 
Nichols, 
: Total trade of both: McGehee and Ni- 
*) chols, to Feb., 1853, inckusive, is . 
Q. J. Nichols’ credits to Feb., 1853, in- 
clubive, are : 
Of which $2,447.64 is an assumption 
by him of the note for $3,257 execut- 
ed by Haynie & Co. to C. L. McGehee. 
. In March, 1853, Q. J. Nichols’ trade was 
` In cash and cash articles, — 

Dry goods, 

‘In April, 1853, cash and ‘cash. articles, 
Dry goods, 

oo Jn May. 1853, cash and cash articles, 
Dry goods; :. 


i o 
$ 724-48 >a. 
1,000 00 
vf 
$383 30 >} 
55 07 $438 37 
$427 82 "+ 9} 
108 37 536 19 
9996 35 - ci 
382 51 _ 1,378 86 
100. 59° 309 70 
$307 20. ~ Q 
' ‘45 18 -352 38 
$417 41` g 
62 65 480106 
$3,495 56 
B 221 96. S: « 
2,125 62 2 347 58 
$ 754 37 
2,741 19 3495 56 
$ ‘976 33 
4,866 81 
$5, 84314 
$2, 972 ‘09 
- $351 86 - ii 
135 43. . 487 29 
- 8353-57 
80 50 434.07 
, 92,258 39. 
5 ‘167 46 2,495 39 
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In June, 1853, cash and cash articles, - t- $243:46-° . -7 

Dry goods, E $0 28. 323 74 
. In July, 1853, cash and cash articles, . $180 03` > 

i Dry goods, - 10:49 . .190%52 

In August, 1853, cash and cash articles $448 25. F 
Dry goods, ~ 50 93 .499 18 

In Sept., 1853, cash and cash articles, - $4400 °°~| 3 
“Dry goods, - ‘35 41 PBU 

In Oct, 1853, cash and cash articles, $1,064 10 a 
y Goods, 16 85 1,080 95 


In Nov. 1853, cash and. cash articles, $210 -92 

7. Dry go 117 94 328 86 
In Dec., 1853, cash and casharticles, © $102 54 

t. -Dry goods,- 44 73 .. 147 ‘27 
Q. J. Nichols: -credits from Ist March, 1853, to January ist, 

‘4854, are as follows : 


In March, 1853, by N. S. Rector, $1,500 00 
- In May, 1853, by cash, 1,700 00 
cash lots, block Ay 99 66 
= 373 66 
“ June, 1853, by i 1,500 00 
“ Rept., 1853, by cash, — . 500 00. 
s i 1853, “by Shanties and Vestry `. 
650 00 
R Deh, 1853, by cash lot, Div. .E, - 100 00 6 493 "92 


Nore :—By “cash articles” is meant such articles ag Tany 
` groceries and others, at cost prices. 


By “dry goods” is meant all goods. upon which there wap a 
profit charged. 
The foregoing figures ‘have been made by me from an eža- 
z «mination of McGehee’ s, and from Nichdls’ e with §. 
sf Hayne & Co., as shown from their books. iin 
‘ E. E - N. ©. RAYMOND. 


IE ‘a 


ee 


A. H. Cooks. seein mA 8. G. Ha ynie £ Go on My GC. 
i- Raymond: - 

ee H. Geok-dealt with S. G:Haynie. A'O as dheis books 
*“tpHow: $6 0 2 2 2 Ge 

In the monthcof May, 1852;:- owe Tr „ÁIGSIA5 
v: „Cash ahd gash articles, STIGER: oer 


a “Dry Bods. = as 49 IT oo ve 
= 166°45° a 
June, cash pil bash articles, $24 77 
Dry goods, 85 36 ° 
—s 110 13 ; 
. Whole dealings, 110 13 | 
‘July, _ 919213 i 
Cash and cask articles, $71 45° o R 
Dry goods, os 50 65 — 4l. 
é 122 13 
‘August, » $72°18 
Gash and cash articles, i ` $46 23 a 
Dry goods, 95°95 
Lee 7218 > 
“September, — . S $702*92 
Cash and cash ‘articles, so 8678 52. l 
Dry a 24 40 
r 702 92, 
October, E : $405°29 
Cash aad cash articles, = $329 46- 
Dry F 75 83 
i . 405 29 a 
November, ; 972242 
Cash and cash articles Soo $520 50° > 
Dry god 191 92 
. 2 722 42 
“December, 7 . gieta 
Cash and cash articles, $490 35., a 
Dry gooie 74 09 
A 264 44 
Ne =Jamany, o O geg2a9 
Cash anà cagh“articles, ee S190 22 
Dry goods, ” O21 7: = a 
eae 282 39 F 
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Fe bruary ‘$1,415. 18 
Cash and cash articles, $1,249 85 ` 
Dry goods, 165 33 
i F415 18 
Watch, 105 00 
1,520 18 7 
. March, $206 89 
"Gash and cash articles, $183 40. 
Dry goods, ` 2349 
i 206 89. 
> April, $1,388. 64 
Cash and cash articles, $1,354 8&8 . 
Dry goods, 33 81 
Pi 1,388 64 
May, $1,994 52 
| ‘Gash and cash articles, - $1,874 15 
Dry goods, "1290 37° 
© 1,994 52 
June, $393 88 
Cash and cash articles, $322 04 
Dry goods, =a 71 84 
i 393 88 
N diy $366 22 
~ Cash and cash articles, $300 79 f 
Dry goods, (65 43 0 
366 22 - 
_ August, . $278 67 
Cash and cash.articles, $215 82 — 
Dry goods, 62 85 
278 67 . 
. Beptember, ` — $377 46 
_ Cash and cash articles, $357 25 2. 
Dry goods, a a”) 2) ee 


377 46 


ro o 


Amount cash and cash articles, l 7 l $8,026 25 
Amount dry goods, : 1 1233 50 


mination of A. H. Cook’s account. with N. G. Haynie & Tot 
as shown fr om their books. 
N. ©. RAYMOND. 

“Phe credits to which A. H. Cook i is entitled, are as ONONE 
1852.—July, merchandize, $ 0 
«September, cash, ) ` 1,000 00 
Ka Dec., merchandize and cash, © 1,157 40 2,164 40 
1853,.—F eb, 92, by error J ohnson and | 


Leonard, 45 92 

Cash, '  * 4,240 00 

ct March 21, merch’ze and cash, 1,552 10 
«April 6, ee s 1,401 00 4,239 02 

Total of Cook's account, extra i the 

house trade, is $9,259 75 
Total credits are 6, 403 42 
-> Q 856 33 
Deduct dry oa T 233 50 
i 1,622 83 


Showing: that S. G. Haynie & Go. actually advanced. 

$1, 622.83, in cash and cash articles, up to the date of the sale 

E of Haynie’ s dwelling house to Cook, more than was returned 
| by Cook, in the “nature of loans.” 


C 


| Comptroller's statement of the time John Brandon was paid 
| for plan. 
“COPY.” 


| Stare or Texas—To Jonn BRANDON, Dr. 


| For drawing a plan of State Capitol, as adopted by 
| the Commissioners under the provisions of an act 


| of the Legislature, approved Feb. 14, A99 $500 00 
| Approved March 22d, 1852. 


(Signed JAMES G. SWISHER, l Com’s for the: ereo- 
oa 8 my 8. G. HAYNIE, tion State Capitol 
1 


The foregoing figures have been’ niade by me, Rom aa exa, 
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Received payment i in full of the within account from Mesara 
Haynie and Swisher, Commissioners. —$500 00. 
March 22d, 1852. . (Signed) JOHN. BRANDON, 
CoMPTROBLER’S OFFICE, 
Austin, July Ist, 1856. 
I, George J. Durham, Chief Clerk Comptroller's Office, do 
hereby certify that the above is a correct copy of the original 
account and receipt now on file in this office. 


~~~ ,:  . Given under my hand with the seal of the 

S. t l Comptroller's Office attached, day aad 
woe date above written. 

GEORGE J. DURHAM, C. C. Comp’s Office. 


Original a demand of MeGehes and Moore for the $5,500 00. 
Austin, May 7th, 1852. 
Messrs. Swisher and Haynie, 
Genis: —I herewith submit an estimate of work done and 
materials furnished for the State House,-up to date, for which 
I desire your warrants on the Treasury, yiz: 


Oùtlay in provisions, tools, &e., $1,500 06 
Finding lumber, building lime houses, &e., x 300 00 
For getting up, ‘hauling, £ and sawing faced ‘stone, 2,400 00. 
Rough stone delivered, SG "600 00 
Sand, lime, water, &c., .200 00 
Work on columns, 500 00 

$5,500 00 

McGEHEE & MOORE. 


= 


= 


Amount drawn by Cook and Brandon to date f new contract, 


Amount contract öf Cook-& Brandon, . - . $27,600 00 
Amt. drawn by them "p to date of new ca = 300 00 


l G a F l a a 

Demand of James H. Gillespie, at the final ai of. the 
_ stałe of. C. La Me Getee.-4 >: 

‘-Cemimissioners for’ State Capitol to deheb & Moore” 

To amount of work done and completed, -- $39,528 00 
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do. do. do, material in rock furnished and work 


_ én same not put üp, l 7,000 -00 
“ one lime house, i =. "65 00 
“ one  * 200 00 
w 3 houses with. 7 rooms, &c., and pans and 

kitchen furniture, 1,500 60 

“ 12 cross cut saws, 
“ stone hammers, chisels; crowbar, &e., 160 00 
« 1 small rock wagon,... 50 00 
“ 75 barrels lime—70 cents, - 52 50 
:* 25.000 feet of plank and scantling—$4 00, 1,000 00 
« “Cedar poles for scaffolding, 250. 00 
í ropes, . , l a 180 00. 
“ 1 iron pulley, 15 00 
$50,000 50 


> By amount received. 


PE IREE 


G 


Doyles Estimate, which he “Zefi Jor Haynie, and heard ha 
got it.” 
Calculation of the quantity of cut stone at the 
Capitol. .The front rusticating 1,680 feet at 
$1 00 per foot, $1,680 00 
Back and two enda—3, 840 feet at 50 cts p. foot, 1,920 00 
1,288 perches of rough mason work, at $5 00 p. 6,440 00 


“$10,040 00 
Extras are included on front, back and end, (below 
the water table.) 


RÆ Material on the ground here at present is 
estimated at ae 8,000 00 


1 des 
$18,040 00 
146 perches of vongh work, at $5 007 p. =; 73000 


$18,770 00 
- NB —This a ig m corre nit 
MEB DOYLE. 
I received the above: ‘calculation from, James Doyle, Buper- 
intendent. ` ` : 8. G. HAYNIE: 


cy aid ye he o- 
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ESTIMATE -...... 


And Statement for Walls and Arches of the Basement Story 
: -of the State Capitol. 


Extra Worx: Front wall, rusticated work ; to execute 
this work so as to make the embellishments s expected forthe or- 
Hament of the edifice : 

“The most accurate symmetry was necessary and 
- thus requiring much mechanical labor, as well 
as much wasted material estimated at one - f 
dollar a foot, deducting the sawed stone faced, ° 7> 
as per contract 124 feet long, by 11 feet high, 1,3 364 00 
3 faced walls (outside,) intended by contract to ` 
-bé rubble masonary, but by order of the Com- 
‘missioners having been built of smooth faced - 
rock, deducting rubble masonary estimated at 
-TST a foot, thus 225 feet long by 14 feet six 
inches high, 2262 feet, : < 4,696 00 
20. horizontal self-supporting arches over the win- 
dows, by contract and specifications were to be 
built with lintel 6 feet 6 inches in length, 14 
inches high, and 7 inches wide; the import- 
ance of deviating from the specification by 
adopting the haces arches is thus, lintel of 23 
that length bearing only on 14 inches at each . ` 
+ “end on a bed of 7 inches wide, thus leaving 5 o7 
feet 4 inches of unsupported space over the — 
“window frame, could not bear the,pressure of 
the wall above it, inasmuch as the position it 
:  ogcupies on the opening of the window, by its 
stratified: formation render such lintel “unfit to. 
= sustain any pressure, but in many instances 1t_ 
is hardly strong enough to bean-its - own 
weight, then by the self-supporting arches 
each stone composing the arch by their respec- ` 
tivé diwision and geometrical construction 
>: ‘honded together by their united strength, 
¿a . to support the wall,-as-the more they are 
“” * loaded the stronger the arch is, for the ‘rock,’ 
- þy the mode it is worked out, ' could neither 
`  expoliate nor break, estimated. at $70. apiece, 
cc cubic feets), : 
-PORTICO BASEMENT. STORY: - > ss 
“The piers supporting the fourcolumns, byspeci- `.. 
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fication were to be of rubble “masorg: 7; the 
necessity of binding -these piers with large 
čz .solid rock, and by course, asto bond the whole 
in a solid . mass, was. that the heavy pressure 
which concentrate on dne point, 3 feet 6 inches 
: » he diameter of the columns, also an altitude 
14 feet G inches from the pavement. 
Phe rubble masonry, it will easily be perceived, 
would have been altogethér madequate to sup- 
port the weight of the columns, aswell of the en- 
*.- tablature resting upon them, the weight of 
both being over. fifty tons, under this pres- 
sure the rubble masonary, by its innumerable . 
beds of mortar ‘and its unbending construction 
would to a great extent have settled down, 
and the effect produced by this cause would 
trace on the whole entablature. such’ bissures 
. and crashes, capable to prostrate down the 
- -portico itself. The estimate for this work, 35 
+. . feet long, 14feet6 incheshigh and 6 feet wide, = 
3042 cubic feet, at 75cts per cubic foot, 2,283 00 
The growing arches under the portico and pas- 
sages, made-of large stone worked on a geo- 
-metrical stereotomy principle, in order that 
each rock springing ever the arched part, will 
according to its position on the walls and 
arches bending to a common centre, by this 
construction their united strength bonding all 
arches as a solid mass at the keys, and by 
i: e their connection give to the walls thatanpport 
them a resisting power.that could not be ob- _ , 
tained had not this mode. of construction been 
xX -. adopted; but by it the walls derive from the > 
arches themselves. additional strength and ` a 
a lasting solidity. 0 ‘ ee 
THEIR PRICE : The growing arches’ under the 
portico’s length, 34 féet by 9 entradas curyi- 
ture, with two penetrations 306 superficial feet, 
bs at $2 a foot, 612 00 
: he arch connecting the main wall between the 
- two columns, 13 feet from penetration keys to 
n. _ „keys and (9) nine feet of curvature, 4 pene- 
= > tration, 107 féet at Ba foot,’ ’ = 321 00 
-The arch between the main walls and the en- 


ay 
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trance dopr;20 by 8-feet` with. a curvature of oi 

12 feet and 4 penetration; 240 superficial feet SE 

at $2 a foot, - ` 480 00 
The arch above the entrance door,. 5 foet.: ‘by 1. 

feet curvature, 50 superficial: feet with” two 


penetrations, at $3 a foot, .. - -I50 00 
For 8 stone smoothed fire place ehuney at $50 ~: i 
each a piece, 40000 


For 3 horizontal arches, TA outwall, each 
10 42 feet, 64 2-6.62 feet 6 inches cubic feet, .-: 
at $2 a foot for the three, - 375 00 
Two arches supporting. the ‘two traversal inside 
walls in rubble masonry, but well dressed, a 
regulate rock so as to make it so substantial 
as to be sufficiently strong to bear a wall 
forty feet high uponits. extrados, including the i 
fountation, estimated at $150 a piece, 300 00 
-For the grouting of 12 courses at $40 a course, 480 00- 


Total amount for extras or the basement story, $9,861 00 


Respectfully submitted, by : 
M. DECHAU MES, 
Architect and Superintendent for Contractors, 
To Hon. James G. Swisher, & Saml, G. Haynie, 
Commiss, State Capitol building. 
ESTIMATE OF WORK DONE FOR BASEMENT STORY. 
Outside walls 450 feet long, m 14 feet 6 and 2 feet 
6 inches wide, 16, 312 cubic feet faced stone ” 
and rubble masonry at $1 a foot, $16,312 00 
Inner walls, four passage traversal wails, altogether 
380 feet long, 14 feet 6 inches high, by 2 feet 
wide, 10, 800 cubic feet at 50 cents, 5;400 00 
For 8 partition walls dividing the Committee 
Rooms, each 31 feet long, altogether 248 feet, 
by 14646 and 18 ‘inches wide, 5,394 cnbic 


fet at 50 cents afoot, `- . 2,697 00 
l | $24,409 00 
Amount from the ẹxtra work, 9, 861 00 


nel 


Total amount for the basement story, $34,270 00 


($3 


Beconp Story: The outside walls, 43 courses 


of faced and smooth stone are nearly finished, 
also all: ‘the window sills, those three courses, 

ing the whole thickness of the wall, 450 
by 4 feet high and 2 feet 4 inches wide, 
4,200 cubic feet at $1 25 a foot, 


Notz—tThis valuation is taken as a minimum 


from this to the point of the entablature and 
according to its height, for the latter at the 
top of the cornices “could not be built for less 


„than $1 75.a cubic foot, owing to the time _ 
“necessary to raise so heavy stone at this height 
- and the very expensive process of rigging and 


heavy building scaffolds. 
Total amount of work done, - 
Respectfully submitted by 


$5,258. 00 


$39, 528 00 


M. DECHAUMES. 
Architect and Superintendent for Contractors, 


Austin, June 27th, 1853. 
To Hon. James G. Swisher and Samuel G. Haynie, t 


Commissioners of the State Capitol building, 


To amount brought forward, $39,528 00 


To materials in rock furnished and work on same, 


not put up, 

1 lime house, 

t c6 - cc ; 

3 houses with 7 rooms, bedding, and kitchen 
furniture, l 

12 cross cut saws, 

stone hammers, chisels, crowbars, &c., 

1 small rock wagon, 

75 barrels lime, at 70 cents, 

25,000 feet of plank and scantling, at $4 per 
hundred feet, 

cedar poles for scaffolding, 

ropes, 


- one iron pulley, — 


1852. 


June 7, by warrant c on mean oy, $5,500 00 


7,000 00 
65 00 
200 00 


1,500 00 
60 00 
100 00 
50 00 
52 50 


1,000 00 
250 00 
> 180 00 
15 00 


$50,000 50 
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July 5, do. do. . do. do 7,500 00 
August2, “ “.-*« as 7,500 00 20,500 00 
Oct. 4, cc ct s c6 5:000 00 
e O e e 3950 00 28,750 00 
Nov. 1, ke <4 <4 £4 1,600 00 ` 
Dec. 6 “ “o «& «& 3.000 00 
1853. 
Jan. 3, ms na ss j 2,500 00 
© Feb. 7, “o “sou & 2500 00 


9, to balance due McGehee and 


Moore, . a 11,650 50 50,000 50 
Feb. 9, to balance above brought down, ' $11,650 50 


Approved for eleven thousand six hundred and. fifty dollars 


: sand fifty cents, to be paid out of appropriation, for the erection 


of State Capitol, under the provisions. of an Act approved 
February 14, 1852, to be paid to McGehee & Moore, contrac- 


- -tors; ‘&c.; the work done, and materials furnished as above 


specified, having been by. them performed and furnished; ~ 
e JAMES G.. SWISHER, 
8. G. HAYNIE,. . 
Commissioners, 
Austin, A. D. 1852. . 
Jous Branpon—to §.'’G. Haynie & Co. a: 


' 1852. 
June 1. To one yard Irish linen, a 88, 88 
2. “ cash §9,—3d, cash $5, 14 00 
, ©" 4 © lbot. wine, a $1.—5th, fine = 
vest, a $4, 5 00 F 
i « 5. “ 1 silk cravat, a 50 cts, cash 
x $35, E 35 50 i 
i “ 9, © 2 pr. pants, $6.62, ~6 62 ` : 
“12. “ cash $5, do. $15, do. $10, 30:00..° 
“15. “ 2 twig whips, a $1, 2-00: ` 
z 6 17. “ cash $5,—18th, cash $3, 8 00 N 
ı “2L “ 6 qu. ledger, $6, 6 00 , 
¿> . “22, “ cash $5, do. $2, 700 2, 
“29, cash $50,—30th, do. $7.25, 5725 172 25 
ça July 1. “ 1 Ib. almonds, @ 25 cts., cash 
oT $10,1 pr. white gloves,a$1.25 11 50 
“ 1. “ cash $5.25, do. $2.50, 7 75 
« 2. © 1 coat, a $3,—3d, 4 boxes E 
- matches, a10.ets., _- 3 40 ash 
“ 5, “ I pr. stirrups, & $2, -2 0 ` 
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July 6. To 1 horse, 
7 C $ ‘qu. blotting paper, a 40 


te ees 10, 


{a 


ce: 


~ po 


ce. 


<4 


m 


cts„—-9th, 1 pr. boots, $9, 
cash $5, —12th, one buggy 
whip, @ 92, 

l pr. bie butts, a 20 cts., 1 
doz. screws, œ 10 cts., | 

1 pr. fine boots for Galhoun,. 
a $9, 

11 doz. 3 screws, a 10 cts., 
4 fine shirts, & $3.25,—one 
handkerchief, 


. Tol melon, a 30 cts.,—20th, 


‘riding whip, a $1, 

A bunch cigars, a 10 cts.,— 
28th, 1 fine hák f, a $5. 75, 
1 bunch cigars, @ 10 cts., 
"2° melons, a 10 cts., 1 do., 
a 10 cts., 


cash $4, 10th, bunch ci- 


gars, a 10 cts., 

~ cash $10, do. $17, —14th, 17 
cigars, a 5 cts., 85 cts., 
cigars, a 10 cts. "18th, 2 pr. . 
socks, 225, oilcloth, a$i. 124, 
1 buggy and harness, 

lpr. pants, a $2. 50, 6 cigars, 
80 cts., 

cash 20 cts: 28th, 11b. blk. 
lead, a25 cts, , Lbot. ‘oil, a 624 


cash $L 50, cash $10, 


; cash, 


cigars, 30 cts.,—7th, cash 
$100, “8th, ‘cash $13, = 
1 spade, a $i, cigars, 10 cts., 
—13th, 1 pr. boots, a $6,’ 

1 bunch ` cigars, 
(14th, cigars; a 10 cts., “Gish, 
50 cts. 


_ 2e"pr. socks, a 25: N 1 pr: 


- " shoes, œ $5. 50, : 


drawers, a $1, bash 


a8 cts, — 


27 85 


1 75 
200 00 


2 80 


1 08 


3 45 
11 50 
5 00 
113 30 


7 10 


7 “Teo 


6- 00 


, 
aH 


163 40 


=x, 
x s 


253 93 
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. To cigars, a 15 cts. 204, 5.. — 


plugs tobacco, $2,. g 150 aa 
“1 pr. martingales, a $1,4- gre 
23d, 1 cravat, a $2. i -@ 325. 1838 40 
. «© Ub. candles, a 50 cts., . .. 50 
. “© 1 pr boots, 2.89, - .- ,9 00 9. 50 
. © cash $2.50, —8th, 1 pr pants, or 
a $9.85, Ý hat, a $5,. I7 35. 


“ 1 doz. Cigars, ‘a 50 cts., 30 = 
lbs. rope, a 234 cts., $7. 05, 7. 55. 


. “© 1 pocket knife, a $2. 50,. ..- 2-50 
. © 1 bunch cigars, ` l 1 25 
. “ cash $1, 1 nail brush, a 75 cts. 1°75 z 
. To 1 doz. cigars, a 50 cts., 50 a 
. “< 10 cigars, a 50 cts., 324, 1 

box mottoes, a 25 cts., 75 


“ 10 cigars, a 50 ets., I pr. blk. 

kid gloves (Calhoun) 281, 50, 2 00 : 
“¢ 1 doz. cigars, . 60 oo 
“ cash $1.50, cigars, 25 cts., 1 75 
. “ 5 cigars, a 25 cts. —29th, 
cigars, a 75 cts., (error of 


25 cts.,) TS 

“ 1 ball soap, a 38 cts.,.1 quire = at 
paper, œ 30 cts., 68) 37 33 

“ 1 doz. cigars, a 50 cts.,-—2d, 
1 bridle. bit, a $1. 50,0 2 00 

2 oe Ib candles, a 50 cts.; 7a 50 

« paid black boy, 50 cts., pag 
Farr, $39, 39 50 

“ J doz. cigars, a 50 cts., cash — 
-$15, (Coddell,) 15 50 

$: cash, 3 50. 

“cash paid Hagner, $27.50, ‘ 
cigars, a 25 cts.,. 27 7 


“ cigars, a25 cts. „= Sth, Wwe 
ett, a 50 cts. 10 cigars, 50cts, . . 1 25 
a 12 cigars, , > 50 
“ 2 pr. 4 hose, a-25 cts, 1 pr. 
suspenders, a 38 cts., cigars, 


a. 25 cts., | 1 13 
“cigars, @ 25 cts., cash paid > 
H. H. Haynie, $20, "20 25 


Lay 
“ 


paid Biday $5, cash: $2, 700 


cé 
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.16. To cigars, a 50 cts.,—~18th, can- 
‘dy, 39 cts., cigars, 25 cts., 


cigars, 

1 pr. blankets, $6.50, cigars, 
50 cts.,, 

1 pr. blankets. $6.50, cash $1, 
cash $3, 1 hdkerchief, $2. 50, 
1 gold pencil, $6.50, 1 box 
glass, 12 by 18, 87.00, 

cash, 


cigars, 25 cts., 2 toys, for $4, 


1 pr. drawers, pr. Hill, $1, 
I basket, $1. 25, I fine castor, 


“$7, 1 set spoons, $7, 


< I set knives and forks, $15, 


1 set cups and saucers, $1.10, 


‘1 set plates, $1, 2 dishes, a 


75-cts., 1 sugar bowl, $1, 

i large spoon, 38 cts., 1 

dipper, 50 cts., 

i doz. tumblers, $2, 1 set 

dinner plates, $1.25, 

l pitcher, 75 ets, 1 cream 

pot, 50c. lpr. c, sticks, $1.50, 
I steak dish, $2, 2 sets ‘dishes, 


-œ 25 cts., 


1 molasses can, 63 cts., 1 pr. 
steelyards, 75 cts., 

1 lb. sperm candles, 63 cts., 
5 cigars, 63 cts., 2 locks, one 
a $4, one a $1, 


--1 bot. ink, 13 ots., 


1 barrel plaster Paris, $10, 
cigars, 25 cts., 
l pr. shoes to ‘Dan, $1.50, 


cigars, 25 cts., paid Johnson 
$7.60, 
1 pr. L. shoes, $2,—6th, 1 


-pocket book, 50 cts., : 
1 pr. kid gloves, $1. 50, —S8th, 


` 1.pr, pants, $8,75, 


cigars; 25 cts. pd. T. McKean 
$4.75, 


1 05 
25 


7 00 
7 50 


5 50- 


13 50 
3 00 


5.25 
15 25 
1610 
3 50 

88 


325 


2 75 
2 50 


1 38 
63 


5 75 
13 


10 25 
1 50 
7 85 
2 50 
10. 25 


5 00° 


130 18 


‘ 
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Jan. 10. To cigars, 25 cts..— 11th, cigars, -: 
25 cts., 50. 


© J2, & TOdbs. nails, a 9 cts. —13th, 3 
8 prs. putts, a, 20 ets., .— 2 50 


14, “ cigars, 25 cts. —L5th, 1 bas- 
ket, 75 cts. —1 7th, 3 locks 


and screws,a $1, ~ 400 >- 
“ 18. “ 16 Ibs. hand irons, æ 124 cts., - 
—21st, 1 lock, @ $1, 3 00 


wae 1 pr. pants, $2, 75, 24th, i 
cash, $10,—25th, 1 lock, 15e. 12 90 i 
26. paid Sadler, 4 00 52 50 
Feb. 5. To 1 pr. shoes, $1.50,—7th, to- mS fas 
bacco, 10 cts. I pr boots, $s, 9 60 
2. a Q yards towelling, a 374 cts., 


1 pr. blankets, $6.50, 7 25 
& «& 20% yards curtain calico, a 
18 cts., 3 69 7 
“15. “ cash, 24 00 44 54 
Mar. 7. “ credit on note of E. Church, 29 62 29 62 
1852. 
May 19. “ 2 pr. white pants, a $5, 10 00 
« 22, “ 11b. shots, 15 cts. —27th, 6 
` pr. cot. 4 hose, æ 30 cts., 1 95 
£ 28. “ 2 pr. drawers, a $1. 50, 2 qur. 
paper, a 374 ots., 3 75 
fe a a I box wafers, 10 cts., cash ' 
$30, 30 10 
“« 31. “ cash pr Calhoun, $20, 1 pr. 
pants, $5, 25 00 
ce «o T bridle, $2, martingales, 75 . 
di - cts., l blanket, $1, 3 75 i 
«oe a Y lbs, rope, a 25 cts., 175 76 30 
rs —« §E213 ST 
CONTRA OR. : 
1852. 
5 July 6. By 8. G. Haynie’s note, 170 50 
1853. l 
Jan. 18. By 1 pr. pants returned, l 8 75 
“ « « 1 lock returned, i 1 00 
Feb. 10. “ Cook & Brandon, ae | 000° 00 81, 180 25 


C 3 ` Bal, dis se 4 $33 s 32 
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About $200 of the foregoing account i is for dry goods—the 
balance cash, and cash articles. 
COMPTROLLER’S Orricz, Austin, July 22, 1856. - 
| I certify that the drafts drawn by the late Commissionerd | 
| dor the erection of the State Capitol, were signed by them; 
| with their own proper signatures, with both of which I am 
well acquainted, as appeared upon the examination of each of 
said drafts, now on file in this office; to the best of my know- 
ledge and belief. 
Given under my hand, the date above written. _ 
GEORGE J. DURHAM, 
_Chief Clerk Comptroller’s Office. 


‘ MEMORIAL OF E. KIRK IN EGS? TO FURNISHING CAPITOL. 
AUSTIN, Jan. 7, 1856. 
To the Hon. H. P. Bee, 
” Speaker of the House of Léepresentatives : 

The undersigned most respectfully begs leave to make 
known to you, and the Honorable body over whom you so em- 
inently preside, the following confession or manifesto, hoping 
| that it may be deemed allowable to be read by the Clerk of 

the House, also by the Clerk of the Senate. 
| The object of asking this indulgence is to disabuse ihe 
| minds of the people, in regard to the recent official acts of 
| your humble servant, to-wit: “that he made by his commis- 
| sion.” ‘This impression is caused only by out-door rumor} 
| not supported by a single witness, or proof. Your humble- 


m servant has recently been very diligent in his efforts to trace 


Í those rumors to an origin, without success. Consequently, he 
E is at a loss how to meet and rebut these prevarications, well 

| and evidently calculated to effect his ruin, except by this state- 
£ ment accompanied: by the following challenge. - peer 
E submitted. 

+ Your humble servent defies any and all persons to contra- 
s dict by proof any statements herein made or to prove that hig 
| acts in connection with the State or otherwise, have been ther ` 
f than honest and upright. If any there be who caki prove 
f aught to the contrary or give the author of those slanders, let 
: come forward and state facts above-board, and adduce the 
| proof. Ifa man is deprived of his character, there. is “ that 
| which stares him in the face more awful than poverty.” .. 

E In August, 1852, your humble servant had the honor to re~ 
| ceive from His Excellency, Governor P. H: Bell, a commission 
$ to purchase the Fixtures and Furniture desired for the New 
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Cap itol of Texas. He entered into an agreement to perfoim 
that duty for the sum of one thousand dollars. He was under 
the impression that it could be accomplished in five months, 
when twelve months was found to be necessary. 

Tho first duty required of Kim by the Execitive was tò 
write a schedule or inventory of every article needed, and tò 
annex the probable cost of each article in Philadelphia or New 
York; he did so, and accompanied it with an exact drawing 
and description of the “veritable chair and desk alloted to each 
member as now produced.” The price put down in the schedule 
for thè desk ‘was $50, and for .the chair $25, each; they now 
come at $45 for the fiy st and $20 for the latter. Again, for a 
chandelier, (one for the House and one for the Senate) $1000 
each. ‘The identical article as per first description, is here pro- 
duced for $550 each. Your humble servant was instructed by 
the Executive to visit on his way North and East, at least three 
Capitols or State. Houses, and to examine the furniture, and to 
keep him—the Executive—advised of his so doing, He did 
šo, and visited for this purpose the following named Capitols: 
Montgomery, Raleigh, Richmond, Washington City, Harris- 
burg, Trenton and Boston, snd he asserts, without fear of con- 
tradiction, that the furniture now in the Capitol of Texas is 
far superior to that found in either of the Capitols above 
named. It is far superior to that at the Metropolis, which 
has been in use some seventeen years, and is not probable 
what would be bought now. The writer claims to be an hnm- 
ble mechanic, and therefore capable of judging of mechauism, 
and is willing to venture the opinien that there is no hetter 
furniture in any public building on the continent uy America. 
Yét, some one has been pleased to call it trumpery ! 

- Your humble servant went to Lowell for carpet, but was 
told at the manufactory that his order could not be filled in 
less than a year; was therefore compelled to buy from a mer- 
thant. He visited the furniture manufactorvies in Boston, New 
York and Philadelphia, and gave the mechanics of the latter 
place thé preference for good and substantial work, 

. After seeking all the information he could, ag:to where to 
buy the cheapest and ‘the best, lie waited at Philadelphia 
some weeks, and ‘a letter was received’ from: the Executive, 
stating that he had no further instructions to.give, evidently 
putting him back on his own, his first schedule, to ‘which, le has 
mainly adhered. Permit më to say that this origitial: schedule, 
when completed, was submitted to the Executive for exdimina- 
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tion, alteration or corréction,” After thé élapse of four days it 

was returned; it was examined closely for marginal notes, ex~ 
actments and commients; it comprises sixteen closely, written 
pages, . Nota mark, save one. by the Comptroller. -Ana 
propriation had been made thereon for a bell, designed for the 
cupola, this was marked unnecessary, (J: B. 8): All things 
being arranged for my departure; And on my taking leave 
ef ‘the Executive; to his praise be it spoken ; “ we think,” 
gays he, “we have chosen the right mah, and we think he will 
d6 better without instruction than with it!’ This happy re- 
mark ‘had its eff2ct—it brought all my energy into action. As. 
thie apprentices boy once said, he was well used, for he was used 
all the time! Previous to starting, I was paid one-half of my 
salary, $500, and also took with me $3000, and when the time 
canie thatit was weeded in Philadelphia, I-drew three drafts 
on the Treasury here, two for six thousand and one for five 
thousand dollars, having the space of a mouth between the 
geveral dates thereof, and as the money came to hand it was 
depositéd in the Bank of Pennsylvania, in Philadelphia, thus 
showing that $20,500 was all of the appropriation I ever had, 
ùüntil I arrived at Lavaca, when I.drew for $1,650 more, to 
pay the cliarter party, thus making the sum of $22,150; which 
my papers account for. As I paid my bills, I gave checks up- 
on the bank and those cheeks. are lifted and now accompany my 
bills, thus most certainly constituting a double voucher; every 
article bought was of the best materialand workmanship; about 
one-half, (say 75) of those painted arm: chairs, of necessity, 
were brought upon-the deck of the vessel exposed all the voyage 
to alternate sunshine and drenching of salt water, this caused 
the glued joints to give and then being brought from 
Lavaca to Austin-in open wagons, rendered them compara- 
tively useless. Your humble servant is willing, however, to 
take. back these or any other articles brought—wear.and tear 
being accounted for—if, in. the wisdom of the. Honorable 
Legislature, he aught todo so. The great variety and duat- 
tity of articles bought, will in a.-measirre account for. my very 
great outlay: “For instance, a Venitian Blind awas bought for 
every window in the building, sixty-two in number, thus sup- 
plying the Court room, Library-room, and all of the Commit- 
tée rooms.. Again, one ‘hundred ‘and thirty solid Mahogany 
désks ahd one hundréd ‘and fifty -ofithdse Mahogany, spring 
Beat atm chairs,some tenor twelye more thin ty actually nged- 
cd for the accommodation ‘of all the members of both Houses, 
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_Every article thought to be necessary, was bought, even 
down to water buckets, ladles, brooms, &c., a supply which'will 
last for years to come. If those furnaces could be put up, 
they wéuld contribute greatly to the comfort of the members ol 
the Legislature, as the dust, ashes, and interruptions attendant 
upon fire making would be altogether in the basement. They 
could be putinto complete operation. for one thousand dollats, 


By the tenure of the Charter party, I was obliged to give 
such loading as would cause the vessel to-be sea-worthy ; and. 
when the Captain saw the freight, he required twenty: ton ‘of 
pebble stone to putin first. I asked him if Anthracite coal, 
would answer; he said it would; so I had twenty tons of coal 
brought and put into the vessel at my own expense, and. also, 
had it landed at Lavaca at my own expense, not knowing, 
whether the coal would realize cost or not. [thought bèst to 
take the responsibility. On my arrival at Lavaca, Mi. Nash 
démanded possession of the Governmens freight, saying that he 
bad a.commission from the Executive to transmit it to Austin, 
where it would again be put into my possession.. I said, well, 
show me your anthority, and he replied he. had no written au- 
thority, and Ť therefore declined acceding to his propositions, 
which gave the gentleman great offence; and hence his ahi- 
mosity towards me. By the time he produced his authority, I 
had forwarded forty-three loads to Austin—then took the stage; 
and got here in-time to receive the first load; and myself and 
two sons continued to store it in Mr. Swenson’s second story 
warehouse until all was put in. And now for a little egotism: 
We learn in holy writ that a candid cofessionn is good for the 
soul. ‘The undersigned was born in York county, Penn., of 
parents who belonged to the respectable society of Quakers, 
and of which society he was a member until the time.of -his 
marriage—to effect this, he wandered frem the Society, ‘and 
thereby lost his membership. In 1831, he discovered-the art 
of:polishing Anthracite coal, and on applying to the Patent 
Office at Washington City, with my specifications drawh up.by 
Hon. Geo. M. Dallas, a patent was obtained for the exclusive 
privilege of manufacturing useful and ornamental articles mado 
of: Anthracite coal. In 1838, the Legislature’of Pennsylvania 
granted to your humble servant a charter (of 30 years duration) 
with the privilege of selling stock. to the amonnt of fifty thou- 
sand dollars, (50,000): Books. were opened atthe Exchange in 
Philadelphia, for this purpose; and a part of the stock. -sub- 
scribed tor. When the great crash and failure of that year took 
place, it stopped this manufacturing as it did many others.” It 
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was however afterward resuscitated. In 1849, he went to 
farmiingin - New Jersey, near Philadelphia; this was found “te 
be delightful, but not profitable. Trithe fall-of 1850; sold ont 
and made up his mind to come to Texas; and he bought two 
tracts of land in this State. Situated the one in Hays county; 
on the Bianco, and the other in McLennan county, on the main 
Bosque ; furs hich two tracts your humble servant paid $2,800 
—ne had owned another tract of four thousand acres in this 
State previens te £840, which tract he still owns. In Mareh; 
1953, he chartered the cabin of the schooner Wm. L. Datong 
Capt. Peter Hickman, loading at Philadelphia, by Levy Bl 
dvidse, Boq, and bound to Galveston aud Indianola, for the 
accommodation of himself, wife an i five children, &e.; and iat 
dua course of time, arrived at the latter port. This vessel was 
raid to be not only the largest, but the first vessel ever arrived 
thers with g strictiy temperance Captain, crew and passep gers: 
“On board this vessal your humble servant brought fire tons 
of fraight, consisting of supplies for his family, house-hold goods 
‘and farming utensils; this loaded three very large wagons, 
two of waich cam? to this city, and on: to Lockhari—iwo of 
thes? wars on tho passage from Indianola to the Blanco, six 
weeks without cover; and ere they arrived in this city, one 
bad had been allowed to romain top down for the space of one 
irh in a cr2ek of 3 foet water, and wh_n unloaded in Austin, 
a jury of inquiry to assess dam uz2s was called,—Mr, Bremond 
ad Mr. Brown. Thay awarded $212 dollars damages, biit 
ths texnsters had recived their pay at tha Blanso, in conse- 
$ quence of which fast they, nor their teams, could be made 
| liable for this two hundred ani twelve dollars damages, and 
f ithas nsver baen paid. Superior waeat flour of his own rais- 
Í ing or growing, thus brouzht, sold in this city for $2 the barrel 
| for pig feed. This, together with other domastic afflictions, 
| waghed heavily upon him. In 1852, your humbl? servant 
| was. taken by the hand by his Exzellency Governor Bell, and 
| 0a09 more mat forsh rojoicing. Jass previous t> his going 
| North with his comn'ssion, h> purchased the house which he 
| resides in, from Mr. Rice—it was then but a shell—-for 31,600, 
and gav3 his obligation for it, payable in 12 months, Whils 
| inthe North, he sold for cash two tracts of land, those whic 
| he had: bouzhs in Pailvdelphia in 185), in this State, as afora- 
| aud; with the proceeds of this sale he paid for the house be 
| izes in, and the balance was applied for the use of the Staté. 
| Again, he has held or owned aground rent deed, located and 
| wall as in the city of Philadelphia, since 1836, for 


x 
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$1,500. This, too, was invoked and engulfed ; he borrowed 
from Cornelius, Baker & Co., of Philadelphia, $500; this sútie, 
and his own note for $126, were given to the Insurance Com- 
pany of North America, in Philadelphia, to insure the govern- 
ment furniture, valued at twenty-five thousand dollars, from Phi- 
Iadelphia to Livaca, on board the schooner ©. H. Rodgers, 
Capt. Summers, (sse policy at 24 pr. cent.) to secure the pay- 
ment of the amonnt borrowed from C. & B. & Co., a mortgage 
r2sts upon my house and is now liable to be foreclosed. See 
record, A. B. McGill’s office, in this city. The lesser note 
of $126 is also yet unpaid. And from my present wife I have 
borrowéd a considerable ru n of money, which was given to her 
by her parents at Burlington, N. J.; this has caused heart-felt 
trouble. Never for a moment did your humble servant enter- 
tain an idea that there would be the least hesitency cn the 
part of this government to re-imburse:ycur humble servant, 
conscious, as he was, that he was doing his whoie duty in pro- 
found good faith and confidence. It is proper here to remark. 
that some ariicles were brought for his private use, end a few 
for R. Creuzbaur, Esq.; these articles were chiefly set apart by 
himself, at Lavaca, and put into a private warehouse with the 
nid of Mr. R. Parker, of the firm of Forbes & Co., with direc- 
tions that they should. remain until Mr. Creuzbaur sent his 
own wagon for them, but Mr. Parker shortly after died, and 
Mr. Nash, the agent, forwarded all by government wagcns, 
‘These articles would have probably loaded two wagens, and 
for which an allowance shculd be made to the credit of the 
State. The Executive told me I was allowed to bring, free 
of charge, a few articles for myself. ; 


The undersigned has been. for the last two years, compelled 
ġo live under the strictest rules of economy; selling for.a main- 
tenance, what could be best spared from his house-hold; doing 
entirely without a servant; his children barred the privilege cf 
schooling; and it is well known, in the neighborhood, his wife, 
the daughter of opulent parents, of Burlington, New Jersey, 
on account of her own money, given to her by her parents, 
having been used for, the benefit of the State, supports her- 
self with her needle. It was the full determination‘of your 
humble servant to have been limited by the amount. of twenty 
thousand dollars in Philadelphia, but who .could, foretell the- 
amount of incidental expenses? Who could havé been«inducell 

heve that the boxing, alone, of these goods would have 
cost seven hundred dollars; the insursnce, six hndred end 
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twenty-six dollars, the charter party $1,650; R. M. Forbes for 
lighterage, storage, &c., $800, the wagoners and the wagon 
commissioner, about $4800, Mr. Swenson, for storage 
$450; and add to this the salary of your humble ser- 
ent, one thousand dollars? Here will be found the round 
gum of ten thousand dollars. These items are matters of 
racord, and I think, will prove to be nearly. correct, if so, it 
willillustrate the magnitude of this mammoth purchase. Your 
humble servant declares that the foregoing statement is main- 
ly correct, and he challenges contradiction. Your humble 
servant therefore appeals to the clemency and honor of the 


Legislature of this, his adopted State, for an impartial and 


fair settlement of his accounts, as his means are exhausted: 
and his family in want. l 

He, therefore, humbly prays that there may be chosen 
from your honorable body, a select- committee, willing to in- 
vestigate and hear proof, and he, ia duty bound, will ever 
pray. 

I have the honor to be, respectfully, 

l Your obedient servant, 
l E. KIRK. 

On motion of Mr. Brown, report taken up, and Joint resolu- 
tions read lt time, and 200 copies of each report and accom- 
panying evidence ordered to be printed. 

Oa motion of Mr. Loexe the rule was saspended, and a bill 
fo permanently locate the county site of Newton county, taken 
up and Senate amendments concurred in. 


Mr. Ardrey, one of the Judiciary committee, reported a snb- 
stitute for a “bI to amend an act to define the times of hold- 
iny the District Courts in the 5th Judicial District, approved 
Mth February, 1554. > | ; 

Mr Ochiltree introduced a bill for the releif of Edgar Pal- 
lett; read ast and 2nd times, and referred to Judiciary com- 
mittee. z 

Mr. Norton offered the following Resolution: 
` Resolved, That the accompanying papers relative tothe ex- 
ecution of Charles Kinsley, and Vicente Castillo, by B. S. 
Roberts of the U. S. A., be referred to the committee on Fede- 
tal Relations, that the said committee hearand consider alt 
evidence properly brought before them, and may examme wit- 
nesses tunching the matter therein contained, and «hall report 
the result of their investigations to this House, by Juint Reso- 
lution, or otherwise--Adupted. oe ek 


* 
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-Mr. Randolph, Chairman of committee on Claims and Ac 
counts reports as follows : i 


Honorable H. P. Beep . pen 
g Speaker of the House of Representatives ; 

The committee on Claims and Accounts, to whom wag 
referred a Bill tor -the relief of James Landsing and the heirs 
and legal representatives of Dexter Watson, have had the sama 
under consideration, and instruct me to report the same back 
to the House and recommend its passage, with the following 
amendments: strike out the words “acconnting officers of 
the late Republic of Texas,” and insert “the Auditor and 
Comptroller of the State of Texas on the 3ist day of October, 
184s, No l3. class 3.4. Strike ont the word “about,” also strike 
out ©8410,” and insert 446” also strike out the words ‘made 
by those to Martin Palmer, Quartermaster of the Republic of 
Texas, and insert “furnished; report received. 

On motion ot Mr. Charlton, the rule was suspended, and a 
hill to provide for the investment of the Special School fundin 
Railroad Companies; taken up. 

Mr. Cleveland of Le, proposed to amend as follows: In the 
9th line of section T, strike out the word, “4? and insert 3d,” 
in 7th section and 7th line, strike out ced” aud insert “2d”; 
Adopted. , 

The question being on the final passage ot the bill, the yeas 
and nays were called fur, and the bill passed by the following 
vote: l 

Yuas.—Mesars. Speaker, Adrian, Bell, Bonner, Brown, Bur 
ress, Busby, Cleveland of B, Crabbe, Crosby, Dalrvinple, 
Dancy, Darden of O., Darden of G., Davis, Dickson ot R. R, 
Dickson of G, Dougherty, Ector, Ellison, Francis, Gaines, 
Galloway, Gay, Hale, King, Kittrell, Latham, Locke, Martin 
of L.. McMillin, McCtanahan, Merrick, Norton, Ochiltree, Par 
ker of A., Parker of T., Parsons, Pollock, Randolph, Reeves, 
Richardson, Rushing, Sayles, Selman, Shaw, Sheppard, Smitl 
of Harris, Smith of Harrison, Stedman, Tarlton, Throckmorton, 
Tompkins, Truehart, Waelder, West, White, Witt and Wer 
sham.—57.. a pn 

Navs.—Messrs. Ardrey, Charlton, Cleveland of L, Dennis 
Green, Hooker, Junker, Lawhon, Martin of H., Mabry, Melton 
Middleton, Moore, Owings, Pettus, Poag, Runnels, Smith ¢ 
N., Stout, Sullivan, Thompson, Williams of 8. A., and Woot 


—22. 
On motion, the House adjourned until & o'clock to-morrot 


A. M. 
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Youss or Reprrsentatives,, 
Austin, July 22nd, 1856. | 

Jlonse met pursnant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 

resent. Journal of vesterday, read and adopted. 

Mr: Latham by le: ave, withdrew the ‘petitiun and papers of 
Henry Clive. 
> Qa motion of Mr. Tarlton, the rule Was suspended. and a 
bill to incorporate the, Ls ither Rice B: aptist Female Institute, 
with 2 report from the’committee on B inecation, taken ups re- 
por acopted and bill ordered to be engres-ed; rule further sus- 
peiided 5 bill read 3rd time and passed by è 28rd Vote— yeas 
61, nays 3. i 

Oa motion of Mr. Dickson of G, the role was suspended, 
and a bill supplemental to an act ‘of March 13th, ISES, enti- 
Wed an act better deflaing the marital rights of perdes, taken 
uo and on motion of Mr. Throckmorton made the special order 
of the d ry for TL o’ulock. Thursday, 2th inst. 

Oa motion of Mr. MceMidin, a b ll to incorporate the Waco 
Pe nale Semin: vey, taken up and ordered to be engrossed, : 
OMe Duekson of ROR. proposed to aisend by ‘striking ont 
the name of Mr. Quesley from the 'Urus'ees, and insert the 
name of J. M. Seott.—Adopted. Rule further ensyendcd, bill 

road 3ed tima, and passed by a 2- 3. voto—yeas bU. 

Qa motion of Mr. Thompson. the ru'e was snspended, and å 
Senate bill supplementary to, and amendatory of an act sup» 
plemental to an act to establish the Galveston, Honsten, ard 
Henderson Rulroad Company. approved January loth, 1254, 
ani approve l January 23-d, 1550, taken ups read let and 2ud 
times, an | passed to a ded reading. 

Qi motion of Mr. Thompson, rule farther snepended, bill 
read 3ed time and passed by a 2-3rd yvote—vens 67, nays I 
„Oar motoz of Me. Witt, the ralo was suspended, and a bik 
to incorporate the Oceola Mill Company, in, Dallas, taken up 
nul oniered to be engrossed: rule further suspended. bill read 
| 8rd time, and passed by a 2-3rd vote—yeas 61, nays 3. 

| Qa motion of Mre West, the rule was supended, and a Senate 
bill to insorporate the Austin Bridge Company taken up, aud 
Passed to 3rd reading; rule further suspended, bdl-read did 
tine aud passed by a 2-3d vate—vens..b”, nays 2. - 

Oa monon of Me. Pettus, rule sns pended and a Dill for the 
reliet of Jno. W. Townsend, taken up: read Ist and 2ad times, 

AML. Bovi proposed to ania | by inserting after ihe word 
Tow nseud “and Geo, B. MeKinstre 2” —Adnpted. 

Mr. Moore propose | to amend by adie © Sam. H. MoGeheo 
f of Polk county.—Adopted. 
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Mr. Tarlton proposed to add Messrs. Battle and Bullard of 
Harrison county, — Adopted. 

Mr. Stedman proposed to amend by adding “and all other 
boys in the Srate who have attained the age of eighteen years” 

Mr. Randolph offered the following as a substitute tor the 
amendments, strike out the name of Townsend aud insert * all 
yonag men or boy-men of fair promise.” 

Mr. Moore moved to lay the substitute on the table.— Lost. 

O1 motion of Mr. Adrian, bill and amendments referred te 
the Judiciary Committee. i 

A message was received from the Governor through his 
private Secretary. 
© Oa motion of Mr. Owings, the rule was suspended, and a 
bill to incorporate the Payne Female Institute taken up; read 
Jst and 2nd times. 

Mr. Owings proposel to amend as fellows: strike ont the 
names of “ A. M. Boatright and W. Stoddard” and insert the 
names of “Thomas P. Holiday and Henry W. Beverly.”— 
Adopted; and bill passed co a drd reading. 

Qa motion of Mr. Owings. ru'e further suspended, bill read 
Sed time and passed by a 2 3rd vote—yeas 68, naye 2. 

Toe following communication from the Governor was then 
taken fron ths Speaker's table, read and referred to the Judi- 
ciary Counnittee. 

f SXECUTIVE OFFICE, } 

Austin, Texas, July 19ih, 1556. § 
Gentlemen of the Senate, i 
and House of Representatives : 


On the 17th inst., an act for the relief of the heirs of Carlos 
Espalier which had previously passed both Houses of the Leg- 
dslature, was approved by me; by this act 4.036 acres or land 
were granted to the heis of said Carlos Espalier, for his head: 
rignt, bounty and donation land. in consideration of his having 
been killed at the Alamo nnder the command ef ‘Travis, Since 
this act was passed. I have learned that a like quantity of land 
has been previously obtained from the State, by the heirs of 
Charles Despalier, fur his headright, bounty and donation land, 
as one of those who fell at the Alamo under the command of 
“VPravis. Facts have come to my knowledge which induce me 
to believe, that Carles Espalier and Charles Despalier were 
ne and the same person, the tormer being the name by which 
he was called by the Mexicans. and the latter by the Americans, 
T am also induced to believe that the party who applied for and 
obtained this last grant to the heirs of Carlos” Espalier, was 
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acting under a mistake in regard to her heivg the heir of Car- 
“Jos Bapalier, and also in supposing that no land bad been pre- 
‘yiously obtayned for his services. ‘Fhis last applicant is repre 
-sented to have been the ae nal and only living heir. The ap- 
pleant Whe obtained the former grant were represented to 
have been the sister of the decease l; the name of Despalter 
-apprars on the roll in the Land Oligo. of these whe fell at the 
Alauo with Travia, but there is no such mune as Bapalier on 
„the roll. Fam wll satistied that the applicants for both ‘of 
those grans were claiming as heirs-of the same person and 
ghat tue last grant has been improperly issued. 

Prespectra'ly re ommend that you cause this matter to he 
jnvestizated,-and if the facts here stated a.e found to be true, 
“that an act be passed repealing the last grant and cancelling 
the certificate issued under it. 

On motion of Mr. Waelder, the rule was sucperded and a 
bill granting to the City of New Braunfels, the privilege of 
onstricting a bridge across the Guadaloupe river, taken up 
ead 2nd time and ordered to be engrossed, rule further euspen- 
eded, bill read 3rd time and passed: by a 2-3rd vote--yeas TO, 
navs L , . 

(hs motion of Mr. Middleton, the rule was suspended and 
bill grantiug toil privileges to Matthew Worell, for building 
-8 brdze ou Navasota river taken upand ordered to Le engross. 
ed, rule suspended bill read 3rd time and pasred. 

Ou motion of Me, Lawhen, rule suspended and a bill for the 
-rehef of Wm. Herring taken up. 

Mr. Stout moved to Jay the bill on the table.—Lost ; bill 
ordered te be engrossed; rule suspended, bill read 3rd time and 
“passed. l l 

On motion of Mr. Norton, rule suspended and a bill (No. 
(431) to relinquish the right of the State to Certain lands there- 
in named, taken up and made the special order for Tuesday 
~ neXt. è ; 

Mr. Smith of Harris, presented a memorial concerning the 
-paviment of interest on a Certain portion of the Publie Debt; 
re erred to Public Dobt Committee. ` 

On metion of Mr. Pollock. a bill for the retief of Robt. Cal- 
lier, taken up and ordered to be eugrossed, rule suspended, bill 

-Fead 3rd.time and passed. 

‘Ou motion of Mr. Adrian, the rule was suspended and a bill 
. to ascertain the legal claims for land and money against the 
State, taken up and the question-being upon the final passage 
«of the bill, the yeas and nays were called and stood thys; 

Yeas.——Measrs. Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, Brown, 


The 
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Busby, Cleveland of B., Crosby, Dalrymple, Darden of ©, 


Darden of G., Davis, Dennie, Ector, Kilison, Francie, Gaines, 
Galloway, Gay, Tale, King, Laan. Martin of Ta, Middleton, 
Movre, Not, ‘Oehiltres: Owings, Parsons, Pollock, Landotph, 
Reeves, Runnels, Rushing, Sy Jaan, Smith: of Harrie, Sted- 
man, Stout, Sullivan, Thompson, ‘Vraghart, Waelder, West, 
Williams of L, W: liane of S. A.—-45. 

Nays —-Messra. Bz J, Burress, Cedwid o L. Crabbe, 
Daney, Dennis, Dicksen of R. R. a Dickson of G.. Dougherty, 
Green, Hooker, Tinker Kittrell. Lawhon, Locke. Martin. of ll, 
Met’ Janahan, McCown, MeMilliny Melton, Parker of As Tar- 
ker of 4 | Pettus, Poag, Richardson, Savles, Shaw, Sheppard, 
Smith i ne APISO Smith of N. » Tarlton, Throckmorton, W hite, 
Wirt and Worsham: — 34, 

So the bill passed. : 

Mir. Crosby presented the statement of Messrs. Swisher & 
Vaynie, late Commissioners for the erection of the State Capi- 
tol, which was ordered to accompany the minority and majority 
reports of the counnittes appointed {i> WvVest? tigate miatters 
touching the erection and furnishing of the’ Capitol, and SLU 
evpies ordered te be printed, 

On motion of Trnehait, the louse proceeded to the \ usiness 


‘on the Speaker's table, and orders ef the day. 


b 


Mr, Kitireil moved a suspension of the rule in order to receive 
reports from standing committee— Lost. 

Mr. Ardrey, by leave, introduced a Joint resolution, propo- 
fing an amendment tothe 4.h Act of the Constitution, relat ng 
to the Judicial Department; read ist and 2nd times, ane refer- 
ted to Judicial committee. 

Mr. Witt iutroduced a bill to amend 2nd section of an Aeét 
to incorporate the Dallas Bridge and Causeway Compeny ; 
read Ist and 2nd times, and referred to committee on Road, 
Bridges and Ferries. 

Nr. Ochiltree, Chairman of the Judiciary committee, mado 
the following reports : 

Re; oried the following amendmenta t» a bill to quiet Land 
tiles: © Strike ont 2nd and 3d ecetiens? 

Mr. Sullivan moved tu euspend the rule and take ap the bill 
nn report— Lost, 

Also a report reeommending the passage of a Joint resolu- 
‘tiowto amend the 20, 84, 32 “and 33 sections of the General 


prov inions of the Canetiuk on, “A report: recommending the 


indefinite postponement of the petition of Geo, W. W hitting- 
ton administrator of the estate of Jolin Salterg decersed, and 


ryecOmmending the indefinite postponement ofa bill to au- 
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thorize and require Clerks of District Courts to apportion cansea, 
an ther Doeckes. “Recommending the indefinite ‘past pune- 
menut of the petition of Wm. L. Harrison, Reeonuiending, 
the indefinite postponement of the petition of Ferdinand N `g- 
gle, to change the name of Rosina Bwth, to that of Rosana 
Nigyle. , : 
, Also the following reports: ee -3 
The Judiciary committee Have had uncer consideration. tho 
petition and accompanying bill, tor the relief of Edgar Pallett 
and have directed me te report thereon as follows: . 
Edgar Pallett applied to the Board of Land Commissioners of 
Nacogdoches county for acertificate for 1-3d lesgne of lands bis 
pplication was refused, wherenpon, he appealed, under the 
provistons of the act of lth December, 1837. to the District 
Court of Nacozduches county, At the March Term, 1588. of 
sail District Court, said appeal was tried an | a verdict render- 
ed tor said Pallett and a certificate issned in accordance with 
Baid Jadement to said Pallet for LBi of a league of land. 
The Actof Comgress of che Republic of Texas, approved: Mey. 
rary 29, 1510, Act 1950 TLart. Diecst, forbid the Commissioner 
Ge seral from issninza patent upon any certificate, which had not 
received the reccommendation of the Commissioners appoiuted 
uuder süd Act. a 
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Your committee are satisfied that in no ease did thaf boar 
deem it necessary to receive any certificate which had already 
prsscd the District Courts since if they should refu-e to recoin- 
mend it—it went back to the same tribunal from which it was 
huthoriz-d to issue. In addition to the foet that the certifieate 
was authorized to issue, by decree of the district court? in thia 
tase, the committee are satisfied that said certificate rightly 
issued ; thie committee have therefore authorized me to report 
back the tull, and rececmipend its prssage: . i 

The jadiciary committee to which was referred the petition 
of Wan Harrington, a residentot Anderson county, proving 
to be allowed to substitute a certificate, in len of a ceititicata 
Toeated by himn in the year (851, upen a tract of Jand nitrated 
iwsaid county of Anderson, which said land is ine!nded: with- 
in the reserve, s nce made by act of the Legislature, forthe 
boiling of the Mississippi and Pacifie Railroad. 

‘Your committee are satisfied from the evidence: that My. 
Marrinzton purchased in goed faith, the certificate for twelve 
hindret and eighty acres of land, issned by the buatdret land 


s S rape or N 8 Oe 5 e ry ° 7 a eo, a 
one Henry Tilley? the one half of which said certifieaty, be 
Caused tu be locited on a vacant tract of land-in said county 


-caininisstoners of Shelby county in the Republics f Teraso. 
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ôf Anderson, which was surveyed on the tth day of September 
A.D. i852, upon which Jand the petitioner immediately re- 
move, and has proceeded tu bnild his house, clear -land and 
establish his home: upon presentation of bis certificate aud 

eld nutes, it was ascertained that the certificate had been 
previously located and patented, and that said Harrington had 
been grossly defranded in the purchase of the same. The 
prayer of the petitioner is that he may be allowed to substitute a 
genuine unlocated certificate tu his said field nutes, and to ob- 
tain a patent for the same. 

There being no conflicting claim except the Pacific Railr oad 
aforesaid, to the said land, your committee respectfully recom- 
3. end the following bill for the relief of said Harrington; re- 
ports received. bill read first time. 

Mr, Smith of Harris, chairman of the committee on Publio 
Debt, made the tullowing report: 


Commirregn Room, 
Avstin, July 22d, 1856. 


Yo the Hon.. UI. P. Bee, 
Speaker of the House cf Representatives. 

The commiitee on Public Debt to whom was referred the 
petition of Henry Blood, and also the memorial of Mr. Swen- 
son, have had the same under consideration, and after careful 
advisement they have instructed their chairman tu report ag 
follows ; : 

The petition and memorial relate to claims for interest on 
portions of the Public Debt of Texas, to wit: on certain prom- 
Issory notes, of the late Republic of Texas, bearing inte: est xt 
ten per cent per annum, these notes are embraced in the act 


of Congress to which the assent of this Legislature has been 


given, ‘and the principal has been paid ac the United States 

Treasury, with interest up to the first of January, U+i. Tha 

Becretary of the United States Treasury di eallowed interest 

thereafter; the petitioners claim that they are entitled ta inter- 

est up to the first of July, 1850 when the aceruing of interest 

ereated on all classes of the Debt uf Texas by act ‘of the Leg- 
iclature. 


Your committee hold that the decision of this question does 
mot properly belong to the Legislature, and that any 0; inion 
which the Legislatiu ure might express, world be merely recom 
mendatory, and not mandatory and that it would not be r: gard- 
ed by the Secretary of the United States Treasury as binding 
ou him, or on the Federal Government; -the committee there 


fore have no vpinion to express as to the right of the petition: 
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Jul 1559 as claimed in. the petition and memorial. t 
© OF the relation of Texas to this claim of interest vonir cont- 
mitteé have to say tharin no event nor under any circumstan- 
ees cau the State ef Texas be held liable directly to the peti- 
tioners, their assigns, or to any party for the payment of the 
interest Chiimed by the commissioners. : 

By Art ot Congress, by the assent of this Legislature, and 
by the consent of creditors, The $7,750,000 less the amoung 
of SIGT ISL 55, was set spart and appropriated to the payment 
of certain portions of the Publie Debt of Texas. The promis- 
sory notes bes nging fo petitioners with such interest ar may 
be j tly due thereon, are Geary embraced within these portions 
for which payment ts thus provided. 

If no additional interest is due over what has been allowed 
aud paid by the Secretary of the Treasury, then no injustice 
is done the petitioners, and they can prefer no just claim either 
against Tecas or the Federal Government. If however the 
Secretary of the Treasury has decided incorrectly, and with- 
holds trom the petition: rs their just dues, it is to the Federal 
Government alone that they must lo k for redress 5 they have 
nor even calorable cause o. Claim against Texas. 

The $7.750,060 minns the SI6G7.131 28, isthe trust fund, and 
it is the sole an l entire fund out of which all of the just claims 
of petitioners, the Federal government is made the paver by 
the consent of all parties: if the payor distribates this fund il- 
legally. and with: Ids frow the petitioners their jnst apportion- 
ments ont of this fund, then to the payor, that ìs to the Federal 
Government, must look fur redress and cummpensation ; na re- 
coursgcan lie over to them against Texas. The cousent of the 
credits to the settlement under the Congiessi nal and Texas 
acts was evinced by their receiving a pro rata’share. If cone 
elnsive as the full relinquishment of all claims against Tex- 
as, your committee respectfully request tu be discharged from 
farther consideration of these memorials. 

Report. received. 

Mr. Bee- desired to vote No on the motion of Smith’s of 
Harris-report. 

On motion of Mr Ochiltree the House adjourned until to- 
Morrow morning at 8 oclock, by the following vote. 

Yeas, —Messrs. Speaker, Arnold, Askew, Bell, Brown, Bur- 
rae. Busby, Charlton, Cleveland of B.. Cleveland of L., Cros- 
by, D mey. Darden of C., Darden of G., Davis, Dernis, Diek- 
eon of R R, Donghertv, Ector, Gaines, Galloway, Gav, Green, 


em to interest from the first of January 1841, to the first of 


» 


‘Male, Junker, King, Latham, Locke, Martin of H, McMillin, - 


& 


hy ks 


204 


‘Morre, Norton, Ochiltree, Parker of A., Parsons, Poag, Pol- 
Jock, Randolph fushing, Sayles, Shaw, Sheppard, Smith of 
Harri is, Sullivan, Throckmorton, Thompson, Tompkiag,; Wa ael- 
der, West, Williams, of L, Williams. ot S. Ag, Witi and 
.Worsham— 52. ` 

N vv3.— Messra. Adrian, Bonner, Crabhe, Dalrymple, Mek- 
em of G., Elson, Francis, H ulcer, “K ttrell, Martin of La, 
MM ‘Ciannah: an, Hea Middleton, Owings, Parker of “F., 


R chardson, Runuels, Selman, Smith of Harrison, picuiian, 
Scout and White— 22. 


- y 


So the House adjourned. 


lilouss cr aay ATIVIS, 
July 23d, L56. j 
Tlonse met pursvant to adjonrnment -roll alied— quorum 
„proent. Journal of yesterday read and adopted. 
Mr. Dennis chairman of the committee uu Engrossed Bills, 


- reported, correctly ‘Engrossed, a bili maling an appropitation 
_to the Governor of lie Strte of Georgia, for arms lost by the 


p Georgia Battalion at the n asame at Goliad ; > and a bill to in- 
: gorporate the Luther Rice Baptist ae eee accepted. 
On motion of Mr. Randolph. the bil making an appropria- 


ttion to the Governor of ons gia, was taken up. 


The question beirgon the j assage of the BH, the fame was 

put. and the House refused to pass the bill, it requiring 2-3ds, 
by the following vote: 
_ Ywas.--Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Ardrev, Arno'd, Bonner, 
Brown, Busby, Daney, Dennis, D ckson of R. R,D ugheity, 
-Elison, Gaines, Galloway Gay, Green, Hate, Junker. Latham, 
Locke, Martin of La Mabry. -Meil i Nerton,, Ochiltree, 
Pauker of A. Parker of T., Pettus Pollock, Randol p{® Ran- 
“nela, Sayles, Selui, Shepard, Smith of Harris, Smith ot Har- 
= rison, Sinith of N. Sullivan, ‘Tarlton, ‘Throckmorton, Thomp- 
"eon, Trige, West, and White. —-44, 

Nays —Messra. Cl mariton, Cleveland of DB., Crabbe; Dickson 
of G., Francis, Hooker, King, Liwhon, Martin of Ha WeClan- 
alan, Melton, Mid teton, Moore, Reeves, R R'ehardson Rushing, 
Shaw, Stour, Weeder, Wiliains of L., Williams of S. As 
Witt and Wood--23., 

On mation of Mr. Reeves, the vote Just taken, was reeon- 
sidered, and the House passed the bill by the following 2 2 ad 
yote: : é 

Yeas —Aessre, Sperker, Adrian. Ardrey, Arnold, Askew 
Bell, Brown, Busby, Cleveland of B., Crosbyy Dancy, Darden 
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of G., Dennis, Dickson of R. R. Dougherty, Ector, Ellison 
Gaines, Galloway, Gay, Green, Hale, Junker, Kittrell, ‘Latham, 
Lawhen, Martin of L., Mabry, MeMillin, “Norton, Ochiltree, 
Owing: Parker of A. , Parker ot T., Pettus, Pollock, Randoph, 
Reev.s, Runnels, Sayles. Selman, Sheppard, Smith of Harijs 
Smith of. Harrison, Stout, Sullivan, Tarlton, ‘Throckmorton, 
Thompson, Trigg, Truehart, West and W hite.— 54, 

Navs.--Messrs. Crabbe, Dalrymple, Davis, Dickson of G., 
Wooker, Kone. Locke, Marton of H., McClanahan, Melton, 
Middleton, Moore, Richardson, Rushing, Shaw, Stedman, 
Waelder, Williams of L., Williams of S. A. Witt and Wood, 

— 20. 

Mr. Reeves, moved a reconsideration of the vote taken on 
yesterday, passing 2 bill to ascertain the legal claims for land, 
and money against the State. House refused to reconsider by 
the follow mg vote: 

Yeas. Mesers. Bell, Bonner. Charlton, Crabbe, Dalrymple, 
Dancy, Dickson: of G. Dickson of R. R. Donghurtv, Gay, 
Hooker, Junker, Kittrell, biwhon, Locke, Martin of H, Me 
Clanahan, MeMillin, Melton, Parkerof A. Parker of T, Pap- 
gona, Pettus. Reeeves, Shaw, Shepard, Smith of Harrison, 
Stedman, Tarlton, Throckmorton, White, Williams of 5, a., 
Witt aud Wood.——83 1. - i : 

N avs — Messrs. Sperker, Adrian, Ardrev, Arnol h Askew, 
Brown. Busby. Cleveland of B. Crosby, Darden of C., Davis 
Dennis, Evtor, B lon, Francis, Gaines. Galloway, Green, Hale, 
‘King, Martin of La, Mabry. McCown. Merrick, Middleton, 
Moore, Norton, Ochiltree, Owings, Pollock. Randolph. Rich- 
ardson, Rushing, Selman, Smith of Harris. Stout, Sullivan, 
Thompson, Trigg, Truchart, West. and Wilhams (f L.—42. 

Mr. Dayis moved a snapension of the rule in order to take 
np a bill to incorporate Starrville Literary Institute— Lost. 

Mr. Charlton presented the petition of Seguin Cruse; referred 
to committee No. 2, on Public Land Claims. 


Mr. Throckmorton presented the petition of the Attorneys of 
the. 16th Judicial D strict; referred to Judiciary committee. 
REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEBS. 


Mr. Smith of Harris, chairman of committee on Publio 
Debt, reported favurably ou the account of Adam Gangil ; re- 
port received. 

Mr. Shaw, chairman of Public Land Claim committee No. 1, 
reported a bill for the relief of Henry C. Lentz; and a bill fut 
the relief of Thos. J. Rusk; and a report, asking y that the peti- 
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tion of Thos. J. Rusk and Jus. H. Starr, be referred to the Jadi- 


tiary committee e; report received, and bills read Isttime: $. 

Mr. Merrick, chairman of committee on Connty Boundaries, 
reported, asking the rejection ef a bill to create the connty uf 
Cibolo; and reported a bill attaching a portion of Gonzales 
gennty to the county of Lavaca; report reccived, and bill read 
Jst time. 

Mr. Martin of L, moved to snspend the rule, and take ‘up 
report and bili— Lost. 

Kir. Kittrell, chairman of Isdneation committee, made the 
following report: a 


To the Honorable U. P. Bee, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, 


The committees en Education, to w hom was referred the bill 

rovidiug for the @spesition of the University or Somi any 
Pande, have maturely considered the same, and ‘have instructed 
Bie to report that they are of the opinion that the ohjeet contem- 
plated by the bill is che which demands prompt action ou ihe 
part of the Le ‘gislature, 

Your committee would represent that hy en Act of the Con- 
gress of the Republic of Texas, fifty loagnis of land of the un: p- 
propriated public do nain of the count v, were donated tor the 
purpose of eatabli-hing one or more Unniversitieg—se- ae foity- 
five jagues ef said land have heen located—inostly in the new 
counties formed out of our North-Western and Western Terri- 
tory, Some five or six leagues of said land areas vet mnecated, 
and provision has been made for their luestion, in the bill ac 


companying this report. - 


Your couimittee would state a few of the most urgent reasons 
that have induced them to report, and recommend to the Legis- 
Jature the passage of an Act requiring a sale of thgSem nary 
Lands. “First: The said lands are located in jugë bodies, m 
Rome of the new conuties of the State, and are greatly in the 

way of organizing and settling those counties, vielding no reve- 

nue either to the counties or the State, or the interet sor which 
they were donated. Next: These lands are suffering great 
Injury from settlers on and near them, whoare wasting the tiu- 
ber. and otherwise despoiling those lands, which prevents tl at 
enhancement in their value, which was ‘no dcubt con’ emplated 
by the framers ofthe Act, setting apart those lands for the put- 
poses expressed inthe Act in holding them up from gales o? 

Your coinmittee are of” ‘opinion ‘that the sale of those lands 
on a long credit, and investing the proceeds in a fond for the 
purpuses contemplated by the “Act, would be much more to the 
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a ivantage of the State and University interest than to leave thènt 
Jonger in their present condition, Jn consiueration of all whieh 
thoy have instructed me to report the accompanying bill, as a 
substitute to the bill referred to, and peu its passage 5 
report received. and bill read lst time. 

A message was received from the Senateannouncing that the 
Senate had eonenrred in the amendment hy the Howse : toa Sen- 
nate b.l], fo encourage the improvement of the navivaten of the 
river, and other navigable waters in Texas, by making appro- 
priations for the same. 

Mr. Randolph stated that there was a mistake in the printed 
Journal of Jnly 12th, in his report relative tothe county site of 
Newton county, making him say what is not contained in the 
report. 

On ition of Mr. Wælder, the Tonse proceeded to the orders 
of tie day, and business on the Speaker's table. ` 

A resolntion setting apart Wednesday of each week for the 

consideration of bills of a private nature. taken np. 

Mr. Sayles proposed to amend by inserting Friday and Satur- 
day, instead of Wednesday; adopted, and resolution as amend- 
ed, adopted. 

A message was received from the Senate, annenncing to the 
House that “tho Senate had concurred in the Honse’s amend- 
ment to a bill to ascertain the legal clams for land and money 
against the State; and the passage of a bill eriginating in the 
House, to consolidate the Texas Monumental Committee and 
Texas Military Institute with Rutersville College. 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, the amendments were econenrred 
n, 

Vy. Smith of Harris, by leave, offered the following reso- 
Jation. 

Resolved, That a Board of Edueation be est blished to can- 
Bist of one {rom each judicial district, to te chosen by the Leg- 
islature; who shall hold their office for two years until their 
successors be appointed ; that said board shal! receive no com- 
pensation for their services; that the members of said board 
shall elect a Secretary, who shall perform the duties of Super- 
intendant of common schools, and said Secretary shall receive 
buch compensation as may by law be provided for. 

Mr. Ector moved to refer the resolution to the ‘committee on 
education—lost. ae 

Mr. Burress proposed to amend by inserting, “ome day after 
date, we ‘promise to pay to A. D. Burress, or order twothongand 
dollars, for services now due, fur schooling his 
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children, since the year A. D. 1836, and all others ina similar 
evudition. 

Mr Locke moved to lay the resolution and ainendment onthe 
table. 

Mr. Tiizg moved to ‘adjourn until 8 o'clock to-morr ow, A. 
M.——Lost. Resolution and amendment laid on the table. 

A bill to require the Comptroller to perform all the duties re- 
quired of the Anditor and Comptroller from and after the Tat 
day of August, 1856; taken up and on motion of Mr. Ochil- 
tree laid on the table. 

A bill for the relief of Daniel F. Owings and Abner B. Spier 
~—taken up. 

. Mr. Burress moved to adjourn until 8 o’clock to-morrow, A 
BY. — Lost. 

Air. Burress moved a eall of the fouse—Lost. 

Bill ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr, Brown’s resolution relative to the alphabetical rule taken 
mp, and laid on the tablo, 

Mr. Locke, one of the committee on Enrolled bills, made tha 
following report : 


To the Hon, H. P. Bee, 


Speaker of the [louse of Representatives : 

The Joint committe, on Enrolled bills, have examined a bill 
entitled a Bull to be entitled, “an Act supplementary to, and 
amendatory of an Act to amend an Act supplementary to an 
Act to establish the Galveston, Houston & Henderson Railroad 
Company, approved Jannary 10ih, 1854, and approved Janna- 
ry 23d, 1856, and find the same cor rectly Enrolled, and is this 
day presented to the Governor for his approval. 

Mr. Crosby moved tu adjourn until 8 o’clock to-morrow-- 
Lost. 

Mr. Bell moved to adjourn until 8 1-2 o'clock to-morrow 
— Lost. “ 

Mr. Owings moved to adjourn until 4 o ‘clock this evening 
~—~Lost. 

Mr: Darden of G, moved to adjourn until 8 1 4-oclack to- 
morrow-—Lost by the following vote: Yeas 22, nays 53.- 

Abill for the relief of Rhoda “Gardner, taken up and on mo- 
tion of Mr. White, indefinitely posponed. 

The next thing in order on the Speaker's table, being an act 
for the relief of pre emption claimants, the bill was taken u p.and 
acted upon. 

Mr. Charlton offered a substitute for the bill. 


Bir. Burress offered the following amendment, to eubstitute: 
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Amend by inserting, that all persons as were in Texas at 
the time the Peters Colony grant was made, shall be entitled to 


a pre-emption, or a land Certificate for (640 acres) six hundréd 
and forty acres. 


On mction of Mr. Pettus, laid on the table. ` 

Mr. Ochiltree offered the following amendment to the mb- 
stitute. 
| Section 4th. That all persons who settled on any public land 
$ included within the limits of the reserve known ag the “Pacific 
E Railroad reserve,” created by an Act of the Legislatue of' the 
a State of Texas, approved 21st December, A. D. 1854 previous 

to the passage "of said Act, shall be entitled to the same quan- 
tum of land to which other pre-emption settlers, not included 


in said reserve were entitled, upon said pre-emptioners comply- 
2E, ith the laws then in force. Withdrawn. 


| table. 


On motion of Mr. Stedman, the bill was'made the special or- 
f der of the day, for Wednesday the 30th July. 
Mr. Mabry moved to adjourn until 23 ines past 8 o’clock 
--Lost, 
Mr. Sayles, one of the select committee to whom was refer- 


red an act to adopt and establish a penal Code for the State of 
Texas, made the following report: 


COMMITTEE Room, ( 
| : Austin, July 21, 1856, $` 
a lo the Hon. H. P. Bee, . 

. Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

E The select committee, to which was referred “an Act to 
A adopt and establish a Penal Code for the State of Texas.” 
™ have had the same under consideration, and instruct me to re- 
a port the bill back, and recommend its passage with the folldw- 
ming amendments ; oh 

m ist—On page 2nd. Strike out Article 4th, and insert “when 
m the definition of an offence, made penal by the law of this 
EaSiate, is merely defective, the rules of the Common Law shall 
ae apply, and be resorted to, "for the purpose of aiding in the in- 
fm <rpretation of such penal enactment. 


B 2nd.—-Page 3. Substitute for Article 5, the Article number- 
ed 801 in the Code. 


3rd.—Page 20. Between the Articles 72 and 73, insert the 


Articles numbered, in the Code, 802, 803, 804 and 806, sub- 


stituting for the words “ State prison,” i in the last named Àr- 
micle, the words “county jail,” 
: 14 


r. Burress moved. to lay Mr. Ochiltree’s amendment on the . 


aer 


ees he? 


-victs, when sick, shall be kept in the apartiiént constructed ag 
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4th.—Page 34. Strike out Article 134, anid insert “© Oon- 


a hospital by the original plan of the Penitentiary, except 
when under the advice of a physician, ee removal to, Bome 


other place may become necessary. 
5th.—Page 41. In line 13, after the word “until, 2 ijiser 


“twenty minutes before.” 
-6th.—Page 42. Inline 17, strike | out the words‘ ‘the State 


rison and,” 
7th,—Page 43, In Ime 17, after the ord “ vegorted: to, 4 
insert ‘except by special order of the directors.” 
: Sth.—Page 44. In the caption of the title, strike out -the 
words “State Prison and.” 
9th.—Pages 44 and 45, Strike out all of Chay pter L 
10th.—Page 45. In lines 11 and 12, strike out the words 
“set apart within the walls of the Penitentiary or.’ 
1lith.—Page 56. In lmes l4and 15, strike ont the w 
« and elect which of them shall first be tried.” 
12th —Page 61. After Article 243, insert as follows: 
ARTICLE 244, It shall not be lawful for any County or. De 
puty Surveyor to locate any certificate for land, or to survey 
any land for any person or persons holding a Headright certi 
ficate of the first and second class, unless the same be certifie 
under the hand and the seal of the Clerk of the County Cou 
of the county where the certificate was issued, of the coun} 
where it is proposed to be located, or under the hand and ser 
of the Commissioner of the General Land Office, that the sam 
has been reported by the Commissioners, appointed under a 
Act of Congress, to detect fraudulent lend certificates, & 
passed, January, 1840, as a genuine and legal claim again 
the Government of Texas, and any surveyor offending again 
the true intent and meaning of this act, shall-bo- deemed 
_ guilty of a: high misdemeanor, and .on conviction, shal! k 
fined in guy sum not more than five thousand dollars. 
. 13th. oe add the following Chapter; . oy 
: per oi CHAPTER YI. vs 
DEALING IN PUBLIC LANDS BY OFFICERS,’ 
` ART. —. If any person who is an officer or’ clerk i in the Get 
eral Land Office of the State, or a District Surveyor’ or epul 
District Brirveyor, shalt ditectly or indifectly: be concerned i 
| the -purchase i of ‘any. tight, ‘title, or interest ii any public lan 
E AE own name, of in the name áf ‘any éther persons” 6 she 
ake or receive any fee or emoltinent for negotiating: or tral 
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acting any busmess connected with the duties of his office, 
other than the fees allowéd by law, he shall be removed from 
office and fined “in aiy ‘sum’ not exceeding five hundred dol- 
lars, and he excludéd”-ftom holding any other office under the 
Piece: Nt ae i 
D - ‘CHAPTER VII. 
FORGERY OF; PATENTS, LAND CERTIFICATES, &C.. 

Arr. —.. If any: person shall forge any concession patent 
certificate, bounty warrant, donation or -land «script, for land 
G within this State; he shall be punished by confinemtnt in the 
D Penitentiary not less than five nor more than twenty years. 

Art. —. ‘The preceding article is intented to include any, 
and all instruments of writing, or documents of whatsoever 
name or description, which purports to grant, concede, give 
or convey, any right .or interest in any land emanating from 
any former government of. Texas, or from the State, whether 
such claim or title for land be perfect or imperfect. rd 
| writing of any description whatever, with intent that the 

same may be used for the purpose of obtaining from any of 
the public departments or offices of the State at the seat of 
Government, any certificate, bounty or donation warrant, or 
| land scrip, or patent for any public land of the State, or that 
the same may be used to obtain any money or property of the 
State, he shall be punished by confinement in the Peniten- 
@ tiary, not less than five nor more than twenty years. 
B Art. —. Ifany person shall knowingly and wilfully, pass, or 
m@ use, or attempt to pass, or use any such false document, or in- 
E strument, as is mentioned in the three preceding articles, he 
@ shall be punished by confinement in the Penitentiary, not less 
@ than one nor more than five years. 

| Arr. — The rules prescribed in title XVI, Chapter I, of 
# this code, defining the offences of forgery apply. to the officers 
g enumerated in the four preceding articles. 

g \l4th—Page 68, add to Chapter II the following article : 
m ‘if any officer authorized by law to give a certificate of elec- 
@ tion, shall knowingly and corruptly give any false certificate 
$ thereof, he shall be punished by fine not exceeding three hun- 
$ dred dollars.” oe ar A k 
15th—Page 69, add to title VITI the following ~ 
g - CHAPTER VF. .` Se 
MISCELLANEOUS OFFICERS AFFECTING THÉ RIGHTS OF SUFFRAGE. 
Arr, —, If any person, knowing himself not to be a 


Art, —. If any person shall forge any instrument of, 
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qualified voter, shall at any election vote, or offer to vote for 
any officer to be then chosen, he shall be fined in a sum not 
exceeding one hundred dollars for each offence. _ 

Art. —. Every person who shall procure aid, assist, coun- 
sel, or advise another to give his vote ‘at any election, know- 
ing that the person is not duly qualified to vote, shall be 
fined in a sum not exceeding two hundred dollars. | 

Arr. —. If any voter shall knowingly give in more than 
one ballot at any one time of ballotting at any election, or if 
he shalt sote or offer to vote more than once at the same elec- 
tion, he shall for every such offence be fined in any sum not 
exceeding three hundred dollars. 

Arr. —. If any person challenged as unqualified, shall be 
guilty of wilful and corrupt false swearing, in taking any oath 
prescribed by law, he shall be punished by confinement in the 
Penitentiary for not less than one nor more than five years, 

Arr. —. Every person who shall wilfully and corruptly 
procure any person to swear falsely, as spoken of in the. pre- 
ceding article, shall be punished by confinement in the Peni- 
tentiary for any time not exceeding three years, or by fine not 
exceeding three thousand dollars, 

Art, —. If any person shall fraudulently alter or oblite- 
rate, or willfully secrete, suppress, or destroy any ballots, elec- 
tion return, or certificate of election, he shall be punished by 
fine not exceeding three thousand dollars. 

Arr. —. If any person entrusted with the transaction of 
an election return, shall wilfully do any act that shall defeat 
the delivery thereof, or shall wilfully neglect to deliever the 
same as directed by law, he shall be punished by fine not ex- 
ceeding one thousand dollars. 

ART. —. If any person shall take away such election re- 
turn from any person entrusted therewith, either by force or m 
any other manner, or shall wilfully do any act that shal} de- 
feat the due delivery thereof, as directed by law, he shall be 
punished by fine not exceeding two thousand dollars. 


Arr. —. If any officer on whom a duty is enjoined, N 
any statute relating to elections, shall be guilty of a wilful 
neglect of such duty, or shall act corruptly or with partiality 
in the discharge of such duty, in any matter not provided fo 
in this title, he shall be fined in a sum not less than one hur 
dred nor more than one thousand dollars. 

16th—Page 77, 17th line, insert after the word “not” tht 
words “less than two nor.” A 229 
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Page 83, im lines 1 and 2, strike out the words ‘ ‘according 
to the provisions of the Code of Criminal Procedure.” 
17th.—Page 87, insert after article 337 the following 


CHAPTER V. 
EXTORTION BY OFFICERS. 


Art. —. If any officer authorized by law to demand or re- 
ceive fees of office, or ahy person employed by such officer, in 
their respective offices, shall wilfully demand ‘or receive higher 
fees than are allowed by law, he shall be punished by fine, not 
exceeding one hundred dollars for each. offence. 

ART. —. The preceding article applies to all persons hold- 
ing any office to which fees are attached, and to all heads of 
the departments of the government in whose offices fees may 
be chargeable. 

18th.—Page 96, in line 9, for “succeeding article” insert, 
“two succeeding articles.” 

19th.—Page 97, in line 4, strike out “of incest” and insert 
“for incest.” : 

20th—-Page 100, add to the caption of chapter IT, the 
words “and rafiles,” 

Add, after article 389, 

Art. — If any person shall éstablish a raffle for, or dis- 
pose by rafle of any estate, real or personal, exceeding five 
hundred dollars in value, he shall be fined not less than one 
hundred dollars, nor more than one thousand dollars. 

Art, —. If any person shall sell, offer for sale, or keep 
for sale any ticket or part ticket in any raffle of estate, real or 
personal, exceeding five hundred dollars in value, he’shall be 
fined not less than ten dollars, nor more than fifty dollars. 

2lst—Page 101, add to article 390 the words “the term 
indian does not apply to any Indian of the Alabama, Coshattee 
and Muscogee, Bedia, Choctaw, Chickasaw, and Cherokee 
tribes.” i 

22d.—Page 101, in the caption of chapter IIF, after “In~ 
diang” add “and free persons of color,” and add to said chap- 
ter the following article : 


“Tf any person shall sell, barter, or give to.a free person of © 


| color any ardent spirits, arms, or ammunition, he shall be 
| punished as prescribed in the preceding article. Justices of 
the Peace and Mayors shall have jurisdiction of offences under 
this chapter. 

_ 23d—Page 102, line 15, strike out “one thousand” and 
msert “one hundred.” aa 
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24th—Page 103, in line 29, strike; gut: Oa and 
insert “one hundred.” 9%. Bee i 

25th—Page , transfer article 806 to page 16 3 ahd in- 
sert it after PT 591. 

26th.—Page 183, insert after article 673; 3, as follows : 

Art. — If any person shall wilfully. burn the Capitol 
building of the State, the Treasury building of the State, the 
Executive Mansion of the State, the buildings in which the 
Executive shall keep his office, the building in which the Se- 

cretary of State shall keep his office, or the General Land 
Office ioe the State, he shall be punished by confinement in the 
Pennar for life. 

. 27th—Page 184, after ar ticle 676, insert 

Art. —. If any person shall wilft ully burn the records, 
archives, or public documents belonging to any public office 
of the State, he shall be punished by confinement in the Pen- 

itentiary for life. 

28th—Page 185, in Chapter ITI, before Art. 687, insert: 

Arr. — If? any person shall by any means, calculated to effect 
the object, attempt to commit either of the offences named in 
Articles ~,he shall be punished by confinement in the 
Penitentiary not less than five nor’ more than fifteen years. 

28th—-Page 185, — In line 9, after the word “ Chapter’ s’ insert 
“t except the offences nained in Articles and 

. 30th Page 203, Insert after Art, 745, as follows: 

SEC. 5. 

Arr. —. Every person who shall mark or brand any horse, 
gelding, mare or colt, mule, ass or neat cattle, or shall mark — 
any sheep, goat or hog, not being his own property, and with- 


ye 


oe the consent of. the owner, and with intent to defrand, shall. 


be punished by fine net exceeding one hundred dollars. 

” Ager, —, Every person who ‘shall alter or deface the mark 
or brand, of any horse, gelding, mare or colt, mule or ass, or 
eat cattle, or who shall alter or deface the mark of any sheep, 
goat or hog, not being his property, and without the consent of 
the owner, ‘and with intent to defrand, shall be punished by 
fine not exceeding one hundred dollars. 

On page 207, Art. 755, line 8, strike ont all after the word 
‘imprisonment ” and insert “in the county jail, not exceeding 
ane year, or by fine not exceeding one thousand dollars. 

3ist— Page 204, Insert after Art. 746, as follows: 


CHAPTER X. 
_ EMBEZZLEMENT OF PROPERTY BY PRIVATE PERSONS 
ART. — If any-officer, agent or clerk of any incorporated 
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company, ow institution, or,of-any city, town or county, or if 


any clerk or.agent,of.any: private person, or co-partnership, Or | 


any consignee or bailee of inonéy.or property, shall embezzle 
or fraudulently misapply,-or-convert: to his own use, without 
the consent of his prinċipal or employer, any money or proper- 
ty of another, which shall have come to his possession, or shall 
be under hist care by virtue of such office, agency or employ- 
ment, he shall be guilty of theft. ME 
Arr. —. If any carrier or othér persou to whom- any 
money, goods or other. property, shall have heén delivered to 
be carried for hire, or if any other person who shall be entruat-, 
ed with such property, shall embezzle or fraudulently convert 
to his own use any such money, goods or property, either in the 
mass, as the same were delivered, or otherwise, he shall be. 
deemed guiltvof theft. : : 
- CHAPTER XI. A 
FRAUDULENT DISPOSITION OF MORTGAGED PROPERTY. ; 
Art. — If any person hath given, or shall hereafter give 
any mortgage, deed of trust or other lien in writing upon any 
personal or moveable property, and -shall remove the same or 
any part thereof from this State, orshall sell or otherwise dis-. 
pose thereof while the same remains in this State, with intent 
to defraud, he shall Be punished by imprisonment in the Peni- 
tentiary not less than two years, nor more than five years. 
— CHAPTER XIIL.’ ; 
OFFENCES AGAINST PROPERTY COMMITTED IN OTHER STATES 
Fe AND TERRITORIES. — ' 


ART. If any person wao shall have committed an offence 
in any foreign country, State or territory, which if committed 
in this: State would be robbery, theft, or receiving, of stolen 
property, knowing thesame to have been stolen, shall bring the 


property within thisiState, he shall§be deemed guilty of robbery, 


larceny, or receiving of stolen property, knowing the same to 
have been stolen, as the case may be, and shall be punished as 
provided in Art, — 

Art. —. To render a person guilty, under the preceding 
Articles, it must appear that by the law of the State or Territo- 
ry from which the property was taken and brought to this State, 
the act committed would also have been robbery, theft, or re- 
ceiving of stolen goods. , E 

32d—Strike out the words “State prison,” wherever they 
occur in the Code, and insert “county jail.” 

On page 227, section 3, strike out “15th day of August 1856,” 
and insert “ let day of February 1857.” . 
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If these amendments be adopted, the number of the chapteta, 
sections and articles, must necessarily be so changed as to ċor- 
respend with amendments made. Be 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

SAYLES. 
ARDREY. 
W. H. CLEVELAND. 

Made special order of the day tor Monday 28th July. ` 

Mr. Stout called up a bill for the relief of certain persons 
who had legal files in the reserve of lands made by the act to 
provide for the construction of-the Mississippi and Pacific 
‘Railroad. 

` Mr. Stout offered the following substitute tothe 2nd and 8d 
sections of the Lill. 

Section 2. That such pre-emptionists as failed to have their 
lands surveyed within the time required by law, shall have the 
further time of eight months in which to have their surveys 
made, and those who failed to return their field notes in due 
time, shall have the further time of twelve months in which to 
return their field notes to the General Land Office, and that 
this act take effect from and after its passage. 

Mr. Ochiltree offered the following amendment to substitute 
of Mr. Stout. 

“ Provided thatin all cases the owner ot said survey, his 
Agent or Attorney shall make oath before some Justice of the 
Peace or Notary Public, that said file was made betore the 
passage of said act creating the pacific Railroad reserve, to wit, 
the 2)st day of December, A. D., 1853, in good faith.” 

- Mr. Sullivan .offered the following substitute to Mr. Ochi- 
tree’s Amendment: - l 

_“ Provided that any, and all persons, seeking to avail them- 
selves of the provisions of this act, shall prove to the sàtisfac- 
tion of the Commissioner of the General Land Office, that they 
have complied with the requirements of the laws in making 
such location and survey and as to the date of the same. 

Substitute accepted by Ochiltree and adopted. ` + 

On motion of Mr. Locke, the bill passed to a 3d reading. 

On motion of Mr. Throckmorton, rule was farther suspended, 
bill read 3d time and passed. sete ee 

On motion of Mr. Sullivan, the Honse adjourned nuntii- fo- 
morrow at 8 o’clack. oe 


_Hovsr or REPRESENTATIVES) ` 
Avstin, duly. 24th, 1856. - P> 
House of Representatives met pursuant to adjournment—’ 


2 
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roll called—quorun¥.present. Journal of yesterday read and- 


adopted. 
PETITIONS. 

Mr. White presented the petition of Thos. Menifee ; referred 
to committee on Public Debt. _ 

Mr. Dennis presented the petition of Thornton Thatcher ; 
referred to committee No. 1, on Public Land Claims. 

Mr. Gaines, by leave, introduced a bill supplemental to, and 
amendatory of, an Act to authorize and require the county. 
court of Brazoria county, to establish, discontinue and regulate 
public and private roads in said county, approved 28th January, 
1856 ; read Ist and 2nd times, and ordered to be engrossed ; 
rule suspended, read 3rd time, and passed. 

Mr. Weelder moved a suspension of the rule, in order to take 
up a bill to grant to John Torry the privilege of constructing a 
bridge across Guadalupe rlver—Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Owings, the rule was suspended, and a 
bill supplemental to an Act to incorporate the Aransas Road 
Company, approved February 14th, 1852—taken up, read ist 
and 2nd times, and referred to committee on Internal Improve- 
ments. 

Mr. Ector presented the petition of Thos. George ; referred 
to Private Land Claims committee No. 1. l : 
REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES. 

Mr. Shaw, chairman of._committee No. 1, on Private Land 
Claims, reported unfavorably upon the petition of Samuel T.. 
Burns. i i i 

Mr. Darden of G., chairman of committee on Enrolled bills,. 
reported correctly enrolled a bill to create and organize the 
i Judicial District, and to define the time of holding courts 
therein, 

And a bill for the reliet of the heirs of William Watson, de- 
ceased ; report accepted. l 

Mr. Dennis, chairman of committee on Engrossed bills, re- 
ported correctly engrossed, the following bills : 

A bill to incorporate the Waco Female Seminary. 

A bill for the reliefof Wm. Herrin. ` 

A bill to incorporate the Osceola Mill Company, in Dallas 
county. 

And a bill for the relief of the heirs of Robt. Collier. 

Report accepted. l a 
‘-Mr. Thompson, chairman of a Select Committee, made the 
following report : l ve o 


» 


The Select.Committee, to whom was referred the petition of 
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sundry citizens of Smith county, who .hay¢;settled upon and. 
improved a portion of an eleven league grant in that county: 
known as the seven league claim, have had the same under 

consideration, and have instructed me to report as follows: 

That upon a full review and consideration of the*mattérs 
set forth and alleged in said petition, your committee are of the ` 
opinion that -the only relief; which, under any circumstances, 
it would be compétent and ‘proper for the Legislature to extend 
to the petitioners, would’ be to-relieve them from the effect of 
the law making areservation of lands for the Pacific Railroad, | 
by relinquishing the right of the State to the lands in question,’ 
without prejudice to the rights, whatever they may be, of any 
and all adversary claimants thereto. To this extent your com-’ 
mittee believe that relief will be attained, undera general bill 
now pending before the Legislature. The committee therefore, 
asked to be discharged from the further consideration of the 
subject. | j 

Report received. , 

On motion of Mr. Smith òf Harris, the rule was suspended, 
anda Joint Resolution relative to the Federal Court, taken 
Up. 

Mr. Weelder moved to amend by striking out the preamble— 
Adopted by the following vote : = 


Yxuas——Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Arnoid, Askew, Bell, Bon- 
ner, Brown, Burress, Busby, Charlton, Cleveland of B., Crosby, 
Diekson of G., Ecter, Ellison, Francis, Gaines, Galloway, 
Hooker, Junker, Latham, Lawhon, Martin of H., Martin of L., 
McCown, McMillin, Merrick, Moore, Norton, Ochiltree, Ow- 
ings, Parker of T., Parsons, Pettus, Pollock, Reeves, Runnels, 
Rushing, Sayles, Smith of N., Stedman, Tarlton, Thompson,’ 
Tompkins, Welder, White, Wood, and Worsham—48. 


Nays—Messrs. Ardrey, Crabbe, Dalrymple, Darden of O., 
Darden ot G., Davis, Dennis, Dickson of R. R., Gay, Green, 
Hale, King, Kittrell, Locke, McClanahan, Melton, Middleton, 
Parker of A., Poag, Randolph, Selman, Shaw, Shepard, Smith, 
of Harris, Smith of Harrison, Throckmorton, Trigg, West, 
Williams of L., and Williams of S. A.—30. 


Mr. Thompson proposed to amend by striking out all after the 
word “circuit,” in the concluding part---Adopted. l 
Resolution as amended ordered to be engrossed; -A 
Mr. McMillin proposed to amend by striking out the words 
* or have it annexed to the 5th Judicial District ’—Adopted. 
Rule suspended—resolution read 3rd time and passed. 
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reported as follows: ak : 
The committee on Military Affairsyto. whom was referred. a 
bill fo incorporate the Houston Rifle Company of -the City of 
Houston, have had the same under consideration. : The com- 
mittee report the same back to the House, and recommend its 
passage. 
Report received, and bill read Ist time. 
Mr. Crosby introduced a bill to punish persons for writing 
upon, or defacing, or disfiguring the walls of the Public Build- 
ings of the State; read Ist and 2nd times, and ordered to be 
engrossed, a 5 4 e 
Rule suspended —read 3rd time, and passed. 
| Mr. Parsons introduced a bill to increase the Common Schoo 
und, and to provide for the investment of the same in the 
bonds of Railroad companies; read Ist and 2nd times, and 
referred to committee on Education. l 


others; read Ist and 2nd times, and referred to Publie Debt 
committee. l 

Mr. Stedman introduced a bill for the relief of Jas. Brown ; 
read Ist and 2nd times; and referred to committee No. 1, on 
Private Land Claims. 

And a bill for the relief of the legal representatives of Solo- 
mon Peck; read Ist and 2nd times, and referred to committee 
‘on Public Debt. © . . l 

Mr. Parker of T., presented a petition to incorporate Milford 
Institute; referred to committee on Education. 

Mr. Moore introduced a bill to validate the acts of L. 6. 
i McMicken, as Deputy County Clerk of Polk county; read Ist 
B® and 2nd times, and referred to Judiciary committee. 

m Myr. Williams of S. A., introduced a bill to repeal a portion 
= of the Mississippi and Pacific Railroad rescrve; read ist and 
m 2nd times, and referred to committee on Internal Improve- 
E ments. 

{| Mr. Thompson introduced a bill to amend an Act making 
E provisions for running and marking the Boundary Line between 
@ the State of Texas and the. Territories of the United States; 

£ tead ist and 2nd times, and referred to Geological committee: 
f And abillto amend an Act concerning Conveyances ; read 
f ist and 2nd times, and referred to Judiciary committee. 
# On motion of:Mr. Smith of Harris, Mr. Thompson was 
j Added to the Geological committee. ` ; 


Mr. McCown introduced a bill to repeal all laws regulatin 


Mr. McCown, chairman’of committee on Military Affairs, 


Mr. Pollock introduced a bill for the relief of Jos. Reily and 
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Mustang chases; read Ist and 2nd times, and. referred to com- 
mittee on State Affairs. 

Mr. Charlton introduced a bill for the relief of Addison.Sapp ; 
read ist arid 2nd times, anil: referred to committee No. 2; on- 
Private Land Claims. 

“Mr. Junker introduced a bill to create the county of Hardin; 
read 1st and 2nd times, and referred to committee on county 
Boundaries. 

Mr. Randolph offered the following resolution ; 

` Resolwed, That the subject of the establishment of a Lunatic. 
Asylum by. the State, be referred to a Select Committee of five, 
with instructions to report by bill, or i AS SOON as prac- 
ticable—Adopted. 

. Mr, Busby introduced a bill to incorporate the town of Fair- 
field d; read Ist and 2nd times, and referred to committee on 
State Affairs. 

Mr. Kittrell offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That, the Senate concurring, the sum of $50,006, 
be, and the same is hereby set apart for the establishment and 
erection of suitable buildings for the education of the blind, and 
the deaf and dumb, of the State of Texas. 

Referred to a Select committee of five. 

Mr. Sullivan offered the following resolution : 

Whereas, there is now established an Orphan Asylum, Re- 
solved, That the committee raised be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of erecting with said Orphan Asylum, one 
for the deaf, dumb and blind, so as to make one Institution for 
all these classes—A dopted. 

Mr. Smith of Harris, introduced a bill limiting suits on 
judgments and decrees rendered out of the State; read ist and 
2nd times, and referred to Judiciary. committee. 

Mr. Locke offered the following resolution : 

` Resolved, That the Sergeant-at-Arnis be requiréd to haye all 
the. scratching, marking and wr iting, cleaned off of the walls of 
this Capitol, as soon as 3 possible, and if the same shall be neces- 
sary, to require an appropriation, the same shall be paid out of 
the contingent Fund of this House—Adopted. 

: Mr. Shepard introduced a bill ‘to amend an Act to incorpo- 
rate the Washington County Railroad ; read ist and 2nd times, 
and referred to committee on Internal ‘Improvements. 

The Speaker then announced the following Select Committee 
an resolution to establish a Lunatic Asylum: Messrs. Thomp- 
son, Randolph, Throckmorton, West, and Welder. ` 

, Mr. Sayles moved. to take up Senate bills on 1st reading. 
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Mr. Brown moved to reconsider the vote on the bill for the 
relief of Owens.& Spier. . as a 
On motion of Mr. Moore, postponed until Tuesday, 29th J ty. 
On motion of Mr: Randolph, the vote on postponement Of 
Pre-emption bill on yesterday, was reconsidered. P 
The special order of the day was then taken up. “A biil to 
beeutitled an Act. providing for the support of Schools. ” 
On motion of Mr. Adrian, the bill was postponed until Thurs- 
day, dist inst. l 
, The Pre-emption bill was then taken up. . 
_ On motion of Mr. Throckmorton, the substitute of Mr. Charl- 
ton was adopted. oe 
Mr. Stedman offered the following amendmentto.the substi- 
tute of Mr. Charlton. Substitute for section 3rd: aie) 
“Section 3rd. That sections Ist and 2nd of this Act shall 
apply to pre-emptors outside of Peter’s Colony as well as to 
those within it, provided that this Act shall not be construed to 
confer any rights or grant any relief to those persons who have 
Settled as pre-emptors within the Pacific Railroad Reservation 
since 21st day of December, 1853, -whether they have settled 
within or without Peter’s Colony ; and this Actshall take effect 
from its passage. ’—Adopted. = 
The bill was then ordered to be engrossed—rule further sus- 
pended—read third time, and passed. 
Mr. Sayles moved to suspend the rule, and take up and act 
- upon House amendments to the Loan bill. oH 
On motion of Mr. Throckmorton, the motion Was postponed 
until Monday 28th inst., by a vote of 38 yeas, and 33 nays. + 
Mr. Dennis, chairman of the committee on Engrossed_ bills, 
made the following report: í 
To the Honorable H. P.- Bee, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The committee on Engrossed bills, have examined “A substi- 
tute to a bill for the relief of individuals who settled as pre- 
emptors, or who made locations by virtue of genuine certificates, 
within the Mississippi and Pacific Railroad Reserve, prior to 
the 21st day of December, A. D., 1853,” and find it correctly 
engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled an Act supplementary to the Act of 
March 13th, 1848, entitled “ An Act better defining the mari- 
tal rights of parties” being the special order, was then takén 
from the Speaker’s table. , l 

Mr. Stedman offered the following amendment to bill: ` 

“Ingert in section 3rd, lith line, between the words “pro- 
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perty ” and “and,” the following: ‘And shall make af an. 
nual report thereof, to the court of the county in which the 
‘property is situated; which shall be recorded in said’ court: ” 

On motion of Mr: Burress, the amendment was laid on the 
table. l bs en . 

Mr. Stedman offered the following amendment: ` | 

“ Section fourth, strike out, latter claim; and insert“ wpori the 
filing of said inventory, it shall be the duty of the court to re- 
quire of said surviving husband, bond with security condition, 
for the payment of all the debts chargeable upon said conmo- 
nity property, and for the delivery over to the persons entitled 
thereto, those shares therein, when the period of distribution 


- arrives, and upon failure to execute said bond with security as 


required herein, administration may be granted upon said 
estate, as in other ofses. ” T 

On motion of Mr. Charlton, laid on the table, by s vote of 
A5 yeas to 23 nays. Bo ier age 

Mr. Sayles moved. to reconsider the vote just taken, laying 
amendment of Stedman on the table. =~ . ` 

On motion of Mr. Rushing, motion to reconsider laid on the 
table. A 

Mr. Sullivan proposed the following amendment to tke bill: 

“ Amend by inserting after the word “onardian,” in line 
2nd, section 5th, the words, “‘or.creditors of the deceased wife 
of the community in person, or by agent or attorney.” 

On, motion of Mr. Burress, laid on the table, by a vote of 43 
yeas to 27 nays. 7 a 

Mr. Thompson proposed the following amendment : 

“ Amend by inserting after the word court, in 6th line of 4th 
section, “ upon complaint made, and satisfactory proof thereoi, . 
by any oue having an interest in said estate, either in person, 
or by next friend.” 

Mr. Crabbe ‘moved to lay the amendment on the table— 


Lost. 


_ Question recurring on adoption of amendment, and amend. 
ment adopted. e E ee l 

Mr. Cleveland of Bexar, presented the following amendment 
to bill: s 

“ Amend by inserting after the word “inventory, ”. in. the 
6th line of the 4th’section, the words, “or at any time there- 
after.” R +e a SP ae; 

On motion of Mr. Smith of Harrison, the amendment- was 
laid on the table. ces i 


j 


Mr, Stedman offer 
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‘Section 6th) line ist; ‘strike out,“ may; aha insert : shall, 
and add to the end of the $ ction, the following : aj! 

And if said surviving hůùšband shall fail to deliver to the 
heirs of-tyis- decedsed wife Rei equal and equitable share in 
_ paid: tõtamunity property when they respectively arrive at 
lawful Age, then lie ‘thay be ‘compellet to- dd; so at the suif of 
any one or more of said heirs, or theit legal‘répresentatives. 

On motion of Mr. Thompson, a division of the amendment 
was ordered, and Ist and 2nd amendmetits laid on‘the table. 

Mr. Sullivan imoved a reconsideration of the vote on adoption 
of Thompson’s amendinent. The House refused to reconsider, 
by a vote of 25 yeas to B5 nays, aa 

Mr. Stedman moved to strike out Stli section of the bill, 

Ou motion of Mr. Weelder; the motion was laid on the table. 

ot Dickson of R. R. , proposed the following amendment to 
the bill 

Amend by adding to 2nd section: “Provided that such right 
to contro], manage and dispose of the wife’s property, shall 
cease upon a second marriage of the husband, and said estate 
shall be subject to administration as In othar. cases ot deceased 
persons’ estates. 


On motion of Mr. Stedman, the amendment was iid on ihs 
table. 


Question on passage of the bill toa third reading was P 
and catried by the following vote yak 


Yras—Mesars. Adrian, EN E E Bonner, Brown, Bar- 
‘yess, Busby, Cleveland of B., Cleveland of L., Or abbe, Dalrym- 
le, Darden of G., Dennis, ‘Dickson of G., Dougherty, Ector, 
Elison, Francis, Gay, Green, Hale, Hooker, Junker; King, Kit: 
trell, Latham, Locke, Martin of H. , Mabry, McMillin, Melton, 
Merrick, Middleton, Moore, Parker of A., Parker of T, Par. 
sons, Pettus, Pollock, Randolph, Rinhels,. Rushing, Selman, 
Smith of Harris, Smiith of Harrison, Stott, Sullivan, Tarltor 
Tbompson, Tompkins, Trigg, Truehart, Welder, , West, White, 
Williams of L., and Wood—d7. 


Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Ardrey, Bell, Charlton, Darden ot 
C., Davis, Dickson of. R.R., Gaines, Galloway, Martin of L., 
McGown, Owings, Poag, Reeves, Sayles, Shaw, Sheppard, 
Stedman, Throckmorton, Witt and Worsham—2l, 

A message was received from the Senate, announcing to the 
House, tlie’ passage of the following bills” orfginating 3 inthe 
Senate: oe 


-i A-bill to be entitled An E e tö An Act enti- 
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tled ‘An Act to change the time ef holding Courts in the-10th 


and 14th Judicial Districts””. Also. | 
-A bill for the relief of Hervy Whiting. . l 

On motion of Mr. White, thèrule was-suspended, and the 
bill just reported from the Senate, entitled—* A bill to þe enti- 
tled An Act supplementary to An Aċt'to change the time of 
holding Courts in the 10th and 14th Judicial Districts ”—was 
taken up, read íst and 2nd times, and passed to a third read- 
ing; rule further suspended, read 3rd time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Reeves, the rule was suspended, and ‘ A 
bill providing for.the disposal of University lands,” was taken 
up, and made special order of the day, fer Monday week, 4th 
of August, and one hundred copies ordered to be printed.“ 

Mr. Ardrey moved suspension of rule that a bill to organize 
a Probate District, be taken up; and on motion, ordered to be 
made special order of the day for August 5th, Tuesday. 

The following message from the Governor, was taken from 
the Speaker’s table: 


EXECUTIVE OFFICE, 


E. M. PEASE. 
On motion of Mr. Ardrey, communication of the Governor 
referred to a special committee of three. i 


D 


_ On motion of Mr. Weelder, the House adjourned untill 8 
o’clock, to-morrow morning. 


` 


House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
l Austin, July 25, 1856. . 
House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present. Journal of yesterday read and adopted. l 
On motion of Mr. McMillin, the report and papers on the 
petition of F. Scrutchfield were re-referred to Committee No. 2, 
on Private Land Claims, . a 
On motion of Mr. McCown, the petition -and papers of Ste 
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phen Z. Hagle was taken up and re-r eferred to a Select Com- 
= mittee of five. ty 


| Mr. Charlton moved to suspend. the. =A and take vpadi 
for the relief of James Wall—Lost. - 


PETITIONS. : 
Mr. Dickson of R. R., presented the petition of Francis Bian- 
E ion; referred to Committee No. 2, on Private Land Claims. 

B Aud the petition of Patsey Kitchens; referred to Committee 
: No. 9, on Private Land Claims. 

“Mr. Selman, by leave, introduced'a bill to locate the-site of 


| Justice of Angelina county; read Ist and 2nd times, and refer- 
‘red to Committee on Connty Boundaries. ` 


REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES. 


Mr. Ochiltree, Chairman of Judiciary Committee, made. me 
f following reports: 


E Reported a bill to confirm the title issued to. Winfred Stanley ; : 
E voad Ist time. 


A report recommending the indefinite postponement of & 
Senate bill supplemental to the Act of 2ist December, 1837, 
to authorize the Clerks of District Courts to appoint Deputies, 
snd requiring them to keep their office at the county: site, &. 
A report: recommending the indefinite postponement of a Ga 
ate bill, for the relief of John W. Townsend. 

And a bill to prevent hunting by fire-light. . 

And a bill to prevent the sale of Liquor within the Town of 

Moscow, and certain Territory therein named. l 
Í À report recommending the passage of. a bill to validate the 
acts of S. S. McMicken, Deputy County Clerk, Polk County. 

And the indefinite postponement of a bill to amend an. Act 
soncerning Conveyances, and recommending the passage of a 


Jilt to incorporate the Town of Moscow: and to define the: pow- 
Bors of said’ corporation- 


“Reports received. 
Mr. Kittrell, Chairman of dmat on Education, canard 
mB bill to’ incorporate Miltord Institute; report: received, and 
pill read Ist time. 


| Mr. Kittrell moved to suspend the rule, in order to take up 
8 bill— Lost. 

E Mr. Gleveland of L., Chairman of Committee No. 2, ‘on‘Pub- 
ie Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief of. Samnel Hil, 
ud J. Fisher; report received, and bill read let time, .- 
| Mr. Gaines, Chairman. of Committee on’ Roads, Bridges. and 
ae reported, recommending the passage of a bill to amend 


17? 
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the 2nd section of an Act to incorporate the Dallas Bridge and 
Canseway Coimpany ; report received. Wa Sen 
Mr. Ardrey, one of Committee on State Affairs, reported: ay 
follows: a 
The Committee on State Affairs, to whom has been referre{ 
the petition of the citizens of Walker County, asking for thy 
repeal of the law passed at the commencement of thë presen 
gession, known and called the License Liquor Law; and also 
tbe petition of sundry citizens of Robertson County, prayin 
the repeal of the License Liquor Law, passed at the preser 
session, and that dealers in spirituous liquors be placed on t'e 
same footing, and required to pay the same rate of taxation 
have had the samë under consideration, and a majority of th 
Committee instructed me to report: That it is the opinion ¢ 
the majority of said Committee that it is inexpedient to mak 
any repeal or modification of the law referred to, and the la 
referred to by the petitioners has not had sufficient time to te 
its practicability, or to show that there has been any change: 
sentimentin public opinion, which resulted in the passage 
said Jaw; and that as many persons have availed themselves: 
the privilege conferred by said law, it would be a hardsli 
upon them now to modify or repeal the law, even if the 
thought it demanded by pnblic convenience. 
Report accepted. . - 
Mr. Dennis, Chairman of Committee on Engrossed bills, 
orted correctly engrossed, a bill for the relief of David! 
Owens and Abner B. Spier. 
Mr. Ochiltree, Chairman of Judiciary Committee, report 
{by leave) recommending the passage of a Senate bill to ame 
. the 21st section of An Actto organize County Courts, approt 
March 16th, 1848; and the passage of a Senate bill to legal 
certain surveys lying between the waters ot- the Colorado. 
the Brazos Rivers; and recommending the indefinite. postpc 
ment of a Senate bill to change the name of Martha McDov 
and John McDonald, to that of Martha McDonald Bateti 
and John McDonald Bateman. 
Report received. eo 
Mr. Thompson, one of the Judiciary Committee, made 


following report: : 

° The Committed on Judiciary, to whom was referred a 
limiting suits on judgments or decrees rendered out of 
State; bave badthe same under consideration, and a maj 
~"“pf'said Committee‘have instructed me to report: cs 
That they consider any legislation on the snbject, at the p 
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ent time, wholly unnecessary, the Legislature having limited 
the time for bringing actions on writs of Serifacias or judg- 
ments rendered in the Courts of this State at ten years, the Su- 

reme Court m analogy thereto, have applied to action 
bronght on judgments rendered in the Courts of other States 
of the Union Since the year 1846; and your Committee seeing 
no just reason for dSecriminating between judgments and de- 
crees rendered in the Courts of this State, and those rendered 
in the Courts of our sister States of the confederacy ; and the 
time limited not being considered unreasonably long tur debts, 
the proof of the existence of which is matter of record, the ma- 
jority of the Committee recommend that the law as it now 
stands at the present time, should not be disturbed. With re- 
spect to judgments and decrees rendered in jurisdictions beyond 
he limits of the United States, they are of ne higher dignity in 
he law than simple contract debts which are in writing, 
md actions thereon by analogy, would be barred in the same 
ime fixed by law for snch simple contract debts. The first 
‘lause of 2nd section is liable to the additional objection that it 
s intended to be, and is retroactive in its operation, and im- 
ses an unreasonable short time within which persons holding 
meh claims should enforce them in onr courts. The majority 
fthe Committee are unaware of the existence of any necessity at 
he present time for the-adoption of a measnre which, under 
my emergency, is one of doubtful policy. The 2nd and re- 
naining clause of this section is, in the opinion of the majority 
Í the Committee, already fully provided for by Statute. 

I am therefore instructed to report the bill back, and recom- 
nend the indefinite postponement of the same. ` 

Report received. 


Mesers. Sayles and Ochiltree, of said Committee, made the 
ollowing Minority Report on the same subject: 
The undersigned, minority of the Judiciary Committee, to 
hom was referred an Act te limit suits on foreign judgments, 
ave duly considered the same, and digsent from the opinion 
f the majority of said Committee. Statutes of limitations are 
stly termed statutes of repose, compelling parties to a prompt 
forcement of legal demands; the period of limitations pre- 
ribed for different actions, should be definite and. certain, 
aving nothing to Judicial construction. Tho case provided 
rby the bill under consideratien is nnprovided for in our 
tatute, and it is only by judicial consgtraction that a limitation 
prescribed to actions on jadgments of courts without thig 
tate. ‘The period of ten years applied_by. analogy to such 
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"actions, in theopinion:of . the undersigned, too long defeatin 
‘to a great oxtent,:the salutary objects effected-by the statute of 
limitations. a ee ae i, a ; j 7 
Your Committee therefore report the accompanying bill-ag 
substitute, and recommend its. passage. l 
Report received, and. bill read Ist time. at 
Mr. West, Chairman of: Committed on’ Public Buildings, re- 
“ported as fellows; `. ` ie i a 
; cans Committee on Public Buildings, to-whom was reférreii 
-tlm Messy ve of the Governor, with the accompanying report of 
had) missioners, for building the Governor's residence, have 
“Hae the same under consideration, and have instructed:me to 
report : o l T 

That the appropriation seems to have been expended -in ac- 
cordaaco with the requirements of Jaw, and their action ‘ander 
the law, in all respects proper, except as to the change of the - 

site fur the residence. The committee are not perfectly con 
-vinced that the change of the site was imperatively demanded 
by .the necessities of the case, thongh they admit that the site 
selected is in some material respects more desirable; yet the 
Jaw distinctly provided where the Governor’s residence should 
be placed, and clothed the commissioners with no discrétion 
whatever in the matter. Yet they purchased lots of Messrs 
Peck, Pucket, Swisher, Shaw, and Stapp, without any authority. 
Tbe matter cannot now be retnedied, and therefore, they have 
only to express the opinion of the committee that the commis. 
sioners acted wholly withotit authority in the premises. 

Tt is further believed that the title to the town lots go pur 
chased will not be completé until there is some affirmative 
action on the part of the State, ratifying such sale and purchase. 
They, therefore, while they disapprove of any departure by the 
commissioners from the law, as no detriment -can follow to the 
State from their acts, report the accompanying bill confirming 
their acts in the premises, and recommend its passage. 

Report received, and bill read 1st time. Also, 

The committed on Public Buildings, to: whom was referred 
the message of the Governor, in relation to the contracts fot 
the building ofthe new Land Office, have instructed me to. 
port that they have considered the same, and ask to be di 
charged. frori the further consideration of the same. 

Report received. ki 

Mr. Worsham offeréd the following resolution ;. En 

Resolved, That the special Committee, to -whom was referred 
the subject of a Geulogical Survey, and Agricultural Buresi 
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be-instructed to inquire into the necessity and .expediency.-of 
the establishment of the office of Agricultural Chemist for the 
State, and report by bill, or otherwise—Adopted. . 
On motion of Mr. Pettus, the rule was suspended, and a bill 
for the relief of Joba W. Townsend taken up, and referred to 
Mr. McCown introduced:a bil! to. incorporate. 


BS oe Re, 
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Mr. Locke presented the petition of Jonathan C. Pool; re- 
ferred to Committee on Public Lands. 

‘On motion of Mr. Locke; Mr. Parker of T., was excused from 
attendance on the House, on account of sickness. _ l 

Mr. Adrian offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That we meet hereafter at 4 o’clock, P. M., to be 
devoted to private or special business—Laid on the table one 


i 


day for consideration. 

Mr. Ector introduced a bill for relief ot Thos. George; read 
Ist and 2na times, and referred to Committee on Private Land 
Claims No. 2. oa 

And a bill for the relief of John B. Gaines ; read Ist and 2nd 
times, and referred to Committee No. 2, en Private Land 
Claims. l i 

On motion of Mr. Smith of Harris, Mr. Rushing was added 
to the committee on Geological Surveys. | 

A message was received from the Senate, announcing to the 
House, that the Senate had passed a bill to amend the caption 
of Ist and 16th sections ot An Act to incorporate the Texas 
Western Railroad Company, approved’ February 16th, 1852, 
notwithstanding the objections of the Governor. l 

Mr. Ochiltree, Chairman of J udiciary Committee, by leave, 
reported as follows + : - x 

A majority of the Committee, to whom was referred “‘ A-bill 
to investigate certain void and forfeited land titles,” an Act to 
quiet land titles, and a Senate biil to provide for the investiga- 
tion of land titles in certain connties, have had:the same under 
consideration, and direct me to report the same back, and recom- 
mend the indefinite postponement of the same. 

From which report the chairman dissents. _ 

Report received. 

. A message was received from the Senate announcing the 
passage by the Senate of a bill to extend the intercourse laws 
of the United States, for the prevention of the introduction or 
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saie of wines and spirittious liquors Within ten miles of the In. 
dian Reserves in the State of Texas. 

` On motion of Mr: Brown, the House proceeded to orders of 
the day, and business on the Speaker's table. 

Mr. Bee offered the following resolution: =, 

Resolved, That the House will proceed to consider (under the 
resolution setting apart Friday and Saturday of each week fo; 
the consideration of Private Claims) such bills-for reliefas may 
have been sent from the Senate, and shall have been reported 
upon by the appropriate committee of this House, and that all 
other bills of a private nature shall be transferred by the Chief 
Clerk to the Court of Claims, when the same may be organized 
—— Laid on the table. 

Mr. Sullivan called up a bill for relief of James Selman; 
read 2nd time and ordered to be engrossed—rule suspended— 
read 3d time and passed. - 

Mr. Ector called up a bill for relief of Ann Walling; read 
“end time. 

Mr. Runnels offered to amend as follows : 

Provided said survey shall not be extended upon any lands 
lying within what. is known as the Pacific Railroad reservation 
—ÀAdopted. 

Mr. Cleveland of L., moved the indefinite postponement of 
the bill. . i 

Mr. Parsons offered a substitute for the Bill. 

On motion of Mr. Runnels, laid on the table. ` 

Mr. Rushing offered a substitute for the bill, which, on mo: 
tion of Mr. Davis, was laid on the table. 

On mation of Mr. Cleveland of L., the bill and amendment 
were indefinitely postponed. 

Mr. Sayles called up a bill for the relief cf Edward Seal, Sr.: 
read 2nd time, and ordered to be engrossed—rule suspended— 
read 3d time and passed. ` 

Mr. Ellison called up a bill for relief of Elijah Votaw; read 
2nd time, and ordered to be engrossed—rule suspended—reai 
3d time and passed. 

Mr. Davis called up a bill to establish and incorporate a lit 
erary Institute, under the supervision and control of the Central 
Texas Annual Conference, located at Starrville, Smith county, 
Texas; passed to a 3d reading—rule suspended—read 3d tim: 
and passed. 

Mr: Rushing called up a bill for relief of Wesley Selman; 
read 2nd time. 

Mr. Rushing moved to strike out Anditor and Comptroller, 
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and insert Treasurer—A dopted; also, that the letter “M” be 
inserted between the words Wesley and Selman— Adopted: 
‘On motion of Mr. Locke, postponed until 11 o’clock to-mor- 
yow, A. M. 
‘Mr. Francis called up a bill, granting to Carolina Stafford 


| 8nd time, and ordered to be engrossed—rule suspended—read 
| 3d time and passed. 

| . Mr. Runnels called up a Senate bill, to incorporate Milam 
| Male and Female Academy ; read 1st and 2nd times, and pas- 
| sed to a 3d reading—rule suspended—read 3d time and passed 
| bya two-third vote~—65 yeas. l 

| Mr. Gaines called up a bill for the relief of Swen Bergstorm ; 
; read 2nd time, and ordered to be engrossed—rule suspended — 
| read 3d time and passed. 

€ Mr. Richardson called up a bill for the relief of Robt. W. 
| Williams; read 2nd time, and ordered to be engrossed—rule 
-suspended—read 3d time and passed. . 

Mr. Galloway called up a bill for relief of G. W. McNight; 
read 2nd time, and ordered to be engrossed—rule suspended— 
read 3d time and passed. : 

Mr. Reeves called up a bill for relief of Joseph Morrison ; 
read 2nd time, and ordered to be engrossed—rule suspended— 
| read 3d time and passed. 

Mr, Gay called up a bill for relief of Francis Blundell , read 
| ist and 2nd times, and referred to committee No. 1, on Private 
Land Claims. 

E Mr. Randolph called up a bill for the relief of 8. A. Miller; 
| passed to a 3d reading—rule suspended—read 3rd time and 
passed. 

Mr. Green called upa bill for releif of heirs of Jonathan 
Clark; read 2nd time, and ordered to be engrossed—-rule sus- 
pended—read 3d time and passed. 

l Mr. Pollock called up a bill to confirm the title issued to W. 
| Manley; read 2d time, and ordered to be engrossed~—rule sus- 
| pended—read 3d time and passed. 

| Mr. Hale called up a bill for the relief of Wm. C. Sypert; 
i ordered to be engrossed—rule suspended—read 3rd time and 


| Mr. Poag called up a bill for relief of Elizabeth Taylor, read 

| “8d time and passed. l 

Mr. Hooker called up a bill to incorporate Live Oak Lodge 

| ‘No. 54, I. O. O. F. : ordered to be engrossed—-rale susspended 
| ~~-read 3d time and passed by a two-third vote. 


| tbe privilege of erecting a Toll Bridge across Mud Creek ; read:- 
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Mr. Pettus called up a bill for the relief of Andrew Dongher- 
ty: ordered to be éngrossed—rule suspended—bill read 3rd 
time and passed. 

` Mr. Junker called up a bill for the relief of the Heirs of E, 
Palsifer ; read 3d time and passed. 

Mr. King ealled up a bill for the relief of Jno. A. Wells; 

peed to a 3rd reading—-rule susper@ed—read 3rd time and 
assed. . 
PM. Parsons called up a bill to incorporate Shawnee Lodge 


No. 15, I. O.O. F.; read Ist and 2nd times, and passed toa. 


3rd reading—rule suspended—read 3rd time and passed. . 
Mr. Parker of A., called up a bill for relief of Miles Bennett; 
ae to be engrossed—rule suspended—read 3rd time and 
assed. 
Mr. Latham called up a bill to incorporate Brownsville & 
Rio Grande Railroad Company; substitute reported by commit- 
tee adopted, and ordered to be engrossed—rule suspended— 
read 3d time and passed by a two-third vote. 
Mr. Owings called up a bill to incorporate the Town of Hel- 


‘ena, ordered to be engrossed—rule suspended—read 3d time 


and passed by two-third vote. 

Mr. Lawhon called up a Bill for relief of Lucy Jordan; read 
2d time, and ordered to be engrossed—rule suspended—read 
3d time and passed. = 

Mr. Ochiltree called up a bill for reliéf of Edgar Pallett; 
ordered to be engrossed—rule suspended—read 3rd time and 

assed. e. 
i Mr. Locke called up a bill for relief of James M. Monroe ; 


amendment of committee adopted, and bill ordered to be en- 


grossed—rule suspended—read 3rd time and passed. F 
Mr. Martin of H., called up a bill to incorporate the Waco 
Female Academy; ordered to be engrossed; read 3d time and 
passed by a two-third vote. 
` Mr. Latham, by leave, called up for Mr. Nickles, whose 
name was next on the Alphabetical list, a bill for the relief of 


“Eli Mitchel, read 2nd time, and ordered to be engrossed—rule 


suspended—read 3d time and passed. o 
Mr. Martin of L., called up a bill to change the line between 

the counties of Lavaca and Gonzales; read 2nd time and order- 

ed to be engrossed—rule suspended—read 3d time and passed. 


Mr. Moore called up a bill for the relief of John A. Robb; _ 


ordered to be engrossed—rule suspernided—read 3rd time and 
passed. l 


Mr. Middleton called up a bill for the relief of Elisha T. Rob- 
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inson; read 2nd time, and ordered to be eugrossed—ruüle sus- 
pended—read 3d time and passed. ` “ 

Mr. McClanahan called up a bill for the relief of William 
Harrington; read 2nd time, and ordered to be engrossed—rule 
suspended—read 3d time and passed. a 

Mr. Mabry called up a Senate bill to incorporate Chappell 
Hill College; read 3d time and passed by a two-third vote. - 

Mr. Merrick called up a bill for the relief of the heirs and 
legal representatives of Archibald Fitzgerald; substitute re- 
ported by the committee adopted, and erdered to be engrossed 
—rule suspended—read 2d time and passed. 

Mr. Smith of Harrison, called up a bill to permit-certain free 
ersons of color, claiming to have been the property of Gabriel 
oore, late of Alabama, to remain in the county of Harrison, 

State of Texas, for two years after the suit, now pending in 
said county to establish their freedom, shall have been decided 
which had been vetoed by the Governor. 


The House refused to pass the bill over the Governor’s veto, — 


it requiring two-thirds, by the following vote: 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Adrian; Arnold, Askew, Bonner, 
Brown, Burress, Buaby, Cleveland of B., Crabbe, Darden. of G., 
Darden of C., Dickson of R. R., Dongherty, Ector, Ellison, 
Francis, Galloway, Hale, Junker, King, Kittrell, Lawhon, 
Martin of H., Martin of L., Mabry, McCown, McMillin, Mid- 
dleton, Ochiltree, Owings, Parsons, Pettus, Poag, Pollock, 
Runnels, Sayles, Selm an, Smith of Harris, Sinith of Harrison, 
Smith ot Newton, Stedman, Tarlton, Throckmorton, Tompkins, 
Wood and Worsham.—47. 

Nays—Ardrey, Charlton, Cleveland of L., Dennis, Dickson, 
of G., Gaines, Green, Latham, Locke, Melton, Moore, Norton, 
Perker.of A., Randolph, Reeves, Richardson, Rushing, Shaw, 
Shepard, Stout, Sullivan, Thompson, Trigg, Truehart, Welder, 
West, White and Williams of S. A.—2s. 

Mr. Darden of G., offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That all bills and petitions for private relief hereaf- 
ter presented to the Honse, that should properly go before the 
Gonrt of Claims, and all bills and petitions. of a like character, 
now. before tie committees of the Honse and all upon which, 


there has been an unfavorable report shall be transferred tọ- 


said Conrt of Claims. 


. Laid on the table. 
z Mr. Francis moved to adjourn until 8 o'clock tomorrow— 


Lost. g: a 
Mr. Weelder asked leave to exercise his privilege, under 


e 
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the alphabetical rule, of calling up a bill, stating that he would 
rg aont to-morrow, when his name was called—request re- 
used. ~~ l 

Mr. Reeves moved a reconsideration of the vote, refusing to 
pass a bill for the relief of certain -persons of color, in Harri- | 
son county, over the veto of the Governor. 

On motion of Mr. Randolph, motion to reconsider, laid on 
the table until to-morrow. po a l 

“a Poay moved to adjourn until 8 o’clock A. M., to-morrow 
—Lost. : 

Mr. Melton called up a bill for relief of Ruth McFaddin ; 
bill ordered to be engrossed—rule suspended—read 3rd time 

_ and passed. 

Mr. McMillin called up a bill to incorporate the Town of 
Waco, with a report from committee on State Affairs, recom- 
mending amendments; report and amendments adopted and bill 
ordered to be engrossed—rule suspended—read 3ra time and 
passed by a two-third vote. 

Mr. Locke, one of committee on Enrolled bills, reported cor- ` 
rectly enrolled, the following bills: 

An Act to incorporate the Austin City Bridge company, 
and an Act to encourage tl e improvement of the Navigation of 
the Rivers and other Navigable waters of Texas, by making 
appropriation for the same—Report accepted. 

On motion of Mr. Brown, a bill for the relief of Louisa Neth- 
erly, taken up, read Ist and 2nd times, and referred to comit- 
tee No. 1, on Private Land Claims. 

On motion, the House adjourned until 8 o’clock A. M., to- 
morrow. 


Hovuss or ae eee 
Austin, July 26, 1856. 
House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
- present. Journal of yesterday read and adopted. 


PETITIONS. 


Mr. Norton presented the petition of the heirs of Santos 
Flares, deceased, and the heirs and assignees of Francisco Gar- 
cia Garza, deceased; referred to a committee on land titles 
West of the Nueces, l 


Mr. Sayles presented the petition of Robt. W. & W. C. 
Chappell; referred to committee No. 1, on Private Land 
Claims. l 
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REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES. 

Mr. Throckmorton, chairman of committee on Internal Im- 
provements, reported a substitute for a Senate bill supplemen- 
tal to an act to incorporate the Aransas road company, approv- 
ed February. 14th, 1852, and a substitute for a bill to incorpe- 
rate the Nueces and San Patricio Shell-road and Bridge Com- 
pany; report received. 

Mr. Latham, by leave, presented the petition of Jose Md. 
Villareal and Andrez Ramierez; referred to committee on lan 
titles West of the- Nueces. i 

A message was received from the Senate announcing to the 
House that the Senate had passed a bill originating in the 
House, to incorporate the Luther Rice Baptist Institute. 

Mr. Cleveland of B., by leave, presented the petition of Jose 
Cassiano; referred to Judiciary committee. i 

Mr. Parker of T., chairman of committee on State Affairs, 
reported a bill for the relief of David Cook; report received 
and bill read first time. 

Mr. White, chairman of committee on Public Lands, report- 
ed favorably on a bill to create a new land district out of the 
territory, comprised within the territory of the county of 
Karnes. 

Mr. Dickson of R. R., one of committee, No. 2 on Private 
Land claims, reported a bill for the relief of Stephen West- 
brooks; report received and bill read first time. 

Also a bill for the relief of Francis L. Blanton; and a bill 
for the relief of Patsy Kitchens; reports received and bills 
read first time. 

Mr. Randolph, chairman of committee on Claims and Ao- 
counts, made the following report: 

AUSTIN, July 26th, 1856. 
Fo the Honorable H. P. Bee, l 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The Committee on Claims and Accounts, to whom was re- 
ferred the petition of John F. Womack, Sheriff of Harrison Co., 
have had the same under consideration, and instruct me to 
re. ot ile petiticrftack to the House, ardask to bediechar 
from the further consideration of the same. It seems that Mr, 
Womack, Sheriff of Harrison county, in March 1856, conveyed 
to the Penitentiary from said county, three convicts, and that 
he employed three guards, hired a hack, &c., and that his en- 
tire expenses, including guards, hack-hire, self and prisoners, 
amounted to about $250,00; that he received from the Super- 
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intendent of the Penitentiary the sum‘of $129, leaving a bal- 
ance of $80 or. $90 unpaid. The law provides-that the Sher- 
iff- shall receive $2,50 for every 30 miles going to and return- 
ing from the Penitentiary. The guards shall receive $2,00 for, 
like services, and for each prisoner the sheriff is entitled to re- 
ceive 5 cents a mile for every mile travelled in going to the 
Penitentiary. Fromathoroughexamination it appears that the 
Sheriffhas received his mileage, also that of his guards, as well as 
that of the prisoners. The committee are satisfied that Mr. 
Womack expended more than he received, but having re- 
eeived the full amount allowed by law for himself, his guards 
and prisoners, they conclude that his is one of those hard cages 
to which he is bound to submit. . 

The committee cannot, in view of the constitutional inhibi- 
tions, recommend any thing for his relief. 

l Respectfully subinitted.. 

Mr. Davis, chairman of committee on Engrossed Bills, re- 
ported correctly engrossed, the following bils: 

A bill for the relief of pre-emption claimants. 

. A bill to punish persons for writing upon, defacing or disfig- 
uring the walls of the public buildings of the State. 
| A bill granting toll privileges to Martin Worrel. 

_A bill supplemental to and amendatory of an act authoriz- 
ing and requiring the county court of Brazoria county to es+ 
tablish, discontinue and regulate public roads. 

A bill granting to the town of New Braunfels in Comal 
county, the privilege of constructing a bridge across the Guad- 
alupe river, and a joint resolution concerning the Federal 
Courts. Report accepted. 

Mr. Locke, one of the committee on engrossed bills, reported 
correctly engrossed, a bill to change the line between the coun- 
ties of Lavaca and Gonzales. Report accepted. 

Mr. Gaines, chairman of committee on Roads, Bridges and 
‘Ferries, reported a bill to authorize C. C. DeWitt to construct 
a bridge across Guadalupe river. Report received, bill read 
first time, rule suspended, bill read second time. Mr. Darder 
of 'G., proposed to amend as follows, to be added to first sec- 
tion: “ Provided that said bridge shall not obstruct the navi- 
gation of the river. To come in at the end of third Section: 
Provided, that after the expiration of ten years fromthe com- 
pletion of the bridge, the above rate of toll shall be subject to 


amendment or modification by the Legislature. Adopted— 
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rule suspended—hill read third time and passed by a two-thi 
you... a oA 


i ; 
„Mr. Shaw; chiman of committee No. 1, reported a pilk for 


_the relief of David Holdeman, and a bill for the relief of Sith. 
_J. Wood. Reports received, bills read ‘first time. : oe 
Mr. Throckmorton moved a suspension of the rule in ordér 


to take up Senate bills on first reading—lost. 
BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS. 

_ Mr. Dalrymple introduced a bill granting compensation to 
‘yeviewers of roads; read first and second times and referred to 
committee on Roads, Bridges and ferries. eee 

Mr. Locke-introduced a bill to incorporate the Birdville Lif 
erary Institute; read first’ and second times and referred: 
Judiciary committee. R 

Mr. Busby presented the petition of Wm. D. Menifee; re- 
ferred to committeé on State Affairs. 

Mr. Ardrey introduced a bill to extend the time of perform- ' 
ance, &c., by the N.ew Orleans, Opelousas andjGreat Western 
R. R. Company; read first and second times and referred te 

. committee on Internal Improvements. . 

` - Mr, Throckmorton introduced a bill to better define the 
lines of the Memphis, Elpaso and Pacific, the Texas Western 

. ard Galveston, Houston amd Red River Rail Roads; read ‘first 

. and second times and referred to committee on Internal. Im- 


4 
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provements. = 
: Mr. Busby, by leave, presented the petition of J. B. &-D. ; 
R. Wortham; referred to committee No. 2, on Private Land f; 
Claims. K 
Mr. Junker introduced a bill to establish a causeway across. 
the Naches River marsh in Orange county; read first and sec- fd 
ond times and referred to committee on Roads, Bridges: and 


Ferries. | a a 
Mr. Ardrey offered the #@ffewae resolution: "36 
Resolved, That the committeè on Finance be required to 

examine into the expediemey of reducing the assessment and 

collection of the taxes of the State and report by bill or áther- 

wise; adopted. . D 

Mr. Melton introduced a bill for the relief of Ethan Melton; 

‘yead first and second times and referred to committee:con 
__ Claims and-accounts. - : oo: 
Mr. Cleveland of Liberty offered the following -resolution 

. Resolved, That under the resolution: setting apart Friday 

‘and Saturday for the consideration of special bills for relief, 
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the House will consider such bills only as are reported favora- 
bly by the Committees, and that such bills and petitions as are 
now before the Committees on Private Land Claims be return- 
ed to the House, with a recommendation that the same be re- 
ferred to the Court of Claims; laid on table one day for con- 
aideration. 

On motion of Mr. Truehart the House procceded to the busi- 
ness on the Speaker’s table and orders of the day. ~ 

The hour having arrived, the special order, viz: Bill for the 
relief of Wesley Selman, taken up, Mr. Rushing offered a sub- 
` stitute for the bill; substitute adopted and ordered to be en- 

grossed—rule suspended—read third time and passed by a two- 

‘third vote. 

Mr, Worsham called up a bill to incorporate the town of 
Montgomery; bill ordered to be engrossed—rule suspended— 
read third time and passed by a two-third vote. 


Mr. Adrian called up 2 bill to incorporate Jamestown Acade- 
my; ordered to be engrossed—rule suspended—read third time 
and passed by a two-third vote. 

Mr. Ardrey called up a bill for the relief of Sarah A. Cooke; 
read and ordered to be engrossed—rule suspended—read third 
time and passed. ` 

Mr. Shaw, chairman of Committee No. 1, on Public Land 
Claims, by leave, reported favorably on a bill for the relief of 
‘Thos, J. Jordan, which, on motion of Mr. Locke, was taken 
_ up—adopted, and bill ordered to be engrossed; rule suspende 
—yread third time and passed. 

_ Mr. Ochiltree, chairman of Committee on Judiciary, reported 
as follows: 

The Judiciary Committee to whom was referred the peti- 
tion of sundry citizens of Walker county, praying for the. in- 
corporation of an institution of learning, to be called Waverly 
Institute, have had the same under consideration, and directed 
“me to report: That the Committee do not think it expedi- 
ent or proper to grant that portion of the petition which for- 
bids the sale of Spirituous Liquors within five miles of the 
_ proposed Institute. We are.of opinion that the general law 
on the subject of the retailing of Spirituous Liquors now in 
force in the State, affords a perfect remedy against the evil 
contemplated by the petitioners. We, therefore, have reported 
a bill for the incorporation of. the Waverly Institute without 
the provisions prayed for, and respectfully recommend its pas- 
sage. Report received. oe 
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On motion of Mr. Kittrell, report and biil taken up; report 
‘adopted, and bill ordered to be engrossed; rule suspended, 
bill read 3d time and passed. Sey : 

_ Mr. Witt called up a bill to-aniend the second section of an 

act. to incorporate the Dallas Bridge and Causeway Company 3 t 
ordered to be. engrossed; rule suspended, read 3d time and 
passed by a two-third vote. ‘ | 

Mr. Arnold called up a bill, for the relief of F. F. Lindhei- | 
mer; read 2d time and ordered to be engrossed ;, rule suspend- 
ed, read 3d time and passed by a two-third vote. a 

Mr. Williams of S. A., called np a bill, for the relief of - 
Thos. Peck; read 2d time and ordered to be engressed ; rule 
suspended read 3d time and passed. l 

Mr, Askew called up a bill to incorporate St. Mary Uniyer- | 
sity in the county of Galveston; ordered to be engrossed— 
rule suspended, read 81 time and passed by a two-third vote. | 

Mr. Dennis, chairman of the committee on engrossed bills, 
reported correctly engrossed, a bill for the relief Edgar Pallett,” 
and a bill for the relief of Wm. Carrell Lypert; referred and 
accepted. co s 

Mr. Williams of L., called up a bill to incorporate the town He 
of Parris; amendments of committee adopted. . 

Mr. Williams of L. offered an amendment for the 7th sec- 
tion, which was adopted and bill ordered to be engrosse.i; rule 
Suspended, bill read 3d time and passed. 

Mr. Locke one of the committee on engrossed bills, reported 
correctly engrossed, a bill for the relief of ‘Thos, J. Jordan ; 
report accepted. 

Mr. Bell called up a Senate bill, for the relief of Jno. W. 
Collins and Nathan W. Bush; read 1st’ and 2nd times and 
passed to a third reading; rule suspended, read 3d time and 
passed. , . ; 

Mr. White called up a bill for the relief of Thaddeus Doug- 

_ lass; read 2nd -time and ordered to be engrossed; rule sus- 
. pended, read 3d time and passed. | 

Mr. Adrian by leave presented the petition of W. G. Yates; 
referred-to a select committee of five, © essays 

Mr. Bonner called upa bill to incorporate. Wildy, Lodge 
No. 21 of I. O. O. F.; ordered to be engrossed; role suspend: — 
ed, read 3d time and passed by a, two third vote. : 

Mr. Throckmorton, by leave, presented the petition of Ploen- 
on a Tonkahua chief; referred to the committee on Indian ; 

airs, | 
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Mr. Randolph moved a suspension of the rule, in order to 


_ take up‘Senate bills on their:firet reading—lost. |. - 


On: motion of: Mr: Sayles, the, vote jast taken was'reeptisid- 
ered, and Mr.-Randolph’s motion adopted, whereuponi-the 
House proceeded to take up the following Senate bills, which 
were réad Ist and 2nd times, and referred to the appropriate 
committees. 5 D 
, A message was received from the Senate annannceing to the 
House, that the Senate’ had passed a Hovse bil! for the relief 
of Thos. J. Jordan. SS 


The Speaker then announced the following select committee 


-on the petition of W. G. Yates: Messrs. Dickson of G., Cleve- 


land of L., Hooker, Selman and Darden of G., and ‘Messrs. 
MecUown, Green, Latham, White and Reeves; a committee on 
abill for the relief of S. T. Hoyle; and the following commit- 
tee on Reviséd Statutes: Messrs. Ardrey, Shepard and Dick- 
son of R. R. - 


Senate bills read and referred to appropriate committees. 


_ BILLS REFERRED TO COMMITTEE NO 1. ON PRI- 


VATE LAND CLAIMS. 
A bill for the relief of the heirs of Hezekiah George; 
ic Se Oo‘ 6E g E4 et Benj. Bryant; 
ua eoa a a a Johnas. Hill; 
u E e, E a E EQ, W. L. Haynes ; ` 
“Hh E «u e u Francisco A. Las Rivas: 
a n ORE w E e c e e Thos. Bell; : 
WG 6 a a & u © u Frayland de la Garza ; 
E le C G s6 co <4 « James P. Nash Ei 
“oea a u € a «o Richard Anderson ; 
«& Segnin y Ruiz; ` 
Go s E € ç « & C° a Hamilton Ledbetter ; 
« James Cummings; 
© a « & «6 € a « « James M. Rase ; 
“a a a € a a a a Christopher Coats ; 
“au ew & & a Dawson B. Chariton ; 
«K E E E € u u č Elijah B. & Elnha Thomas 
Go a € n aou u « Jose de Jesus Rodrigues ; 
a K A K $: se i af ti Cling Pearson ‘ 
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A bill spplemental to a bill for the relief of Jos. W, one 
fn and Hd. Stephenson. 
A bill for the. ‘relief of Alexander McCulloch ; 
ub “ i Asa Dossett ; 
& “« 0 «& “u Heirs-of Cor mel Mauchold ; 
“ si «o «o John Marshall, deceased. 
“. . “ou Jobn d. McClosky ; ; 


á; s « «Robt. Sanders; i, 

“ v6 “o «Thos, Patterson ; 

u > g « « Heirs of Henry Applewhite ; 
és “c sik sé t: Edg ar M. Sanders : : 
‘“ ra G6 k t st Woy. H. Clopton ; : 


as "t « «Joseph Moore 

i s Heirs of Derby Morris; 

£4 7 ras 6 it tib bk R, G. Dunlap ; 

j i « «James McDonald; 

& REFERRED TO JUDICIARY COMMITTEE. 

| A Billto allow John G. Graham to transact business in his 
| own name. 

| A bill making a donation of ten sections of land ta Robt. 

| Wilson. 

| A bill to make valid certain surveys, made in Henderson 
;} county. 

| & bill to change the name of Rosalia Hernandez, to Maria 
| Rosalia Upshur, ` 


A bill to provide for cancelling patents, issued upon forged ` 


| evidence, 
| A Dill fixing compensations for saving cotton found j in any ‘of 
| the waters of this State. 
| A bill authorizing the use of the Spanish language before 
> ustices QOvuurts, in certain cases west of the Guadalupe 
E mMYer, 

A bill for the relief of the children of Josiah Hudson. 

A Bill to legitimate Dunenciana Howland, daughter of 
Samuel W, Howland, deceased. 
| ALL requiring Chief Justices of County Courts to give 
bond tor the faithful performance of their duty. 
| JOINT RESOLUTION. . 

Proposing amendment to the Constitution of the nts. 

REFERRED TO COMMLLTEE ON STATE A FaIRS. 

À bat teane rporate the fno Pa noli Whart Gannpany, 

A ball te incorpaara te Ida L aige, No. 14, 1.0.0. F. 

A bill to iwworporee the town of | sod teat in., 

duint Hesulution autuorizing the Guversur tu take meenmages 

Le 
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to provide for. transcribilig the-journals of the House of Repre- 
presentatives of the late Republic and State.of Texas., “by 
Ben. F. Hill, or return of the m drawn by him for said 
work. ; 
A bill to authorize ‘the County Clerk `of T County 
to transcribe the mark-and brand book of said county. 
A bill to incorporate the town of-Boston in Bowie county. 
A bill authorizing the County: Courts to furnish officers for 
Sheriffs and District-Surveyors. - 
A bill to provide ‘for the safe keeping of thé libraries of the 
Supreme Court at the ‘several branches thereof, ` l 
A bill for'thé relief of SamI. McKneely. 
A bill to amend an Act to incorporate the Union marinc 
. and fire Insurance Company. 
REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION. 
A bill appropriating certain monies to School Fund. 
A bill to incorporate the Frost Institute. ° 
i SLAVES AND SLAVERY. l 
A bill to amend the Ist section of an Act to provide for the 
appointment of patrols and to prescribe their duties, ~ 
ROADS, BRIDGES AND FERRIES.. 
A bill to incorporate the Guadalupe bridge company. 
PUBLIC LANDS. 
A pill to validate a survey aud patent upon the headright 
certificate of John R. Rogers. 
PENITENTIARY. 
;A bill to amend an Act to establish a State Penitentiary. 
“PUBLIC PRINTING. 
A bill concerning the Public Printing. 
COUNTY BOUNDARIES. 
A bill to create the county of Jack. 
A bill to create the county of Palo Pinto. 
INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS. 
A bill to incorporate the Powderhorn, Victoriaand Gonzales 
Railroad Company. 
A bill to amend the 4th section of an act to incorporate the 
_ Galveston and Brazos navigation company, approved 8th Feb- 


ruary, 1850. 
PUBLIC DEBT. 


A pill for the relief of A. M. Clare. 

A bill making appropriation for the payment of a portion ot 
the 2d class debt of the late Republic. 

A bill for the relief of Joseph D. Lilly. 


meee 
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A: bilk for the ‘relief of the heirs’of ‘Hervey Whiting a : n 
Z A pill for the relief of A. Savery. as 
“+A bill to grant æ pension to David Cole.’ oS 

“A pill for thie relief of F. R Lubbock. © Gi 
l FINANCE, 


T “pill to validate ° ‘certain acts of the Assessors and Colles: 
tors of Taxes, appointed’ under the provisions of an Act tò 


provide for the, assessment and. “collection of taxes,’ approva) 
May 13th, 1846. 


CLAIMS AND ACCOUNTS.” , 7... i 
A bill for the relief of Juan Delgado. . OE 
A’ bill for the relief of James M. Rigg. a 


A bill for the relief of Robt. Baldwin. . . 

A bill for the relief of Mercer Fain, Sen, and Wm. M: 
Heratt. 

A bill for the relief of the Casbatte Indians; ‘referred to 
select Committee of three. 

INDEFINITELY POSTPONED. . 

A bill to provide for holding the spring term of the District 

Court of Matagorda Oo, for 1856. 


A-bill to authorise the ISTE Courts to issue land ere: 


cates in certain cases, 


LAID ON THE TABLE. 

A hill to consolidate the Texas Monumental Committee and 

the Texas Military Institute into Rutersville College. 
PASSED. l 

A bill to extend the intercourse laws of the U. S., for the 
prevention of the introduction or sale of wines and spirituous 
liquors within ten miles of the Indian Reserve in Texas. 

Joint resolution instructing our Senators, and requesting 
our Representatives in Congress to use their “influence to pro- 
curg the incorporation of the officers of the late Navy of Texas 
into the Navy of the Uuited States. 

Mr. Brown called up a bill to incorporate the Texas cotton 
seed oil and paper manufacturing company. The House re- 
fused to adopt the amendment proposed by the committee o 
the J udiciary, amendment of Mr. Brown was adopted. Bil 

read third time and adopted by a two-third vote. 

Mr. West called up a bill for the relief of Samuel Swart- 
out and others. The House refused to pass the bill to a third 
reading by the following vote : 

YEas.—Megsrs. Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Charlton, Cleve- 
land of B., Crosby, Darden of C., Davis, Dennis, Dickson of 
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G., Ellison, Gaines, King, Kittrell, Latham, McCown, Norton, 
Ochiltree, Parsons, Sayles, Shepard, Smith of Harris, Stout, 
Sullivan, Tarlton, Throckmorton, Thompson, Tompkins, Trigg, 
Truehart, West, Williams of L., and Williams of 8. A.—33. 

Nays.—Messrs. Bonner, Brown, Burress, Busby, Cleveland 
of L., Crabbe, Dalrymple, Darden of G., Dickson of R. R., 
Dougherty, Ector, Francis, Galloway, Gay; Green, Hale, 
Hooker, Lawhon, Locke, Martin of H., Martin of L., Mabry, 
McClanahan, McMillin, Melton, Merrick, Middleton, Moore, 
Owings, Parker of A., Pettus, Pollock, Randolph, Reeves, 
Richardson, Rushing, Selman, Shaw, Smith of Harrison, 
Smith of Newton, Stedman, White, Witt, Wood and Wor- 
sham.—45 | 

Mr. Williams of S. A., one of the committee on Private Land 
Claims No. 1, reported a bill for the relief of Seth Hayce; re- 
port received and bill read Ist time. 

And a bill for the relief of Thornton Thacher; read Ist 
time. 

Also a bill for the relief of the beirs of Martin Murchison; 
read Ist time. 

Mr. Waelder called up a bill granting to John Torry and 
ethers the privilege of constructing a bridge across the Guada- 
lupe river, read 2d time and ordered to be engrossed—rule sus- 
pended—bill read 3d time and passed by a two-third vote. 

. Mr. Burress called up a bill for the relief of W. W.O. Stan- 
field, read 2d time and ordered to be engrossed—rule suspend- 
ed—read 3d time and passed. 

Mr. Truehart called up a bill for the relief of ©. W. Peter- 
gon, read second time and ordered to be engrossed—rule gus- 
pended, read 3d time and passed. . 

Mr. Charlton called up a bill for the relief of Nathaniel 
Prescott, and offered substitute, Mr. Burress moved to lay 
substitute on the table.—Lost. Question recurring on adop- 
tion of substitute of Mr. Charlton, it was adopted. Mr. West 
offered amendment to substitute; which on, motion- of. Mr. 
Charlton was laid on the table. Thebill was ordered to be en- 
grossed, rule suspended, read 3d time and passed. 

' Mr. Busby called up a bill fortherelief of Arthur G. Wavell. 
On motion Mr. White proposed $500 as compensation for At- 
torney General was stricken out. Bill ordered to be engrossed, 
rule suspended, read 3d timeand passed by the following vote: 
' Yuas—Messrs. Speaker, Adraia, Ardrey, Arnold, . Askew, 
Brown, Busby, Cleveland of B., Crosby, Darden of C., Darden 
of G., Davis, Dennis, Dougherty, Ector, Ellison, Gaines, Gal- 
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McMillin, Merrick, Middleton, Norton, Ochiltree, Parker of 
A., Parsons, Pettus, Poag, Reeves, Sayles, Smith of Harris, 
Smith of Harrison, Stedman, Sullivan, Tarlton, Throckmor- 
ton, Thompson, Tompkins, Truehart, West, White, Williams 
of L., Williams of 8. A., and Worsham—55. 

Nays—Messrs. Bell, Bonner, Burress, Cleveland of L., Dal- 
rymple, Dickson of R., Dickson of G., Francis, Gay, Green, 
Hale, Hooker, Junker, Martin of L., McClanahan, Melton, 
Randolph, Rushing, Selman, Shaw, Stout, Smith of N. Trigg, 
Witt and Wood—25. $ 

Mr. Witt moved to adjourn till 8 o’clock Monday moming. 
Lost. 

Mr. Davis moved to adjourn till 90’clock Monday morning. 
Lost. - 3 
Mr. Trigg, called up a bill to more particularly define the 
eastern boundary line of Bastrop county—ordered to be en- 
grossed, rule suspended, read 3d time and passed. - 

Mr. Davis moved to adjourn till840’clock, Monday morning. 
Lost. 

Mr. Cleveland of B., called up afbill for therelief of W Miam 
'B. Jaques, substitute of the committee adopted—ordered to 
be engrossed, rule further suspended, read 3d time and passed 
by a two-third vote, 

Mr. Davis moved to adjourn until five minutes past8 o’clock 
Monday morning. Lost. 

Mr. Merrick, by leave, introduced a bill to incorporate the 
Mexican Gulf and Rio Grande Rail Road Company, read 1st 
and 2d times, and referred to committee on internal improve- 
ments. 

Mr. West moved to adjourn to five minutes to 8 o’clock, 
Monday morning. Lost. 

Mr. Davis moved to adjourn till 4 o’clock this evening. 

On motion of Mr. Adrian the House adjourned till 8 o’clock 
Monday morning. | 


Hovsr oF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Austin, July 88th, 1856. 
E House met pursuant to adjournment—Roll called—quorum 
f present. Journal of Saturday 26th, inst., read and adopted. 
| On motion of Mr. Ardrey, the vete taken on 26th inst., indefi- 
} mte postponing a bill authorizing District Courts to issue Land 


me (Certificates iw certain cases, was reconsidered, and bill referred 


E to Judiciary Committee. 
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loway, King, Kittrell, Locke, Martin of H., Mabry, McCown, 
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P <. ı PETITIONS. - 


Mr. Dennis presented the petition of Evanda Wiliams and 
Abigail Williams; referred to Corninitte No. 1, on Private Land 
Claims. . l ; ; 

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES. 

Mr. Throckmorton, Chairman of Committee on Internal Im- 
provements, made the following report : O5 . 

- The Committee on Internal Improvements, to whom was re- 
ferred a bill for the relief of John W. Townsend, amended-by 
the.addition of certain other persons mentioned in the Act, 
have duly considered the same, and instruct me to report the 
bill back to the House, and reeommend its passage. It appears 
that John W. Townsend, though but nineteen years of age, is 
not only a husband, but a father, having thus early given the 
world the best possible, evidence of his manly qualities and 
abilities to discharge the peculiar duties appertaining to the 
domestic relations of life. ‘The situation of his estate, as well 
as that of other persons included in the bill, is such as to de- 
mand legislative interference. ‘They form striking and remar- 
kable exceptions to the general rule of law on the subject. 
Your committee, having in charge ‘the Internal Improvement 
of the State, have likewise a general interest in all other kinds 
of improvements and being well wishers to the extended de- 
velopment and increase of our native population, and especial- 
ly friendly to early marriages and youthful virtue, feel it to be 
their bounden and solemn duty, as the law-givers of the land, 
to extend the protective mantle of the law over those who ean- 
not protect themselves ; therefore we reccommend the rejection 
of amendments marked No. 4 and 5, and the adoption of 
amendments 1, 2 and 3, and the passage of the bill—report 
received. 

Mr. Smith of Harris, chairman of committee on Public Debt 
made the following report: 

The commitiee on Public Debt, to whom was referred a bill 
for the relief of Wm. B. Dennis, have had the same under 
consideration and instruct their chairman to report as follows: 
It appears, in evidence before your committee, that the dwel- 
ling house, kitchen, smoke house, cotton house, corn erib, and 
stable, with furniture and a quantity of cotton, were burnt by 
order of the officers of the army of the Republic of Texas, that 
the buildings in question were situated on the South side of 
the Colorado and commanded the crossing or ford of the river 
at that point, that their destruction was necessary, in order to 
prevent their affording shelter and’ defence to a portion. of the 


247 


Mexican army then in that neighborhood ; and therefore, that 
the order for their destruction was given by an officer of the 
Texan army, competent to issue such order. All of the forego- 
ing facts were submitted by the testimony of competent wit- 
nesses. The claim was made good for $2,840, the demand was 
for compensation in mouey. Your committee have deemed the 
equity of the claim to be unquestionable; but, in view of the 
-nuinber and amount of such claims presented to this Legisla- 
lature for relief, and. of the inadequacy of the monies in the 
Treasury to liquidate them, have instructed their chairman .to 
report a bill, making ea deena in land at the rate of -one 
dollar per acre. The bill herewith reported, required the pe- 
titioner to receipt in full for all demands agains}, the State 
arising out*of the claim herewith presented. ‘All 5 which is 
respectfully submitted. 
Report received—bill read lst- time. 


Mr. Darden of C., moved to suspend the rule and take up re- 
port and -bill—Lost. 

Mr. Kittrell; chairman of committee on Education, reported 
recommending the passage of a Senate bill, appropriating cer- 
monies to school fund, and the passage of Senate bill to aor: 
porate Frost Institute. 

Report received. | 2 

Mr. Shaw, chairman of committee No. 1, on ee Land 
Claims, reported a bill for relief of Peter Dowd—read Ist time. 
| My, Cleveland of L., chairman of committee No. 2, on Pri- 
|: vate Land Claims, repor ted favorably on a bill for the’ relief ọf 
| dno, Moody, 

Report received. 

Mr. Locke, one of committee on Engrossed bills, reported 
correctly engrossed, the following bills : 

A bill for the relief of Wm. B. Jaques, 

A bill for the relief of E. W, Peterson. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs and legal representatives of 
Archibald Fitzgerald, 

And a bill to incorporate the Waco Female Academy. r 

Report accepted. 

Mr. Gaines, chairman of the committee on Roads, Bridges 
and Ferries, reported favorably on a bill, granting to J eremiah 
H. Hollford the privilegé of constructing a ‘Bridge across “the 
East fork of Trinity River, in Dailas county, l 

Report received, |, 

A message was received from the Senate’ announcing to'the 


on 
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House the passage of the following bills originating in the 
House: . . 

A bill for the relief of Wm. Carroll Lypert. 

- A bill to incorporate the Oceola Mill company in Dallas 
county, and a bill to incorporate the Waco Female Seminary, 
and the passage of the following bills originating in the Senate: 

A bill to incorporate the Huntsville R. R. company. 

A bill to prevent the killing of cattle and hogs running at: 
large; and that the Senate had concurred in the amendment 
of the House to a bill to incorporate Payne Female Institute. 

Mr. West offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee on Public Printing be in- 


structed to enquire into-the expediency of providing for the 


ublication in the future of a larger edition of the General | 
Laws of the State, and report by bill or otherwise.—Adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Owings, the rule was suspended and a | 
bill to create a new Land District out of the territory com- 
prised within the county of Karnes; taken up, bill read sec- 
ond time and ordered to be engrossed; rule further suspended, 
read third time and passed. 

Mr. McMillin introduced a bill authorizing the county court 
of McLennan county to levy a special tax for two years; read 
first and second times and ordered to be engrossed; rule fur- 
ther suspen.ied, read third time and passed. 

Mr, Worsham introduced a bill for the relief of Alexander 
Lacey, assignee, &c.; read-first and second times and referred 
to committee on Private Land Claims No. 1. 

Mr. Smith, of Newton, introduced a bill for the relief of 
Hiram Owens, his heirs and legal representatives; read first 
and ‘second times and referred to committee on Private Land 
Claims No. 1. ~ o 

Also a bill for the relief of the heirs or assignees of Rebecca 
Beby; read first and second times and referred to committee 


- on Private Land Claims No. 1. 


Mr. Shepard presented a bill to incorporate Cartmel Lodge, 
No. 39, I. O. O. F.; read first and second times and ordered to 
be engrossed—rule suspended—read. third time and passed by 
a two-third vote. 

Mr. Junker presented a bill to establish a causeway across 
the Neches river swamp at Beaumont; read first and second 
times and referred to committee on Roads, Bridges and Ferries. 

Mr. Brown moved to reconsider the yote on Pil for relief of 
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Samuel Swartwout and others, and lay motion to reconsider on 
the table until Thursday, 31st inst. . 

Mr. Dalrymple moved to postpone it until 15th September. 
Lost. The bill was then postponed till Thursday 31st inst., 
by a vote of 37 yeas to 31 nays. | 

. The hour having arrived for the special order of the day, 
viz: the House amendments to the Loan Bill in which the 
Senate refused to concur, it was taken up. 


Mr, Throckmorton moved that the House recede from Ist 
amendment. Lost. 


Mr. Throckmorton moved to recede from 2d and 4th amend- 
ments. Lost. 


On motion of Mr. Throckmorton the House receded from 
amendment No. 7. 


) 
| Mr. Throckmorton moved a Committee of Conference be ap- 
| poimted by the House to act with a like Committee on part 
| of Senate, relative to the disagreement.—Carried. 
| A Message was received from the Senate announcing to the 
| House the passage of a bill to pay James H. Rogers as special 
Judge of the Supreme Court; and that the Senate had ap- 
pointed Messrs. Palmer, Hord, Taylor of Cass, Allen and Su- 
E perviele a Committee of Conference on the amendments of the 
g bill to provide for the investment of the Special School Fund 
| a the bonds of Rail Road Companies incorporated by the 
| dtate. 
| The hour having arrived for the special order of the day, 
$ namely, the Kansas Resolutions—were taken up, 
| Mr. Owings offered the following amendments: Strike out 
E alithat relates to Kansas, and insert, “frontier of Texas.” 
E On motion of Mz. Ochiltree, a call of the House was ordered. 
On motion Messrs. Gay, Mabry and Weelder were . excused. 
On motion of Mr. Truehart the call was suspended. 
Mr. Cleveland of L., offered the following substitute: 
|  Lesolved, By the Legislature of the State of Texas, That 
$ the State of Texas views with abhorence and ‘utter condemna- 
m tion the course pursued by the State of Massachusetts in in- 
| corporating what is known as Emigrant Aid Societies for the 
| purpose of colonizing Kansas with abolitionists. 
That while the right of every citizen to migrate with his 
property to any Territory of the United States under the pro- 
@ tection and guarantee of the Constitution of the United States, 
= 8 a right too sacred to be questioned; yet it is equally true. 
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that no State has the right to interfere with, or attempt to 
control,.by any Legislative enactment, the social or domestic 
institutions of another State or Territory of this Union. ~ 


On motion of Mr. Selman, the House adjourned until 8 
o'clock to-morrow morning, Pending—the adoption of Cleve- 
land’s (of L.) substitute. 


House or REPRESENTATIVES, t 
Austin, July 29th, 1856. 
House mét pursuant to aoinean edain 
ORS Journal of yesterday read and adopted. 
PETITIONS: 


Mr. Norton presented the petitions of Antonio Ochoa, Jose 
Maria Canales, Anistacio Villareal, Nepumaceno Vela, Anto- 
nio Alegria, and Fufemio Zapata; Relerred to Committee on 
land titles west „i Nueces. 

Mr. Dougherty presented the petition of John Creager ; re- 
ferred to committee No. 1 on private land claims. 

Mr. Pettus ees the petition of Adam Self; je 
to‘committee No. 2 on private Land claims. 

Mr. Brown prosented the petition of Jno. Odin, Bishopgot 
Galveston ; referred to judiciary committec. 

Mr. Dickson of R. R., presented the petition of J. H. Brown 
and the heirs of L. Brown: referred to ‘committee on claims 
and accounts. 

Mr. Shepard presented the memorial of Alpheus D. Neil; 
referred to committee on private land claims No. 1. 


REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES. 


Mr. Ochiltree, chairman of the committee on judiciary, 
made the following reports: 

_ Reported recommending the passage of the following bills: 

_ A Senate bill fixing the « compensation for saving cotton found 
in any of the waters ot this St ate, or coast thereof. 

Senate bill for the relief of J. Hadson’s children. _ 

A bill to incorporate the Birdville Literary Association. 

A bill to amend the fourth section of an act tu organize 
County Courts, passed March 16th, 1848. 

A bill to legalize surveys made in Hunt county by Joha 
Granger, between the first day of August, 1851 and 1852, 

A bill to incorporate Cartmell Lodge No. 39, I. O. Q. F, 

A Senate bill authorizing the use of the Spanish’ Language 
before Justices’ courts, in counties west of the Guadalupe'river. 

A Senate bill to provide for the cancelling of patents ‘issued 
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` upon forged evidence, 
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A Senate bill to amend the first section of an act. to provide 
for the appointment of Patrols, to prescribe their powers and. 
duties. 

A Senate pill to authorize the District Courts to issue land 
certificates in certain cases. 


A Senate bill to make valid certain Surveys made in thë 
eounty of Henderson. 


And. recommending the ants postponement of the fol- 
lowing bills: 
A Senate bill to change the name of Rosalia Hernandez to 
i Maria Rosilia Upshur, there being a general law affording the 
remedy desired. 
Í On motion of Mr. Witt, Mr. Williams of L., was excused for 
E one week, on account of eiclaiaes 
| __A bill to amend an act to organize County Courts, approved 
E March 16th, 1848, the objection being amply provided for by 
| a law passed. at the 5th Legislature. 
And an amendment of “the 3d section of an act to legalize 
| certain marriages, and to provide for the celebration of mar- 
| riages, and for other purposes, passed June 5th, 1887. 
A bill requiring the Chief Justices of the saveral counties 
of this State, to perform certain duties therein named, 
| A bill to repeal the latter clause of Sec. Ist, of an act regu- 
lating de to the Supreme Court in criminal cases. 


I A bil authorizing County Clerks to amend certificates of 
| records, when the same is found to be defective, and to supply 
E ile impress of the county seal where it has been omitted. — 


| A Senate bill requiring Chief Justices of County Courts to 
@ give bonds for the faithful performance of their official duty. 
f And a Senate bill to Tn Donaciana Howland, dangh- 


B opinion that the legislature have no right to grant the relief 
@ provided for by the ‘Senate bill. , 


| And recommending the passage of a hill to ao the 
f recovery of damages” for killing in certain cases of homicide, 
| with the following amendment : in 3d.section 4th line, strike 
i out the words “nnll and void so far as to make such transfer.” 

į And the passage of a bill to amend an act to incorporate the 
| town of Quitman, approved December 18th, 1851, with the 
following amendments: “strike out the whole of 3d section ;” 
“strike out the proviso in the ,4th section.” 

A message was received from the Senate announcing to the 


B House the -passage of the following bills, o originating in the 
Senate: + l 


z ter of Sam’l Howland, deceased, the committee being of the - 


pach aaiae 4 


TERI 
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a mili : 


A bill to create the county of McCulloch. S 
~A-bill to create the county of Brown; and a bill to amend 


“an act to incorporate the Memphis, El Passo and Pacific Rail 


Road Company. ae l ; 

Mr. Throckmorton, chairman of the oncommittee Internal 
Improvements, reported recommending the parsage of a Sen. 
ate bill incorporating the Harrison Manufacturing Company, 
vitl the following ainendments: “ strike out all after the word 
charter, in 8th section, to proviso;” “ all after the word same, 
in 9th section, to the proviso;” also reported a bill for the re. 
lief of Levi Jones; and recommending the passage of Sen 
ate bill to amend the 4th section of an act to incorporate the 


Galveston and Brazos Navigation Company, approved Febru 


ary 8th, 1850. : 

Mr. Cleveland of B., one of the Committee on State affairs 
reported recommending the passage of a Senate bill author. 
ising County Courts to furnish officers for Sheriffs and depv- 
ty Surveyors of their respective counties, with the followin 
amendments: In caption, strike out the words “ and District 
Surveyors,” 1st section strike out “and District Surveyor; 
Ist section strike out all after the words “at the county site.” 

Mr. Runnels, one of the committee on State affairs, reported 
recommending the passage ot a bill to incorporate the town of 
Boston in Bowie county. 

On motion of Mr. Runnels, the report and hil] taken up; 
report adopted, Bill read third time and passed by a two-third 
vote, ; 

Mr. Rushing one of the judiciary committee, by leave made 
the following minority report: | 

The undersigned one of the judiciary committee, to whom 
was referred a bill to investigate certain void and forfeited land 
titles. i 

A bill te quiet land titles. ; 

A Senate bill to provide for the investigation of land titles 
in certain counties, begs leave to dissent from the report of the 
majority of said committee, and he wonld respectfully presen! 
the accompanying bill as a substitute for all the bills above 
recited, and earnestly recommend Hs adoption and passage; 
report received. 

Mr. Brown one of the committee on State affairs, reported 
recominending the passage of a Senate bill to incorporate the 
Union, Marine and Fire Insurance company. ‘ 

On motion of Mr. Brown, the rule was suspended, bill and 
report taken up—report adopted, and bill passed to a third 
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reading—rule further suspended, bill read 3d time and passed 
by a two-third vote. 

Mr. Shaw, chairman of committee No. 1, on private land 
= cains, made the following reports : 
| Reported a bill for the relief of Soloman Wildman, 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Alexander Perryman. 
i Recommending the passage of a Senate bill for the relief of 
| Stephen F. Sparks. 

A Senate bill authorizing the commissioner of the General 
Land office to issue to Alexandet NicCulloch a certiticate for 
one-third of a legeue of land; and a Senate bill for the relief 
f of John Sparks, recommending the passnee of the same; also 

the following report ; 
| The committee No. 1. on private aad elaims, to whom was 
referred the petition of J. W. Copes, asking a bounty of 1280 
acres of land, have duly considered the same. A certificate 
Í from the old Auditor’s office shows that J. W. Copes served as 
Post Surgeon, from the 25th day of July, 1837, until the Ist day 
of January, 1839, and was paid for the same. The land law 
passed Decewuber 4th, 1837, appears to be both explanatory and 
amendatory to the several acts and ordinances, granting bounty 
lands, then in existence. 

‘It certainly is amendatory, for it says, * That the laws in ex- 
istence granting bounty lands to all who have served three 
months, 820 acres of- land; to all who have served for six 
months, 640 acres; for nine months, 950 acres; and to all who 
have served for twelve months or upwards 1280 acres. 

Mr. Copes having served three months previous to the pas- 
$ sage of the law, a majority of yonr committee are of the ovin- 
E ion that he is entitled to 320 aeres of Jand, and no more. 

m ‘They therefore report the accompanying bill and recem- 
m mend its passage; report received aad bill read Ist time. 
Mr. Dickson of R. R., one of the.committee No. 2, on 
| Private Land Claims, reported recommending the passage of 
a Senate bill-for the relief of Benj. Bryant, “also, recommen- 
ding the passage of a Senate bill for the relief of Cling Pear- 
f son ; reports received. * 


| Mr. Waelder presented the petiton of C. C. Stremme; re- 
ferred to a Select Committee of 3. 


Mr. Wood, Chairman of the committee on Penitentiary, re- 
ported to the favorable consideration of the House, a Senate 
bill to-amend an. act to establish a State Penitentiary; ; ap- 
proved 13th March, 1848. 
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‘Mr. Randolph, Chairman: of the committee: on Claims and 
Accounts, made the foliowing report: l E 
` :Phètommittee on Claims and Accounts, fo whom was re- 
ferred a bill for the relief of Amaziah E. Baker, have careful- 
ly considered ‘the same, and instruct mê fo’ report the same 
back to the House and recommend its indefinite postponement, 
Mr. Baker.claims a large sum “for spoliations done- to him by 
the troops of the Republic of Texas, at San Felipe de Austin, 
in the month of April, 1836,” Your committee do not deem it 
necessary to enter into an argument against.this claim, as this 
Government has time and again, decided against the payment 
of this character of claims. Spoliation claims have never been 
recognised by this State, by any law whatever, and to pay one 
would afford a pretext for the payment of all, and to payall 
would be unjust to the citizens of Texas, and of ruinous poli- 
cy; verygfew of the original sufferers would receive the benefit, 
but a few speculators would be enriched by it, and a constant 
drain upon the Treasury would be the result, which your com- 
mittee think would end in bankruptcy and ruin; report received. 

Mr, Ardrey, one of the same committee, made the following 
minority report on the same petition; 

i CommitrEE Room, Austin City, 
l July 26, 1856. } 
To the Honorable H. P. Bee, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The minority of the committee on Claims and Accounts to 
whom has been referred the petition of Amaziah E. Baker, 
prayingtfor relief, eitherin money orland, to be paid himasa coni- 
pensation for the losses snstained by him in the month of March, 
1836, by the destruction of a large stock of goods, wares and 
werchandize, owned by him and kept in a store house at San 
Felipe de Austin, and which were burned by a portion of the 
Texas army, under the command of Capt. Mosely Baker, who 
was supposed to be acting under orders from the Commander- 
in-chief, forthe purpose of preventing the goods, wares and 
merchandize and other property of the. citizens of the town 
from falling into the hands of the Mexican army that was 
approaching the place in pursnit of the Texan, which was 
then on retreat. 

it has been proven, to the satisfaction of the minority of the 
committee, that in the latter part of the month of March, 183) 
previous to the battle of San Jacinto, Mr. Baker was in the pos- 
session of a eonsiderable stock of goods and merchandize at 
the town of San Felipe de Austin, amounting to somewhere 
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between $5,000.and $7,500, aùd:that when ithe Mexican army 
wasin pursuit of the retreating Texan -army,’the town of; San. 
Felipe de -Anstin was oécupied by a. portion of the Texan 
troops nndér the command of Captain Mosely Baker. [tis also 
in proof, thatit was then supposed, that Captain Baker, under, 
orders, from the Commander-in-Chief,. was directed to abandon 
his occupation of the town, and if necessary to prevent it from 
falling into the possession of the approaching enemy, to burn 
it, and then to join the main army, which was stationed some 
distance from the town, -Jt was alsa in proof, that Captain 
Baker’s troops, under his directions, did set tire to the tuwn, and 
that among other propeity, which was consumed, was the store, 
house occupied by Mr.. Baker, together with all his stock. of 
voods. ` a 
” The fact of the loss of the goods has been satisfactorily es-, 
tablished by the testimony of Governor Pease. Wyall Hanks, 
who was then one of the committee of consultation and Quar- 
E ter Master General Houston, but the witnesses were not able 
| tostate any precise sum but estimated the amount from their 
| best recollection. It also appears that at the time ofthe burn- 
| ing of Mr. Baker’s store house and goods, that the account 
| books and papers were also consumed, which is an excuse In 
| favor of Mr. Baker, for not making specific proofof the amount, 
f but he himself swears, that the amount of the value of the 
| goods lost, was about $8,000. There was also some proof tend- 
| ing to show that during theadministration of President Lamar, 
m that there was organized an auditorial tribunal consisting of 
| some of the Treasury officers of the Republic, who were author- 
§ rized to audit and allow claims of the same character with Mr. 
E Baker’s, and that some claims in favor of individuals who had 
| sustained similar losses were audited and allowed as claims or 
§ debts against the Republic of Texas, but that in consequence 
E of the amount of claims of that character and the want of 
m means to liquidate them by the Government, caused President 
$ Lamar to suspend the operations of the tribunal. The Govern- 
E ment of Texas since that time have failed to make any provi- 
| sion by law, by which the claims of this character could be 
| either ascertained or audited, allowed or paid. .”Claimants of 
į this character have, however, frequently presented their de- 
mands, both against the Republic and State, asking to have 
| some provision made for them, but relief has been generally 
| denied them to this time. Several claims of this character 
| have been referred to the said committee, asking relief, and 
the subject matter has been of such importance in the estima- 
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tion of your committee, as to induce them to.examine into the 
question of liability and responsibility of the Government to 
make compensation for claims of this character, and how fat 
the duty of making some provision by law for this class of 
claimants falls upon the present legislature. And the said 
committee have been unable to agree to what extent the State 
is responsible for compensation, or what 1s the best policy to be 
pursued in the matter. 

The minority of the committee think that the responsibility 
and liability of the government of Texas for the present class 
of claims, have not been duly considered bythe;majority of the 
committee. They think that the question of convenience to 
the State to make compensation for this class of claims, -has 
had more influence in their conclusion than any just conside- 
rétion of the positive duty which the State is under to per- 
form its obligations to its citizens, and tomaintain itsfaith and 
honor, and to render justice to them by providing some means 
to ascertain the claims which they may have upon it, and the 
claims which may be found to be just, to provide means of 
compensation. 

For the purpose of showing the premises upon which we 
predicate our opinion, that the claim of the petitioner is a just 
demand against the Government, and that it is supported by 
strong and natural justice and equity, which makes it the im- 
perative duty of the Legislature of the State to provide means 
foy/the ascertainment of merit and acknowledgement of those 
aims, but also to provide means for their speedy settlement 
and liquidation. * We have examined into the principles upon 
which the claim is based, and the result of that Gaai manon 
enables us to furnish the following reasons : 

How far and under what circumstances is the dena 
of Texas liable for the class of claims of the petitioner? It 
will be recollected that on the 2d March, 1836, the Republic 
of Texas assumed a position among the nations of the earth -as 
an Independent Government, by the people thereof forming a 
politizal aad social comaact among themselves, by which they 
proposed to form a Government, which was to be controlled in 
its social, civil and political relations between the sovereign 
and the individual citizens by the-same principles of public in- 
ternational law which was then the rule of conduct and duty 
among all other civilized nations. By attaming this high and 
distinguished position, the Government assumed uponitself all 
the civil duties and obligations towards its citizens which other 
enlightened and civilized nations had assumed in other lke’ 


<i 


257 l ; 


and similar situations, only modified by the organic law which. t 
they created as the basis of their political and civil association, 
or the civil laws which were adopted for regulation and enforce- | 
ment of the rights of persons and property of its citizens in ! 
tbeir relations -to itself and among themselves. Then the 
Government beċome bound to its citizens for the performance 
of those obligations and duties which the laws of nations and 
natural law imposed upon it, and to which the national honor 
and national faith became sacredly pledged. 

Such, then, being the relation which the Government of 
Texas bears towards Mr. Baker, we invite attention to what 
distinguished jurists and eminent commentators upon national 

ublic law, andthe law of nations, have written upon the ques- 
tions of the rights of the citizen against thé Government, in: 
cases precisely similar to Mr. Baker's case. 

Grotius, in his distinguished commentary upon the right 
of War and Peace, 3 vol., p. 327, 328, says: “ We have said 
that the property of the citizens of a State, is under the emi- 
nent domain, so that the State or he who acts for it, may use 
and even alienate and destroy it, and not only in case of ex- 
treme necessity in which private persons have a right over the 
property of others, but for the ends of public utility, to which $ 
ends, those who founded civil society must be supposed to have iH 
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intended that private ends should give way. But it is to be 
added thereto, when this is done, the State is bound to make 
good the loss to those who lose their property, and to this pub- 
lic purpose, among others, he who has suffered the loss, must, 
if need be, contribute. Nor ts the State relieved from this 
onus, of for the present, ut be unable to discharge it, but at any 
Suture time when the means are there, the obligation which has 
been suspended, revives.” 

There are some writers who make a broad distinction be- 
tween things which belong to the citizen by the laws of nations 
and things which belong to him by the civil law, so that, 
with regard to the former, they allow a looser right; to the 
sovereign, so that he may take them without cause and with- 
out compensation, but, not so with regard to the latter. But 
the consideration that the property of private parties is not to 
| be given up except upon the ground of public utility, regards 
| the sovereign and his subject, the other consideration respect- 
| mg compensation for loss regards the State and individuals.-— 
| 3 Grotius De Jure Belliet Pace, p. 828. 
| Vattel, in his treatise upon the laws of nations, says: “Is 
| the- State bound to indemnify individuals for the damages they 
| 17 a 
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have sustained in war? We may learn from -Gro i 2 

authors-are divided upon the qaa noa. The PA 
consideration are to be distinguished into two kinds.’ Those 
dene by the State itself, and tose done by the enemy. OF. the 
frst kind, some are done deliberately and by way of precaution, 

as where a field is taken for the purpose Bd erecting on the spot 
& town, rampart or any other prece of fortification, or when his 
standing corn or his store-houses_are destroyed to vent 
their being used by the enemy to maintain him, such damages 
are to be made good to the individual, who should bear only. bid 
quota of the loss. 

But there are other damages, caused by inevitable necessity 
as, for instance, in the destruction caused by the artillery in 
re-taking a town from the enemy. These are merely accidents: 
they are misfortunes which chance deals out to the proprie- 
tors on whom they happen fo fall. The sovereign, indeed, 
ought to su6W ai equitable regard for the sufferers if the situ- 
ation of his affairs will admit of it; but no action lies against 
the State for misfortunes of this nature, for losses which she 
has occasioned, not willfully, but through necessity and by 
mere accident in the exercise of its rights. The same may 
be said of damages caused by the enemy. AH the subjects are 
exposed to such damages, and woe to him on whom they fall! 
The members of a society well may encounter such risk of 
property, since they encounter a similar risk of life itselfi— 
Where the State strictly indemnify all those whose property 

, is injured in thi$ manner, the public finances would soon be 
exhausted, and every individual in the State would be obliged 
to contribute his share in due proportion—a thing utterly im- 
practicable.— Vattell’s Law of Nations, page 402, Sec, 232. 

By these authorities, itis not only a moral and natural duty, 
which the Government owes to its citizens to make up the loss of 
their property which has been used by the State or its officers 
from public necessity, but it is a legal duty, and the State is 
bound to pay the loss at any future time, whenever it has the 
means to do so. Claims which the citizen may prefer 
against the Government for the destruction of his property by 
the enemy, are recognized as wholly a distinct class froma that 
of the petitioner ; in the first case the Government is not re- 
sponsible, but in the latter the Government must make com- 
ensation whenever it can ; but, we are not left to the rules of 
natural law, or the laws of nations, for the establishment o 
etitioner’s claim, for it has a strong sanction by the organi 
aw of the Republie of Texas, which-prescribes this duty to 
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the Government in unequivocal terms.. The Constitutionef 
the. Republic of ‘Texas, which went into force on the Qiwi 
March, :1836,: and before the petitioner’s loss,:was sustained, 
provided ‘by. “the 13th section of Declaration of Rights}? 
‘that no person’s particular services shall be demanded, ‘nor 
property taken or applied to public use unless by the consent 
of himself or his representative, without just compensation 
being a therefor, according to law.” Hartley's Digest; 
Page 42. ey 

The minority of the committee understand that the objection 
which the majority urged to the recognition of petitioner’s 
claim bythe Government, is that by auditing and allowing 
claims of this class as a debt against the Government, will ‘be 
to afford a precedent which will authorize other claims of the 
same cléés to be presented and payment demanded, and that 
as there are a large amount of out-standing claims of this 
class, it will create a large‘amount of indebtedness, which the 
Government is not now prepared to liquidate and discharge. 
We think that the claims of this class against the Govetn- 
ment have a high and sacred sanction and validity; that we 
cannot repudiate them, and that they are sustained by a strong 
sense of natural justice, which makes it the duty of the Leg- 
islature to provide some provision of law by which these 

claims shall be recognized as valid claims against the Govern- 


Treasury or our public domain for the payment, either present- 
| ly or in the future. 
$ The Class of persons, who hold claims of this character, 
fm havo, by the destruction and loss of their property in the Rev- 
f olutionary struggle, rendered as important and valuable servi- 
m ces to the cause of freedom, as the tented soldier. The loas 
| and destruction of their property was a strong means of pro- 
$ tection and defence to the Texan army ; because it took away 
@ irom the approaching enemy the valuable means of aid arid 
assistance which would have enabled them to have longer con- 
m tinued their attacks and given them strength to overcome those 
to whom they were opposed. When duly considered, and prop- 
erly regarded, the same debt of gratitude and thankfulnéss 
mshould be felt for the unfortunate citizen whose property, 
was taken and sacrificed to protect his fellow countrymen whọ ' 
Were engiized in the battle of freedom, as to the soldier who 
rendered his own services and perilled his own life. With.. 
regard to the latter class of persons, let the past history of the _ 
Kecislature of Texas tell how the debt of gratitude for their . 


ment, and that means will be provided either from the public - 
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gervices--has been paid. But this class of persons,:many of 
whom lost their little all, and were- reduced to want and.penury 
by this destruction of their property, are Now passing off the 
stage of existence very rapidly, and -unless the government-fur- 
mishes them the relief very shortly, that justice which they are 
20 justly entitled to, cannot be of any benefit to them: . 

‘The minority of said committee, to carry out the views en- 
tertained by them, beg leave to report to the House the-accom. 
panying bill and recommend its passage. A 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 
J: M. ARDREY. 
Mr. Dougherty moved to have 100 copies of each report 
printed. 
On motion of Mr. Poag, laid on the table. 
.On motion of Mr. Stedman the rule was suspended by a 
yote of 48 yeas to 14 nays, and reports taken up. 
- On motion of Mr. Davis, the bill was indefinitely postpon- 
ed, iya a vote of 54 yeas to 13 nays. 
Mr. D ennis, Chairman of the committee on Engrossed bills, 
made the following report: 
To the Honorable H. P. Bee, 
_. Speaker of the House of ` Representatives : 
The committee on Engrossed bills, have examined the fol- 
lowing bills: 
“A bill for the relief of Wm. Harrington. 
“ Elisha T. Robinson. 


6o ua u ua?’ C Swen Bergstrom. 

«o a C u Robert Mc Williams. 
«u «a u «u be “ John W. McKnight. 
« u «u «K be cc Joseph Morrison. 
(6 6b Le €< « James M. Monroe. 
«K u CR & “ Ruth McFadden. 


All of which are correctly Engrossed. 
“Mr. Brown, Chairman of the committee on Public Printing, 
made the following report: 

COMMITTEE Room, July 28th, 1856. 

To the Speaker of the House of Repi cesentatives : 
The committee on Public Printing, to whom was referred 
a resolution of instruction on the subject, and also a Senate 
bill concerning the Public Printing, have examined the same 
The object of the resolution is covered by the bill, The com 
mittee unanimously instruct me to report back the bill and 
recommend its passage, with the amendment hereto appended 
Amendiment:—Strike out the words “the 4th day of Febri 
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ruary, A. D., 1856,” -in the two last lines of the bill, and‘ 
insert the words “its‘passage.? <2 eca oco z 
Mr. Gaines, Chairman of the committee on Roads, Bridges; 
and Ferries, made the following reports: ` a 
Hon. H. P. Bee, - : 
t Speaker of the’ House’ of Representatives : a 
The committee on Roads, Bridges, and Ferries, to whoni” 
was referred a bill to authorize Julien Harms to establisha’ ~ 
Ferry across the Guadaloupe river, have had the same under 
consideration and have instructed ‘me ‘to report the bill back 
to the House and recommend its passage. : 
Also, the following report: ` >. 
To the Hon. H. P. Bee, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : Eo fa 
© The committee on Roads, Bridges, and Ferries, tò whom 
E was referred a Senate's bill to incorporate the Gaudaloupe 
ES bridge Company, have had the same under consideration and ` 
| instruct me to report the same back to the House and recome 
m mend its passage. . i fi 
$ Myr. Crosby, Chairman of the committee on Indian Affairs, 
E made the following report: 
m 7o the Hon. H. P. Bee, oe 
| Speaker of the House of Representatives: 
| ‘The committee on Indian Affairs, to whom was referred the 
E memorials of sundry citizens, praying for an extension of re- 
m lief to “Placido,” an Indian Chief of the Toncahua tribe, 
have considered the same. l 
E Your-committee find that Placido-rendered many and valu- 
= able services to Texas in the hour of need, that the instincts 
fm of his wild nature and his superior knowledge of the country, 
@ bordering upon our exposed frontier, peculiarly fitted him as a 
E spy, in which capacity he faithfully and energetically served in 
m many of the most important campaigns against the hostile foe ` 
E —that he was ever prompt and ready to leave his native hunt- 
B ing grounds and engage in the arduous and téilsome task as- ` 
E signed him and that whilst others have been amply rewarded. 
for their services in behalf of our country, this poor old son of ` 
the forest has lived in peverty unthought of and neglected.— 
$ And now that his loved hunting grounds of the past no longer 
abound in game and his onceactive and youthful frame is stif- - 
fened' and bowed down by old age, your committee deem it - 
but just that.the State, that has so often been the beneficiary | 
of his services should make some provision for the support of - 
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the helplexs-old warrior and those dependant'upon him: We 
therefore submit the accompanying bill- and respectfully urge 


ite passage. . a 
r. Dalrymple begged leave to dissent from the report of 
the majority of the committee. = 

Mr. Trigg presented a bill for the relief of certain persons 
therein named; read ist and 2d times and House refused to 


engross. 
"Rh King presented the following resolution : 

Resolved by the House, the Senate concurring, that the two 
Houses of the Legislature will adjourn on Monday, the 25th 
day of August, 1856, sine die. 

On motion of Mr. Davis laid on the table by the following 
vote : l 

,YEzAs—Messrs. Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, Bell, Bonner, Brown, 
Burress, Busby, Charlton, Dalrymple, Darden of C., Darden 
ofG., Davis, Dickson of R. R., Dickson. of G., Dougherty, 
Ellison, Gaines, Hale, Junker, Latham, Lawhon, Martin of 
L., McMillen, Merrick, Owings, Parker of A., Parsons, Poag, 
Pollock, Randolph, Reeves, Richardson, Runnels, Rushing, 
Sayles, Selman, Smith of H’s., Smith of Harrison, Smith of N., 
Stout, Tarlton, Throckmorton, Thompson, Tompkins, - True- 
hart, Waelder, Williams of 8. A. and Worsham—50. 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Cleveland of L., Crabb, Dennis, 
Galloway, Green, Hooker, King, Kittrell, Locke, Melton, 
Ochiltree, Shephard, Steadman, Taylor, Trigg, Witt and 
Wooed—ié. er, ee 

Mr. Adrian offered the following resolution : 

Resolwed, That the Kansas Resolutions be postponed until 
this evening, 5 o’clock, and thereafter at the same time, until 
disposed of. 

The House refused to adopt the resolution by the following 
vote : : 

YxEss—Messrs, Adrian, Bonner, Charlton, Crabb, Dickson, 
of G., Galloway, Hale, Hooker, Junker, King, Kittrell, Lawhon, 
Locke, Martin of L., Merrick, Owings, Parker of-A., Richard- 
son, Runnels, Selman, Shepard, Smith of N., Stedman, Taylor, 
Thompson, Trigg, Witt, and’ Wood—28. FS 

Nays—Messrs: Speaker, Ardrey, Bell, Brown, Burress, Cleve- 
land of L., Dalrymple, Darden of C., Dardenof G., Davis, Dennis, 
Dickson of R. R., Dougherty, Ellison, Gaines, Green, Latham, 
MeMillin, Ochiltree, Parsons; Pettus, Poag, Pollock, Randolph; . 
Réeves, Rushing, Shaw, Smith of -Harris, Smith of: Harrison, 
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Stout, Tarlton, Throckmorton, Tompkins, Truchart, Waelder, 
‘Williams of S. A., and Worsham—38. 

On motion of Mr. Stout, the vale was suspended and a Bill 
to incorporate the town of Quitman was taken up and amend- 
ment of the Committee adopted, and read and ordered to be 
engrossed ; rule suspended, read 3d time, and passed by a. 
two-third vote. 

Mr, Locke, one of the Committee on Engrossed Bills, made 
the following report : 

To the Hon. H. P. Bee, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The Committee on Engrossed Bills have examined the fol- 
jowing bills and find them correctly engrossed, to wit : 

A bill for the relief of Elijah Votaw. 

A bill to incorporate Live- Oak Lodge No. 54, of the Inde- 
pendent Order of Odd Fellows. ‘ 

A bill for the rélief of the heirs of Lucy Jordan, deceased. 

A bill for the relief of Miles Barnett. : 

A bill granting to John Torrey and others the privilege of 
constructing a bridge across the Guadaloupe River. 

A bill for the relief of Andrew Dougherty. 

A bill granting to Caroline Stafford the privilege of erecting 
a toll bridge across Mud Creek. i 

And an act for the relief of F. F. Lindheimer. 

Mr. Smith of Harris offered the following resolutions : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Slaves and Slavery be in- 
structed to inquiré into the expediency of passing an act to 
authorize free persons of color to choose their masters and be- 
come slaves and to report a bill accordingly.—Adopted. 

Mr. Ardrey, one of the Committee on State Affairs, made 
the following reports : 

CommirtEE Room, Austin City, July 28, 1856. 
To the Hon. H. P. Bee, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The Committee on State Affairs to whom has been referred 
the bill entitled An Act to incorporate the town of Fairfield, 
have had the same under consideration and have instructed me 
to report the same back to the House and recommend its 
passage, 

Also reported recommending the passage of a joint resolution 
authorizing the Governor to have the Journals of the Houge 
of Representatives of the Republic and State of Texas, tran- 
scribed, &c., with the following amendments : 
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Amend the joint resolution by striking out the followin 
words ul Said bill, “the transcribing of the Journals of the 
House of P ap, esentatives of the late Republic and State of 


Texas, by Ben. F. hi. upon the engagement under the pro- 
visions of an act passed u< Sleventh of February, 1852, 
and to insert the word “amount” after the word “ sufficient,” 

Also, reported recommending its }.*884ge, a Senate bill to 
authorize the County Clerk of Houston county to transcribe 
the mark and brand book of said Houston vounty and index 
the same. : 4 

Also, reported recommending its passage, a bill v? provide 
for the safe keeping of the Libraries of the Supreme Cowrt, at 
the several branches thereof, with the following amendmen : 
amend the third section by striking out the words ‘one hun- 
‘dred’ and inserting therein the words “two hundred and fifty.” 

Also, reported, for Parker of T., a bill to repeal all laws 
regulating Mustang chases, and recommend its passage. 

Also, reported, recommending the passage of, a Senate bill 
to incorporate Ida Lodge No. 14, I. O. O. F. 

Mr. Darden of G., chairman of the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills made the following report : 

ComMITTEE Room, Austin; July 29th, 1856. 
To the Honorable H. P. Bee, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The joint Committee on Enrolled Bills have examined the 
following, viz. : : 

A bill to be entitled An Act to establish and incorporate a 
Literary Institute under the supervision and control of the 
Eastern Texas Annual Conference, located at the town of 


- Starville, Smith county. 


A bill to be entitled An Act for the relief of Thomas J. 
Jordan. : 

A bill to be entitled An Act to incorporate the Male and 
Female Institute. | 
A bill to be entitled An Act for the relief of John A. Wells, 

A bill to be entitled An Act for the relief of 8. A. Miller, 
assignee of David Spiers. 

A pill to be entitled An Act for the relief of Elizabeth 
Taylor. 

A bill to be entitled An Act to amend the Ist, 10th, 11th, 
12th, 13th, and 15th sections of An Act-entitled “An Act to 
incorporate Chapel Hill College,” approved February 7th, 1850. 

A bill to be entitled An Act supplemental to an act entitled 
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“An Act to change the time of holding Courts i in the 10th’ änd 
14th Judicial Districts. - oy veh 

_ A bill to be entitled An Act to extend the intercourse laws 
of the United States for the prevention of the introduction 
or sale of wines or spirituous liquors, within ten miles of” the 
Indian Reserves, in the State of Texas. 

A bill to be entitled An Act to incorporate Shawnee Lodge, 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows. 

A bill to be entitled An Act for the relief of John W. Col- 
lins and Nathan W, Bush. 

A bill to be’ entitled An Act to incorporate Luther Rice 
Baptist Female Institute. 

A bill to be entitled An Act supplemental to “An Act to 
fix the salaries of the Judges of the Supreme and District 
Courts,” approved February 2d, 1856. 

A bill to be entitled An Act making an appropriation for 
the per diem pay and mileage of the Members of the Sixth 
Legislature, and the per diem pay of the Officers of the same, 
at the ‘adjourned session thereof, which commenced July 7th, 
1856. 

All of which are correctly enrolled, and having been proper- 
ly signed, were this day presented to the Governor. 

STEPH. H. DARDEN, 
Chairman. 

Mr. Locke offered the following resolution. > 

fiesolved, That the’ Governor of this State be requested to 
furnish this House, at his earliest convenience, with all the 
information that has been officially presented to the State De- 
partment concerning the express condition of the frontiers of 
Texas and Indian depredations. 

Laid on the table one day for consideration, 

` Mr. Brown offered the following resolution : 

: Whereas the family of the late Gen. Stephen F. Austin, 
the founder of civil and religious liberty in Texas, have caused 
to be painted a life-like portrait of that eminently good man, 
Bm which patriotism has prompted them to tender to the State, 
= tobe placed in the Hall of this House, and whereas the sum 


5 of one hundred and two dollars and twenty-three cents have 


been expended by S. M. Swenson upon an appropriate frame, 
transportation, &c., &c.—Therefore, be it 

m «© Resolved, That said sum of $102.23 be paid out of the 
m™ contingent fund of this House, and that the Chief Clerk draw 
m 2 draft for the same in favor of said S, M. Swenson. 

Adopted. 


t 
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.. Mr. Ochiltree, chairman of the Judiciary Committee, re- 
rted and recommended the indefinite postponement of a: bill 
Poni the Senate entitled An Act-to allow John G. Graham to 
transact business and make binding contracts in his own name, 
. Mr, Merrick, chairman of the Committee-on County Boun- 
daries, made the following report : weak 
Commirrer Room, Austin, July 28th, 1856. 
Fo the Honorable H. P. Bee, B 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The Committee to whom was referred a bill-to create the 
county of Hardin, have had the same under consideration, and 
beg. leave to report the same back to the House and récom- 
mend the passage of the substitute herewith reported. 

On motion of Mr. Junker, the rule was suspended and the | 
bill just reported: taken up, and substitute of the Committee 
adopted, ordered to be engrossed, rule further suspended, read 
sa time and passed. 

_ Mr. Dernis; chairman of the Committee on Engrossed. Bille, 
made the following report : 


To the Hon. H. P. Bee, . 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The Committee on Engrossed Bills have examined : 
A bill to create a new land district out of the territory com- 
prised. within the county of Karnes;—Also, ! 
_ A: bill for the relief of Sarah A. Cook; 
Both of which are correctly engrossed. | 
On motion of Mr. Truehart, the orders of the day and 
business on the Speaker’s table taken up: 
The Kansas resolutions were then taken up—pending on 
adjournment yesterday was on adeption of the substitute of 
Cleveland of Liberty. | 
~ The following select Committees were then announced by | 
the Speaker : l 
- 'Gommittee of Conference on Loan. Bill amendments : 
Messis. Throckmorton, Smith of Harris, Merrick, Latham, 
Ector, Darden of: Colorado, Tarlton. 
Also the following select Committee on the Bill for relief of 
Coshattee Indians : 


Messrs. Cleveland of Liberty, Charlton, Randolph. 


On motion of Mr. Green, the House adjourned till 8 o'clock 
to-morrow morning. 
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Hovsr or REPRESENTATIVES, . 
Austin, July 30th, 1856. l- 
House met pursuant to adjourninent—roll called—quorum 
present. Journal of yesterday read and adopted. 
| Mrt, Demis chairman of the committee on Engrossed bills, 
| reported correctly engrossed the following bills. 
| A bill to incorporate the Waverly Institute.. 
A bill for the relief of Wesley M. Selman. 
A: bill to-incorporate Wildey Lodge No. 21, I. O. O. F. 
A bill for the relief of Thos. Peck. ng 
A bill for the relief of Thaddeus Douglass. 
A bill for the relief of W. W. O. Stanfield. 

A bill for the relief of Authur G. Wairel ; and 

A bill to incorporate the town of Waco. 

Report accepted. 

Mr. West presented- the petition of R. H. Peck ; referred: 
to the committee on claims and accounts. P 

Mr. Randolph presented the petition of Thos. George ; re- 
ferred to committee No. 2. on Private land claims. 

Mr, West presented the petition of John Bremond ; refer- 
red to the committee on claims and. accounts. 

= REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES. 

Mr. Parker of T., chairman of the committee on State af- 
fairs, reported favorably on a blll to incorporate the Western « 
a Texan Artesian Well Company. 

E Mr. Randolph chairman of the committee on claims and 

# accounts, made the following reports : l 7 

= Reported recommiending the passage of a bill for the relief 
gof Anthony Miller, with the following amendment: Section 
‘alist, strike out the word “wagon master,” and insert “ repair- 
cr of wagons.” 


| Reported asking to be discharged frdm the further consider- 
ga ition of the claim of Isaac L. Hill. 

| Reported recommending the rejection of the petition of. the 
m Sheriff of Coryell county. 

m™ Reported asking to be discharged from the further’conside- 
ff tion of the memorial of Jesse Burnham ; also the following 
m cport : , 

mm The committee on claims and accounts, to whom was re- 
Bred the’ petition of Joseph H. Barnard, have had the same 
oder consideration, and I am instructed to report the aeconi- 

geenying bill, and recommend its passage. It appears from’ 
Eghe certificate of the Cimmissioner of the General LandOffice, 


that Mr. Barnard was requested to make a correct map of 
Goliad Land District. That saidmap wasaccordingly made and 
approved. It also appears from said certificate;.that-the price 
of said map was exceedingly low, also that it was much 
needed, and is now being: used in the General Land Office ; 
reports received and bill read first time. g l 

Mr. Gaines moved to reconsider the vote taken on yestérday 
indefinitely postponing a-bill for the relief of certain persons 
therein named—carried, and- bill referred to committee on 
Internal Improvements. _ m gees ett 

On motion of Mr. Parker of T., a bill for the’ relief John 
L. Whiteman, was taken up and re-referred to committee No. 
1. on private land claims. 

Mr. Randolph, chairman of the committee on claims and 
accounts, reported recommending the indefinite postponement 
of the petition of J. P. Powers and James M. Haynie ; report 
received, 

My. Ardrey, one of the’ committee on claims and accounts 
reported as follows : 

The committee on claims and accounts, to whom has been 
referred the petition of E. T. Moore, with the acompanying 
account for $280 for the ferriage of Capt. Callahan’s company 
in October, 1855, across the Rio Grande river at Peidres Ne- 
gras, have had the same under investigation, and they find 
that the amount for the services charged in said account is 
sustained by testimony; but the committee have also had 
satisfactory proof, that at the time that the services were’ ren- 
dered, they were also paid for by Capt. Callahan and his 
officers, and that the State owes Mr. Moore nothing. Upon 
this state of the facts concerning the account of Mr. Moore 
for two hundred and eighty dollars, the committee are unan- 
imously of the opinion that nothing is due and owing to him 
on account of the services which he claims to have rendered. 
The committee have therefore instructed me to report the 
petition back to the House and recommend that the relief asked 
for be denied him, from the fact that he has been paid ; re- 
port received. 

Mr. Charlton, chairman of the committee on Finance re 
ported as follows : l 

The committe on Finance to whom was referred a resolution 
to enquire into the expediency of reducing the assessment an 
collection of taxes for the State, have considered the same 
The committee would respectfully inform the House tha 
they are of the opinion that a similar resolution was reported 
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apon by the finance committee-éaily in the present: session. — 
The committe are of the opinion that it would be inex pedient 
to reduce the taxes. I am therefore instructed to report the 
resolution back to the House, and to be discharged from its 
further consideration ; report received. | 
` Also reported, asking that abill to validate certain acts of 
the Assessors’ and Collectors of taxes, appointed: under the 
provisions of ‘ani act to provide for the assessment and collec- 
tion of taxes, approved -May 13th, 1846,-be-referred to the 
E Judiciary committee, the consideration of which embraced 
Í legal questions of interest—report received. 
BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS. 
Mr. Moore introduced a bill for the relief of certain pre- 
Í emption settlers within the Houston Land District; read first 
B and second times and referred to a select committee of five. — 
| Mr. Williams of 8. A., withdrew, by leave, the petition of 
John Sanders. = 
Mr. Dickson of G., introduced a bill to incorporate Alta 
Mira Lodge of I. O. O. F.; read first and second times and 
ordered to be engrossed—rule suspended, read third time and 
assed. i 
: Mr. Crabbe introduced a bill for the relief of Wm. Bird- 
well and E. Wynne; read first and second times, and referred 
m to committee No. 2. on private land claims. l 
Mr. Cleveland of L., chairman of committee No. 
E private land claims, made the following reports : 
S Recommending the rejection of the petition of the heirs of 
mm Jno. Marlin. - 
g Recommending the passage of a bill for the relief of Saml. 
B A. Blair, administrator of Thos. Harrell, deceased; read first 
G time. 
$ Reported a bill for the,rehef of J. B. Brownrigg. 
E Recommending the passage of a Senate bill for the relief of 
m the heirs and assigns of Hezekiah George. : 
= Recommending the . passage of a Senate bill for the relief 
of the heirs of Alfred Benton, deceased. 
| Messrs. McMillin and Hale made the following minority re- 
sport : ee * a 
The undersigned a minority of the committee on private 
land claims No. 2. to whom was referred a bill for the relief of 
oO. B. Brownrigg, his heirs or assigns, beg leave to assign the 
Bollowing reasons for dissenting from the report of the majori- 
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my: ist, that the grant was issued ten days after.the closing ` 
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of the Land Office in 1838, and -before the commissioner, Tay- 


lor, had notice of the same. 2d. They find fromthe facts in 
the case, that’ said. Brownrigg was a-head of.a family and en- 
titled to-a league and labor of land, and that he afterwards 
obtained fromthe board of Land Commissioners of San Augus- 
tine. county, a certificate for a labor, and it was recommended 


and.paiented,. and that Brownrigg. spld:and transferred the 


original.grant for a league fora valuable consideration, and if 
the relief prayed for,,is not granted, the assignee is remedyless, 
The minority would state that as a general- rule, they. fully 
subscribe to the doctrine of not granting to the assignee in 
such cases relief; but under the peculiar circumstances of this 
case, they believe the relief can safely .be granted without 
being a dengerous precedent, that they think, that every case 
should stand upon its own merits; and believing that-the 
equity of each case for relief should be the criterian in 
legislating in’ such cases, and holding to ‘those principles, they 
think the bill ought to pass, and in passing the same, it wi 
not be an infraction upon justice or equity, but will deal out 
that justice to those interested, that they are entitled to at our 
hands; all of which is respectfully submitted ; report re- 
ceived. o y o 

Mr. Cleveland of L., chairman of Committee No. 2, on Pri- 
vate Land Claims, reported recommending the passage of the 
Senate bill for the relief of Thos. Bell; and the passage of a 
Senaie bill for the relief of the heirs and legal representatives 
ef Dawson B, Charlton. i 

Mr. Dennis offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Printing be and 
they are hereby authorized and required to have printed for 
the use of.the House, 1000 copies of a bill to ascertain the le- 
gal claims for money and land against the State-—Adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Brown, the motion to reconsider the vote 


engrossing a bill for the relief of Spiers & Owens, was taken 


up. - - 
Pir, Dalrymple presented the memorial of sundry citizens of 

Burnett county, relative to Spiers & Owens, which was read. 

On motion of Mr. Selman, the main question was ordered, 
which being to reconsider the vote, the same was put, andthe 
House refused to reconsider by the following vote: 

Yxuas.—Messrs. Cleveland of L., Dickson of G., Dougherty, 
Moore, Pollock, Randolph, Sullivan, Thompson, West and 
White—1 


Nave—Messrs, Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, Brown, 
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jinas Busby, Charlton, Crabbe, Dalrymple; Dancy; Danden 
of C., Darden of G., Davis, Dickson of R. R., Ector, - Ellisoa; 
| Francié, Gaines, Galloway, Green, Hale, Hooker, Junker, 
| King, Kittrell, Lawhon, Locke, Martin of H., Martin of L, 
McClanahan, McMillin, Melton, Middleton, N orton, Ochiltree, 
Owings, Parker of A., Parker of T., Parsons, Poag, Reewes, 
Runnels, Rushing, Sayles, Selman, Shaw, Smith of Harsis 
gon, Smith of Harrison, Smith of Newton, Stedman, Ste 
Tarlton, Taylor, Throckmorton, Trigg, Truehart, Waelder, 
Williams of S., Witt, Wood and Worsham—62. 
The rule was suspended, bill read third time and passed. 

= A message was received from the Senate announcing to the: 
= House the passage of the following bills originating in the 
| House. -: 
$ A bill granting to Caroline Stafford the privilege of erecting 
fH atoll bridge across Mud Creek. 
Í A bill granting toll privileges to Matthew Worrell for build- 
Mm ing a bridge across the Navisota river. 

mm: bill to punish persons for writing upon, defacing or distig- 
m uring the walls of Public Buildings of the State. 

i A bill to incorporate Waco Female Academy. 
A bill to incorporate Live Oak Lodge No. 54, I. O. O. F. 
A bill to incorporate Wildley Lodge, I. O. O. F. 
i A bill to create a new land district out of the territory com- 
| prised within the county of Karnes, and that the Senate had 
g passed the substitute of the House for the Senate bill for the 
f relief of persons who had legal files in the reserve of lands 
fm made by the act to provide for the construction of the Missis- 
i sippi and Pacific Rail Road. 
E Mr. Sullivan presented the petition of B. F. Terry; referred 
= to Committee on Public Debt. 
© Mr. Moore, by leave, called up a bill for the relief of Samúel 
= Rowe; referred to Committee on Claims and Accounts. 
= Mr. Ochiltree, by leave, called up bills-for the relief of Rob- 
mort S. Patton and Mary F. Millard, which were. referred to 
B Committee on Judiciary. 
ne r. Locke moved to re-commit the Kansas resolutions tọ 
= Committee on State Affairs. 
Æ On motion of Mr. Ochiltree, the motion of Mr. Locke tore 
@ commit, was laid on the table, by a vote of 37 yeas to 36 nays, 
E Mr. Parsons-moved to refer the resolutions to the Committee 
g on Slaves and Slavery. 


Roi Stedman moved to lay the motion of Parsons-on the 
@. 
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“Phe House refused to lay on the table, by a vote of 32 yeas 
to 42-nays. g g O apa ` Er ` 
. Mr. Rushing offered the following amendment: to Parsons’ 
motion: * ' u g : me ae ee ce l 
. “I move that the resolutions, substitute -ahd amendments bå 
re-referred to the Commiittee on Slaves and Slavery, with instruc- 
tions:to re-investigate the. subject, and report ‘at the earliest 
practicable period.” es ors, a 
The following message was then received from the Senate : 
“Phe Senate has adopted the report of the Committee of 
conference in a bill to provide for the investment of the Special 
School Funds in the bonds of Railroad Companies incorporated 
by the State; and that the Senate has concurred in the amend- 
Ments of the House to a bill to incorporate the Texas Cotton 
Seed Oil and Paper Manufacturing Company ; also the passage 
of a bill for the relief of Jack R. Everett.” > o 
Mr. Throckmorton, Chairman of the Joint Committee of con- 


| 


part of the Senate, made the following report:  »« 
l CoMMITTEE Room, 
Avstin Orry, July 30th, 1856. l 
To the Honorable H. P. Bee, Pa 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : ` 

The Committee of conference appointed to take into consider- 
ation the amendments proposed by the House of Representa. 
tives to the bill entitled “ An Act to provide for the investment 
of the Special School Fund inthe bonds of Railroad Companies 
incorporated by the State,” have conferred upon the same, 
and have instructed the undersigned to make the following 
report : 

Ist. The Committee of conference recommend that the House 
adhere to the 1st and 2nd amendments, and the last provision 
of the 4th amendment, relating to sections of road: between the 
cities of Galveston and Houston and the crossing of . Buffalo 
Bayon ; near the City ot Houston, and that the Senate recede 
from its former action, and concur in said amendments. 

2nd. The Committee further recommend the adoption. of tht 
following substitute in the place of that part of the 4th amend 
ment made by the House, relating to roads of a less length that 
fifty miles, to be adopted as an independent section after sec 
tion 1^. 

Section 16 of the bill that no Railroad which is less thal 
fifty miles in length, according to the terme of its charter, shal 
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Bo entitled to, the benefits of this Act, except on the following 
terms: The Brownsville and Rio grande Railroad shall*be 
E cotitled to the benefits of this Act on its entire length as sodn 
| asit is completed from Point Isabel to Brownsville; and any 
Í other Railroad which is less than fifty miles in length according 
| to the terms of its charter, whenever one-half of its entire length 
E has been completed and put in running order, and the other 
E baii has been graded ready for the ties and other superstrnet- 
ure, shall be entitled to said loan, on said completed section, 

which shall be expended for the completion of the entire road ; 
and in no event shall said roads be entitled to said loan on more 
B® than one half of its entire length. All of which is respectfully 
E submitted and recommended. 
i Mr. Darden of C., one of the Committee on Engrossed bills, 
reported correctly engrossed the following bills, viz: 
E “A bill to. incorporate the Brownsville and Rio Grande Rail- 
road Company. ” ne 

| And “ A bill for the relief of the heirs of Jonathan Clark.” 
A bill for the reliefof the heirs of James Selman deceased. 
A bill for the relief of Edward Teal, Sr. 
A bill for the relief of Eli Mitchell. 
A bill for the relief of John A. Robb. 

A bill for the relief of Nathaniel Prescott. 
A bill for the relief of Eliza Green. 


A bill for therelief of R. S. Wheat, and L. G. McGaughy. ” 


And a bill authorizing the County Court of McLennan 
ma county to levy a special tax for two ycars. 


me McLeod were withdrawn. 


g On motion of Mr. Darden of O., the House adjourned till 8 
Velock, A. M., to-morrow—pending on adjournment, on the 
adoption of Rushing’s amendment. 


x 
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House or Representatives, } 
| _ Aws, July 31st, 1856. f- 
| Honse met -parensnt to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present, Journal of yesterday read'and adopted. 
3 _* PETITIONS.: .- Í 


e 


| Mr. Hale presented the-petition of Mrs. E. Gilbert ; referred 
E Committee No. 2, on-Private Land Claims. 
Mr. Adrian presented: tlie petition of Daniel M. Case; refer- 


acd to Judiciary Committee.” 
18 


Oi motion of Mr. Cleveland of L., the papera of Gen. H. 
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of Sarah Ann Estes; referred to Committee No. 1, on Private 
` eae 
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_Mr. McMillin presented the petitions of S. L. Wheeler, and 


Land Claims. 
_ Mr. Ochiltree presented the petition of the heirs of R. McKen. 
zie; referred to Committee No. 1, on Private Land Claims. 
REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES. 

-Mr. Throckmorton, Chairman of Committee on Internal Im 
provements, recommended the passage of a bill to incorporate 
the Mexican Gulf and Rio Grande Railroad Company; with 
the followiag amendment: “ Wheneverthe word ‘ten’ occurs 
strike ont and insert ‘ eight.°” à ae 

Report received. 

Mr. Stedman, one of the Committee on Internal Improve- 
ments, reported, recommending the passage of a substitute for 
a bill for the relief of certain persons therein named. 

Report received. : 

Mr. Runnels, one of the Committee on State Affairs, reported, 
recommending the passage of a bill for the relief of Samud 
McKnuley. ee. l 

On motion of Mr. Runnels, the rule was suspended, bill taken 
up, read 3rd time and passed. es 

Mr. White, Chairman of Committee on Public Lands, report 
ad as follows: l 

Tbe Committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred tho 
petition of Victor Considerant, have had the same under con 
sideration, and have instructed me to report against the prayer 
of the petitioner; yet they bave instructed me, in view of the 
fact that the petitioner represents a company with a large capt 

tal, and whose objects are to engage in manufacturing, and 
other branches of industry, which itis believed will be of incal 
. culable advantage to this country, to report a bill incorporating 
said company for, the above purposes, and recommend its pas 
sage. Also Hitson Brown’s petifion, and recommend its pak 

sage. ; O S 
Report received, and bill read first time. 

‘Mr. Cleveland of B., moved to suspend the rule, and take up 
the bill just reported—Lost. 
Mr. Green, by leave, presented the petition of Wm. T 

Blythe; referred.to Committee on Military Affairs.: 

Mr. Shaw, Chairman of Committee No.‘l on Private Lari 
Claims, recommended the passage of a Senate bill for relief al 
- John J. MeCloska—Report received. . a 
Mr. Wood moved to take up the bill—Lost. © “Spp? 
Mr. Shaw, Chairman of Committee No. 1 ‘on Private , Lau 
Claims, made the following reports 12- C:s 70000 O 05. 
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Recommending the passage of a Senate bill for the relief of 
Francis Maybrazi. ae, 

Reported a bill for the relief of P: G. Maffatt ; read At 
time. 
`- Reported, asking to bedischarged from the further considet 
tion of the petition of Mrs: Winnie E. West—the evidence: riot 
being sufficient. ogee 

Asking also to be discharged from the further consideration 
of the petition of the Executors of John J. Simpson. z 

Mr. Ardrey, by leave, withdrew the papers accompanying 
the petition just reported on. 

Mr. Lawhon withdrew the papers accompanying the petition 
of Winnie-E. West. 

Mr. Locke withdrew the papers and petition of ‘Hitain 
Brown. z 

Mr. Wælder niey the papers and petition of George 
Deats. 

“Mr. Cleveland of L., Chairman of Committee No. 3 on Pii- 
yate Land Claims, made the following reports: 

Reported a bill for relief of the heirs of Wm. B. Jordan; 
read ist time. 

Reported a substitute for a bill for the relief of William’ Bin - 
well. 

Recommended the passage of a bill for the reliefof Reese D. 
Price. ast 
Reported a bill for the relief of Samuel Ai read: ist 
time. 


Reported a bill for the relief of Agaters Williams ; : i ist 
time. 

Reports received. ` s 
Mr. Ardrey, one of the Judiciary Committes, reported as fal 
OWS ¢ ; <Ar 

The J adictary Cots, to whom was refer red a bill 
amend an Act to organize county courts, approved March 16¢h, 
1848, have considered the same, and instructed me to report, 
hat they approve of the principles proposed by the bill as’ ito 
he division of the county commissioners into two classes, prè- 
ided that the first class shall vacate their office at the expira- 
ion of twelve months from the time of their election; and that 
he second class shall continue in offices until the expiration Of 
keir official term. The Committee are of opinion that's 
arther change in the mode of electing county commesionére 
8 demanded by the people of the several: counties, 80 ag to pro- 
ure gröator regularity in the. veer ae of the people: ‘of 
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‘the conn) to the aroi sections of the counties in the coitnty 
“which will embrace the objects of said bill; and also provided 
z,election of those officers, and which they haveinstructed me to 
, Report received. 

. made the following reports: | - 

-¢laim of Wm. Small, have had the same under -consideration 
furnished the army at San Antonioin the year 1841, as appean 


-eommand, and also from the certificate of the Comptroller, that 
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tand have therefore prepared a substitute for the -bill, 
for the change which they think.is-desirable as to the mode of 
report back to the House, and recommend its passage. 


Mr. Smith of Harris, Chairman of ‘Public Debt Conimittes 


The Committee on Public Debt, to whom, was referred th 
and find the claim of said Small to be for services and supplia 
from the certificate and order of the Quarter-Master of that 


he has received no compensation therefor. Your Committe 
pave instructed their Chairman to report the same back to thy 
House, with a bill, and recommend its passage. | 
.* The Committe on. Public Debt, fo whom was referred th 
memorial of Thos. P. Ailes and Mary L. Lovett, heirs of Jol 
F. Ailes, have had the same under: consideration, and instrud 
their Cl:airman to report as follows: 
-- The memorial ofsaid heirs prays for the interest upon $5,00 
from the year 1836 tu the year 1854, due, or claimed to be du 
the said John F. Ailes, from the Government, under the follow 
ing circumstances: The said John Ailes sold to the Govert 
“ment, through its Secretary of Treasury, Bailey Hardeman, i 
certain steambost, known as the Cayuga, for which said Aila 
was to receive the sum of $5,000, with ten per cent. per annul 
till paid; the Secretary of the Treasury in the same year exe 
ented to the favor of said Ailes a bill of exchange, but for som 
Feagons not stated in the memorial, the said bill of exchang 
was allowed-to stand as a claim against the Republic of Text 
‘pntil the opening of .the Auditorial Board by the State, whe 
‘the. sane, was presented to said board, which board paid th 
principal, ‘but refused to, pay all interest thereon. © 
. The memorial of the‘heirs of said John F. Ailes prays f 
the payment of.the interest upen..the principal which: was il 
Jowed and paid by the. Auditerial Board. It has‘not been th 
meagé of ‘the..Legislature to: allow interest upon any claill 
grhatevér against the State or. Republic of Texas, except !! 
those; cases specially:provided.for ai the legislation upon thi 
‘subject, and subject to the. restriction ‘which, stops all- interes 
against the State after the ist July, 1850. Your Committ 
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therefore, ask to be discharged from athe further consideration pf 
gaid memorial. se . a adi 

Report received. © 5 7 "4 

Recommeriding the passage of # Senate bill for the reliée’ 

A. Savory, with the. following amendment to come in at the a 
of Ist section ;: : 
«That the sum of $471 be, and the-same is hereby appropti-.. 

ated ont of any monies in the Tréasiity not otherwise appropri: ` 
ated, to. the payment of A. Savory for his services in fall, ‘as: 
Assistant Quarter-Master:in the Army of thé late Republié. of 
Texas, inthe year 1836, provided the same has never been’; 
heretofore paid.” ` 

Recommending the passage of: a Senate bill to pay a portion ; j 
of the 2nd class Debt of the late Republic of Texas. 

And recommendiug the passage of a Senate bill for the relief. 
of A. M. Claw. 

On motion of Mr. Brown, the bill and report for the relief of 
A. M; Claw, was taken up, report adopted, and bill passed to. 
8rd reading—rule suspended, bill read 3rd time, and passed by 

a two-third vote. ` 

Mr. Dennis, Chairman of Committee on Engrossed bills, : ré- 

rted correctly engrossed the following bills. 

A bill authorizing C. C. DeWitt to construct a bridge across. 
the Guadalupe River, near the town of Gonzales. 

A bill to amend the 2nd section of an Act to incor porate the 
Dallas Bridge and Causeway Company. | 

A bill to incorporate Cartmell Lodge No. 39; LO. O.F. 

A bill to incorporate the J amestowñ: Academy. 

And a joint resolution to incorporate the officers of the late 
navy of "Texas i in the navy of the United States. 

On motion of Mr. Davia, the petition of Samuel Jordan was- 
taken up and made the order of the day for Wednésday next,’ 
11 o;clock. 

On motion of Mr. Gaines, a bill to quiet land titles in Austin’s, 
colony was taken up, and made the special oréer of the day for: 
Tth August. k 

On motion of Mr. Richardok Mr. Martin of H., was excused, 
from attendance in the House, on account of sickness. 

On motion of Mr. Dickson of Q., a bill to incorporate the. 
Huntsville Railroad Company, taken up, read Ist and 2nd times, 
and referred to-Committee on-Internal improvements. n 

On motion of Mr. Tarlton, the message of. the Governor, . 
vetoing the Texas Western Railroad Company, was taken’ apy; 
and referred to Pommiigs ori Internal ‘Lmprovements. _ 
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“Mr. Crosby, Chairman of Committee on Land Titles, West of‘ 
the Nueces, by leave, made. the following report : 
. sA majority of. the Committee on Land Titles West ot: the 
N ieces, have considered a number of titles referred to them 
during’ the present adjourned session of the Legislature. In the 
examination of the several titles, the Committee have pursued 
the plan adopted by them in full session.during the past winter 
—that.of distributing the several titles among Sub-Committees 
foy their investigation. The titles named in the accompa: 
nying amendmeut to the bill now pending in the House, have 
been ‘duly examined by Joint Sub-Committees, who have 
reported favorably thereon; the majority of the Committee 
have therefore instructed me to report the accompanying amend. 
ment, and ask its incorporation in the original bill, and report: 
ed ‘from the Committee. 
« Amend by inserting the following additional titles: 

o Nepomacina Vela, four leagues of land, called “ Laguna - 


ž a z 


del Pinto.” l i ; 
“To Anastasio Villareal, five leagues of land, called “ Hor. 
cones de Arriba. ” 
ue José Maria Canales, four leagues, called “Ojo de Agua 
Inojoso. ” . ass sree 
“f'o Antonio Alegria, two leagues, called “ Paso de los Hor- 
‘cones. ” : a ot 
To Entimio Zapato, three leagues, called “Frio Chili Vela. ” 
To Antonio Ochoa, three leagues, called “ Gualigueno. ” 
To Santos Flores, five leagues, called ‘Agua Poquita.” 
ee CAMERON COUNTY. 
“To Enrique Villareal, four leagues, called “ K] Paso Viejo.” 
To Andres Ramirez, one and a half leagues, attached to said 


* é 


grant of “El Paso Viejo.” 
Provided that the aforesaid claimants under titles not ‘pre: 
sented to the Commissioners under the Act approved February 
11,1854, entitled an Act to provide for the investigation of 
Jand titles in certain counties therein mentioned, shall - pay te 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office the same tee as 
would have been required of them had they presented said 
titles to said Commissioners before patents shall’ issue to said 
‘claimants, eM aa K 
Mi. McCown, chairman-of aSelect Committee or ` bill for 
the reliefof the heirs and legal representatives of S. L; Hayee, 
reported the same back to the House, and récominended its 
passage. = > oe ss. a 
» BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS, | : 
Mr. Busby introduced a ‘bill for the relief of the heirs of 


AF 


William Qj Winston ; read 1st and 2nd times, and referred to 
committee No. 2°on Public Land Claims. ` ` oe 

Mr. Darden of G., Chairman of committee on Enrolled bills, 
reported cerrectly enrolled, the following bills: - 

. A bill to incorporate the Osceola Mill Company. 

pA bill for the relief of Wm. Carroll Sypert. 

A bill to incorporate Payne Female Institute. 

A bul for the relief of individuals who have ‘settled as pre- 
emptors, or Who may locate by virtue of genuine certificates 
within the Missiasippi and Pacific Railroad Reserve prior te 
the 2ist day of December, A. D. 1853. - 

A bill to incorporate the Texas Monumental Committee and 
‘Texas Military Institute with’ Rutersville College. 

Report accepted. 

‘Mir. Stedman introduced a bill amendatory of a supplemen- 
ta toan act, entitled an act, supplemental to, and amendato-. 
ry of an act to incorporate the Henderson and Burkville Rail- 
road company, passed January 24th, 1856; read Ist and 2nd 
times and referred to the committee on Internal Improvements. 

“Mr. Trigg offerred the following resolation : l 

-Resolved, That the Treasurer of the State of Texas‘is author- 
ized and required to pay out of the contingent fund of the a 
Lepislature, to each of the members of the’ committee, appoint- hi 
ed to investigate all matters relative to the expenditure of the 
money appropriated for the construction of the Capitol, and 
the purchase of furniture for the capitol, &c.; and also their 
Clérk one hundred and fifty dollars, for services rendered 
during the adjournment of the Legislature, provided that, the 
whole amount so paid ont, shall not exceed six hundred dollars 
—Adopted. š 

Mr. Brown offered the following resolution:  . 

Resolved, That any member of this House, shall have. 
the right to withdraw from the same, all petitions, claims and 
proofs, by him introduced or represented, without prejudice to 
such claims and petitions, for the purpose of presenting the’ 
game to, the Court of Claims, created by this Legislature.— 
Adopted: i : 7 

Mr. Smith, of Harris, introduced a bill for the relief of T 
Margaret McCormick; read 1st and 2nd tin.es and referred. to , 
Pablic Debt Committee. . 

‘Mr. Crosby introduced a joint resolution, relative to creatin 
a Collection District in Texas and New Mexico; read Ist an 
2nd times and referred to Judiciary committee. 

“Mr. Pettus offerred the following resolution : . | 

Resolved, That the committee on Public Printing be instruct~' 
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ed to have printed, for the nse of the House, in par phet. form: 
five hundred copies of the report of the- select: committee om 
the building of the Capitol—rejected. . 

Mr. Stout offered the following preamble.and resolutions : 
‘Wuereas: It is the opinion of this House,:that much time has 

been consumed in the discussion of the. Kansas Resolutions, 
preventing action. being had npon- other business of impor- 
tance, and ata cost, to the State, of about eight hundred 
dollars per diem, for the time thus consumed ; and ‚whereas, 
we owe it to our constituents, as well as to ourselves, to- pro- 
ceed with as little delay as possible to the consideration of 
business before us; therefore 

Be it Resolved, lst. That all speeches, hereafter to be made 
on the “ Kansas Resolutions,” shall be read by caption and 
referred to the committee on public printing, with instructions 
to have the sanie printed for the use of the membets 
whose speeches shall there be referred. 

2d, ‘That itis the sense of this House, that each member has 
fully determined how he will vote on tLe Resolutions, and con- 
sequently a further discussion of this subject can result in no 
good, but will bea useless consumption of time and should 
members wish to indulge in buncomb speeches, they can be 
gratified, and much time and money saved by the adoption of 
the precedirig resolutions. "i 

On motion of Mr. Smith of Harrie, laid on tha table by a 
vote of 44 yeas to 30 nays. 

A message was received from the Senate announcing to the 
House the passage of a bill for the relief ot Absolom J. Lott. 

And a bill to create the county of La Salle. 

And a bill originating in the House for the relief of W. W. O. 
Stanfield, and the adoption of the following resolution. 

Resolved by the Senate (the House concurring) the two 
Houses will assemble in the Representative Hall at 10 o’elock | 
A. M. on Saturday the 2nd day of August for the purpose of 
electing a Commisssioner of claims. 

Mr. Dalrymple introduced a bill to relinquish the State taxes . 
collected in the County of Williamson, for the year 1856 and. 
toad to said county, to be expended in the erection of a Court 

ouse, A 

Mr. Ochiltree, by leave presented the petition of Richard O. 
Brown, William Daniel and other citizens of Nacogdoches 
, county ; referred to a select committee of five. 

Mr. Chariton introduced a bili for the relief of James Resin; 
read Ist and 2nd times and referred to committee No. 2. on 


private land claims. se l 
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Mr...Rushing offered the following resolution. 

Resolved, That the committee on “Penitentiary, be instr ructad, 
to inquire whether the Superintendent, officers and managers 
of the State Penitentiary, have been in. the habit of charg 
a fee for the admission of visitors to the penitentiary, poi" 


grounds and works connected therewith; and if so by what: 


authority the same is done, and report the result of their inves 
tigation to this House—Adopted. 

Mr, Junker introduced a bill for the relief of Jno. A. Beat: ` 
mont assignee of James R. Heffing; read Ist and 2nd times, 
and referred to committee No.2, on private land claims. 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, the report of the committee of. 
conference un the amendments tothe loan bill was taken up. 


A call of the House ordered. f 
On motion of Mr. Adrian, Mr. Bonner was excused on ac-. 
count of indisposition. = 


Call suspended. 

The question being upon the adoption of the report ; the, 
yeas and nays were called, and the report adopted by thie ful-, 
lowing vote: 

Yras.— Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Arnold Askew, Bell Bur- 
yess, Busby, Cleveland of B., Crabbe, Crosby, Dalrymple, 
Dancy, Darden of O., Darden of G., Davis, Dickson of G. 
Dougherty, Ector, Ellison, Francis, Gaines, Galloway,, Hale,, 
Hooker, King, Kittrell, Latham, Locke, McCown, McMillin,’ 
Merrick, Norton, Ochiltree, Owings, Parsons, Pollock, Reevea,.. 
Richardson, Rushing Sayles, Shaw, Shepard, Smith of Harris, 
Sumith of Harrison, “Stedman, Tiigg, Tarlton, Taylor, Throck- 
morton, Tompkins, Truehart, Waelder and West—51. i 

Nays.—Messrs. Ardrey, Cleveland of L, Dennis, Green, 
Junker, Lawhon, Martin of H., McClanahan, Melton, Middle- 
ton, Moore, Parsons of A., Pettus, Poag, Randolph, Runnels, 
Selman, Smith of Newton, “Stout Sallivan, Thompson, White, 
Williams of S. A., Witt, Wood and W orsham—9. 

Mr. White offered a substitute for a bill to relinquish, in 
favor of certain persons, the right of the State to certain lands 

—the original having been lost or mislaid, the substitute wag 
ordered to take the readings and place, of the original bill... > 

Mi. Throckmorton introduced a bill to amend the 3d Sectii ion, 
of the Loan Bill; read Ist'and 2nd times, and ordered’ to. be” 
‘tagrossed ; rule suspended, read 3d time and passed. © 7t 


Mr. Sallivan penad the eon of Reet Gilpin ; refor- 
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ist and 2nd times and referred to the committee on Public 
ebt. i 


“Aiso the petition of Alexander Armstrong ; referred to com- 


- 


- mittee No. 1, on private land claims. — 


“Mr. Ardrey, one of the Judiciary committee, made the fol- 
lowing report. 

‘The judiciary committee to whom was referred -a bill to 
amend the 4th Section of an act to organize Justices Courts 
and detine the powers and jurisdictions of the same, approved 


_ 20th March 1848, have had the same under consideration and 


instruct me to report the bill back to the House, and say that 
they have prepared a substitute for the original bill. The sub- 
stitute proposes a change in the organization of Justices Courts 
by reducing the number of Justices of the peace to one, instead 
of two, as provided for by the act of 1848. Itis the opinion 
of the judiciary committee, that the change proposed will lead 
to beneficial consequences by increasing the importance and 
dignity of the office of Justice of the peace together with the 
cOinpensation to the incumbent, which may be an inducement 
and object to respectable and responsible persons living in the 
several precincts of the County to become candidates for the 
Office, when they refuse to accept the office, or to be troubled 
with the responsibility of the duties of the office under the 
present organizatiin. Your committee have therefore instruct- 
me to recommend the passage of the substitutute reported ; 
report received. l , 
t” The hour having arrived, for the special order, viz: the 
Kansas Regolutions, the same were taken up. l 
Mr. Worsham moved to adjourn till 8 o'clock A. M. to-mor- 
row—lost. 
“On motion of Mr. Orosby, the House adjourned till half 
after eight o’clock A. M. to-morrow ; pending Kansas resolutions. 


ao . Austin, August Fst, 1856. 
‘House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present. “Journal of yesterday read and adopted. 


„Messrs. Trigg and Pollock asked and obtained leave to 
change their vote, on the adoption of the report of the com- 


mittee of conference on the House amendments to the Loan 
Bill ; and voted yea. 


On motion of Mr, Dickson of G., Mr. Week’s, the Reporter 
fer. the House of Representatives, was excused from atten- 
dance on the House, for ten days. a 


House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
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On motion of Mr. Brown, Mr. Cook, member elect from 


took the oath of office and his seat. 


Senate bill for the relief of the heirs and assigns of Martha 
Barker, taken up and passed to a. 3rd reading; rule further 
muspended, read 3rd time and passed. © > 
On motion of Mr. Williams of 8. A., a “Senate bill for the 
relief of Ezekial Vickers was taken Up ; read Yst and 2nd 
times and referred to committee No. 1, on Private Land 
Claims. 


“Mr. Ector presented “the petion of Saml. Christe ; referred 
to Judiciary Committee. 


REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES. 


Mr. Ochiltree Chairman of committee on J MOIETY, made 
the following reports : 


Reported a bill for the relief of John Odin, Bishop of 
Galveston ; read Ist time. . 

‘Becommended the indefinite postponement of .a Senate 
bill, to validate certain acts of the Assessors and Collectors, 
appointed under the provisions of An Act to provide for the 
o and collection of taxes, approved March L3th, 
18 


‘Recommended the indefinite postponement of the petition i 
of Jose Casiano. 

| Recommended the indefinite postponement of the petition 

| of Dani. M. Case and-Permelia Case, there being & general 

| law affording a remedy. ~ 


| The indefinite „postponement of a bill to prevent the viola- 
| tion of the Sabbath.. 


| Recommended: the - “passage of a bill e E to an 
| act concerning divorce ‘and alimony. 


1 Recommending: the indefinite post ponomien, of a bill con~ 
| cerning oaths and affidavits. 


| Recommending the indefinite postponement of the petition 
| Of the Chief. Justice-and Commissioners of the County Court, 

| of Freestone county, the object being provided for in a goner- 
Í al law heretofore‘ reported. - "A 
|- Recommended the passage of a bill to amend An Act: to 
B organize.: Justices , Courts -and dening the powers, and .jurisdic¢- 
| tion of the same. 


“Recommended ' the- indefinite “Sostponement of a bill to. 


the county of Titus, came forward, presented his credentials, 


On motion of Mr. Randolph, the rule was suspended and a 
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Hives in cases of conviction for. misdemeanors punishable by `- 
e. ° a ea 
i Recommended the indefinite postponement of-a bill sup-`` 
plemental to An Act concerning crimes and punishments, ap- | 
proved March 20th, 1848. — B 
Also, the Judiciary Committee have had the petition of, 
pera S. Patton before them and direct me to report as fol- -` 
ows: = 
It is in proof before the committee that Robt. Patton emi- ` 
grated to Coahuila and Texas, in the Spring of 1835, that he 
obtained an order of survey for one league of land from Geo. 
3 Antonio Nixon, Commissioner of Vehelin Colony ; that he 
procurred a survey to be made on said order in the month of 
—— 1835, that the grant did not issue until. 
the 20th of December, 1835, that said grant is declared void 
by the decision of the Supreme Court, in the case of Dodds 
vs Donaldson, rendered in the year 1854. Said land was located 
in what is now known as Polk county. It appears that subse- 
quent locations have been made thereon, the petitioner brings 
forward proof to the entire satisfaction of the committee that 
he was a citizen of the Republic of Texas and head of a fami- 
ly on the 2nd March, 1836, that he rendered valuable aid to 
the Republic Texas, during her revolutionary struggle, and that 
he-still resides in Texas a most valuable citizen of the State. 
The committee have instructed me report the accompanying 
bill for his relief and recommend its passage ; read lst time, 
reports received. . k 
l r. Thompson, one of the Judiciary committee, made the 
i following report on the petition of Mary Francis Millard : 
COMMITTEE aaa l 
. August 2nd, 1856. 
To the Hon. H. P. Bee, 


Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the. 
petition of Mary Francis Millard, have had the same under ` 
consideration and have directed me to make the following re- 
port : i = 
It appears from the evidence adduced before the committee, 
that Robt. F. Millard, the father of the petitioner, emigrated 
to the State of Coahuila and Texas, early in the year of our 
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Lord one thousand eight hundred and_ thirty-five, and settled 
, in the municipality of Nacogdoches; that on-the 13th day. of 
. April, 1835, an order of survey was issued to, him by George 
, Antonio, Nixon, Commissioner for David G. Burnett’s Colony, 
“which was surveyed upon land included in the present County 


€ 


of Freestone ; said survey was returned in the month of No-. 


vember, 1835, the title to said land was extended to said 
Millard on the 20th day of November, A. D., 1835, seven days 
after the closing of the Land Offices by decree of the consul- 
‘tation, this title has been by the decision of the Supreme 
‘Court of the State of Texas declared void. ; 

At was also satisfactorily proven to the committee, that said 
‘Millard was a citizen of the Republic of Texas, on the day of 
the date of the Declaration of Independence, and that he con- 
tinued to reside in Texas up to the time of his death, which 
occurred in the year 1844,—’5, that when he emigrated to Tex- 
as in 1835, he was a married man and the head of a family, 
that his first wife died in the year 1839, by her he had one 
child—the petitioner in this case; that he again married in 
1842 or’3,- and by his last wife he had two children. 

If the title to the league of land granted as aforesaid to 
said Millard, had proven to be good, Mary Francis, his clild, 
by the wife who accompanied him. to Texas in 1835, would, 
at the death of her mother in 1839, have been the forced heir 
to the one-half of the league, in right of her said mother, and 
at the death of her father would have inherited the half- 
. league remaining to her father im common with her brother 
and sister of the half blood. 

Your committee learn that Mr. Millard, in his life-time, and 
since his death the petitioner, Mary Francis, have paid all 
the public dues, taxes, &c., upon said land up to the date of 
the decision of the Supreme Court, the affect of which is to 
annul said title. They therefore have directed me to report 
a bill-for the relief of the heirs of said Robert F. Millard, 
and to recommend its passage. S.-A. THOMPSON. 

Mr. Darden of C., one of the Judiciary committee, made 
‘the following report on a. bill for the collection and publica- 

tion of the General Laws of ‘State of Texas: 
rr ie CP Be. eee -.Commitren Room, -? | 
Pe 2 See oo ft Juy Bist, 1856. § 
| To the Honorable H. P. Bee; a a 
©...” Speaker of the House of” Representatives; |.” ¢ 
| Phe Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the 
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Resolution of the House requesting the committee to inquire 
into the-expediency of the publication of the Statutes atl 
of the Republic and State of Texas, the laws of the général 
government of the Republic that effected the jurisprudence of 
the country, Austin’s pamphlet and the laws of Coahuila dnd 
Texas, have maturely considered the same, and beg’ leave to 
report : a 
"That, in the opinion of your committee, the laws that gov- 
ern and regulate the country, especially such as relate to the 
acquisition and disposal of property, should be accessible to all, 
_ and the knowledge thereof generally diffused. That the laws 
which have heretofore been in operation in the Territory ‘of 
the State of Texas, cannot be obtained. Those in force pre- 
vious to the independent existence of Texas, and under which 
rights were vested are entirely out of print, and for the most 
part the knowledge thereof is exceedingly limited and imper- 
fect, and a complete collection of the Statutes of the late Re- 
public and of the State, cannot be obtained at the seat. of 
Government. oe 
A publication containing the general laws which have here- 
tofore been in force, is essential to the. proper adjudication’ ‘of 
the rights of the citizens of the State, and if the Codes pre- 
sented to the present Legislature should be adopted, they, 
together with the Statutes at large of.a general character, will 
make a complete and convenient system of jurisprudence, ‘such 
as is possessed by no other State. ` ; B 
For these reasons, the Committee have instructed me-to're- | 
port the accompanying bill and respectfully to recommend its 
_ passage. DARDEN of ©, © 
one of the Committee. 
Mr. Throckmorton, Chairman of the committee on Interihl 
Improvements, recommended the passage of a bill amending 
and supplemental to An Act to incorporate. the Hendérson 
and Burkville Railroad Company, passed January 24th, 1856, 
with the following amendment to come in at the end of- séc- 
tion 3rd, “ provided that said guage shall not be less than 
five and a half feet.” . as 
- Recommended, also, the passage of a bill to repéal a por- 
tion of the Mississippi and Pacific Railroad Reserve, -° stè 
Also recommended, the passage of a bill to incorporate the 
Huntsville Railroad Company, with the following amendments: 
add to section 13th, “‘ provided that nothing herein contained, 
shall be so construed as to entitle said Company to the 
benefits of the provisions of An Act passed at the present 
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aeasion of the Legislature, entitled An Act to provide for the 
investment. of the Special School Fund, in the bonds-of Rail- 
road Companies incorporated by the State.” Section 1st, Tike 
2nd, strike out Yorkman, and insert “ Yoakum.” ` 

Mr. Williams of S. A. ‘moved to take up a bill to aah & 
portion of the Pactfic Railroad Reserve, and make the saihe 
the special order of the day for Monday week, —carried. `- 

Mr, Shaw, Chairman of the committee No. 1, on Private 
Land Claims, made the following report : bu 

The committee No. 1, on Private Land Claims, to anon 


considered the same. The facts are these: a certificate from 
the Auditor’s Office, shows that John L. Whiteman enlisted‘in 
the service of Texas on the 18th day of September, 1836, aid 
was honorably disharged by Capt. M. K. Snell, on the ‘48th 
day of December following, he having become "incapable: “of 
performing the duties of a soldier, on account of a rupture, 
as expressed in the certificate of Surgeon A. Cadwalader. 
The law of 18th December, 1837, Art. 1879, gives to those 
“persons who have been permanéntly disabled in -the 
service of Texas, one league of land as a testimony of grati- 
tude.” From the testimony before the committee, as well as 
the petitioner John L. Whiteman, who was examined by the 
committee in January last, they unanimously report the- ac- 
companying bill and recommend its passage ; reponi recéived, 
and bill read Ist time. 

On motion of Mr. Parker of T., the rule was suspended, 
# report and bill taken up, report adopted, bill read Ist--and 
= 2nd times and ordered to be engrossed ; rule further aup ndeg 
| read 3rd time and passed. 
| Mr, Cleveland of L., Chairman .of committee No. 2, on 
E Private Land Claims, made the following reports : 

E Reported recommending the passage of a bill for the re- 
$ the relief of thé heirs of Mary Hamilton. 

| Recommended the passage of Senate bill for the relief n: 
$ Hamilton Ledbetter. ` 


a the passage of a Senate bill for the relief of Jno, s. 
il] 


Recommended the passage of a bill for the relief of ‘Ino. 
| A, Beaumont, Assignee of Jas. R. Haffing. - 
Reported, a bill for the relief of R. B. Russell. 
- Reported, a bill for the relief Wm. Battle. 
Reports received, and bills read lst time. 


‘was referred the petition of John L. Whiteman, have duly. 
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Mr. Randolph, ‘chairman of the Committee on Claims and 
. Aecounts made the following reports : 

The Committee on Claims and Accounts to whom Was re- 
s ferred the petition of Robt..8. Patton, have had the same under 
consideration and instruct me to report the accompanying bill 
. for his relief, and recommend its passage. 
- It appears from the evidence before your Committee, that 

- Mr. Patton advanced $200 on the 19th December, 1835, to be 

.-appropriated to the. service of volunteers to be raised on Red 
- River, on their march to head-quarters at San Antonio; that 
“the said. sum was accordingly appropriated as desired, through 
- Wm. C. McKinney, John Gragg, and James E, Hopkins, and 
that the country has received the benefit. 

Report received and bill read 1st time. 
_ .On motion of Mr, Adrian, the rule was suspended, the bill 
. for relief of Robert 8. Patton taken up, read Yd time, and or- 
dered to be engrossed ; rule further suspended, read 3d time, 
_ and passed by a two-third vote 

Also, reported a bill for the relief of R. H. Peck & Co., and 
for the relief of John Bremond. 

Reported a bill for the relief of Ethan Melton. 

Read Ast time. 
_ Also, reported a bill for the relief of John H. Brown and 
` and the heirs of Lionel Brown. 

Reports received, bills read Ist time. 

Mr. Merrick, chairman of Committee on County Boundaries, 
reported, recommending the passage of the following bills : 

A bill to locate the site of Justice of Angelina noa 

A bill to create the county of Jack. 

A bill to create the county of Palo Pinto. 

- Mr. McMillin moved to suspend the rule and take up. the bill 
just reported, to create the county of Palo Pinto—lost. © . 

Mr. Darden of G., chairman of Committee on Enrolled 
* Bills; reported correctly enrolled the following. bills : 

A bill to incorporate the Texas cotton seed oil and paper 
manufacturing compat. 

A bill authorizing Caroline Stafford to erecta toll bridge 
across Mud Creek, in the county of Clierokéee.. 

A bill to create a new land district out of the e COM- 
prised within the éounty: of Karnes: ~~ i ; 

A bill for the relief of Jack R. Everett. 
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A bill to punish persons for writiyy upon, defacing, or dis- 
i figuring the walls of the public puikias of the State, 
| A bill to incorporate the Waco Female Seminary. 
A bill to locate’ permanently the County Seat of Newton 
county. 
All of which are correctly enrolled and having been properly 
signed were, this day, presented to the Governor. . 


Mr. Ector, one of the Committee on Public Debt, made the 
following report : 


CoMMITTEE Room, 

July 30th, 1856. 
Honorable H. P. Bee, . 
2 Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The Committee on Public Debt, to whom was referred a 
bill for the relief of Adam Gameie, have carefully considered 
| the same, and examined the proof, and are satisfied from it 
i that said Gamgie was one of the Santa Fe prisoners; this fact 
| is certified to by one of the company, also by Gen. McLeod 
| who was commanding officer of the division, and that he was 
| entitled for said services to three hundred and eighty-five 
dollars, and they can find no evidence that that sum has ever 
been paid him by the State. Therefore, they report back the 
| bill and recommend its passage. 
$ Mr. Ector moved to suspend the-rule and take up the bill 
$ just reported, that it might be acted upon—lost. 

2 Mr. Darden of G., by leave, presented the petition of Jesse 
E Zinwalt; referred to Committee on State Affairs, 

m Mr. Dickson of G., one of a select Committe to whom was 
@ referred the petition of Willard G. Yates, made the following 
m report: i 


COMMITTEE ROOM, 
Julý 31st, 1856. i 


R Zo the Hon. II. P. Bee, 
a Speaker of the House of Representatives: 
$ The Select Committee to which was referred the memorial 
| of Willard G. Yates, suggesting the propriety of an appropria- 
tion for the establishment of an institution for the education 
$ of the blind of Texas, have had the same under consideration, 
§ and deeming it the duty of the State to provide for this un- 
| fortunate class, and that it is the wish of every friend of hu- 
}Manity to have it done promptly and properly, I am instructed 
by the Committee to report a bill making provisions for the 


Beame. It will be seen that only a small -appropriatian is de- 
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sized at-present—the: ‘Gemmittee: deeming it-preferable:to make 
an experiment’ in'the wifi proposed, before proceeding to. ereet 
- buildings suited for an institution of the kind.: - The Commit. 

tee do not doubt, from information obtained from Mr. Yates, 
that the number of unfortunate blind in the State, 1s much 
greater than is peuoahy supposed; amd it 1s unquestionably 
but an act of justice, as well-as humanity; to look to thei 
education and comfort: with as much solicitude at least.as to 
-any other portion of our population. All of which is respect. 
fully submitted. 

On motion:of Mr, Dickson of G., the foregoing report was 
made the special order of the day for Tuesday, 12thof August, 

Mr. Ochiltree, chairman of the Judiciary Committee, re- 
ported back to the House, recommending its passage, a bill 
to authorize the County Court of Smith to ‘provide a new map 
for the same. 

Mr. Busby presented a bill defining more particularly the 
Northern boundary line of Limestone ‘county —Read Ist and 
2d times, and referred to Committee on County Boundaries, 

Mr, Waelder presented a joint resolution making provision 
for the translating and printing of certain general laws and 
documents in the Spanish and German languages. vee lsi 
and 2d times and ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Dennis offered the following resolution : 

RB. solved, That the Engrossing Clerk be, and he is hereby at 
thorized to employ an Assistant Engrossing Clerk whenever he 
may find it necessary so to do, who shall receive a like com 
pensation for his services as the other officers of the House 
for the time he may be thus employed, 

Mr. Darden of G. offered the following substitute : 

Resulved, That when the Clerks of Committees are not em 

ployed. on said Committees, they be required to assist the Er 
grossing and Enrolling Clerks of the House——Substitute wa 
adopted. 

Mr. Bee presented a bill to authorize the Governor to ap 
point Commissioners to take acknowledgement of deeds, &, 
in any foreign country,—Read Ist and 2d times, and referre 

. to Committee on State Affairs. 
. Mr. Ector presented a bill for the relief of Sampson Christie 
real lst and 2d times and referred to Committee on Judiciary 

Mr. Locke offered the following resolution : 

: Resolved, That no more water shall be taken from the ciste 
attached to the Representative Hall, and carried away for us 
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-without an.order from a member, of the „House, directed to the 
doorkeeper, or Sergeant-at-Anns, Provided, that this. does not 
apply to State Officers. ~ < 

Mr. Darden of Colorido, moved to i. on the table—lasty 


, Mr. Buzress moved to strike out “ Member” And insert 
« Speaker,” —lost. 


The House refused to adopt the resolution. 
Mr. Bushing then offered the following resolution : 

Pesitved, Tnat-the Clerk of the J. udiciary, and the Clerks 
| of the Committees of Private Land Claims shall be entitled 
f to two and a half dollars per day, extra pay, for their services 
E in assisting the Enrolling and Engrossing Clerks, for every day 
E thoy shall so assist, 

Í On motion of Mr. Burress, laid on the table. 
| On motion, the Hause prese eded to orders-of the day, and 
E business on the Speaker’s table. 
| Mr. Norton called up a bill for the relief of Peter Dowd ; 
` read 2d time and ordered to be engrossed, rule suspended; read 
| 3d time and passed. 
Mr. Wood called up a bill for the relief of John A. McClosky; 
read and passed to a 3d reading, rule further suspended, read 
| 3J time and passed, 
B Mr. Tompkins called up a bill for the relief of the heirs of 
t Edward F. Stansbury; read 2d time and ordered to be `en- 
m grossed, rule suspended, read 3d time and passed. 
E On motion of Mr. Throckmorton, the following Senate’s 
m@ bills, on their Ist reading, were taken up and referred to the 
| appropriate Committees, 
fm A bill to prevent the killing of cattle and hogs running at 
ma large; read Ist and 2d times and referred to Committee on 
a udiciary. 
B A bill to be entitled-an act to pay James H. Rogers, as spe- 
cial Judge of the Supreme © urt; read Ist and 2d times, and 
E referred to J udiciary Committee, 
s A bill to create the county of McCulloch; read lst and 2d 
Himes, and referred to Committee on County Boundaries, 
A bill to create the county of La, Salle; read Ist and 2d 
times, and referred to Committee on County Boundaries. 

A bill for the relief of Absolom J. Lott; read Ist and 2d times, 
Bend referred to Committee on Private Land Claims No. t. 
$ A bill to amend an act to incorporate the Memphis, El Paso 
mend Pacific Railroad Company; read-1st and 2d times:and re- 

ferred to Committee on Internal Improvements.—And’ > - 
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A bill to create the county of Brown; read Ist and 2d times, 
and referred to Committee on County Boundaries. 

Mr. Cleveland of L., called up a bill for the relief of Mary 
K. Sherman; substitute of the Committee adopted and ordered 
to be engrossed, rule further suspended, read 3d time and 


passed. 
(Mr. White in the Chair.) z 


Mr. Thompson called up a bill to incorporate the Galveston 
Gas Company; amendment of the Committee adopted, ordered 
to be engrossed, rule suspended, read 3d time and ‘passed by a 
two-third vote. 

Mr. Crabbe called up a Senate’s bill to incorporate the Hunts. 
ville Railroad Company, with a report from the Committee on 
Internal Improvements recommending amendments; amend- 
ments adopted and bill passed“to 3d reading, rule suspended, 
read 3d time and passed by the following vote. 

` Yras.—Messrs. Adrian, Arnold, Bell, Busby, Charlton, 
Cleveland of B., Crabbe, Darden of C., Darden of G., Dennis, 
Dickson of G., Ector, Francis, Gaines, Galloway, Green, Hale, 
Hooker, King, Kittrell, Latham, Locke, Mabry, Martin of L, 
McCown, McMillin, Merrick, Middleton, Moore, Ochiltree, 
Parker of A., Parsons, Reeves, Richardson, Rushing, Sayles, 
Selman, Shaw, Shepard, Smith of Harrison, Smith of N, 
Stedman, Stout, Taylor, Throckmorton, Trigg, Truehart, 
Welder, White, and Worsham.—59. 

Nays.—Messrs. Arnold, Brown, Burress, Cleveland of L. 
Crosby, Dickson of R. R., Dougherty, Junker, Lawhon, Mel- 
ton, Randolph, Sullivan, Thompson, West Witt and Wood 

Mr. Throckmorton called up a bill authorizing Wm. M. Leo 
and others, to construct a bridge across the East Fork of Trin- 
ity, at or near Lee’s Ferry ; read and passed to 3d reading— 
rule suspended—read 3d time and passed by a two third vote. 

Mr. Crosby called up a bill for the relief of Gregorio Soto. 

Mr. Truehart offered substitute to the bill. 

Mr. Brown moved to lay the substitute on the table——Lost. 

Substitute was then adopted, and ordered to be engrossed— 
rule further suspended—read 3d time and passed. 

Mr. Dancy appealed from the decision of the Chair; the 


decision of the Speaker, being that 4-5ths had voted in favor 


of suspending the rule to put the bill on its 3d reading. 
‘The decision of the Chair -was sustained by a vote of 53 
yeas to 14 nays. - i | 
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Mr. Taylor called up.a Senate’s bill for the relief of J oreph 
Luce and others-; read and referred toa special committee o! 
five. | 

Mr. Tarlton called up a bill to incorporate the Harrison 
Manufacturing Company, with a report from the committee on 
Internal Improvements, with amendments—amendment of 
commitee adopted, and bill passed to a 3d reading—rule sus- 
pended—bill read 3d time and passed by atwo-third vote. 

Mr. Dancy called up a bill for the relief of Seth Hazel; or- 
dered to be engrossed—rule suspended—read 3rd time and 

assed. 

: Mr. Sullivan called up a bill for the relief of Elizabeth 
Howard, and offered a substitute for the same, including the 
names of Larkin, Martin, Thos. R. Foster and Felix G. Su- 
rest; substitute adopted, ordered to be engrossed—rule suspend- 
ed—read 3d time and passed. _ 

Mr. Darden of C., called up a bill for the relief of W. B. 
Dervees. 

Mr. Darden moved to engross the bill; whereupon, the yeas 
and nays were called, and stood thus: 

YEAS.—Messrs. Speaker, Ardrey, Bell, Cleveland of B., 
Cook, Crosby, Darden of C., Darden of G., Dennis, Gaines, 
Martin of. L., Owings, Richardson, Shepard, Smith of Harris, 
Stout, Tarlton, Truehart, and White—19. 

Nays.—Messrs. Adrian, Arnold, Brown, Burress, Busby, 
Clevelind of L., Crabbe, Dancy, Davis, Dickson of R. R.. 
Dickson of G., Dougherty, Francis, Galloway, Green, Hale, 
Hooker, Junker, Kinz, Kittrell, Luwhon, Locke, Martin of H., 
McClanahan, McMillin, Melton, Merrick, Middleton, Moore, 
Ochiltree, Parker of A., Parker of T., Parsons, Randolph, 
Reeves, Runnels, Sayles, Selman, Shaw, Smith òf Harris., 
Smith of Harrison, Smith of N., Taylor, Throckmorton, 
Thompson, Trigg, Welder, Williams of 8. A., Witt and Wor- 
sham.—51. l 

So the House refused to engross the bill. 

Mr. Stout called up a bill for the relief of John Moody ; 
ordered to be engrossed—rule suspended—read 3rd time and 
passed, 

A message was received from the Senate, announcing tó the 
House that the Senate had passed a substitute for the House’s 
bill to make an appropriation for the Gov. of Georgia, &. 

Mr. Darden of G., called up a bill for the relief of Thomas 
P. Fowle, and a bill for the relief of H. J. and J. W. DeWitt, 
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dnd öfféred a substitute for the Bills, which was’ ailojited: and 
ordered to be engrossed—rule suspended—réad 3rd ‘titie and 
passed. 

Mr. Stedman called up a Senate bill for the relief of the 
heirs of John F. Chairs, and offered a substitute for the bill, 
which was adopted and ordered to be engrossed—rule suspend- 
ed—read 3d time and passed. 

Mr. Randolph moved to suspend the rule and take up the 
substitute passed by the Senate, for the bill passed making an 
appropriation for the Gov. of Georgia-—Lost. 

Mr. Ector asked leave to introduce a Joint Resolution— 
Refused. 

Mr. Davis called up a bill for the relief of Robert 8. Patton; 
read 2nd time, and ordered to be engrossed—rule suspended— 
read 3d time and passed. 

Mr. Adrian moved to adjourn until 5 o'clock, P. M—Lost. 

Mr. Dancy moved to adjourn until 8 o’clock, A. M. to-mor- 
row—Lost. 


Mr. Cleveland of L., moved to adjourn until 3 o’clock, P. 


. M.— Lost. 


Mr. Truehart moved to adjourn until 4 o’clock, P. M.— 
Lost. l 

Mr. Dancy moved to adjourn until 8 1-2 o’clock, A. M., to- 
morrow—Lost. 

Mr. Bell moved to adjourn until 8 1-4 o’clock. A. M., to- 
morrow—Lost. 

Mr. Owines moved to adjourn until 7 o’clock, P. M.—Lost. 

Mr. Smith of N., called up a bill for relief of This. Beaty; 
bill ordered to be ‘engrossed—rule suspended—read 3d time 
and passed. 


Mr. Dancy moved to adjoura until 5 o’clock, P. M.—Lost. 

Mr. Dennis called up a bill for the relief of the heirs of 
Sm’). Brown, and offered a substitute for the bill, which was 
adopted and ordered to be engrossed—rule suspended—read 
3rd time and passed. 

The Speaker then announced the following select commit- 
tees : 

‘Committee on a bill for the relief of Luce and others: 
Messrs. Ardrey, Rushing, Ector, Wood and Middleton. 

Committee on destruction | of Ants: Messrs. Welder, 
Dancy and Kittrell. 

Select committee on an Act for the ielief of pre-emption 


settlers igj{Houston -Land District: Messrs. Moore, Randolph, 
Martin of H., Ochiltree and Rushing. . 
| On motion, the House adjourned until 8 o’clock, A.-M, to- 
f morrow. ea 


Houses or REPRESENTATIVES,’ ? 
Austin, August 2d, 1856. 


| present. Journal of yesterday read and adopted. 
PETITIONS. 


referred to committee on Slaves and Slavery. 

Mr. McCown presented the petition of sundry citizens of 
Nueces county; referred to committee on Education. 

On motion of Mr. Stedman, Mr. Cook was added to the com- 
mittees on Land Office, Public Lands, Military Affairs, and 
Private Land Claims No. 2. 

On motion Massrs. Dalrymple and Ellison were excused from 
attendance on the House for a few days. 

~ REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES: 

Mr. Ochiltree, chairman of Judiciary Committee, made the 
following Reports: Recommending the indefinite postponment 
of a bill to extend the time for holding the county court of 
Smith county. Recommended the passage of a bill to amend 
m the 2d section of an act to prevent burning the woods and pra- 

| nies, passed March 18th, 1848, with the following amendment: 
dd line from bottom, strike out after word Jury the words 
“six men.” , l 
E Recommended the indefinite postponement of the petition 
l accompanying bill of the- citizens of Gonzales, concurring fully 
| in the réport of committee on State Affairs on the same. 
I Recommended the reférence of the petition of J. Douglass 
| Brown to one of the Private Land Claims committee; adopted 
Band petition referred to committee on Private Land Claims 
| No.2; also, - . 
f The committee on Judiciary, to whom was referred a Joint 
| Resolution proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the 
| Btate, have had the same under consideration. The Commit- 
| tee first agreed -to amend: by striking out all that part of the 
| bill which occurs after the word session on the 3d line from the 
m bottom of the amendment. They then, by a majority, direct 
| Ie to report the resolution back to the House and. recommend 
g its indefinite postponement. Reports received. - 


House met pursuant to adjournment—roil called—quorum 


Mr. Middleton presented the petition of Margaret Bullock; 
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. On motion: of Mr. White, a-Senate bill for the religf of A. 
Savery was taken up with:with:a report from committee ‘on 
Publie- Debt, recommending amendments; report and amend- 
ments adopted—bill read third time and passed by a two-third 
vote. 

Mr. Throckmorton, chairman of the committee on Internal 
Improvements reported for the action of the House, substitutes 
for Sec, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 9 and 14, of a bill to incorporate -the 
Powder Horn, Victoria and Gonzales R. R. Company, and tho 
following amendment to the 13th Sec., to come in after the 
word “ years;” in 3d line and before the next word “from” in- 


- sert “provided. the conditions required in said charter have 


been fully complied with. Report reccived. 


Mr. Smith of H’s., chairman of committee on Public Debt, 
made the following reports: Recommended the passage ofa 
Senate bill for the relief of F. R. Lubbock; also the passage 
of a Senate bill for the relief of the heirs of Henry Whiting: 
also Senate bill for the relief of das. D. Lilly. Also, 


The committee on Public Debt to whom was referred a bill 
making compensation for services rendered by Edmund Tucker, 
M. D., and H. H. Cone, M. D., have examined the same and 
report as follows: 

The parties named in the bill are physicians, and the claim 
is for a long and laborious investigation of the mental condition 
of Albricht Geherke, who was under sentence of death for mur- 
der. The question of his sanity was raised, and the Governor, 
in order to act advisedly in granting him a respite, requested 
that a careful examination of the state of bis mind should be 
had. The prisoner being a German and unacquainted with 
the English language, and a suspicion having arisen that he 
was feigning insanity, the gentlemen named in the bill found 
it necessary to visit him repeatedly for several weeks. They 
did so at the request of the Governor, who, nevertheless ad- 
vised them that there was no means at his disposition to pay 
them. Your Committee believe they are justly entitled to 
compensation, and recommend the passage of the bill, Re 
ports received; bill read first time. Also, 

The Committee on Public Debt, to whom was referred the 
petition of the heirs of John Marlin, have had the same under 
consideration and instruct their chairman to report as follows: 

Your Committee find the claim of said heirs to be for ex- 
penses occasioned by the quartering of a company of Rangers 


upon the said John Marlin, in the year 1839, from April © 
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September—five months and a half. -The claimants represent- 
that said John Marlin, or his heirs, have never received com- ` 


ensation. ‘The memorialist claims $20 per month for man 
and horse—amounting in all to $3,520. Your Committee 
have instructed their chairman to report that from the attend- 
ing circumstances and the testimony presented, they do not 
regard the claim as a just one. They have, therefore, instruc- 
ted their chairman to report the same back to the House and 
recommend its rejection. Report received. ' 
Mr. Shaw, chairman of committee No. 1, on Private Land 
Claims, made the following .reports: 
Reported a bill for the relief of Frank McCafferty; read first 
time. Also, 
A bill for the relief of Maria Ward. 
A bill for the relief of the heirs of Moses Evans, 


Recommended the passage of a Senate bill for the relief of 

the heirs of R. G. Dunlap; also the passage of a Senate bill 

for the relief of the heirs of Samuel C. Stockbridge; also a 
enate bill for the relief of the heirs of Wm. H. Clopton. 

Also; The cominittee on private land claims No. 1, to whom 
was referred the petition of Parrott W. McNice, asking an 
anginentation certificate of two-thirds of a league and labor, 
have duly consi lered the same, the testimony shows that he 
married early in the Spring of 14395 the law shows that he 
was not entitled after the 14th December 1838—Mr. McNice 
having grown a “ leetle ” tov old before he became a married 
man; the committee are unanimously of the opinion that he 
“eawt guite.come it,” they therefore instruct me to report back 
to the House and recommend its rejection, (erection)— report 
received, 

Mr. Cleveland of L., chairman of committee No. 2 on pri- 
vate land claims, made the following reports ; 

Reported asking to be discharged from the further conside- 
ration of Samuel Damon, admini: trator of Claiborne Wright. 

Recommended the passage of a Senate bill for therelief of 
the heirs of Jose de Jesus Rodrigues. 

Repor'ed a substitute for a bill for the relief of the heirs of 
Antonio Fuentes. - 

Reported a substitute for a bill reqniring the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office to issne a patent to Alexander 
Lacy assignee of David McIver for s x hundred and forty acres 
of land; reports received. 

Mr. Dickson of R. R., one of the same committee reported 


netda - 


298°: 


asking the-reference of the claim of the heirs of Thos, Robbing 
to the committee on public debt. 

Also reported a substitute ior a Senate bill for the relief of 
James Resan. 

And reported a bill for the relief of E. Gilbert ; reports re- 
ceived and bills read Lst time. 

Mr. Smith of Harris chairman of the committee on- Publie 
Debt, by leave, made the following report: 

The committee on Public Debtto whom was referred a bill for 
the relief of Margaret McCormtsk. The claim is for beeves 
slaughtered and used forthe Texan Army and Mexican prison- 
ers at the time of the Battle of San Jacinto, and furseveral weeks 
thereafter. The bec ves were taken by order of L. B. Raymond 
and other officers of the army. It was in evidence that the beeves 
Blanvhtered, belonged for the most part to the claimant named 
inthe bill. The committee have instructed their chairman 
to report a bill making an appropriation of one thousand dol- 
lars to the said Margaret McCormick and recommend its pas- 


. Bage} report received. 


“Mr. Merrie k,, chairman of the committee on county bounda- 
ries, reported as follows : 

The committee on county boundaries to whom was referred 
petitions from the counties of Bastrop, Fayette, Gonzales and 
Caldwell, have had the same under consideration, and beg 
leave to report that no county of constitutional size can be 
made ou the locality petitioned for, without rendering other 
counties below the constitutional size. I anrtheretore instru t- 
ed to report the-same back to the [Jouse and ask its indefinite 
postponement. - l 

Mr. Dennis, Chairman of the committee on engrossed bills, 
reported correctly engrossed, the following bills. 

A bill to incorporate the town of Helena in the county of 
Karnes. , 

A bill to incorporate the Institution of St. Mary in Galveston. 

Mr. Locke, one of the engrossing committee, reported correct- 
ly engrossed, a bill to incorporate the town of Paris; anda 
vill to incorpor ate the town of Montgomery 3 reports accepted. 

Mr. Ochiltree, chatrman of the committee on Slaves and 
Slavery, reported recommending the passage of a bill to pre 
vent Slaves froin owning certain property ; report received. 

‘Also the passage of a bill to prevent barter and trade with 
negroes, and recommended the indefinite postponement of aà 
bill amendatory of an act to amend the 6th section of an act 
concerning slaves approved February 5tlr, 1840. 
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«Mr. Ochiltree, chairman of the judiciary committee, hy leave, 
reported a bill to change the time ot holding.the District Court 
in the 16th District, = 
On motion of Mr. Throckmorton, the bill was taken up; 
E read 2nd time and laid an the table for the present. 
| Mr. Taylor, one of the committee on Military affairs, reported 
asking to he discharged from the further consideration of the 
petivan of Polly Ann Petillfo: also asking the reference of 
the petition of Robert P. Crockett; reports received. 

BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr. Darden of G. offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Sergeant-at-Arms, bu, and he is hereby 
A authorized to have the empty cistern attached to the Capitol, 
properly cleansed, and 50 bbls. of water hauled from the river 
and put init, and the sawe to be paid for out of the contingent 
expenses of the [ouse. l 

Mr. Ector moved to strike ont river, and insert Barton’s 
j Springs —lost, and resolution adopted. 

Mr. Arnold introduced a bill to legalize the new maps of 
Taivey’s Laud District No. 2in Fishers and Millers Colony 3 
read Ist aud 2d times and referred to the committee on public 
lands. 

Mr. Ector introduced a joint resolution coneerning a extra 
| session of the Leyislature in case of the election of the candi- 
$ date of the Anti Slavery party to the Presidency; read tst and 
2d times and referred to the Federal Relations committee. 

E On motion Mr. Trigg was escused from attendauce on the 

f (louse till Wed esday. . 

| Mr, West offered the following resolution. 

Resolved, That the following bills, reported from the com- 
BMittee on publie buildings, bem ide the special order tur Tuurs- 
Mm day, 14th of August, 756, to wit: eo 
f Abil tọ provide forthe sate keeping of the Capitol and 
$ grounds when the legislature is not in session, 

| Abill to provide tor the improvement of the Capitol grounds. 
| And a bill to confirin the purchase of ceitain town dots by 
tbe Conimissioners to build the Governors residence—Adopted. 
| On motion of Mr. Throckmorton, the rule was suspended, 
fand the substitute of the Senate, to a House bill, making an 
F8ppropriation to the Gov. of Georgia, for arms lost by the 
Í Georgia Batallion at the massacre of Goliad, taken up. : 

Mr. Throckmorton moved the adoption-of the substitute. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, the main question was-ordered, 
$ Which being the adoption or rejection of the Senate’s substi- 
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tute, the yeas and nays were. called for, and the substitute 
adopted by the following vote : 
Yuras.—Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, Askew, 
Cleveland of" L., Crosby, Darden of ©. Darden of G., Dennis, 
Dougherty, Ector, Green, Latham, Lawhon, Mabry, Martin of 
L., McMillen Merrick, Moore, Ochiltree, Parsons, Pettus, 
Poag, Pollock, Randolph, Reeves, Runnels, Sayles;Shepard, 
Smith of Harris, Smith of Harrison, Sullivan, Throckmorton, 
Thompson, Tompkins, Truehart, West, Weelder, White and 
‘Worsham.—4}. l 
Nays.—Messrs. Brown, Burress, Busby, Cook, Dancy, Da- 
vis, Dickson of R. R., Dickson of G., Francis, Gaines, Gallo- 
way, Hale, Hooker, Junker, King, Locke, Martin of H., Mc- 
Clanahan, Melton, Norton, Owings, Parker of A., Parker of 
T., Richardson, Rushing, Selman, Shaw, Smith of N., Sted- 
man, Stout, Taylor, Williams of S. A., Witt and Wocd—34, 
On motion of Mr. Throckmorton, the Door-keeper was ex- 
cused from attendance on the House, on account of indisposi- 
tion. 
ORDERS OF THE DAY, AND BUSINESS ON THE 
SPEAKER’S TABLE. 


Mr. Smith of Harrison, called up a bill for relief of Pres- 
ton W. Hobbs; read 2nd time and ordered to be engrossed— 
rule suspended—read 3d time and passed. 

By leave, Mr. Ardrey Chairman. of the select committee, 
made the following report on a bill for the relief of Joseph 
Luce and others: 

CoMMITTEE Room, 
Austin City, August 1, 1866. 
To the Hon. H. P. Bee, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

The special committee, to whom has been referred the Sen- 
ate bill, entitled a bill for the relief of Joseph Luce, David 
Luce, the heirs of John Luce, the heirs of Abb Luce, Senior, 
and the heirs of Abb Luce, Junior, have had the same under 
consideration and have closely investigated the testimony sub- 
mitted to them. It appears, from the proof, that Abb Luce, 
Senior and Abb Luce, Junior, emigrated to Texas in 1832 and 
that the former departed life in 1843, the latter in 1847; that 
John Luce also emigrated to Texas in 1832, and: also departed 
life in 1846 or 1847; and that Joseph Luce and “David Luce 
also emigrated to Texas, in 1832, and that they have continued 
to reside in the country until the present-time. It was show! 
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by the proof, that Abb Luce, Senior, and Abb Luce, Junior, 
were the heads of families; but, at -what particular time, 
whether at the time of their emigration or.at the date of the 
Declaration of Independence or subsequent to that time, does 
not affirmatively appear by the testimony, except as to Joseph 
Luce, who was married in 1835. It. does not affirmatively ap- 
pear that the parties were of the age of majority, either at the 
time of their emigration or at the date of the Declaration of 
Independence. It is shown by the testimony of the two witnes- 
ses that Abb Luce, Senior, Abb Luce, Junior, John Luce, Da- 
vid Luce and Joseph Luce did and performed all the duties 
of good citizens, srd ilat ter esd redt sek to avoid, 
participation in the struggle for Indepe: dence, but it does not 
app:ar to us in the language of the law, that they did not 
leave the country. during the Campaign of the Spring of 1886, 
to avoid a participation in the struggle, and that they did not 
refuse to participate in the war, and that they did not aid or 
assist the enemy. The facts sworn to by the two witnesses, 
that these parties did not seek to avoid in the participation of 
tlie struggle for Independence, may be strictly true, and yet 
they may have abandoned the country during the Campaign 
of the Spring of 1836, and may have given aid and assistance 
to the enemy. To entitle persons to the benefit of a donation 
| of one league and one labor of land, under the provisions of 
| of the Land Law of the 14th December, 1837, they must affir- 
E matively prove by two credible witnggses, all the qualifica- 
| tions required of them to obtain the certificate, and no pre- 
| sumptions in their favor or of theirinnocence, can be indulgedin. 
E Any one of the essential qualifications of a party to enable 
| him to obtain land under that law, was that he “dvd. not leave 
§ the country during the Cumpaign of the Spring of 136, and 
E ihat he did not refuse to participate ia the war, and that he 
| did not aid or assist the enemy,” and not, that he did not seek 
| toavoid in a participation with the struggle for indepen- 
f dence. There is a very great difference and distingtion be- 
§ tween the facts required by the law to be proved, and those 
| which the applicants in this case, have proved by their testi- 

mony, and in no sense can the two be of equivalent meaning 
E and purport. 
Again it appears that Divid Luce and Joseph Luce, are at 
| this time resident citizens of Cherokee county; yet, they have. 
| hot. taken and subscribed the oath which applicants.we e re- 
| Quired to make under the 12th section of: the General Land 
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“Law of the 14th December, 1837, that “thoy: wéré resident 
citizens öf Texas, at the date of the Declaration of Indepen- 
dence, and that they did not leave the country dvring'the 
Campaign òf the Spring. of 1836, to avoid a participation in 
‘the struggle, and that they did not teftise to participate in the 


` war, and that they did not aid’ or assist’ the enemy, and that 


they had not previously recefved a title’ to‘their quantum of 
land; and that they conceive themselves justly erititled under 
the Constitution and Laws, to the quantity of land for which 
they apply.” Nor is there any reason given,why“they do not 
accompany their application to the Legislature’ with the fore- 
going affidavit. It also earpcars in proof to said ccmmittee, 
that there are two Joseph Luce’s, one livingin Cherokee coun. 
ty and the other in Anderson county, and it appears from the 
certificate of the Commissioner of the General Land Offics 
that Abb Luce, Senior, Abb Luce, Junior, John Luce and 
David Luce, have never obtained any title or certificate from 
the Repnblic or State of Texas; but it does not affirmatively 
appear that Joseph Luce has not obtained either a title or cer- 
tificate for the land that he may be entitled to, and we are in- 
formed that there is a title in the Land Office to Joseph Luce, 

Your committee further show, that under the Land Law of 
1837, they do not feel themselves authorized to dispense with 
the affidavit required of original applicants and the proof by 
two creditable witnesses, that the parties were actual resident 
citizens of Texas at “he date of the Declaration of Indepen- 
dence, and that they had continued so until the passage of 
the Land Law, and that they were married or single at the 
date of the Declaration of Independence. They have made 
diligent enquiry from all the sources of information accessi 
ble to them, as to the credability of the two witnesses who 
have testified to the application in this case, -and from the infor 


, mation which they have gathered, they are forced to say, thal 


their credability has not been vouched for’to them, but to th 
contrary, that their character for truth and veracity is not good. 
Therefore the said committee have instructed me to repor 
the bill back to the House and to recommend that the relied 
proposed to be granted, shall be refused to the applicants. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 
JAMES M. ARDREY, . 
l Chairman. 
My. Dickson.of R. R., called up a bill for relief of Pata 
Kitchens, and offered a substitute—-which Was adopted. _ 
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.. Mri Dicksonsmoved-to amend: the.caption: of the substitute 
by inserting the names-of- Patsy. Kitchen, Elizabeth’ ‘Smith, 
aud. Francis L; Blanton. — Adopted. :- “oa 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed—rule suspended 
—réad:3d timesand passed, = 

M:. Busby called up a bill for relief of the heirs of Thomas 
Harrell, deceased ; read 2d time and ordered to bé engrossed 
rule? ‘suspended—read 3d time and passed. 

Mr. Dickson of G., called up a bill for the relief of James Wall. 

Mr. Randolph moved to amend, by striking out “for $402” 
— Adopted. 

Mr. Randolph offered the following amendment : “ provi- 
ded said Wall sha | file his release in full for all claims against 
the late Republic of Texas,” come in before the words, “and 
this act take effect, &. ”—Adopted—ordered to be engrossed 
~-rule suspended—read 3d time and passed. 

Mr. Shepard called up a bill for the relief of the heirs of 
Samuel C. Stockridge, deceased, and offered a substitute, which 
was adoptod—passed. ‘to a 3d reading—rule suspended—read 
3d time and passed. 

Mr. Cook called up a bill for the relief of Joseph D. Lilley, 
assignee of Jonathan Bird ; passed to a 3d reading—rule sus- 
pended—read 3d. time and passed. 


Mr, Dougherty called up a bill for the relief of the heirs of 
E Susan Silee; read 2d time and ordered to be en: zrrossed— 
| ruls suspended—read 3d time and passed. 


Mr. Shaw called up a bil for the relief of Rebecca Wash- 


inzton ; read and ordered to be enzrossed—rule suspended— 
B read 3d- time and passed. 


| Mr. Ector called up a bill to Incorporate the Henderson & 
| Burkeville Railroad Company—amendments of committe 
| adopted, and ordered ‘to be engrossed—rule suspen led—read 
| 31 tims and passed by the following vote : 


| Yuas.+~-Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, Busby, 
| Cleveland of B., Crosby, Dalrymple, Darden of Gs Davis, 
B Dickson of R. R., Dickson of G., Ector, Gaines, Galloway, 
Í Green, Hale, Hooker, Junker, Kins, Kittrell, Lawhon, Locke, 
E Martin of L., McMillin, Melton, "Merrick, Moore, Norton, 
| Ochiltree, Owings, Parker of ÀA., Parker of T., Parsons, Pet- 
tus, Poll sok Reeves, Richardson, Runnels, Rushing, Sayles, 
| Selman, Smith of Harrison, Stedman, Stout, Taylor, Thr ck- 


morton, Truehart, Welder, West, White, Wood and Wot- 
sham—54. 
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Nays.—Messrs. Brown, Cleveland, of L., Dancy, Middleton, 
Randolph, Sullivan and Thompson—7. 

On motion of Mr. Adrian, a call of the House was ordexed. 

Call suspended. . 

Mr. Selman called up a bill to locate the seat of. Justice in 
Angelina county ; read and ordered to be engrossed—rule sus- 
pended—read 3d time and passed. 

Mr. Sayles called up a bill for the relief of Wm. M. Hurst 
and securities ; read 2d time and ordered to be engrossed—rule 
suspended—read 3d time and passed. 

Mr. Locke (for Mr. Ellison) called up a bill fi the relief of 
Wm. Lee; read 2nd time and ordered to be engrossed—ruls 
suspended —read 3d time and passed. 

Mr. Francis called up a Senate bill to incorporate the 
Texas Marine Railway and Building Association ; passed toa 
3d reading—rule suspended—bill read 3d time and passed. by 
a two-third vote. 

Mr. Rushing called up a bill to incorporate the town of 
Rusk ; ordered to be engrossed—rule suspendéti—read 3d tims 
and passed by a two- third vote. 

Mr. Gainos called up a bill for the relief of Agabus Win 
ters, and offered substitute, which was adopted. 

Mr. Gaines offered the following amendment : 

Amend by inserting twelve hundred and eighty acres, in 
place of three hundred and twenty, to J. W. Copes ; thi 

House refused to adopt the amendment. 

Mr. Gaines moved to insert, for relief of Copes, 640 acrei 


instead of 320—lost. 

The bill was then order»d to be engrossed ; rule susper 
ded, read third time and passed. 

Mr. Runnels called up a bill for the relief of Bennett B, 
Creudnap ; read 2nd time and ordered to be engrossed, rul 
suspended, read 3rd time. 

Mr. Darden of Q., moved to amend by adding the name d 
Jesse Zumwalt. 

Mr. Adrian moved to add the name of J. D. Turner. 

On motion of Mr. Latham, the bill and amendments wen 
indefinitely postponed by the following vote : 

Yuas.—Massrs. Speaker, Adrian, Ardery, Cleveland of D, 
Cook, Dancy, Darden of G., Davis, Dickson of G., Dou: wrherty 

ctor, Francis, Galloway, "Hooker, Junker, Kins, Kittrel 
Latham, Lawhon, Locke, Martin ‘of H., Martin of L., Me 
Clannahan, Melton, Middleton, Owings, Parkerof A. , Parson 
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Pettus, Pollock, Randolph, Rushing, Sayles, Selman, Shaw, 
Smith of N., Sullivan, Throckmorton, Thompson, Trigg; 
Truehart, Williams of S. A., Wood and Worsham.—46. 

-Nays.—Messrs. Arnold, Brown, Burress, Darden of ©., 
| Dennis, Dickson: of R. R., Green, Hale, Mabry, McMillin, 


Mr. Galloway called up a bill to incorporate New Salem, 


Affairs recommending amendments, report and amendments 

adopted ; bill ordered to be engrossed, rule suspended, read 

3rd time and passed by a 2-3rd vote. 
Mr, Richardson called up a bill supplemental to An Act, 

E to incorporate the Aransas Road Company. 

| (Mr. Pollock in the Chair.) 

Mr, Throckmorton offered a substitute for the bill. 

= Mr. Bee proposed to amend by adding, that said Com- 
pany shall not have the right to locate Shell Island. 

On motion of Mr. Latham, postponed till Monday, next. 

| Mr. Reeves called up a bill for the relief of S. B. Skidmore ; 

mordered to be engrossed, rule suspended, read 3rd time and 
į passed. . l 

| Mr. Darden of C., called up (for Mr. Gay,) a bill for the 

relief of Hamilton Ledbetter ; passed to a 3rd, reading, rule 

suspended read 3rd time and passed. ~ 

| Mr. Randolph called up a bill for the relict of Geo. Grounds. 

| Mr. Steadmen moved to adjourn till 8 A. M., Monday—lost ; 


a 


read 3rd time and passed. ” 


| Mr. Green called up a bill for the relief of R. H. Lane, 
with an unfavorable report from the committee on Finan 
referred to a select committee of five. - . 

| Mr. Pollock called up a bill for relief of Reuben Crawford ; 
peered to be engrossed, rule suspended read 3rd time and 
passed. 


in Reeves moved to adjourn till 9 o’clock A. M., Monday, 
ost. 

Mr. Runnels moved to adjourn till 8 o’clock Tuesday,—lost. 
| Mr. Hale called up a bill for the relief of Benj. Bryant ; 
assed to a 3rd reading, rule suspended read 3rd time and 
passed, . 


> Mr, Poge called up a bill to repeal An Act of February 11, 
9 


ce, 


> 


E Moore, Norton, Parker of T., Poag, Reeves, Richardson, Run- 
nels, Smith of Harrison, Stedman, Waelder and White.=—21, ; 


‘in Rusk county, with report from the committee on State 


gol read 2nd time and ordered to be engrossed, rule suspended _ 
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1854, to prevent the sale of intoxicating liquors within fivs 
miles ofthe Town of Marshall. 

Mr. Smith of Harrison, offered the following amendment: 
Strike out in Ist section all after the word repeal and insert 
“and that this Act shall take effect whenever a majority of 
the legal voters living within five miles of the town of Mar- 
shall shall file with the Chief Justice a petition stating that 
they desire it to go into effect.” - 

Mr. Davis moved to lay the amendment on the table—lost, 
and question on the adoption of the amendment put and car- 
ried by the following vote : 

Yess.—Messrs. Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, Cleveland of Lib- 
erty, Dancy, Dennis, Dickson of R. R., Dickson of Grimes, 
Dougherty, Francis, Gaines, Hale, Junker, King, Kittrell, 
Lawhon, Locke, Mabry, Martin of Lavaca, McClanahan, Me- 
Cown, Moore, Pettus, Randolph, Runnels, Selman, Smith of 
Harris, Smith of Harrison, Stedman, Sullivan, Taylor, 
Throckmorton, Truehart, White, Williams of San_Augustine, 
Wood and Worsham.—37, l 

Nays.—Messrs, Speaker, Askew, Brown, Burress, Busby, 
Cleveland .of Bexar, Cook, Crosby, Darden of Colorado, 
Davis, Galloway, Green, Hooker, Latham, Martin, McMillin, 
Melton, Merrick, Norton, Ochiltree, Parker of Anderson, 
Parker of Tarrant, Parsons, Poage, Pollock, Reeves, Rushing, 
Shaw, Smith of Newton, Stout, Thompson and Waelder.—32z2. 

Mr, Francis moved to adjourn till 8 o’clock A. M., Monday, 
—lost. 

On motion of Mr. Merrick, the House adjourned till ) 
o'clock P. M. Pending, the engrossment of the bill. | 

5 o'clock P. M. 

House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—ani 
there being no quorum present the House adjourned till 5 
minutes past 8 A. M., Monday. 


' House oF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Angust 4th, 1856. 

= House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called-—quorua 
present. Journal of yesterday read and adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Ochiltree, Mr. Locke was excused from 
attendance on the House till 25th-August. 

Mr. Burress moved to adjourn till 8 o’clock, A. M. to-mor 
row—Lost, by a vote of 2 yeas to 67 nays. 

A message was then received from the Governor. 

On motion of Mr. Owings, the rule was suspended, and a bil 
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for the relief of Joseph H. Barnard was taken up, and ordered 
to be engrossed—rule suspended, read 3rd time and ‘passed. - 

On motion of Mr. Brown, (for Mr. Askew) the rule was sus- 
pended, and a bill for the relief of Wm. B. Jordan, was taken 
| up, and ordered to be engrossed—rule suspended, read 3rd time 
and passed. | : 


2 ` 


pend by the following vote: 


‘ Yeas—Mesers. Adrian; Askew, Bonner, Busby Cleveland 
of B., Cleveland of L., Dennis, Dickson of R. R., Ector, Fran- 
E cis, Green, Hale, King, Kittrell, Locke, Martin of L., McClana- 
han, McMillin, Melton, Middleton, Owings, Parker of T., Pettus, 
Pollock, Randolph, Richardson, Runnels, Selman, Shaw, Smith 
of Harrison, Tarlton, Taylor, Throckmorton, Thompson, White} 
Williams of S. A., Witt, and Worsham — 38. 


Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Arnold, Bell, Brown, Burress, Charl- 
ton, Cooke, Darden of C., Darden of G., Dougherty, Galloway, 
Hooker, Junker, Latham, Lawhon, Martin of H., McCown, 
Moore;-Norton, Ochiltree, Parker of A., Poag, Sayles, Smith-of 
N., Stedman, Stout, Sullivan, Tompkins, Truehart, Weelder, 
West, and Wood—332. 


prevent the violation of the Sabbath—the House refused to sus- 


Excellency, the Governor, which was reported this morning, 
was taken up: 


‘ 


Exeroutive Orricr,) | 
| Avsrin, Texas, 2nd August, 1856, t 

E Gentlemen of the Senate, 
| ang House of Representatives : 


I have examined an Act, which originated in the Honse of 
Representatives, entitled “An Act making an appropriation 
Bior the per diem pay and mileage of the members of the Sixth 
Legislature,-and the per diem pay of the officers of the same, 
at the adjourned session thereof, which commenced on the sev- 
enth day of July, A. D., 1856,” and it occurs to me that the 
portion of the Act which provides “ that the members of the 
adjourned session of the Siath Legislature shall be entitled to 
mileage at the same rate that members are entitled by law to 
srecewve at the regular Sessions of the Legislature,” is in con- 
Miet with the 23rd section of the 3rd article of the Constitution 
pf the State, which declares that “ Kuch member of the Leg‘é- 
ure shall receive from the Public Treasury, a compensation 
for kis services, which may be increased or dimintshed by law 7 


- Mr. Adrian moved to suspend the rule and take up a bill to - 


On motion of Mr. Sted’nan, the following message from Hig - 


+ 
ra wy 


308 


Dut no increase or compensation shall take effect during: these. 
sion at which such increase shall be.made.” . i 
That the mileage for this adjourned ‘session is an-‘increaie of 
compensation to take effect during-the session at which-it is 
made, is evident from an examination of the law regulating the 
compensation of the Legislature. This will be found-in’ the 
Acts of the 5th Legislature, and is as follows, to wit: ‘Te 
members of the Legislature, at cach session heacafter to be-held, 
shall receive from the Treasury of the State, as'their compen: 
sation, Jwe dollars for cach day they shall be in attendance on 
the same, and five dollars for every twenty-five miles they may 
travel in going to, dvd returning from the place of convening 
the Legislature.” re ns, i 
~ This law, it will be seen, allows mileage but once for each 
session, and this has already been appropriated and drawn, from 
the Treasury for the present session, by all the members excep! 
those who have been elected to fill vacancies, since the adjourn 
mentin February last. Should it be contended that this is 
anotper and different session from that which commenced in 
November last, and that the existing law gives mileage for it, 
without the provision quoted from this Act, the reply ig; that 
the Constitution says, there shall be but one session of the Begis 
latnre in oyery two years, unless conyened by the Executive on 
extraordinary occasions. The present meeting therefore, is 
either a continuation and parfof the regular biennial session 
that commenced in November last, or it is a meeting entirely 
unauthorized by the Constitution and laws of the State. 

The enactment of this provision may be considered as an cx 
pression of opinion that the existing law does not give.mileage 
for this adjourned session, els¢ it would only -be necessary to 
make an appropriation of money, without providing “that the 
members of this adjourned session shall be entitled to mileage 
at the same rate as members are entitled at regular sessions. ” 
" It is certain, that unless the existing law gives mileage fo the 
members for this adjourned seséion, they cannot constitutionally 
receive it, because the Constitution’ prohibits them from increas 
jpg their own ‘compensation. = me 

These considerations prevent me from approving the Act, and 
it is herewith returned to you forreconsideration. == 

: = l. “2 E M..PEASE. 

My Adrian moved to refer the message to the Judiciary Com 
mittee. ee ae: oe 
P On motion of Mr. Ector; the motion to refer, was laid on the 


le. l . eee oe oe _ 
` “Mr. Bayles moved a call of the House—eall ordered. 
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- Ort motion, Mesiits:-Crabbe -and Shepard were excused 
attendanee on the House, on account of indisposition. a 
. Ov inotion of Mr. Stedman; the‘eall was sispended. a 
The question was then put, and the bill-passed by the follow- 
ing: vote, notwithstanding the -Governor’s objections : - i 
| Yras-—Messrs. Speaker, Ardrey, Askew, Bell, Bonner, Browny 
Busby, ‘Charlton, Cleveland of L., Cooke, Crosby, Darden of 
| ©.,Darden of G., Davis, Dickson of R. R., Dickson of G., He- 
tor, Galloway, Green, Hale, Junker, King, Kittrell, Latham, 
Lawhon, Locke, Mabry, Martin of HL, McClanahan, McCown, 
Melton, Middleton, Moore, Norton, Ochiltree, Owings, Parker: 
i of A., Parker of T., Parsons, Pettus, Poag, Reeves, Richardggn; 
B Sayles; Selman, Smith of Harris, Smith of Harrison, Smith of 
N., Stedman, Stout, Sullivan, Tarlton, Taylor, Throckmorton, 4 
Thompson, Tompkins, Truehart, West, Witt, and Wood—60. 
| Nays-—Messrs.- Adrian, Arnold, Burress, Cleveland of B, 
f Dancy, Dennis, Dougherty, Francis, Gaines, Hooker, Martin 
of L., McMillin, Pollock, Randolph, Shaw, Waelder, White, 
Williams of S. A., and Worsham—19. : 
On motion of Mr. Waelder, the rule was suspended, and a 
a Joint Resolution making provision for the translating and 
“printing of the General Laws into the Spanish and German 
| languages, was taken up. an i 
Mr. Burress moved to lay the bill on the table—House re- | 


Sk 
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fused to lay on the table, by a vote of 19 yeas to 46 nays. 

Mr. West offered the following substitute to the second reso- 
| lution = - oe 
Resolved, That the Governor be authorized to contract for 
|} the publication and distribution of the General Laws of the 
B session in said language, according tothe 8rd section of the 
| Act of February 2nd, 1850, providing for the distribution of thé 


| Laws ; and that the sum of one thousand dollars be appropri- ) A 
ated for that purpose. ae 
On motion of Mr. Waelder,.the substitute of Mr. West, was i: 
laid on the table. . , 


| Qn motion of Mr. Waelder, the words “and public docu- B 
ments” were stricken out. l l 
$ Mr. Ochiltree moved the previous question, which was duly 
| seconded, and the bill passed by the following vote: 
Yzeas—Messrs Speaker, Adrian, Arnold. Askew, Bell, Brown, 
Cleveland of B., Cooke, Crosby, Dancy, Darden of C., Davis, 
| Dennis, Dickson of G., Ector, Gaines, Galloway, Green, Hooker, 
| Junker, King, Kittrell, Latham, Locke, McClanahan, McCown, j 
MeMilin, Merrick, Moore, Norton, Owings, Parker of ‘A, 
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Parker of T., Parsons, Poag, Pollock, Randolph, Reeves, Run- 
nels, Sayles, Selman, Smith-of Harris, Smith of N., Stout, Sul- 
livan, Taylor, Throckmorton, Thompson, Truehart, Waelder, 
and Williams of S. A.—51. ~ l 

Nays—Messrs. Ardrey, Burress, Busby, Charlton, Cleveland 
of L., Darden of G; Dickson of R. R., Dougherty, Mabry, Mar- 
tin of H., Martin of L., Melton, Middleton, Ochiltree, Richard- 
son, Shaw, Smith of Harrison, Stedman, Tarlton, West, White, 
‘Wood, and Worsham—2d4. i 

‘Mr. Locke, one of the Committee on Engrossed bills, reported 
correctly engrossed, the following bills, to wit: . 
“ge bill for the relief of John Moody. 
A bill to amend an Act entitled an Act to incorporate th 
town of Quitman, approved December 18, 1855. 
- A bill for the relief of Edward T. Stansbury. - 
A bill to be entitled an Act for the relief of M. K. Shermans. 
_A bill to incorporate Alta Mira Lodge I. O. O. F. 
` A bill for the relief of Thos. Beaty. 
A bill to incorporate the Galveston Gas Company. 
And a bill for the relief of Robert S. Patton. 
` Report accepted. 

Mr. Locke, by leave, introduced a bill for the relief of Elijah 
Wyatt; read lst and 2nd times, and referred to Committee on 
Public Lands. l 

. Mr. Waelder moved a reconsideration of the vote passing the 
Joint Resolutions relative to printing the General Laws iu the 
Spanish and German languages. 

Mr. Ector moved the previous question. 

The following message was then received from the Senate 
informing the House of the passage of the tollowing bills, origin 
‘gating in the House: 

A bill for the relief of Wesley M. Selman: 

A bill for the reliefof Elijah Votaw. 

A bill for the relief of Sarah A. Cook. 

A bill to incorporate the Lavaca Navigation Company. 

A bill to authorize and require the county Court of the county 
of Brazoria to establish, discontinue and regulate Public Roads. 

And the following bills originating in the Senate: 

A bill for the relief of Samuel Penrod, deceased. 

A bill for the relief of Milly Berry. 

A bill for the relief of M.. Hitchcock. 

‘ A bill fcr the relief of Thomas G. Masterson. 
A bil for the reliet of the heirs of B. Y. Gillen, deceased. 


311 


. Joint resolutions asking the establish ment of a direct mail = 
route from Brownsville to Austin. 
A bill for the relief of the heirs of Wm. McFacldin. 
An Act to authorize James M. Wade to construct @ bridge 
across the Sabine River. 
A bill for the relief of Powahatan Archer. ~> 


An Act supplementary to an Act to create County Courts, 
passed March 16th, 1848. 


A bill for the relief of Elizabeth Tally. 

A bill for the relief of Allen Hines. 

A bill for the relief of Edwin Harry. 

And that the Senate has concurred in the amendment of the 
House to a bill to incorporate the Harrison Manufacturing Gom- 
pany; and have refused to concur in the amendment to a bill 
to incorporate the Huntsville Railroad Company. 


f The Speaker then announced the following Select Commit- 
tees ; 


On bill tor relief of R. H. Lane, Messrs. Green, Crosby, Pet- 
‘tus, Taylor and Bonner. 


And the following Select Committee on the petition of R, O. 
Brown et al: 


Messrs. Ardrey, Adrian, Richardsen, Galloway and. Parsons. 


E On motion of Mr. Ochiltree, the House adjourned until 8 
go’clock, to-morrow. 
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: House OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Si Austin, August 5th, 1856. : 
House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present—journal of yesterday read and adopted. 
| On motion of Mr. Ardrey, Mr. Askew was excused from at- 
Btendance on the House, on account of the sickness of his l 
family, until the 25th inst. 
E Mr. Darden of G., by leave, called up a bill to allow John 
mlooney to construct a dam across the San Marcos—read and 
prdered to be engrossed, rule suspended, read 3d tiine and 
passed by a two-third vote. 
| On motion of Mr. Moore, a bill to incorporate thë town of 
moscow was taken up, read and ordered to be engrossed, rule 
wuspended, read 3d time, and passed by a two-third vote. 
| On motion of Mr. Ochiltree, the rule was suspended, and a 
Pll to define the time of holding Courts in the 5th Judicial 
Vistrict, with a report from the Judiciary Committee recom- J 
[Hending substitute, was taken up; substitute adopted and 


wy 
ppe- Wore ow 
et 


i 
i 
| 
| 


oly 


ordered to be engrossed, rule suspended, read 3d-time’and 
passed. ; 

On motion of Mr. Parsons, the rule was suspended, anda 
Senate bill for the relief of Radford Berry was taken up and 
re-referred to the Committee No. 2 on Public Land Claims. 

Mr, Dancy presented the petition of Eli Kirk, which, at the 
request of Mr. Kirk, was ordered to be printed aleng with the 
report of the Committee to investigate the matters touching 
the erection of the Capitol. 

On motion of Mr, McMillin, the rule was suspended, ands 
bill for the relief of Cling Pearson was taken up, and passei 
to a 3d reading, rule suspended, read 3d time and passed. 

Mr. McCown presented the petition of John Parsons; re 
ferred to Committee on Claims and Accounts. 

Mr. Ector presented the petition of Alva Hermans; referre 
to Committee on State Affairs. l 

Mr. Lawhon, by leave, called up a Senate bill for the re 
lief of Gilchrist—a substitute for the bill was adopted. 

On motion of Mr, Williams of 8. A., the vote adopting th 
substitute was reconsidered; the substitute was then, on mo 
tion of Mr. Williams of S. A., laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Ochiltree, the bill and report were post 
poned until Saturday next. 

On motion of Mr. Sayles, a bill to adopt and establish i 
Penal Code for the State of Texas was taken up for conside 
ration by the following vote :. 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, Bonne 
Brown, Busby, Charlton, Cleveland of B., Cleveland of L 
Cook, Crabbe, Crosby, Darden of C., Darden of G., Dennis 
Dickson of G., Francis, Gaines, Galloway, Hale, Hooker 
King, Kittrell, Latham, Lawhon, Mabry, Martin of L., McMil 
lin, Moore, Norton, Ochiltree, Parker of A., Poag, Randolph 
Richardson, Sayles, Selman, Smith of Harris, Smith of Har 
rison, Smith of Newton, Stedman, Sullivan, Taylor, Thomp 
son, Tompkins, 'Truehart, Waelder, White, Williams of §. A, 
and Worsham—®dl. l 

= Nayş—Messrs. Burress, Davis, Dickson of R. R., Ecto 
Green, McClanahan, McCown, Melton, Merrick, Owings, Par 
sons, Pollock, Reeves, Shaw, Stout, Tarlton, Throckmorton 
and Wood—18. l 

Qn motion of Mr. Davis, the House resolved itself m 
Committee of the Whole, on the bill. 

(Mr. Dickson in the-chair.) 
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. omie arose,-and through.théir chairman; Me: Dicki, 
reported progress- and asked to be discharged. i 

Report accepted, Do 

On. motion of Mr. Sayles, the- bill was laid on the tablo 
until:10 o'clock; to-morrow, A. M. - 

A.message was received from the Susie announcing to the 
House the passage of the following. bills, originating in: the 
Senate: 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Vicente Soto: 

A bill to provide an office for the Court of Claims. 


A bill for the relief of the heirs of John B. Adams and Ann 
Adams. 


A bill requiring the issuing of patents on certain surveys in 
Peters Colony. i 


‘A bill iene to an,act to incorporate the Colorado 
Valley R. R. Company, &c. 
| A bill to amend the 2d section of an act concerning passen- 
m gers coming to Texas, approved Feb. Lith, 1850. 

A bill to incorporate the town of Wheelock. 

A bill to incorporate and establish the Mechanio’s Ins titute. 

A bill to incorporate Gonzales Lodge of I. O. O. F. 

A bill to incorporate the Neches River Causeway Company. 

A bill to legitimatize the children of Nathan Holbert anu 
Mary Clementine Boulriese. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Mary Smith. 


Joint resolution to amend the 31st section of article 7 of 
the Constitution. 


Bill for the rehef of Jesse White. 

“« fer the relief of Wm. Perry Moore. 
“ for the relief of Elizabeth Reed: i : i 
‘< for the relief of Margaret Culbertson." ` ; 

And a bill originating in the House for the relief of Jog, 

E M. Monroe. 

| And an act to amend an act entitled An Act to incorporate 

the town of Quitman, approved Dec. 18th, 1851. > 
And that the Senate had concurred in the House’s amend. 

ment of the House to a bill for relief of A. Savery. ` 
Mr, Adrian offered the following resolution : 

Whereas, reports are in ea on charging the Members 

of this Legislature with bribery and corruption in regard to 

f their action upon the Public Debt Bill—and, whereas it is due l 

§ to the Legislature, and to the country, that such steps should. } 
be taken by this House aa will place this body i in their proper i 
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light before the world, in order that those members who are 
‘innocent of the above charges may be freed therefrom; and 
those (if any such there be) who are guilty of such charges, 
may receive their just and merited condemnation; therefore, 

Resolved, That a special Committee of nine be elected by 
this House, which Committee shall elect their chairman; for 
the purpose of inquiring into, and investigating the above 
mentioned infamous charges; and that, for the purpose of said 
investigation, said Committee be authorized to send for per- 
sons and papers, to issue all necessary process, and to adminis- 
ter oaths, &c., and report by bill or otherwise. - 

Mr. Ochiltree proposed to amend as follows :—“And it 
shall be the duty of said Committee to inquire into and inves- 
tigate as to any membér of this House having an interest in 
any claim for land, or money, Which may have passed the 
same, and that they have authority to send for witnesses’ — 
adopted. 
~ Resolution as amended adopted. 

The House then went into the election of the Committee, 
with the agreement that of all the candidates, those nine re- 
ceiving the highest number of votes should be declared elected, 
which resulted in the election of Messrs. Dickson of Grimes, 


a 


‘Thompson, Shepard, Throckmorton, Ochiltree, Charlton, Dan- 


cy, White, and Cleveland of L. ; 
The Speaker then announced Messrs. Brown, Williams of 


B. A., Darden of C., and Randolph, to serve on Committee on 


Enrolled Bills. 

On motion of Mr. Adrian, the vote just taken adopting the 
resolution toappoint a Committee of investigation, was re- 
considered. 

Mr. Adrian offered the following as a substitute for the 
resolution : 

Resolved, That the Committee just appointed by the House 
proceed to investigate the difficulty, touching the Public Debt 
question, between Hon. Isaac Parker, of Tarrant, and Hon. 
Busby, of Freestone, and report all matters relative to the 
same to the House. 

Mr. Ector proposed to amend as follows : 

fesolved, That a Committee of nine be appointed by the 
House—accepted. 

Mr, Davis moved the previous question. 

Mr. Randolph moved a call of the House. 
~ On motion of Mr. Darden of G., the House adjourned until 
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8 o'clock, A. M., to-morrow, pending Mr. Randolph's motion 
for a call of the House. l 


_ House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
Austin, August 6th, 1856. § 
House met pursuant to adjournment—vroll called—quorum 
present. Journal of yesterday read and adopted, 

Mr. Adrian, by leave, withdrew his substitute for the resolu- 
tion concerning the Public Debt ; and the question being on 
the adoption of the original resolution, the same was put and 
the resolution adopted by the following vote: 

Yeras.—Messis. Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, Bell, Bon- 
ner, Brown, Burress, Charlton, Cleveland of B., Cleveland of L., 
Crabbe, Dalrymple, Dancy, Darden of C., Darden of G., Davis, 
Dennis, Dickson of R. R., Dickson of G. Dougherty, Ector, 
Francis, Gaines, Galloway,. Green, Hale, Hooker, Junker, 
King, Kittrell, Latham, Martin of H., Martin of L., McClan- 
ahan, McCown, McMillen, Melton, Middleton, Moore, Nerton, 

‘Ochiltree, Owings, Parker of A., Parsons, Pettus, Poag, Pol- 
lock, Randolph, Reeves, Richardson, Runnels, Rushing, Sayles, 
Selman, Shaw, Smith of Harris, Smith of Harrison, Smith 
of Newton, Stedman, Stout, Sullivan, Tarlton, Taylor, Thomp- 
son, Tompkins, Truehart, Weelder, West, White, Williams o 
8, A., Witt and Wood—74. 
Nays.—Mr. Mabry. 


On motion of Mr. Owings, a bill to incorporate the Aransas 
Road Company, was taken up ; read 2d time. 

Mr. McCown offered the following amendment ; 

(To precede the provision of section 2nd.) Provided that 
no draw-bridge shall be constructed ‘across the “ship chan- 
i uel,” now existing, or which may hereafter be constructed, be- 
| tween Corpus Christi and Aransas pass; provided also, that 
a acertain Island, known as “Shell Bank,” situated at the East- 
į em terminus of Corpus Christie Bayou, shall not be subject 

to location or occupancy under the provisions of this act, and 
| further.” Adopted. 
| Mr, Owings proposed to amend as follows : l 
(End of section 3d, which allows change of original loca- 
tion.) “To any distance within five miles of the original lo- 
| cation, subject to the same terms; but the Company’s system 
| Of roads shall be restricted to the principal turnpike from Go- 
Bad to the coast terminus, and the branch or extension 
f therefrom to a point on the Rio Grande river, at or near to 
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Gavio, subject to any ‘right that may bè hereafter granted’ tg 
the city of Corpus Christi or other anthôrity, to improve- the 
Corpus Christi reef; and the right to make the principal 
turnpike, or branch afor esaid, shall -terminate with the year 
1860.; and the right to change, either into a Railroad, shall 
tértiiniete with the year 1865.” 

My. Merrick moved to strike out all relating to ‘Railroads, 

‘On motion of Mr. ‘Owings laid on: ‘the table; bill tead 3d 
time and passed by a 2-3 vote. 


Mr. Martin of L., offered the following resolution: 

_ftesolved, That tlie Senate be requested to meet the House 
in the Representative Hall, on Thursday 7th inst, at 10 
o'clock A. M., to elect a Commissioner of Claims— Adapted, 


Mr. Smith of Harris, .presented the petitions of David 


. Murphy, Jackson Smith, and S. J. McFarland; referred to 


Public Debt committee. 


Mr. Tarlton, one of committee on Internal Improvements; 
made the following report : 

The committee on Internal Improvement, to whom was re- 
ferred the bill amending the ‘caption, 1st and 16th sections of 
an Act to incorporate the “Texas ‘Western Railroad Company, 
approved, 10th February, 1852,” and which had passed both 
Houses of the Legislature, but which had been returned to the 
Senate with the objections of the Governor, have duly consid- 

ered the same, and a majority of the committee, have instruc- 
ted me to report. the bill back to the House, and recommend 
its passage ; the objections of the Governor to the contrary 
nowithstanding. 


On motion of Mr Tarlton, the rule was suspended by a vote 
of .67 yeas to 10 nays, and pill and report taken up. 

The following bills were introduced by a suspension ofthe rule 

Mr Sullivan introduced a bill for the relief of Dan’l B. 
Kinchelœ ; read Ist and 2nd times, and referred to committe 
No. 2, on Private Land Claims, 

And the petition of 8. M. Swenson and others ; referred to 
committee on Internal Improvements. 

Mr. Worsham introduced a bill to amend the 24th and 26th 
sections of an Act, authorizing and megane county Courts to 
regulate Roads, appoint over: seers, , approved, February 
4th, 1854; read ist and 2nd times a referred to committee 
on Roads, Bridges and Ferries. 

Mr. Latham introduced a bill for the relief of the heirs o 


F. O. Cattenet:; read ‘Iist-and 2nd times, and roferred: ‘to Spp 
mittee No, 2, on Private Land Claims. are 

Mr. Arnold introduced a bill for’ the relief ‘of ‘ie creditors 
and Colonists of the German Emigration Company; read “Ist 
and 2nd. times, aiid .véferred to, J udiciary committee, . .. 

Mr. Ochiltree introduced a bill te prevent négroés and -mu- 
lattoes from acting as preachers of the Gospel ;‘read Ist and 
2nd times, and referred to committee on Slaves and Slavery, 

‘Mr. Darden of G., one of committee on Enrolled bills, re- 
ported correctly enrolled the following bills, that they were 
properly signed and presented to the Governor for his Appio 
bation’: 

A bill for the relief of John J. McClosky. 

A bill for the relief of Jas. D. Lilly, assignee of J onáthan 
Byrd. AG 

And a bill, making an- appr piason for compensation for 
aims, lost by the Georgia Battalion at the massacre of Goliad, 

Report adopted. 
| Mr. Dennis, Chairman of committee on Engrossed bills r re- 
ported correctly ‘engrossed the following bills: 

A bill for the relief of Thornton Thatcher, 

A bill for relief of Chas. 8.-Bitts, and the heirs of Sawit 
Brown. 

A bill for the relief - of Seth Hazel. l 

A bill for the relief of Jobn L. Whiteman. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Elizabeth eee) ae 
other persons therein named. 

A bill for the. relief of Robert 8. Patton. 

A bill for the relief of Peter Dowd. 


A bill for the relief of certain persons therein named. 


E of the Special School fund.in’ the bonds of Rajlroad Compamies, 
§ å bill for the relief of Wm. M. Hurt, Scheigler B. Skidmore, 
E James Wall, Wm. Lee, heirs-of Susan Sallee, deceased ; Rob’t. 
E Davindson, H.J. DeWitt, J. W. DeWitt, the heirs apd Jegal 
Í representatives | of Thomas.P. Fowle. 

And.a bill to amend the 2d section of an Act to incorporate 
| the town of Rusk. 

| Report accepted. 

' ‘Mrt. Parsons; one of committee on EE bills;: P 
correctly eng rossed the following bills; 

_ A bill for the telief of Preston H. Hobbs. 

A Vill.amiending and supplemental toan act amending : aad 


Av bill to amend the 3d section of an act for the investment . 
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supplemental to an act to incorporate the Henderson and Burk- 
ville R-E; company. | 

A bill for the relief of Reuben Crawford. 

A bill for the relief of certain persons therein named. 

A bill for the relief of George Grounds, and a bill to locate 
the county site of Angelina county; report accepted. 

_A message was received from the Senate, announeing to the 
House the passage of a bill originating in the House, to incor- 
porate the town of Anderson; and the following bills originat- 
ing in the Senate: Í 

A bill for the relief of Elizabeth Tally.” i 

A bill to incorporate the ‘Houston Tap and Brazoria Rail- 
way company, and a bill to create the 19th Judicial District, 
and to define the time of holding courts therein. 

On motion of Mr. McCown, the bill first reported from the 
Senate for the relief of Elizabeth Tally, was taken up, read 
firat and second times, and referred to committee No. lon Pri- 
yate Land Claims. i 

And that the Senate had passed a joint resolution instructing 
our Senators and requesting our Representatives in Congress rela- 
tiveto the Vigilange Committee in California; and that the Senate 
had passed the substitute of-the House for Senate bills for re- 
lief of John F. Chairs, Alfred Wiley, and the heirs of Ezekiel 
George, and had accepted the invitation of the House to meet 
on Thursday, at 10 o’clock, A. M., to elect a Commissioner of 
Claims; and had passed a House bill for the relief of Miles 
Bennett, with anamendment; and House bill to amend the 
2d Section of an act to incorporate the town of Rusk. 

On motion of Mr. Kittrell, Mr. Crabbe was excused until 
25th inst. 

‘he hour having arrived, the special order, viz: the Penal 
Code, was taken up, and on motion of Mr. Ector postponed 
till 12 o’clock, M.. : 

Mr. Merrick moved the previous question; a call of the House 
was ordered. Messrs. Runnels, Trigg and Mabry were excused. 
i Mr. Dancy moved to adjourn till 8 o’clock A. M., to-morrow. 

ost, 

The call was suspended and main question ordered, which 
being the passage of the bill over the Governor's veto, the 
yeas and nays were called and House refused to pass the bill 
by the following vote: 

Yeas.—Mesgrs, Speaker, Adrian, Bell, Bonner, Burress, 
Busby, Charlton, Cook, Crabbe, Crosby, Darden of È., Darden 


31S 


of G., Dickson of G., Dickson of R. R., Dougherty, Ector, 


Reeves, Rushing, Sayles, Selman, Smith of H’s, Smith of Hn, 
and Witt—42. 


* 


of L., Dalrymple, Dancy, Davis, Dennis, Gaines, Junker, King, 


liams of §. A., and Worsham—31. 
Mr. Brown paired off with Mr. Williams of L. l 
Mr. Brown, one of Committee on enrolled bills reported as 
follows: - 
COMMITTEE Room, 
August 6th, 1846. | i 
To the Honorable H. P. Bee, f 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
The Joint Committee on enrolled bills have examined tke 
following bills, and find them correctly enrolled: 
A bill for the relief of A. Savery. 
A bill for the rehef of Cling Pearson. pi 
A bill to authorize William M. Lee and others to construct 
a bridge across the east fork of Trinity River, at or near Lee’s 
ferry. 


Fire Insurance company, approved January 26th, 1948. 

A pill for the relief of Benjamin Bryant. 

A bill to incorporate the Texas Marine, Railway and Build- 
ing Association. 

A bill for the relief of Samuel McKneely. 

A bill for the relief of A. M. Clare. 

A bill to authorize the heirs of Martha Barker or their as- 
signs, to raise a certain location therein named, and to locate: 
the same on any vacant land. i 

A bill for the relief of Hamilton Ledbetter, 


. A bill to incorporate the town of Boston in Bowie county. 
All of which having been properly signed, have this day. 
been presented to the Governor for his approval. Report ac- 
cepted. s 
Mr.' Darden of C., one of committee on engrossed bills re- 
ported correctly engrossed the following bills: 


Francis, Galloway, Hale, Hooker, Kittrell, Martin of L., Mc-- 
Millin, Merrick, Norton, Ochiltree, Owings, Parsons, Pettus’ - 


Stedman, Stout, Tarlton, Taylor, Throckmorton, Truehart 
Nays.—Messrs. Ardrey, Arnold, Cleveland of B., Cleveland ' 
Latham, Lawhon, Mabry, Martin of H., McClanahan, Melton, : 


Middleton, Moore, Parker of A., Poag, Randolph, Richardson, : 
Shaw, Smith of N., Sullivan,- Thompson, West, White, Wil- - 


A bill to amend an act to incorporate the Union Marine and 
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A bill to incorporate the town of New Salem, amd for the- 
reliëf of-the heirs of Thos. ‘Harrell, deceased, Relief of Pat: 
séy Kitchens, Elizabeth Smith and F. L. Blanton, and a'bill 
defining the time of holding courts. in 5th J wiicial District; 

. Or motion of Mr. Sullivan, jomt resolution relative to the 
Vigilance Committee of California, was taken up, read Ist and 
2nd. times, ae 

“My.. Dancy moved to refer-it to committee on Federal Bela- 
tions. 

On motion of Mr. Ardrey laid on the table, and resolution 
passed to 3d reading; rule suspended, read 3d time and passed, 

On motion the House eee till 8. o’clock A. M.. o- 


House or REPRESENTATIVES, ? 
Austin, August 7th, 1856. { 
House-met pursuant to adjour nment—roll called—quorum 
present—journal of yesterday read and adopted. 


On motion of Mr. Dickson of G., the rule was suspended, 
antl bill forthe relief of Antonio Fuentes taken up, with report 
from Committee No. 2 on Private Land Claims, recommending 
a substitute; report and substitute adopted, and bill ordered 
to be engr ossed ; rule further suspended, read 3d time; and 
passed. 

-‘On motion of Mr. Ochiltree, the rule was suspended, and a 
pill for the relief of the heirs of Mary Hamilton taken -up, 
read 2d time, and ordered to be engrossed ; rule further sus- 
pended, read 3d time, and passed. 

A message was received from the Senate announcing to the 
Hotise the passage of the following bills, orgating in the 
Senate : 

A bill to incorporate the town of Woodville. 

A bill to incorporate the Austin City Bridge Co. 

“And a bill to establish a code of criminal procedure of the 
State of Texas. 

The following Senate bills were taken up, read Ist and 2d 
times, and referred to appropriate Committees : 

Bill for relief of John B. Adams and Ann Adams; referie 
to Committee No. 1-on Private Land Claims. 

-A bill to authorize the issuance of patents .on.certain surveys 
in Peter's Colony; referred to Committee No. 2 on Private Land 
Olaims. ` 

A bill supplemental to-an act to incorporate. the: Colorado 
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Valley R. R. Company ; referred to Committee on Internal 
Tmprovements. 

A bill to amend the 2d section of an act concerning Sascha 
gers coming to Texas, approved Feb. 11th, 1850; referred to 
Committee on State Affairs. 

A bill to legitimatize the children of Nathan Holbert and 


Bill for relief of the heirs of Mary Smith; referred to Com- 
mittee No. 1 on Private Land Claims. 

Joint resolution to amend the 31st section of article 7th of 
the Constitution: referred to Judiciary Committee. 

A bill for the relief of Jesse White; referred to Committee 
on Claims and Accounts. 


mittee No. 1 on Private Land Claims. 

Bill for the relief of Wm. Perry Moore; referred to Com- 
nittee No. 2 on Private Land Claims. 

Bill for the relief of Margaret Colberton; referred to Com- 
nittee No. 1 on Private Land Claims. 

Bill for the relief of Vicente Soto; referred to Committee 
Jo. 2 on Private Land Claims. 

A Bill to incorporate Neches River Causeway Company; re- 
erred to the Committee on Roads, Bridges, and Ferries. 

Bill to create the 19th Judicial District, and-define the time 
f holding Courts therein; referred to Judiciary Committee. 

A bill to incorporate the Houston Tap and Brazoria Rail- 
ray Co,; referred to Committee on Internal Improvements. 

A bill to establish a code of criminal procedure, for the State 
. Texas ; referred to select Committee on Code of Criminal 
cedure. l | 
A bill to incorporate the Austin City Bridge Co.; referred 
) Committee on Roads, Bridges, and Ferries. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Wm. McFaddin ; referred 
Committee on Private Land Claims No. 1. z 
A bill forthe relief of the heirs of Samuel Penrod, deceased : 
ferred to Committee on Private Land Claims No. 2. s 
À bill for the relief of Milly Berry; referred to Committee 
. l on Private Land Claims. S 
A bill for the relief of Lieut. M.. Hitchcock ; referred to Pub- 
Debt Committee. l 


bill for the relief of Thos, G. Masterson : referred to Com- 

ey j 2 on Private Land Claims. i i 
ul for, the relief of the heirs of B. G. Gillon: referred to 

munttee No. 1 on Private Land Claims. i 
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Mary Clementine Boulriese; referred to J udiciary Committee. - 


A bill for the benefit of Elizabeth Reed ; referred to Com. - 
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A bill for the relie of Powhstan Archer; referred to Com. 
mittee No. 2 on Private Land Claims. 2 l 
A bill for the relief of Allen Hines; referred to Committee 


A bill for the relief of Edwin Harry. ; 

A bill supplemental to an Act to create county Courts, .ap- 

roved March 16th, 1548; referred to Judiciary Committee, 

A bill to authorize James M. Wade to construct a bridge 
across the Sabine River; referred to Committee on Roads, 
Bridges and Ferries. 

A bill to incorporate Huntsville Railroad Company, with 
amendments by the House, in which the Senate refused to con 
cur, taken up, and the House refiised to recede, by a Vote of 50 
to 19. 

On motion of Mr. Kittrell, a Committee of conterence wa 
appointed. 

A bill to incorporate the town of Woodville ; read Ist.and 2nd 
times, and passed toa 3rd reading. 

On motion of Mr. Moore, rule suspended, read 3rd time, and 
passed by a two-third vote. . ; 

Joint Resointion asking the establishment of a direct mail 
route from Brownsville to Austin, read [st and 2nd times—rale 
suspended, read 3rd time, and passed. ` 

A bill for tho relief of Miles Burnett, with amendment from 
Senate—amendiment concurred in. 

- A bill to incorporate Gonzales Lodge I. O. O. F., read ts 
and 2nd times, and passed to a 3rd reading—rule suspended- 
read 3rd time and passed by a two-third vote. 

A bill to establish and incorporate Mechanic’s Institute, read 
dst and 2nd times, and passed to 3rd reading—rule suspendel 
—read Srd time and passed. 

A bill to provide an office for the Cours of Claims, read ld 
and 2nd times, and passed to 8rd reading—rule suspended, real 
Brd time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Hale, rule suspended, and a bill to incor 
porate the town of Wheelock was taken up, read Ist and 2at 
times and passed to 3rd reading; rule further suspended, rea 
3rd time, and passed by a two-third vote. i 

On motion of Mr. Sayles, Mr. Thompson was added to th 
Comuinittee on Criminal Procedure. 

Mr. Martin of L., introduced a Joint Resolution to amend tH 
Constitution; read Ist and 2nd times, and referred to Judiciar 
Committee. 

On motion of Mr, Bell, a Senate bill to incorpcrate Hopkin 
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and passed to a 3rd reading; rule suspended, read 3rd time 
and passed by a two-third vote. 


| On motion of Mr. Busby, the rule was suspended, and a 
| bill to incorporate. the town of Fairfield was taken up and 
| ordered to be engrossed ; rule further suspended, bill read 3rd 
| time and passed by a 2-3rd vote. 


REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES. 


| Mr. Ochiltree, Chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, 
made the following reports : 


Recommended the indefinite postponement of a bill to 


| property, approved March 20th, 1848, and the indefinite post- 
| ponement of a bill to provide for the registration of electors, 
| Also, a bill to determine what lands have been forfeited 
| and the memorials of Haden H. Edwards. 


| Reported as follows on the petition of John Robinson: 
John Robinson was tried upon a charge of assault with intent 
tocommit murder, at the Fall Term of the District Court, 
A, D., 1854, of Tarrant county, convicted and sentenced 
| to 12 months confinement in the State Penitentiary. The 
| petitioner has undergone the penalty of his crime and has re- 
| tumed to his home, and presents now to the House the peti- 
Í tion of more than 100 of his fellow-citizens, many of whom 
| are men of the highest character and standing, praying that said. 
3 Robinson be restored to full credit as a citizen. The commit- 
Í tee are divided in opinion as to whether the laws now in force 
| would deprive the citizen of the rights which he seeks to be 
į vested. Inasmuch as it is a matter of doubt with the com- 
| mittee, they have instructed me to report the accompanying 


bill and recommend its passage; reports received and bill 
read Ist time. l 


Réported against the.petition of Sampson Christe. - 

Mr. Throckmorton Chairman of the Committee on Internal 
Improvements, recommended the passage of a bill to amend 
An Act to incorporate the Memphis, Elpaso and Pacific Rail- 
toad Company. 

Also made the following report, on a bill to better cefine tho 
lines of the Memphis, El Paso and Pacific Railroad’ Company : 


Encampment No. 7, I. O.O. E., taken up, read Ist and 2nd times . 


| amend An Act to provide for vesting in the State escheated — 
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COMMITTEE Room, } 
i z August 6th, 1856. - 
To Hon. H. P. Bee, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : l 
-The committee on Internal Improvements to whom was re. 
‘ferred a bill to better define-the lines of the Memphis El Pago 
and Pacific, Texas Western and Galveston, Houston and Red 
River Railroad, have maturely considered the same. The bill 
provides that the several lines of Railroad mentioned shall be 
so designated as to secure a connection or junction of the 
. three roads so as to bring them together at a point “not Hag 
of the Hast fork of Trinity river, nor South or West of For 
Worth in Tarrant county,” and then for the continuation o 
-a main trunk road west to the Rio Grande, still permitting 
the Galveston and Red River road to continue on to Rel 
River. The bill also provides for the designation of the sev- 
eral roads, and of the main trunk road by actual survey ina 
certain time. It also provides that a reservation of 16 mila 
shall take place cn each side of the main trunk, after iti 
designated in sections of 50 miles by actual-survey, one-hal 
‘of the lands to be reserved for the use and benefit of the 
.State ; the bill further provides that no part of the lines o 
‘either of said reads shall be designated, except by a survey o 
-the same ; thus getting rid of an objectionable feature incor 
porated in two of the charters, which confers upon them the 
right to designate the lines of their roads by “ recognition a 
otherwise.” 
Your ccmmittce looks upon every feature of the bill as beim 
a move in the right direction. In the first place it is demam 
ded by the people that the lines of Railroad should be so des 
ignated as to be known, which will give confidence to sud 
sections of the country as are to be benefited, and. will plac 
„it out of the power of designing parties to impose upon set 
-tións of the State not intended to be penetrated by such roads 
In the second place the bill provides for a consolidation 0 
charters, which has the direct effect of bringing together rival 
xoads, thus, destroying a rivalry which would certainly W 
fatal, and give increased strength and encouragement to thos 
roads which must prove highly beneficial to the Railroad prot 
pects of Texas. | 
In the third place it provides á common point (neat tht 
Aime surveyed, by the United States Engineers, for the Gres 
Pacific Railrcad,) within one of the most highly favored 
“regions of Texas, where all the projected lines of Railroad 
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from St. Louis to New Orleans, beginning on the Mississippi - 

river and terminating on the Eastern border, may center on a 

‘caimmon trunk, at the same time uniting the Railroad influ- . i 
lence and interests of the Texas Gulf roads, upon the same point, $ 


| Thus, bringing powerfully into action all the interests of , 

the Southern Pacific and Iron Mountain Railroads of Missouri, - 
the Cairo and Fulton, the Memphis and Little Rock and ` , 
Mississippi, Ouachita and Red River Railroads of Arkansas, the é 


Vicksburg and Shreveport, and the New Orleans and Opelousas : 
Railroads of Louisiana, and the Northern, Eastern and Gulf - 
roads of Texas, as well as the gigantic influences and interests , 
f the thousands of miles of Railroads behind, and connec- i 
Ring with the above mentioned. roads, all verging to a common 

kenter in Texas, and bearing directly upon one main common 

hunk to be carried Westward to the Pacific. A 

| Itis worthy of the serious consideration of the Legislature, 

hat the bill as reported by the select committee of both 

Houses of Congress, at its present session, for the construc- ; 
ion of the Southern Pacific Railroad, specifically mentions i 
ach one of the above named roads, and provides a donation l 
f land to each one, and encourages a consolidation of them . l i 
before reaching the one hundredth degree of West longitude. ` 
| Such being the policy of the General Government, and ` 
Bvery consideration of interest pointing to it as’ the proper _ 
purse for Texas to pursue, the committee ask to present the | 
ccompanying bill as a substitute and earnestly recommend its 
assage. J. W. THROCKMORTON, 

| Chairman on Internal Improvement Committee, 

| Mr, Kittrell, Chairman of the committee on Education, re- 
ommended the passage of a bill to increase the Common 5 
khool Fund, and to provide for the investment of the same 
h the bonds of Railroad Companies. 


| Also reported a bill to incorporate Corpus Christi Acade- 


yi -> ts 
o the Hon. H. P. Bee, 7 a 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. i 

The committee on education, to whom was referred the pe- . i 
lon of sundry citizens in and around the city of Corpus Chris- 
asking for an act of incorporation for the Corpus Christi 
cademy, as also for a donation of land to endow said institu- 
bn, also for the issuing of sertp for four leagues of land to 
Pin lien of the four leagues of school land to which they are 
titled under the Constitution and the law, and which, they 
iege the county has not yet located. ‘The committee have’ 


re, i. 


826. 


considered the same, and instruct me to report the accompany- 
ing act of incorporation and recommend its passage. 

` Your committee would state that hitherto they have refrained 
from recommending a donation of land for any one institution 
to the exclusion ef others, and they see no reason why. this in- 
stitution should be made an exception. Yourcommittee would: 
further suggest that they deem it an infringement of the spirit 
atleast, if not the letter of the Constitttion, to authorize the 
county of Nueces to dispose of their four leagues of school 
land. either directly or indirectly, and therefore would ask to 
be -discharged from the further consideration of the subjects 
embraced in the two last branches of the petition. 

~ KITTRELD, 
_ Chairman. 
Mr, McCown, Chairman of the committee on Military Af 

fairs, made the following report: | 


CommirreE Room, 
k Avetin, Aug. 6th, 1856. 
Hon. H. P. Bee, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives: - 


Your committe to whom was referred the resolution instruct- 
ing them to inquire into the canses which have prevented the 
organization of the militia ; and further instructed them to re 
port a bill providing for the organization, arming and dicipline 
of that portion of the citizens of Texas, capable of bearing 
arms, have had the same under consideration. 

The committee are.of the opinion, that any general militia 
system, requiring the performance of military duty from each 
and every citizen able to bear arms, is behind the spirit of the 
age, and not suited to the genius of our government, or to the 
sentiments and habits of our people. Your committee, how- 
ever, believe that the encouragement of a suitable number of 
institutions by the State, in which a military and collegiate ed- 
neation are combined, together with the encouragement of 
independant volunteer companies, wherever they may be 


formed, will accomplish more towards the keeping up of a gen 


eral knowledge of military tactics than any general militia 
system that can be devised. 

The committee have therefore instructèd me to report the 
following bill and recommend its passage. 

i J. B. McCOWN, 
Chairman. 

Mr, Brown, one of the committee on State Affairs, reporte 

recommending the passage of a Senate bill to incorporate the 
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Indianola Wharf Company, and a bill to incorporate the town 
of Indianola, with amendments, in 8th line 2nd section ; strike 
out “ March” and insert “ November ;” strike out all after 
the word “after” in 6th line 9th section, and insert the words 
(its passage,” reports received. 

Mr. Ardrey, one of the committee on State Affairs, made 
the following report : 

The committee on State Affairs, to whom lias been referred. 
the petition of Chas. W. Presler, with the accompanying 
pill to authorize the Governor to subscribe for a sufficent num- 
per of maps for exchange and distribution, have had the same 
under consideration and have instructed me to report the bill 
back to the House and recommend its passage, after filling 
up-the blank by inserting the words “two hundred and fifty” 
before the word hundred in Ist section, and also by inserting 
the word “one hundred” before the word dollars in 2nd. 
section ; report received. 


- Mr. Shaw Chairman of Committee No. 1, on Private Land. 


Claims, made the following reports : 

Reported a bill for the relief of Thos. Peck. 

And a bill for the relief of Stephens D. Neill. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of John Thomas. l 
y Recommended the passage of a bill for the relief of Jas. M, 

onroe. 

Reported a bill for the relief of Jesse W. Flowers. 

Reported a bill for the relief of Mrs. Catherine Carson. 

Recommended the indefinite postponement of the petitions: 
of the heirs of Benj. Thomas; the heirs of Saml. Roster and 
G? R. Rains; Mr. Williams of S. A., withdrew the papers 
from ‘said report. 

Recommended the passage of a Senate bill for the relief of 
Wm. Rowlins. 
` And a Senate bill for the relief of Absolem J. Lott. 

And a Senate bill for the relief of Asa Dossett. 

Mr. Williams of S. A., one of the committee, reported re- 
commending the passage of a Senate bill for the relief of 
Robt. Sanders. 

And a Senate bill for the relief of Edgar M. Sanders. 

Reports received, and bill read Ist time. 

“Mr. Cleveland of L., Chairman of committee No. 2, on 
_ Private Land Claims, made the folléwing reports : 


Recommended the passage of a Senate bill for the relief of 
QG. W-L. Haynes. 


E 
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And a Senate bill for the relief of Francisco de los Bivos, 
' Also, recommended the passage of a bill for the relief of 
Danl. R. Kinchloe ; reports received. 
Mr. Wood Chairman of the committee on the Penitentiary, 
made the following report : 
REPRESENTATIVE aoa 


August 7th, 1856. 
To the Hon. H. P. Bee, 


Speaker of the House of Representatives : $ 
The committee on Penitentiary, to whom was referred the 
report of the directors of the State Penitentiary asking for an 
appropriation of $8,067,10 toward defraying the expenses of 


said institution, have had the same under consideration, and. 


instruct their Chairman to report a bill to the House making 
an appropriation of $10,000, or so much thereof as may be 
necessary, toward supplying such demand. 

On motion of Mr. Kittrell, the rule was suspended and the 
bill was read Ist and 2nd times and ordered to be engrossed ; 
rule further suspended, read 3rd time and passed. 

Also the following report : 

REPRESENTATIVE HALL, | 
August 7th, 1856. 
To the Hon.. H. P. Bee, 
D Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Penitentiary, to whom was referred a reso- 

lution instructing them to inquire as to whether the Superin- 


-tendent and their officers and managers of the State Peniten- 
tiary have been in the habit of charging admission fees to vis-. 


itors to the buildings, public grounds and works thereof, have 
had the same under consideration, and instructed their chair-: 
man to report that from the proof before the committee, such 
has been the case in many, if not all instances. 

Your committee furthermore instruct their chairman to re- 
port that there appears no authority, by the law, fer such an 
unwarranted proceeding, and would recommend that the Gov- 
ernor be requested to notify the said Superintendent and offi- 
cers that such a proceeding will be deemed a-misdemeanor ; 
all of which is respectfully submitted. 

Mr. Stedman moved to re-refer the report to committee on 
the judiciary—lost. l 

On motion of Mr. Kittrell, the report was taken wp ; and 

On motion of Mr. Cleveland of L.,—adopted. 

Mr, White, Chairman of the Committee on Public Landa, 
made the following report: i 


E - “A bill for the relief of Elijah Wyatt,’ “ A Bill to be entitled’ 3 
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COMMITTEE Room, August 5th, 1856. |. 
To-the Hon. H. P. Bee, 


: Speaker of the House of Representatives: 
The Committee on Public Lands, to which were referred, 


Ars ie ae) f 


an act to legalize the new.map ot Harvey’s District No. 2, . t 
Fisher and Miller’s Colony” and “ A Senate bill to define more 
particularly the Northern and Western boundary of Milam 
LandDistrict, have had the same under-consideration, and a 
eon of said committee have instructed me.to report said 
bills back to the house and recommend their passage. , 
Mr. Randolph, Chairman of Committee on claims and Ac- i 
counts, made the following reports : Recommended the pas- 
sage of Senate bills for the relief of Mercer Fain, Sen, and 


William M. Hewett and asked to be discharged from the con- i 
sideration of the bill for the relief of Joseph Neill. Recom- , f 
mended the indefinite postponement of a Senate bill for the ! 


relief of Samuel Rowe, also reported a bill for the relief of. 
John Parsons ; read Ist time ; reports received. 

On motion of Mr. Pettus, the rule was suspended, and the 
bill just reported for the relief of John Parsons taken up, read 
2d time and ordered to be engrossed ; rule further suspended, | a 
read 3d time and passed by a two-third vote. 

Mr. Merrick, Chairman of Committee un County Boundaries, 
| reported, recommended the passage of Senate bills to create | 
| the county cf McCulloch and the county of Brown ; report: 
B received. , 
| Mr. Dennis, Chairman of Committee on engrossed bills, re- 
| ported carefully engrossed. l 
| <A bill supplemental to an act to incorporate the Aransas 
| road company. i i 
$ A bill authorizing John Mooney to make a dam across the. 
i San Marcos River. 
| A Bull for the relief of the heirs of Wm. B. Jordan, and _ 
Í <A bill for the relief of the heirs of Mary Hamilton ; reports ‘i 
| accepted. 

Mr. Moore, Chairman of Select Committee of 5, introduced 
| & bill for the relief of certain pre-emption settlers in Houston 
| Land District, made the following report : : 
| CoMMITTEE Room, Austin, August, — 1856. 

To the Hon. H. P. Bee, . 


Speaker of the House of Representatives: fon / 
Your committee, to whom was referred “an act for the.re- 


r 
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Hef of certain-pre-emption settlers within Houston Land Dis- 
trict,” have carefully considered the same, and find that a con- 
siderable number of persons settled within the said district as 
pre-emptors, previous to the repeal of the Act of 1845, extend- 
ing a pre-emption right of 320 acres of land to settlers, and had 
their land surveyed by the District Surveyor of Houston Land: 
District; and many others settled under the act of 1852, grant- 
ime 160 acres, and previous to the passage of the act known as, 
the Mississippi and Pacific railroad act, and: had their claims” 
surveyed by the same officer and have resided upon and culti- 
vated their pre-emption claims from the date of their settle- 
ment. 


Your committee further find that the book of records of that- 
class of surveys has been lost or destroyed, by. means 
of which your committee are entirely ignorant, thus placing it’ 
out of the power of said settlers to procure their patents for the 
amount of land they were entitled to, or indeed for any amount, 
as a large portion of said district is within the Mississippi and- 
Pacific Railroad reservation. 

_The committee have therefore instructed me to report back 
the bill with the following amendment and- recommend. 
its passage. MOORE,- 

Chairman. 

_ Amend by adding after the word State inthetenth line, 5th 
Section, the words “ provided that nothing in this act shalt 
be so construed as to legalize the settlement or survey of par- 
ties within the reserve known as the Mississippi and Pacific 
Railroad reserve made after the 21st of December, 1853.” 

, Mr. Green, Chairman of a select committee made the fol- 
lowing report : 

The committee to whom was referred the memorial of R. H. 
Lane, for the loss of property sustained by him on the Rio 
Grande, while attending to duties of his commission in inves- 
tigating land titles, have investigated the same and find from the 
proof that said memorialist had two horses stolen from him by 
the Indians, while in the discharge of his duties, of the value of 
$150. And they believe that if said memorialist had been 
furnished with a military escort he would not have sustained. 
gaid loss. And they further find that the Governor by special 
message recommended the passage of said claim. The com- 
mittee unanimously instruct me to report the accompanying 
Loe and to recommend its passage ; report received, bill read 

t time, 


“ 


881. ` 


Mr. Reeves moved to suspend the rule and take up the bilt- 


—lost. 


Myr, Davis moved a reconsideration of a vote taken on yes- 
terday, refusing to pass a bill to amend an act to incorporate 
the Texas Western Rail Road Company—over the Governor’s 
veto—which motion, on motion of Mr. Stedman was laid on 
the table till Monday next. 

Mr. Moore introduced a bill to require the reporter of the 
decisions of the Supreme Court to distribute the same in cer- 
tain counties in the State, read ist and 2d times and referred 
to Judiciary Committee. 


Mr. Ardrey, one of the Committee on Claims and Accounts. 


made the following report on a bill for the relief of James M 
Rigg : Report received. 
ComMITTEE Room, 


August 6th, 1856. 
To the Hon. H. P. Bee, ° 


Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
“The committee on claims and accounts to whom has been 
referred the Senate’s bill, entitled a bill for the relief of James 
M. Rigg, have had thesame under consideration and find that the 


object of the billis to provide for the paymentof an account whieh © 
James M. Rigg claims against the State, for costs of suit: 


amounting-to $300 in the case of the State of Texas vs. Cliar- - 


les Fenton Mercer and his associates under the ordinance, an- 
nexed to the Constitution of the State of Texas, adopted by: 
the convention on the 27th of August, 1845, to declare void: 


the colony contract, which has been determined in the district - 


court of Navarro county. 


Upon the application of Bassford of a cost bill against the - 


State of Texas at the present session, your committee examin- 
ed into the liability of the State for the payment of costs, and 
refused relief to Mr. Bassford, and they find that there is no 
difference in principle between that and the present applica- 
tion, and that the relief for the reasons given in report of the 
eae upon the Bassford claim, ought to be refused upon 
this bill. i 


Wherefore they report the bill back, and recommend its in= ` 


definite postponement. . . 
All of which is respectfully submitted, 
O _ ARDREY, 
Chairman, pro. tem. 
Mr. Cleveland, of L. Chairman of Select Committee on Senate 
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bill for the relief of the Coshattee Indians, made the following 
report : j 
COMMITTEE Room, 
` Austin, Aug. 5th, 1856. 
To the Honorable H. P. Bee, - Soe 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
The select committee to whom was referred the’ Senate’s bill 
for the relief of the Coshattee Indians, have considered the 
game. Your committee are satisfied that justice and human- 


ity alike demand that the relief proposed by the bill, should : 


be granted to the surviving remnant ef that once flourishing 
tribe of Indians. The Coshattees,. according to their own tra- 
ditions, and to the best information accessible to your com- 


me 


mittee, have occupied the country on either side of the Trinity — 


river, embracing what is now Polk, Liberty and Walker 
counties, for nearly a century. These Indians have ever been 
the faithful and fast friends of Texians from the earliest settle- 
‚ment of this country by the Americans. Ta 
{n consideration of their services to the country, and their 
devotion to the early settlers of Texas, the Congress of the 


late Republic of Texas in the year 1842, granted to them two ` 


leagues of land, which are represented as being worth forty: - 


or fifty thousand dollars, but of which they have beenctotally - 


deprived by adverse titles, asserted and sustained by the whites. 


They are now in Polk county near their ancient homes, which. ° 


they are no longer permitted to occupy, and are without a foot 
of land to cultivate, or under which to bury their dead. The 
bill before your committee provides a home for these Indians 
by giving them the right to use and occupy six hundred and 
eee acres of land, while the fee in the land remains in the 
tate. 
Your committee are unanimously of the opinion that the 
relief proposed should be granted, and they recommend the 
- passage of the bill without amendment. io l 
0. L. CLEVELAND, 
Chairman. 
The House then took a recess of ten minutes. Recess eX- 
pired—roll called, quorum present. The Senate appeared 
headed by their President, who was invited to seats on .the 
right of the Speaker and Senators to seats prepared for them. 


There being a quorum present, the two houses in joint session 


went into the election of a Commissioner of Claims. Nomina- 
tions being in order, Senator Maverick, on the part of the Sen- 
ate, put in nomination James C. Wilson, and Mr. Rushing on 
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cthe part of the House, put in nomination, Jas. O. Wilson; 
there being no other nominations, the House proceeded to vote, 
: viva voce. On telling the vote, it appeared that Mr. Wilson 
‘had received, on the part of the Senate, 28 votes, and blank 1; 
on the part of the House, Mr. Wilson received 70 votes and 
: Mr. Brown one vote. James ©. Wilson having received a 
majority of all the votes cast, was declared, by the Speaker, 
duly elected Commissioner of Claims. ‘The Senate, preceded 
by their President, then retired to their chamber. 

The following communication from His Excellency the Gov- 
ernor, was then taken up; read and referred to the committee 


on Public Debt: 
. EXECUTIVE OFFICE, 4} 
Austin, Texas, 6th August, 1856. f 
Gentlemen of the Senate, 
, and House of Representatives : 

I beg leave again to call your attention to the fact that there 
is a portion of the creditors of the late Republic of Texas, whose 
claims were presented to the Auditor and Comptruller under 
% An Act to provide for ascertaining the debt of the late Re- 
public of Texas,” approved March 20th, 1848, and acknowl- 
edged at par, and another portion whose claims were presented 
in like manner, and acknowledged at 87 45-100 cents on the 
dollar. Theserates were higher than these parties have received 
under the pro rata distribution which has been made of the 
seven and three-quarter millions of dollars by the United States, 
under the Act of Congress of the 28th of February, 1855, and 
the State of Texas still owes these parties the sum of one hun- 
dred and twenty-three thousand, two hundred and seventeen 
dollars and fifty-six cents, over and above the amount they 
have received under that pro rata disttibution, according to our 
own acknowledgment, as evidenced by the certificates of the 
Anditor and Comptroller, and approved by an Act of the 
Legislature. 
| In proof of what is here stated, you are respectfully referred 

to the report of the Comptroller of Public Accounts of this State, 
dated 28th of November, 1855. T 
| _ These parties have a’ just claim on the State for this differ- 
Ų enee. It is true they have consented to the settlement 
| which has been made; they have received their pro rata of the 
| fond distributed among the creditors, and have filed their re- 
leases of all claims against Texas ‘and the United States. We 
| might plead these releases against this claim, but: would it. be 
| honorable for the State ot Texas to do this while her own stat- 
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ute book contains an acknowledgment that she owes the 
amount? i 

When I recommended the acceptance of the Act of Cougregs 
-for the settlement of this debt, it was accompanied with a-re- 
commendation that the amount should also be paid. 

Texas has already received into her Treasnay the sum of two 
hundred and ninety-nine thousand, ‘one hundred and forty dol- 
lars and ninety-seven cents, under the Act of Congress referred 
to, from which it was supposed she would pay the difference 
Que to these creditors. 


When we shall have paid this amount, we shall stand before 
the world, in the proud attitude of having paid every dollar of 
our revolutionary debt. Leave this unpaid, and our enemieg 
will point to our own statute book for proof that we have failed 
to pay $123,217.56-100 which we acknowledge that we justly 
owe. E M. PEASE. 

Mr. Throckmorton presente’ a bill to amend the 8th section 
of an act to encourage the construction of Railroads in Texas 
by donations of land, approved, January 30th, 1854. 

Mr, Waelder moved to refer the bill to the committee on 
Internal Improvements — Lost, and bill was then ordered to be 
engrossed—rule suspended—read third time and passed by the 
following vote: 

Yras.—Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, Bell, Bon- 
ner, Brown, Burress, Busby, Cleveland of B., Dalr yinple, 


‘Dancy, Darden of C., Dennis, Dickson of G,, Dougherty, Ec- 


tor, Bllison, Francis Gaines, Galloway, Greén, Hale, Hooker, 
Junker, King, Kittrell, Latham, Lawhon, Martin of H., Mart- 
tin of L, McClanahan, McCown, McMillin, Melton, Merriek, 
Moore, Norton, Owings, Parker of A. , Parker of T. , Parsons, 
Pettus, Poag, Randolph, Reeves, Richardson, Runnels, Rush- 
ing, Sayles; ‘Selman, S haw, ‘Shepard, Smith of Harris, Smith 
of Harrison, Stedman, Sullivan, Tarlton, Taylor, Throckmor- 
ton, Thompson, Tompkins, White, Williams of S. A., Witt, 
Wood and Worsham.—%7. 
-~ Nays.—Messrs. Davis, Dickson of R. R., Pollock, Stout, 
Waelder and West.—-6. 

‘Mr. Bell offered the following resolution: : 

Resolved, That the Senate concurring, this Legislature will 
adjourn sine die, on Monday the. 18th; inst- 

Mr. Reeves moved to lay resolution on the. tablo—Lost. bi 

- Mr. Poag offered the following-amendment:. + 

Amend by striking out tth, and iaei thereof, ingert ‘the 
ist Monday in Septemb.” - slos a 
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Mr. Stedman moved to lay the amendment on the table, 
The House refused to lay on the table, by the following vote: 

Yxas.—Messrs. Speaker, Ardrey,Bell, Crosby, Darden of G., 
Davis, Dennis, Dickson of G., Dougherty, Ector, Galloway, 
Green, Hale, Hooker, King, Lawhon, McClanahan, Melton, 
Norton, Sayles, Stedman, Taylor, Truehart, Waelder, Witt 
and Wood.—26. a 

Nays.—Messrs, Adrian, Arnold, Bonner, Brown, Burress, 
Busby, Cleveland of B., Cleveland of L., Cook, Dalrymple, 
Dancy, Darden. of C., Dickson of R. R., Ellison, Francis, 
Gaines, Junker, Kittrell, Latham, Martin of H., Martin of £., 
McCown, MeMillia, Merrick, Middleton, Moore, Ochiltree, 
Owings, Parker of A. Parker of T., Parsons, Pettus, Poag, 
Pollock, Randolph, Reeves, Richardson, Runnels, Rushing, 
Selman, Shaw, Smith of Harris, Smith of Harrison, Stout, 
Sultivan, Tarlton, Throckmorton, Thompson, Tompkins, West, 
White, Williams of S. A. and Worsham-—-53. 

Mr. Stedman offered the following amendment to resolu- 
tion: strike ont “ist Monday in September,” and insert “ 25th 
day of December next,;”—laid on the table. 


-On motion of Mr. Burress, the previous question was ordered 
by s vote of 40 yeas to 84 nays—and the question being on 
adoption of Mr. Poag’s amendment, the same was put and 
amendment was adopted by the following vote: 

Yras—Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, Bonner, 
Brown, Burress, Busby, Cleveland of B., Cleveland of r, 
Cook, Dalrymple, Darden of ©., Darden of G., Davis, Ector, 
EitHison, Francis, Gaines, Junker, Kittrell, Latham, Martin of 
l., Martin of L., McMillin, Merrick, Middleton, Moore, Ochil- 
= tree, Owings, Parker of T., Parsons, Pettus, Poag, Pollock, 
$ Reeves, Richardson, Runnels, Rushing, Sayles, Smith of Harris, 
Smith of Harrison, Stout, Tarlton, Throckmorton, Thompsen, 
Waelder, West, White, and Williams of S. A..—51. 

‘Nays—Messrs. Bell, Crosby, Dancy, Dennis, Dickson of .R. 
R., Dickson of G., Dougherty, Galloway, Green, Hale, Hooker, 
King, Lawhon, McClanahan, Melton, Norton, Parker of A., 
Randolph, Selman, Shaw, Shepard, Stedman, Sullivan, Taylor, 
‘Tompkins, Triehart, Witt, and Wood—28s. 

Mr. Ector offered the following amendment: 

Strike out “the ist Monday in September,” and insert “the 
last Monday in August.” , 

On motion, laid on the table. 

‘Mr. Randolph offered the following amendment: 
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Strike out “Ist Monday in September,” and insert “ 25th 
“‘August,—laid on the table by a vote of 49 yeas to 29 nays. 
Mr. Dickson of G., moved to lay the resolutions on the table. 
House refused to lay on the table by the following vote: 
* Yuas—Messrs. Bell, Burress, Crosby, Dalrymple, Dennis, 
‘Dickson of G., Dougherty, Ector, Ellison, Galloway, Green, 
Hale, Hooker, King, Lawhon, Melton, Norton, Parker of A., 
. Parker of T., Randolph, Rushing, Selman, Shaw, Shepard, 
Smith of Harrison, Smith of N., Stedman, Sullivan, Tarlton, 
. Taylor, Truehart, West, Witt, Wood, and Worshain,—36. , 
Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Bonner, Brown, 
Busby, Cleveland of B., Cleveland of L., Cook, Dancy, Dar- 


-den of C., Darden of G., Davis, Dickson of R. R., Francis, 


Gaines, Junker, Kittrell, Latham, Martin of H., Martin of L., 
McClanahan, McMillin, Merrick, Middleton, Moore, Ochiltree, 
-Owings, Pettus, Poag, Pollock, Reeves, Richardson, Runnels, 
Sayles, Smith of Harris, Stout, Throckmorton, Thompson, 
Tompkins, Waelder, Williams of S5. A.—42, i 

-On motion of Mr. Pettus the previous question was ordered, 
which being the adoption of the resolution as amended, the 
same was put and resolution adopted by the following vote : 
- . Yxas—Messrs, Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, Bell, Bon- 
'ner, Brown, Busby, Cleveland of B., Cleveland of L., Cook, 
Dalrymple, Darden of C., Darden of G., Davis, Dickson of R. 
R., Ector, Ellison, Francis, Gaines, Junker, Kittrell, Latham, 
.Lawhon, Martin of H., Martin of L., McCown, Merrick, 
Middleton, Moore, Ochiltree, Owings, Parker of T., Parsons, 
Pettus, Poag, Pollock, Reeves, Richardson; Runnels, Rushing, 
Selman, Smith of Harris, Stout, Throckmorton, Thompson, 
Tompkins, Waelder, White, and Williams of 8. A.—50. 

‘Nays—Messrs. Burress, Crosby, Dancy, Dennis, Dickson of 
.G., Galloway, Green, Hale, Hooker, King, McClanahan, 
Melton, Norton, Parker of A., Randolph, Sayles, Shaw, 
Shepard, Smith of Harrison, Smith of N., Stedman, Taylor, 
Truehart, West, Witt, Wood, and Worsham.—27. 

On motion of Mr. Tarlton, the orders of the day and business 
on the Speaker’s table was taken up. 

Mr. Randolph, one of the Committee on Enrolled Bills, 
made the following report: 
a Austin, August 7th, 1856, 
To the Hon. H. P. Bee, f i 

Speaker of the House of Representatives. . 
The joint Committee on Enrolled Bills have examined a 
joint resolution in relation to the present perilous situation of 
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E on. -David S.-Terry,. now a prisoner in California, and find 
™ ihe same correctly enrolled and properly signed by the Presi- 
Š dent of the Senate and Speaker of the House of Representa- 
f ives; and-was this day presented to the Governor. 


B .Mr.-Darden of Q., chairman of the Committee on Enrolled 


Z Bills, made the following report :- 
oo : COMMITTEE Room, t 
E l . AUSTIN, August 6th, 1856. 

E : To the Hon. H. P. Bee, e 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, 

Í The joint Committee on Enrolled Bills have examined “A, 
$ Bill to be entitled an act to provide for the investment of the 
E special school fund in the bonds of railroad companies, incor- 
E porated by the State,” which is correctly enrolled and having 
been properly signed, was this day presented to the Governor. 
E On motion of Mr. Stedman, the House adjourned till 84 
Fo’clock, A. M., to-morrow. ; 


+ 


House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
i Austin, August 8th, 1856. 


House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum. 


Bpresent. Journal of yesterday, read and adopted. 


Mr. Bonner offered the following amendment to the Journal . 


Bof the 29th of July: 


I “After ‘Wideman, in reportof Shaw, Chairman of Com: 
Bnittes on Private Land Claims No. 1, insert ‘on motion of 
Mr. Bonner, the rule was suspended, and a bill for relief of Solo- 
Boon Wideman a up, a zie time, and ordered to be 
mougrossed—rule further suspended, read third ti a 
Ba Adopted. a ? ; = a 
# On motion of Mr. Ector, a substitute for a Senate bill for 
mclief of John B. Gaines, "took the reading of ee T 
Bnd was referred to Committee No 2 on Private Land Claims. 
$ Mr. McMillin moved to suspend the rule, and take from the 
Ppeaker’s table all bilis to create new ceunties—Lost. 

4 PETITIONS. 

$ Mr. Latham presented the petition of A. Glairke; referred to 
$ Select Committee of 5, ; ` 

f Mr. Ellison presented the petition of W. Maul; referred to 
®ommittee on Claims and Accounts. 


REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES. 


|} Mr. Ochiltree, Chairman of Committee on J udiciary, re- 
ported, recommending the indefinite postponement of a Senate 
a 22 l 
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“biH to prevent the killing of cattle and hogs ruhning-at large. 


$38 


Report received. 

Mr. Adrian, one of the Committee on Public Lands, mada:s 
report, recommending the passage of a Senate bill to.validate a 
‘survey and patent upon the headright certificate of John: R. 
Rodgers. 

Repert received. 

Mr, Shaw, Chairman of Committee No.1 on Private Land 
Claims, reported, recommending the passage of a Senate bill $ 
for the relief of Henry Applewhite. 4 


Report received. . . 
Mr. Cleveland of L., Chairman of Committee No. 2 on Pri- 


vate Land Claims, made the following reports : ; 
ecommending the rejection of a Senate bill for the relief ot § 
Elijah B. Thomas, for want of evidence. _ l 
And the pasbage of a Senate bill to authorize and require the & 
issuance of patents on certain surveys in Peters’ Colony. - | 

And the passage of a Senate bill for the relief of Richard § 
Alderson. | 

And a Senate bill for the relief of Powhattan Archer. — | 

And a Senate bill for the reliefof the heirs of Vincente Soto. $ 

Reports received. 

And reported, asking the re-reference of a bill for the reliefy 

' of Thos. Price, Geo. A. Price, and Thos. W. Price, to Judiciary 
Committee—report adopted, and reference made. 

Mr. Ector, one of Committee No. 2 on Private Land Claims $ 
reported, recommending the passage of a bill for the reliet off 
John B. Gaines. 

Report received. 

Mr. Randolph, one of the Committee on Enrolled bills, re 
ported the following bills correctly enrolled, properly signed 
_ and are before the Governor for his approval: . 

A bill for the relief of Elijah Votaw. 

A bill for the relief of Sarah A. Cook. 

A bill for the relief of Wesley M. Selman. 

A bill for the relief of James M. Monroe. 

A bill for the relief of W. W. O. Stanfield. 

A bill to amend the second section of an Act to incerporal 


the town of Rusk. 
A bill to incorporate Waco Female Academy. 
A bill to incorporate Live Oak Ledge No. 54, I. O. O. F. 
A bill to incorporate Wildey Lodge No. 21, 1.0. O. F. 
A bill to grant toll privileges to Matthew W orrell for buildin 


a bridge across the Navasota River. 
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A bill to amend an Act to incorporate the town of Quitman, 

A bill supplementary to, and amendatory of, an Act to anthor- 
ze and require the county Court of the county of Brazoria to 
establish, discontinue and regulate Public Roads. 

And a bill supplementary to an Act incorporating the La- 
yaca Navigation Company. 

Report accepted. 

Mr. Smith of Harris, Chairman of Committee on Public Debt, 


E -geported, asking to be discharged from the further consideration. 


of the petition of Mrs. Angelina B. Eberly. 

Report received. . ; 

“And, asking to be discharged from the further consideration 
of the petition of M. Arrocha de Belden. 

Report received. 

Also asking the re-reference of the petition of Jackson Smith, 
to the Cemmittee No. 2.on Public Land Claims. 

Report adopted. And, 
_ Recommended the rejection of a bill for the relief of Jas. 

Riley— Report received. 
| Mr. Gaines, Chairman of Committee on Roads, Bridges and 
| Ferries, made the following reports: Asked to be discharged 
Í from the further consideration of a bill to amend the 24th and 
| 26th sections of an Act authorizing and requiring the County 
| Court to regulate Roads, appoint Overseers, &c., approved 
a February 4th, 1854. 
$ Report received. 
f Recommended the passage of a Senate bill to incorporate the 
| Neches River Causeway Company—Report received. 


Recommended the passage of a bill to establish a causeway 


Í across the Neches River Swamp at Beaumont—Report re- 


f ceived. 


| On motion of Mr. Junker, the reportand bill-taken up, report 
| adopted, and bill ordered to be engrossed —rule further sus- 
£ pended, bill read 3rd time, and passed by. a two-third vote. 

£ Mr. Gaines, Chairman of Committee also reported recom- 


pret 


T mending the passage of a Senate. bill to incorporate the Austin - 


į City Bridge Company. 

| On motion of Mr. West, the rule was suspended and bill and 
$ report taken up—report adopted,.and bill passed to 3rd read- 
į ing—rule further suspended, bill read 3rd time, and passed by 
$ atwo-third vote. 

| Amessage was received from the Senate announcing to the 
| House the passage of the following bills, originating in the Sen- 

| ates 
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A bill granting certain real estate to the City.of Austin, 

“A bill for the relief of Jas. H. Battle. . 

- A bill to authorize the Chief Justice of Tarrant, county: to Qr- 
der an election for tbe location of the county site of ‘Tarrant 
- county. 

A bill to repeal an Act for the relief of Carlos Espalier. And, 

A bill to incorporate the Henderson and Logansport Rail- 


-road Company. And, 


The passage of the following bills originating in the House: 
A bill for the-relief.of Samuel O. ees heirs, R. G. 
Dunlap, and Carmel Mancheca. 
To locate the site of Justice vf Angelina county. : 
A bill to confirm titles issued-to W. Stanley. 
_ A bill to authorize the county Court of McLennan county to 


“levy a special tax for two years. 


A bill to incorporate Cartmell Lodge No. 39, I.0. 0. F. 

A bill to incorporate Jamestown Academy. 

A bill to amend the second section of an Act to incorporate 
the Dallas Bridge and Causeway Company. 

And a Joint Resolution to incorporate the officers of the late 
. Navy of Texas into the Navy of the United States. 

And that the Senate had.passed the House’s-substitute for a 
. bill supplemental to an Act to incorporate the Aransas Road 
, Company, approved February 16th, 1852. 

BILLS AND RESOLUTION S. 


Mr. Ector introduced a bill to authorize the county court of 
. Rusk county to grant letters of administration on the estate of 
Rolling Hall, deceased, late of Cherokee county; read 1st and 
2nd times, and referred to J udiciary committee. 

Mr. Burress introduced a bill to prevent Stallions and Jacks 
from running at large; read Ist and 2nd times, and referred to 
Judiciary committee. 

Mr. Waelder introduced a bill to authorize District Surveyor 
to appoint Deputies with power to do official acts and sign ofi 
. cial papers; read Ist and 2nd times, and referred to Judiciary 
committee. 

Mr. Witt nudie a bill to amend the 2nd section of al 
Act to incorporate the town of Dallas; read Ist and 2nd times 
and referred to committee on State Affairs. 

Mr. Waelder introduced a billto exempt District Surveyor 
and their Deputies from Jury duty; read 1st and 2nd times 
and referred to Judiciary committee. 

ORDERS OF THE DAYS. 
Mr, Poag moved to suspend the rule, and take up a Senat 
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| pill tò authorize County Courts to furnish offices, for Sheriffs, 
E District Surveyors, &c.—Lost. 

| A-Ddill to repeal an Act, prohibiting the sale of - spirituous ; 

= liquors within five miles of the town of Marshall—taken up. 4 i 
$ Mr. Burress offered a substitute for the bill. 

| Mr. Tarlton moved an indefinite postponement of the bill l 
= and substitute, 

a The yeas and nays being called, the bill and substitute were? 
a postponed by a vote of 36 yeas to 25 nays. 
= Mr. Burress moved a reconsideration of the vote just taken, ° 
= which, on motion of Mr. Pettus, was laid on the table. a 

£ Mr. Shaw. Chairman of Committee No. 1 on Private Land‘ ; 
I Claim, made the following report: . 

o Committre Room, August 8th, 1856. 

E Zo the Honorable H. P. Bee, 
4 Speaker of the House of Representatives : : 
| The Committee on Private Land Claims No 1, to whom. 
E bas been referred innumerable bills, petitions and memorials, 
Í asking for lands, would most respectfully return to the House, 

| without action or examination, the following, viz : 


oe 


{ 
4 
| 
| 


4 ‘PETITIONERS’ NAMES. [Pr’s{B’Lgj | PETITIONERS’ NAMES. lpr’s| (BLE, i 
í Jobn H. Franklin, 1 Jno Jones’ heirs, B oa 
f Stanford Lindséy’s heirs, 1|//Marion Woodward, | 21> 
E Jacob-Knapp, 2\\N. B. Water’s heirs, ‘29 i 
= Joseph Dreud, l 8i|Lewis Latham, t 1122 
£ John C. Clark, 4|| Frs co Antn’o de Los Rios, 180) : 
Í David R. Jones, 5|J. O. Ellis, i311} 
= Thomas William’s heirs, 6||W. Marvin’s heirs, 28. 
E Vaulton Childer’s heirs, 7\|James Perkins, is |32 ; 
© A bill requiring land claims | E. O. Legrand, 38T 
$ tobe located and surveyed Joshua Wright, > J84 
§ ina certain time, 8| Andrew Smalley’s heirs, |85 
E Owen Shaw, _ | 91/Wm. O. Barnum, 36}; > 
a Henry Linney, 2|) ||James E. Mann, 24 i 
= James Fitzgerald, 3} ||Thomas George, 37 k 
k R. B. Andrews, 4) |;Elhanan Gibb’s heirs, 38 
$ W. A. Provine, 5) 1|Benj. F. Walker’ 391; 
£ John W. McElroy, . 10i Wm. F. Howthe; | 20 
$ Josiah D. Turmer, | 11\|Ellen Murphy et al, 401 ` 
John Sander’s heirs, | |12| Lewis Rector, | 26 
a R.A. Powdrill, | 118||James Brown, “i SH2T 
J. H. Aaron’s heirs, : 6| |'Chas. Crouch, Alli. 
John Atkinson, 14|| Jno. O'Brian’ s heirs. 28 
g John Gregory, n Florinda Dixon, | 129 ) 
g Meal Scurlock’s heirs, Anson Prewett, | 130. 


` James R. Tanner or Ass’n, 
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William little, Jr., | Thomas Russell, 


William H. H. Frensly, W. W. Wallingford, 
D. M. Morrison, i 
Naney- Hughes, Thos. W. Uzzell, 
John Bellah’s heirs, = {11} |J. J. E. Gregory, 
Archibald Smother’s heirs,j12} ||Sarah-Ann Estes, 
Richard C. Allen, 13; ||Fllington Dickey’s heirs, - 
George Dietz, - {14} ||Daniel McKinney’s heirs, 


7 

Harmon G. Harrison, William Moore, 
9 

17\|\J. A. Sherbyrn, 
10 


James Dougherty, "715; ||Benj. Stoner’s heirs, 
Felix G. Lovells, 16| ||Edward B. Davis, 
Samuel Goode, 17) ||Francis Lopez, 

James McMahon, 18| |\John W. Frith’s heirs, 
Benj. Bedford, 19; ||Ann Riley, 

B. J. Stacks, 20; ||Jabez B. Capell, 

Jobn W. Hale, 21| |i Rebecca Beeby, 

Moses Townsend, 22) ||Hiram Owens, 

A: J. Harrison, J23! ||Evander Williams et al, 
Benj.- Beeson’t heirs, 181S. L. Wheeler, . 
Ambros Douthel, 24| ||John Creager’s heirs, 


Jas. C. Early’s heirs, 


19||Everett Harris, 
Jas. Anderson’s heirs, 


20||Alex. Armstrong, 


Solomon Seals, 25; ||Ralph Gilpin, 
Jno. F. Gilbert, 26| |iRobt. P. Crockett, Report. 
Robt. Barr’s heir, 127| ld. Douglass Brown, Report. 


Mr. Cleveland of L., Chairman of Public Land Committee: 
No. 2, made the following report : 

CommitTrE Room, August Ist, 1856. 
To the Honorable H. P. Bee, 
of the House of Representatives : 

The Committee on Private Land Claims No. 2, te whom 
has been referred the following bills, petitions and memorials. 
originating in the House, asking for land, would most respect- 

y return the same to the House, without action or examina- 
tion. the following. viz : 


PEITIONRRS’ NAMES. ipr’s'B’Ls! | PETITIONERS’ NAMES. jPr’s} (p's @ 
. Mosely Baker, by Adm’r, | 1| ||Henry S. Spencer, heirs of |23. 
. William Long, 1||Joseph Cook—memorial, {24 
< Gardan and Anna Hovey, | 2} {|Allen Williams, 12 
, „Mary Langford, 3} ||Dan’] H. Vail, 25 
Patrick O’ Donnell, 2||Peter Garland, etal, 26 
: James Moore, 4; ||Jno. S. Brooks, heirs of |27 
_, Malinda Morris or Assignee, 


3||Martha Bremen, — 28 
| 4||\Jehu Graham, heirs of 29 
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Jno. Bowen, by Adm’r, |22 


PETITIONERS’ NAMES. lpr’s B'LSII PETITIONERS’ MANES. (PT8! [BL 
Joshua Barstow, heirs of 15 |Chas. N. Barrier, 30 
Wiliam L. Sargent, 5| l'Henry Vincent, heirs of {81 
Jerrett Bull, 6| |C. K. Ham, 32 
Dorothy G. Gold, et al, 7) {!Squire Haggard, 33 
Benjamin T. Ellis, 6||Francis W. Harris, 34 
D. Thompson, heirs of 8} ` ||James Dixon, 35 
John Graves, 9 Joseph Jones, heirs of 36 
Robert Hunter, heirs of |10| ||Robt. Collins, 37 
F. D. O’Kelly’s application A: B. Sellsman, heirs of {38 

for Colony certificate, |11| ||Archibald Hotchkiss, 39 
James Lasly, heirs of 7||Benj. Hubert, 40 
William Spear, heirsof |12| ||J. Ignacio Travieso, 15 
Rush Jameson, heirs of 8||Hatden Loose, 41}| 
‘Susannah T. Farris,memor’l,|13) ||F. G. Secrest—papers, 

Annette G. Osborne, 14|) ||Alex. Lacy Ass’n., 16 
Joseph Denson, 115) ||Sam’l Story, heirs of 42 

J. Porter Brown, heirs of |16| ||Fleming Scrutchfield, 43 
Loyal Case, 17! ||Jonathan B. Frost, heirs of} (17 
Chrishanna Christy, 18| |William G. McDaniel, 18 
F. M. Brown, - ‘| OJ. B. & D. R. Wortham, 144 
Ransom Heaton. heirs of 10| Samuel Goode, 45 
Robert Hodges, 11||Adam M. Seef, 46 
Susan G. Anderson, 19| ||Thomas George, AT 
Elisha Roundtree, heirs of Elizabeth Tay, heirs of 

M. W. Dikes, Report from Senate’s Chair- 

Thos. Harvel, 121 


man, John B. Gaines, 


Your Committee suggest that these applications should be 
prosecuted before the Court of Claims, under the “Act to ascer™ 


tain the legal claims for land and money against the State, d 


passed during the present session of the Legislature. 
It was to relieve the Legislature of this labor that said law 


was enacted ; and as every applicant can prosecute his claim un- 
der this provisions of that Act, your Committee insist that the 
Legislature ought not to take further action in relation to said 
claims. They therefore, report the bills and memorials above 
Mentioned, back to the House, without prejudice thereto, and 
ask to be discharged from further consideration of the same, 


re * pings 
ye 
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that they may -be prosecuted, if desirable, before the proper 
tribunal established for that purpose. 
Signed, - C. L. CLEVELAND, Chairman. 
J. L. TROUEHART. - £ 
> DAN'L. MoMILLIN. 
H. P. HALE. 
J. M. COOK. 
M. D. ECTOR. e 
J. G. DICKSON. r 

- Mr. Dalrymple called up a bill for the relief of the heirs o 
Matthias Wilbarger—ordered to be engrossed—rule suspended, 
bill read 8rd time, and passed. . 

. Mr. Hooker called up a bill to legalize surveys made in Hunt 
county, by John Granger, between the Ist day of August, 1851, 
and 1852—ordered to be engrossed—rule suspended, read’ 3rd 
time and passed. os 

Mr, Pettus called up a Senate bill for the relief of Richard 
Alderson—passed to a 8rd reading—rule suspended, read 3rd 
time and passed. $ 

Mr. Dennis, Chairman of Committee on Engrossed bills, re- 
ported correctly engrossed, the following bills: | ` i 

A. bill to amend the 8th section of.an Act to encourage the 
construction of Railroads in Texas, by donations of land, ap- 
proved January 30th, 1854. 

À bill for the relief of the heirs of Antonio Fuentes. 

And a bill to incorporate the town of Moscow, and define the 
powers of the same. | 

Mr. Junker called up a Senate bill making an appropriation 
for the payment of a portion of the second class debt of the late 
Republic of Texas—read, and House refused to pass the bill to 
a rd reading. 

Mr. Smith of Harris, moved to reconsider the vote refusing 
to pass the bill to a third reading. 

Mr. Taylor moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
table—Lost, by a vote of 20 yeas to 41 nays. 

The main question was then ordered, which was the vote 
on Mr. Smith of Harris’ motion to reconsider; the same was 
put, and the House refused to reconsider by the following 
vote: 

YzEas—Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Brown, Cleveland of L. 
Davis, Junker, Kittrell, Latham, Owings, Parker of T., Sayles; 
Shepard, Smith of Harris, Sullivan, Throckmorton, Thompson; 
West, and White—18. . 

Nays—Messrs. Ardrey, Bell, Bonner, Charlton, Cook, Dancy; 
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‘Dennis, Dickson of .G., Dickson of R. R., Dougherty, Ector, 
Ellison, Francis, Gaines, Galloway, Green, Hale, Hooker, King’ 
Lawhon, Martin of H., Martin of L., McClanahan, McMillin’ 
Melton, Middleton, Moore, Parker of A., Parsons, Poag, -Pol 
lock, Reeves, Richardson, Runnels,’ Rushing, Selman, Shaw: 
Smith of Harrison, Smith of N., Stedman, Stout, Taylor, Trigg, 
Williams of S. A., Witt, Wood, and Worsham—47. ; 

Mr. Parsons called up a bill to incorporate the Henderson 
and State line Railroad Company. $ 

Mr. Parsons proposed to amend the Ist section by adding as 
Commissioners, the names of H. D. Redwine, Giles S. Boggess, 
Albert Tatum, James Prothro, Jesse Waling, Peter Tipps, Geo. 
eee A: P. Galloway, J. W: Flonig, and M. D. Ector—Adopt- 
ed. : 

Mr. Tarlton proposed to amend as follows: 

To come in after the words “ at or near the State line,” “ or 
at the town of Marshall ”—Adopted. oS 
i Mr. Throckmorton proposed to amend as follows, to come in 
| asa new section, next to the last: os 
| That this Company shall not be entitled to any of the bene- 
| ts of the Act passed at this session of the Legislature pro- 
Í viding for the investment of the special School Fund in the 


m® bonds of Railroad Companies incorporated in this State. 


Er Mr. Steadman moved to lay the amendment on the table— 
| Lost. 

| On motion of Mr. Smith of Harris, the further consideration 
| of the bill was postponed till Thursday next. | 

| <A message was received from the Senate, announcing to the 
E House the passage of a bill for the relief of John Moody. 

€ Anda bill to amend an Act to incorporate the Brownsville 
f and Rio Grande Railroad Company, approved February 7th, 
$ 1853—-both originating in the House. : 
í _ Mr. King called up a bill for the relief of the heirs of Alfred 
| Benton, deceased-—passed to a 3rd reading—rule suspended, 
į read 8rd time and passed. 
Mr. Parker of T., called up “A bill to be entitled an Act to 
$ restore John Roberson to credit ”—read 2nd time and ordered 
| to be engrossed—rule suspended, read 3rd time and passed. ` 
| Mr. Kittrell called up a bill for relief of P. G. Moffatt, and 
| offered a substitute, which was adopted, and ordered to be en- 
| grossed. $ 
; Qn motion of Mr. Kittrell, the Yote on adoption ofthe substi- 
| tute offered by himself, was reconsidered, and substitute with 
| drawn—the bill was then read 2nd time, and ordered to be 
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evgrossed—rule further suspended, read 3rd time and passed. 
Kad the report and bill for relief of W. Birdwell and E, Wyn 


‘ne, re-referred to Committee on Private Land Claims No. 2. 


Mr. Parker of A., called up “ A bill for the relief of the heirs 
of Martin Murchison ”—read 2nd time and ordered.to be engros- 
sed—rule suspended, read 3rd time and passed. 

Mr. Latham.called up a bill to be entitled “ An Act fo re- 
anua the right of the State to certain lands therein named. * 

n motion of Mr. Crosby, the amendment of the Committee 
was adopted, and bill ordered to be engrossed—rule suspended, 
read 3rd time and passed. i 

The Speaker announced the following gentlemen asa Com- 
mittee of Conference on a bill to incorporate the Huntsville 
Railroad Company : - 

Messrs. Kittrell, Gaines and Davis. 

Mr. Davis moved to suspend the rule and take np the Sen- 
ate’s bill on 1st reading— Lost. 

Sh Davis moved to adjourn till 8 o’clock, A. M., tomorrow 
— Lost. i 

ar Davis moved to adjourn till 9 o’clock, A. M., to-morrow 
— Lost. ae . 

Mr. Owings called up a bill for the relief of the heirs of John 
P. Roliers—the amendment of the committee was adopted, and 
bill Peet to 3rd reading—rule suspended, read 3rd time and 

assed. 
ik Adrian moved te adjourn till 8 o’clock, this evening— 
St. i 

Mr. Lawhon called up a bill for the relief of the heirs of Bd- 

ar M. Sanders—passed to a third reading. 
- Mr. Latham moved to re-refer the bill to Commzittee No. 2, 
on Private Land Claims—Lost. : 

On motion of Mr. McClanahan, the previous question was 
ordered, which being the final passage of the bill, the same waé 
put, and passed by the following vote : 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Arnold, Cleveland of `L, 
Darden of C., Darden of G., Dennis, Dickson of R. R., Dough: 
erty, Ellison. Galloway, Hale, Latham, Lawhon, Martin of H, 
Martin of L., McClanahan, McMillin, Melton, Middleton, Moore, 
Norton, Owings, Parker of A., Parsons, Rushing, Selman, Shaw, 
Shepard, Smith of N., Taylor, Trigg, Truehart, Welder, White, 
and Williams of S. A.-—36. 

Nays—Messrs. Bonner, Burress, Busby, Cook, Crosby, Dancy, 
Davis, Ector, Hooker, Kittrell, Ochiltree, Poag, Pollock, Ran 
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|dolpb, Reeves, Smith of Harris, Smith of Harrison, Stedman, 
Stout, Sullivan, Tarlton, Throckmorton, Thompson, and Wood 
E24. 

E On motion of Mr. Stedman, the House adjourned untill 8 
mo’clock, A. M., to-morrow. 


Houses or REPRESENTATIVES, 

f Austin, August 9th, 1856. 

G House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
mpresent—journal of yesterday read and adopted. 


| On motion of Mr. Sayles, the following Senate bills, on their 


first reading, were taken up, read Ist and 2d times and re- 
ferred to the appropriate committees : 

$ Bill for the relief of James H. Battle; referred to Judiciary 
Commit tee. . 

| A bill to authorize the Chief Justice of Tarrant county to 
gorder an election for the location of the county seat of Tar- 
rant Co. ; referred to Committee on County Boundaries. 

| A bill to repeal an act for the relief of Carlos Espalier, ap- 
proved July 17th, 1856; referred to Judiciary Committee. 

| A bill to incorporate the Henderson and Logansport R. R. 
Company; 

í| And a bill granting certain real estate to the city of Austin; 
referred to Committee on State Affairs. 

| My. White, by leave, offered the following resolution : 

l Resolved, That the following be adopted as one of the stand- 
ang rules of this House, viz: When a special order, from any 

ause, shall be deferred, it shall lose its precedence, but may 


me subject, on motion, to be made the special order again at. . 


some future hour, or may be acted upon at the pleasure of the 
miouse,—laid on the table one day for consideration. 
: PETITIONS. ; 
£ Mr. Ellison presented the petition of sundry citizens vf 
Poryell county; referred to Committe on State Affairs, 
í Mr. Dennis presented the petition of M. V. Powell and H. 
P. Powell; referred to Judiciary Committee. ` 
| A message was received: from the Senate, announcing to the 
House that the Senate had appointed Messrs. Grimes, Palmer 
ud Bryan, a Committee of Conference on the amend ments of 


he House to Senate bill to incorporate the Huntsville Rail- 


goad Company. ‘ 5 
REPORTS OFISTANDING COMMITTEES. 
g Mr. Brown; one of Committee on State Affairs, reported 


oe 
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report and bill taken upi“report adopted and bill passed to a 


received; 4 
And the passage of a Senate bill for the relief of Francii 


Blundell.—report received, : 

Mr. Gay moved to suspend the-rule, and take up the bil, $ 
—lost. l ia i Ta a 

On motion of Mr. Ochiltree, the rule was suspended, and afi 
bill to confirm the title issued to W. Stanley taken up, and 
amendments of the Senate concurred in.. | 

Mr. Cleveland of L., chairman of Committee No. 2 on Private 
Land Claims, reported recommending the passage of a Senate 
bill to authorize the Commissioner of the General Land Of@ 
fice to issue a certificate to George Peerman,—report received ™ 

Mr. Dennis, chairman of Committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported correctly engrossed the following bills : 

A bill making appropriation for defraying the expenses oif 
the State Penitentiary. "a 

A bill for the relief of Solomon Wideman. 

And a bill for the relief of John Wideman. 

Report accepted. | 

Mr. Merrick, chairman of Committee on County Botndaries, 
reported recommending the passage of a Senate bill to create 
the county of La Salle, with amendments,—report. received 

Mr. Pettus moved a reconsideration of the vote passing 4 
bill to relinquish land titles West of the Nueces,—lost by 4 
yote of 31 yeas to 34 nays. 

Mr. Gaines, chairman of Committee on Roads, Bridges and 
Ferries, reported recommending the passage of a bill grantin 
compensation to reviewers of roads, —report received; , 

And recommended the passage of a Senate bill to authori 
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Jas. M. Waide to construct a bridge across the Sabine River, 
“report received. ° 7o pi ae 
Mr, Ochiltree, chairman of Judiciary Committee, made. the 
following reports: j 
Recommended the passage-of a Senate bill supplemental to 
| An Act to créate County Courts, passed March 16th, 1848. . 
| Reported a joint resolution amending the Constitution. 
| Recommended the passage of a Senate bill to define the 
| 19th Judicial District. > -«. oe 
| Recommended the indefinite postponement of Senate bill 
| to define the 13th Judicial District, and to define the time of 
| holding Courts therein. ` | . 
| - And the indefinite postponement of a Senate bill to legiti- 
i matize the children of Nathan Holbert and Mary Clementine 
Boulriese., i 
| And the indefinite postponement of a joint resolution to 
| amm@nid the Constitution. 
| Reported a substitute for a bill for the relief of Thomas 
I Price, Geo. A. Price, and Thos. W. Price. 
| On motion of Mr. McClanahan, the rule was suspended, and 
the substitute was taken up and ordered to be engrossed; rule 
further suspended, read 3d time, and passed. . 
Mr, Ochiltree also reported as follows : 
| The Committee on Judiciary have considered the petition 
fof Thos. George, asking for a certificate in lieu of a title 
i issued by Geo. Antonio Nixon to the citizen Chas. S. Horne, 
fhe alleging that said survey was so indefinite that the land ~ 
$ therein designated could not be found, and have directed me 
Bio report that the testimony is not of such a character ag 
would authorize the Committee to report favorably thereon. 
a They would farther state that thé claim is one of that class 
į cognizable before the Court of Claims; they therefore recom- 
f mend its indefinite postponment, and that the applicant have 
[| leave to withdraw his papers,—report received 
£ Also recommended the passage of a bill to authorize the 
f County Court to grant letters of administration on the estate 
tof Rolling Hall, deceased, late of Cherokee Co. 
| ORDERS OF THE DAY. 
j Mz. Ochiltree called up a bill for the relief of the heirs of 
R. F. Millard, and offered a substitute for the bill, which was 
adopted and ordered to be engrossed; rule suspended, read. 3d. 
fme, and passed. 
| A message was received from the Governor. 
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Mr, Bee called up a bill making an appropriation to pa 
portion of the public debt. ra eee 

Mr. Poag moved ‘to postpone the consideration of the bil] 

until Thursday next. 

Mr, Stedman moved the previous question, which was or 
dered by a vote of 55 yeas to 22 nays, and the House refused 
to postpone the bill by a vote of 28 yeas to 49 nays. 

he question being upon the engrossment of the bill, the 
yeas and nays were called and the bill ordered to be engrossed 
by the following vote : 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, Bell, 
Brown, Busby, Cleveland of B., Crosby, Dancy, Darden of C, 


‘Darden of G., Davis, Dennis, Ector, Gaines, Gay, King, Kit. 


trell, Latham, McCown, Moore, Norton, Ochiltree, Owings, 
Parker of T., Parsons, Pettus, Pollock, Randolph, Reeves 
Runnels, Sayles, Shepard, Smith of Harris, Smith of Harrison, 

tedman, Sullivan, Tarlton, Throckmorton, Tompkins, Frue- 
hart, Waelder, and Worsham—44. 

N a ys—Messrs. Bonner, Burress, Charlton, Cook, Dalrymple, 
Dickson of R. R., Dickson of G., Dougherty, Ellison, Francis, 
Galloway, Green, Hale, Hooker, Junker, Martin of H., Martin 
of L., McClanahan, McMillin, Melton, Merrick, Middleton, 
Parker of A., Poag,,Richardson, Rushing, Selman, Shaw, 
Smith of N., Stout, Taylor, Trigg, White, Williams of 8. A, 
Witt, and Wood—36. 


Mr. Bee moved a further suspension of the rule in order t 


pass the bill, —lost. 

Mr. Ellison called up a bill to incorporate Caldwell Lodge 
No, 48, I. O. O. F.; bill ordered to be engrossed, rule suspen ded, 
ead 3d time, and passed by a two-third vote. : 

Mr. Norton called up a bill- to create a new precinct in 
Goliad county ; ordered to be engrossed, rule suspendéd, read 
3d time, and passed. 

Mr. Martin of H., called .up a bill to make valid certain 
surveys made in Henderson county ; passed to a 3d reading, 
rule suspended, read 3d time, and passed. . 

Mr. Latham called up (for Mr. Nichols) a bill for relief o 
P. O’Donnell ; ordered to be engrossed, rule suspended, read 
3d time, and passed. 

A message was received from the Senate, announcing to the 
H ouse that the Senate had passed House’s bills for the relief 
of Andrew Dougherty, and M. K. Sherman, and the following 
pills originating in the Senate : 
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-A bill for the relief of John H. Smithers, 

A Dill for the relief of Willard Richardson. 

‘And a bill to authorize the records of Menard Co. to bé 
transcribed. l 4 
. Mr. Martin of L., called ùp a bill for the relief of Johà 
Howard, and offered a substitute. 

Mr. Poag offered: the following amendment: 

Add to end of first section, and to S. T. Burns six hundred 
and forty acres. 

Qn-motion of Mr. Wood, laid on the table. 

The substitute was then adopted, arid bill ordered to be en- 
grossed; rule suspended, read third time and passed. 

Mr. Moore~called up a bill to validate the acts of L. 8. 
McMicken as deputy County Clerk of Polk county ; read and 
ee to be engrossed—rule suspended, read third time and 

assed. 

Mr. Cleveland of L.—for Mr. Mabry—called up a bill for 
the relief of Anthony Miller, with amendment from committee 
- on claims and accounts, which was adopted and the bill ordered. 
to be engrossed—rule suspended, read third time and passed 
by a two third vote. 

Mr. Middleton calied up a bill for the relief of Isaac N. Cur- 
ry and offered a substitute; substitute was adopted, and bill 
ordered to be engrossed ; rule suspended, read third time and 
passed. . 

Mr. McClanahan called up a bill for the relief of Reese D. 
Price; ordered to be engrossed—rule suspended, read third 
time and passed. 

Mr. Merrick,, under suspension of the rule, called up a bill 
to perfect land titles in Castro’s Colony, approved January 
22d, 1850, with amendments from -committee on public lands ; 
amendments adopted. 

Mr. Ochiltree moved to strike out Gov. Pease wherever it 
occurs in the bill, and insert the Governor of Texas—adopted. 

Mr. Ector offered the following amendment to the bill, to 
come in at the end of section 4th: “ Provided nothing in this 
act would authorize the Commissioner to Issue a certificate 
in any case wherein said Castro has failed to comply with the 
terms of his contract with the Repnblic of Texas. 

- On motion of Mr. Francis, the previous question was order- 
ed, which wason adoption of Mr. Ector’s amendment, and the 
Same was adopted. è 

The question then being on the engrossment of the bill, the 

House refused to engross it by the following vote: 


LPi 
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Yxas.—Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Arnold, Brown, Burress, 
Cleveland of B., Darden of C., Davis, Dennis, Ector, :Gallo- 
way, Gay, King, Kittrell, Latham, Martin of L., McCown, 
McMillin, Merrick, Norton, Ochiltree, Owings, Parker of T., 
satay Smith of Harris, Smith of Harrison, Throckmorton, 

ruehart, Waelder, White and Worsham—31. eden 

Nays.—Ardrey, Busby, Cleveland of L., Cook, Darden of 
G., Dickson of R. R., Dickson of G., Ellison, Francis, Gaines, 
Green, Hale, Hooker, Junker, Lawhon, Martin of H., McClan- 
nahan, Melton, Middleton, Parker of A., Parsons, Poag, 
Sayles, Selman, Smith of N., Stedman, Sullivan, Tarlton, Tay- 
lor, Williams of S. A., and Wood—3l. 

Mr. McCown called up a joint resolution, making Corpus 
Christi a port of entry ; read 3d time and passed. ‘eh 

Mr. Melton called up a bill for the relief of Ethan Melton ; 
read, and l 

*On motion of Mr. Davis, it wae referred to the committee on 


„claims and accounts. 


Mr. McMillin called up a bill to attach a portion of Fall 
county, including Elm Creek, to Bell county; read 2nd time 
and orderdered to be engrossed ; rule suspended, read 3d time 
and passed. ; i i 
« Mr. Busby objected to the passage of the bill. 
` Mr. Parker of T., presented; by leave, a protest of the citi- 
zens of Tarrant county, against the removal of the county seat 
of said county with other documents on the same subject; re 
ferred to committee on counties and county boundaries. 

The following message of His Excellency the Governor, was 
then taken from the Speaker’s desk; read and referred to a joint 
committee of three, appointed by the Speaker. 

CommittrE Room, 
Aug, 12th, 1856. 
To the Honorable H. P. Bee, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
The committee on Public Debt, to whom was referred the 


‘pill entitled “an act to grant Land Scrip to Samuel St. John, 


‘Jr.,” having had the same under consideration, have instructed 
-me to report, that the following facts are established before the 
committee. 

That Mr. St. John did, in the year 1835, donate to the Pro- 
visional Government of Texas, the sum of one thousand dol 
lars, and again in 1856, prior to the battle of San Jacinto, did 
donate the further sum of five thousand dollars, as is fully es 
tablished by the following correspondence, to wit : 


a B Mosr, 22d Febraary, 1836. 

| His. Eucellency Henry Sm’th, i 
poe Governor of Texas: - 

, Sir: On this memorable day, dear to the heart of every 
| American, who wonld venerate the memory of the “ Father of 
his Country,” I would beg leay¥e to offer the people of Texas 
a donation of five thousand, dollars, to aid them in their pre- 
E sent struggle for Liberty; a struggle to free them from the 
Í shackles of usurpation, and lawless Tyranny ! 

| > Your order, or that of the proper officer of the Texan Gov- 


E ernment, on McKinney & Williams, will be duly honored for - 


i that amount. 
| It is known to many of the early settlers in Austin’s Colony, 
that in 1832, at the solicitation of Samuel M. Williams, I 
| visited that Colony. Ican scarcely express the delight I ex- 
Í perienced in viewing the “ Garden of America." The most 
$ beautiful Parks in England, cultivated at great expense, never 
‘excited the pleasurable sensations which pervaded my breast 
in witnessing “ natur’es productions ” in the “ clustered prairies” 
of Texas. i 
| The mines of wealth embodied in her soil, only needing the 
E tand of North American industry to bring them forth, struck 
ime most forcibly, and as cotton appears to be the most desira- 
ble and profitable product, I endeavored to stimulate the set- 
Bilers to a rivalry in good cultivation and preparation of that 
particle, by offering Premiums for the best crops of cotton, pro- 
curing the best cotton gins, &c. 
í I hope the importance of this subject may induce the Gov- 
meroment, when they shall have been relieved from their threat-. 
ped oppression, to turn their attention to the matter, and by 
Wiering, through agricultural Societies or otherwise, premiums 
gor the best crops, from the smallest to the largest, thus estab- 
mish the character of Texas’ cotten as pre-eminent abroad, as 
mer soil is superior to her - neighbors, for the cultivation of the 
gereatest staple upon earta! 
| Wishing the people of Texas, entire success in their threaten- 
ad overthrow by Santa Anna, 
| I am most respectfully, l 
Your obedient servant, 


SAMUEL ST: JOHN, Jr., 
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- DEPARTMENT OF STATE. ? 
Verasco, Ist June,1836. 


Samuel St. John, Esg; 
Str: I am instructed by the President and Cabinet of the 


Government of Texas, to say to you, that we have viewed your 
conduct with pleasure, and are impressed with a sense of the 
liveliest gratitude for the repeated evidences of disinterested 
liberality, which our country has received at your hands. 

In times of general prosperity, the Capitalist who advances 
funds to a Government, deserves nothing more than a fair re- 
muneration for his loan. 

But, when an infant Republic, just sprung into existence, 
without a Government at home, or credit abroad, is compelled 
to carry on a defensive war against a powerful Tyrant, whose 
watch-word was “ Extermination,” and whose march is traced 
by the desolation which is left behind him.—When a cloud of 
the most dark and angry character was lowering over us— 
when “ hope deferred,” had almost sunk into despondency— 
the man who like you, could make such liberal donations, de- 
serves and receives a Nation’s gratitude. 

But for the frequent and well timed aid, which you, and 
such as you, have so liberally afforded, it is scarcely probable 
that we could have sustained the war up to this period, and 
Texas, the fairest portion of the Continent, might now have 
been what Santa Anna had threatened to make it, ‘a howling 
wilderness !” 

It affords us, however, pleasure to inform you, that a very 
short time has produced a most fortunate change in the aspect 
of our affairs, and we have every reason to hope for the speedy 
termination of the war. 

Should your inclination ever lead you to Visit our country, 
you will find that your conduct has made impressions 
which will not be obliterated by time, or forgotten in the hout 
of good fortune. i 


Please accept the assurances of my high consideration ani 
WM. H. JACK. 


regard. l 
Secretary of State. 
The committee had before them, duly certified copies of tht 


above letters from the Departinent of State. 
They had also the following letter from Thomas F. McKinney, 


Esq., of Texas, (formerly agent of the Republic) addressed ! 


sundry members of this Legislature. 
GALVESTON, i7th July, 1856. 


Gentlemen :—Having met Mr. St. John, and conversed wil 
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| him upon the subject of his father’s services to Texas in 1836, and 
| knowing he had received only the principal, without interest, of 
| his advances to Texas, and that in land scrip; I suggested to him, 
| that Thad no doubt the Legislature would cheerfuly pay the 
| interest, upon examination of the facts, which are as fullows: 
| Mr. St. John was then one of the most prosperous merchants 
| of the South, and at a meeting in Mobile, he donated for the 
| aid of Texas, one thousand dollars. 

Subsequently, I was sent to New Orleans to try and negotiate 


a loan, in which I failed. 
| Imet Mr. St. John, who upon being advised of the great 
| necessity then pressing upon Texas, and want of funds, 
| promptly, without any solicitation on my part, donated an ad- 
| ditional five thousand dollars; both or these amounts were in- 
| tended by Mr. St. John as donatidfis. He was prosperous— 
| Texas poor; since when, circumstances have changed, Mr. 
| St. John has lost his health, his fortune, and the vigor of hig 
| once powerful mind and body. 
| Iwas a member, at the time Mr. DeCordova asked for tha 
Land Scrip. It gave me more pleasure to support it, than I 
| recollect to have derived from the passage of any bill during 
that session. Iasked Mr. DeCordova why he did not also in- 
| clude the interest, to which he replied, ‘‘ he was afraid it would 
inot pass.” I have suggested to Mr. St. John, that the payment 
of interest was equally just, and as his father really needed it, 
| he ought to ask for it. 
If you think with me, I shall feel obliged to you, to support 
ja bill to pay it in lands, or otherwise, as Mr. St. John may re- 
| quest. Most truly, Your friend and servant, 
o THOMAS F. McKINNEY. | 
| Your committee, having investigated the subject, and given 
itits due consideration, have prepared a substitute for the. bilt, 
E In presenting it, however, they do not offer is as a pay- 
iment for interest upon a claim. 
| But as the donations of Mr, St. John were generous and vol- 
untary tributes to the cause of Liberty, at a critical period, 
and without any intention of presentiug them as claims, and 
as no adeqnate reimbursement has been made, they consider 
him entitled to the manifestation of gratitude, evinced by the 
accompanying bill, which they have prepared, and now here- 
with submit, respectfully recommending its passage. -> 
| All of which is submitted. 
SMITH, of Iarris, 
Chairman. 
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On motion of Mr. Stedman the House adjourned till 8 o’clock 


House oF REPRESENTATIVES 
Austin, August 11th, 1856. 
‘House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present. Journal of yesterday read and adopted. 
‘Phe Speaker announced the following Select Committees : 
On Petition of A Glairke: 
-Messrs.. Latham, Norton, Gay, Reeves and Lawhon. 
And, Joint Cominittee on Executive Communication, for. re 
:dief of Swenson & Fisher: 
_Messrs, Charlton, Williams of L., and Brown. 
PETITIONS. +, 

Mr. McCown presented the petition ofthe heirs of McGowan 
—referred to Committee on Public Lands. 

-Mr. Ochiltree presented the petition of J. Green Brown ; re 
“ferred to Committee No. 2 on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Dickson of G., presented the petition of Jas. S. Gillett; 
referred to Committee on Finance. 

Mr. Owings presented the petition of Wheeler & Davidson: 

-referred to Committee on Roads, Bridges and -ferries. 
Mr. Parker of T., presented the memorial of sundry citizen 
-of Tarrant county; referred to Committee on County Boundaries 
‘On motgn of Mr. Worsham, the rule was suspended, and 
bill for infect of Alex. Lacy, Assignee of David McIver 
taken up—a substitute for the bill was adopted, rule further sus 
pended, bill read 8rd time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Ochiltree, the rule was suspended, and 
bill to amend the 9th section of an Act concerning free person 
of color, approved February 5th, 1840, with reports from Com 
mittee on Slaves and Slavery, recommending amendments 
Amendments of Committee adorted. i 

‘On motion of Mr. Oehiltree, June was stricken out, and N 
vember inserted. 

„Mr. Moore moved to strike out. November, and insert Janu 
-ary, 1857—Adopted. 

Bill then ordered to be engrossed—rule further suspended 
Dill read 3rd time and passed. 

A -message was received from the Senate, announcing to th 
House the passage of Senate bills, for the relief of the heirs ¢ 
Nathaniel Smith. i l 

And a biil supplemental to an Act to incorporate the Tex 
Western Railroad Company, approved February 16th, 1852. 
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On motion of Mr. Sayles, the House proceeded to theconsid: | 
eration of the Penal Coder 
| Mr. Thompson moved the indefinite postponement of the: 
ode; whereupon, the yeas:and nays were called for, and the 
ouge réfused‘to postpone by the following vote: a ae 
| Yuas-—Meéssrs. Davis, Dickson of G., Dickson of R. R. Ector, 
lison, Green, Junkér, Lawhon, McClanahan, Mélton, Norton;- 
Dchiltree, Parsons, Pettus, Poag, Pollock, Richardson, Sted- 
nr Bii Tarlton, Thompson, Trigg, Welder, and Wood: 
$ Nays-—Messrs. Spedker, Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, Bell, Bon: 
er, Brown, Burress, Busby, Cleveland of B,, Cook, Croaby,, 
Dalrymple;Darden of C., Darden of G., Dennis, Dougherty, 
francis, Galloway, Hale, Hooker, King, Kittrell, Martin of H, : 
fartin ot L., McMillin, Merrick; Parker of- A: Parker of T., - 
Randolph, Reeves, - Runnels; Rushing, Sayles, Selman, Shawy i 
hepard, Smith of Harris, Smith of Harrison, Smith of N., 
ullivan, Taylor, Throckmorton, Tompkins, Trnehart; West; 
hite, Williams of L., Williams of S. A., and Wersham—50. 
| Mr. Pettus offered to amend as follows : 74 ue 
Page 101 to follow Art. 390; Article No person shall 
ll, give, or barter away any ardent spirits, to any Cherokee, ; 
hickasaw, Choctaw, or other Indians residing in the Indian : 
jerritory; any person convicted thereof, shall be fined in a: 
im-of not less than ten, nor more than one hundred-dollars. 
g On motion of Mr. Sayles, laid on the table. . 
a Mr. Sayles moved the main question—Lost, by a vote of 35- 
bas to-40 nays. i ; E 
Mr. Pettus proposed to amend by striking out articles, 523:' 
nt 524, on page 140. 
{On motion of Mr. Adrian, laid on the table. 


= Mr. Randolph proposed to amend by striking out 4th article; ; 
ge 213—Adopted. 
Mr. Randolph proposed to amend by striking out in Ist and: 
id lines, page 213, all after the word “him. ” 
Mr: Bonner offered the following substitute : 


“Strike out Sections 2’and 3, Article 773, pages 212 and” 


3 


Mr. Shepard proposed to amend the substitute as follows’: 
2nd- Section; Article 773, page 212—“ The niaster has not! 
right to kill his slave, or to maimvor dismember him excep$! 
cases mentioned in Article 545, of this Code ”—Accepted. 
mubstitute as amended, adopted. 
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Mr. Randolph proposed to amend by striking out Article 9, 
page 214—Lost. _ . 

On motion of Mr. Sayles, the bill was ordered to be engros- 
sed; ‘by the following vote : 

-Yras—Messrs, Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Bell, Bonner, 
Brown, Busby, Cleveland of B., Cleveland of L., Cook, Crosby, 
Dalrymple, Darden of C., Darden of G., Dennis, Dougherty, 
Ellison, Francis, Gaines, Hale, Hooker, King, Kittrell, Mar- 
tin of H., Martin of L., McMillin, Merrick, Parker of A., 
Reeves, Runnels, Rushing, Sayles, Selman, Shepard, Smith of 
Harris, Smith of Harrison, Smith of N., Sullivan, Taylor, 
Throckmorton, Tompkins, Trigg, Truehart, West, White, 
Williams of L., and Worsham—47. 

Nays—Messrs. Amold, Charlton, Davis, Dickson of G., Dick- 
son of R. R., Ector, Galloway, Green, Junker, Lawhon, McClan- 
ahan, McCown, Melton, Middleton, Norton, Ochiltree, Owings, 
Parsons, Pettus, Poag, Pollock, Randolph, Shaw, Stedman, 
Stout, Tarlton, Tompkins, Welder, Williams of 8. A., and 
‘Wood—30. i 

Mr. Dickson of G., moved to suspend the rule and pass the 
pill; lost by the following vote: | 

Yras—Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Bell, Bonner, © 
Brown, Burress, Busby, Cleveland of B., Cleveland of L, 
Cook, Crosby, Dalrymple, Darden of C., Darden of G., Dennis, 
Dickson of G., Dougherty, Ellison, Francis, Gaines, Hale, 
Hooker, King, Kittrell, Martin of H., Martin of L., McMillin, 
Melton, Merrick, Middleton, Owings, Parker of A., Randolph, 
Reves, Runnels, Rushing, Sayles, Selman, Shepard, Smith of 
Harris, Smith of Harrison, Smith of N., Sullivan, Taylor, 
Throckmorton, Tompkins, Trigg, Truehart, Welder, West, 
White, Williams of L., Williams of 8. A., and Worsham—5o. 

Nays—Messrs. Charlton, Davis, Dickson of R. R., -Ketor, 
Galloway, Green, Junker, Lawhon, McClanahan, McCown, 
Norton, Ochiltree, Parsons, Pettus, Pollock, Shaw, Stedman, 


~ Stout, Tarlton, Thompson, and Wood—21. 


= On motion of Mr. Randolph, Mr, Dancy was excused from 
attendance on the House, for eight days, on account of sickness 
of his family. 

Mr. Tarlton moved a suspension of the rule in order to take 
upthe motion to reconsider the vote refusing to pass a bill rela- 
tive to certain free persons of color in Harrison county, over 
the. veto of the Governor—Lost. ; 


` Mr: Kittrell offered’ the following resolution: ` 


“ 
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Whereas, in view of the impossibility of completing the vast 
amount of unfinished business now before the House, within 
the time designated for the continuance of the present session 
of the Legislature, and for the purpose of facilitating business 
and furthering the general interest by the passage into laws 
(should it be the pleasure of the House to do so) of such 
measures of general interest as now remain on the Speaker’s 
table : Therefore, i 

fvesolved, That the Speaker appoint a Committee, of one’ 
from each Judicial District in the State, whose duty it shall 
be to select from the bills and resolutions on the Speaker's 
table, all of a general character, and have.a list of the same | 
printed by caption and laid before the House, and the House 
shall act on the same in preference to other matters. Further: 
That all measures of a general character that may come to this 
House from the Senate, or may be reported from Committees, 
shall be placed in their order, among the business reported 
from the Select Committee, and be a part of the same. Fur- 
ther: That nothing in this resolution shall be so construed as 
to interfere with the orders of the Speaker’s table, nor with 
bills either of a public or private nature, which have been en- 
prossed and ordered to a final passage. l 
- Laid on the table one day for consideration. . 

Mr. Green moved a reconsideration of the vote refusing to 
engross a bill for the relief of Henry Castro—Carried by a vote 
of 37 yeas to 35 nays. 

Mr. Brown, one of the Committee on Enrolled bills, reported 
correctly enrolled, and properly signed, the following bills : 

A bill supplemental to an Act to incorporate the Aransas 
Road Company. - 

A bill to establish and incorporate the Mechanics’ Institute. 

A bill for the relief of Richard Alderson. 

A bill to incorporate the Austin City Bridge Company. 

eo“ « c “ Town of Woodville. 

coe e “ Hopkins Encampment No.7, LOOF. 


A bill to incorporate the Gonzales Lodge, No. 38, I. O. O. F. 
A bill to incorporate the town of Wheelock. 
A bill to provide an office for the Court of Claims. 

- Joint resolution relative to the late Navy of Texas. l 
Joint resolution asking a direct mail route from Brownsville 

to Austin. 
A bill to incorporate Jamestowh Academy. 

A bill to incorporate Cartmell Lodge, No. 39, I. O. O. F. 
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A bill to.amend the 2nd section: of ait act to incorporate the 
' Dallas Bridge and Causeway Company- . - 
A bill to permanently locate the site of justice- of Angeling 
county. - att 
A bill for the relief of Mary K. Sherman. 
A bill for the relief of Andrew Dougherty. 
A bill for the relief of Miles Bennett. 
A bill to amend an Act to incorporate the Brownsville -and 
' Rio Grande Railroad Company, approved February 7th, 1853, 
A bill for the relief of the heirs of Samuel C. Stockbridge, 
the heirs of Richard G. Dunlap, and the heirs of Carmel Man- 
checa. 
A bill to authorize the county court of McLennan county 
to levy a special tax for two years. 
And a bill to incorporate the town of Anderson, in Grinies 
county. 
Report accepted. - 
Mr. West, by leave, presented the petition of Fulton M. Gib. 
son ; referred to Public Debt Committee. 
Mr. Norton introduced a bill to muster mto service minute 
men for the protection of the frontier settlements.of Webb and 
Starr counties ; read Ist and 2nd times, and referred to Com- 
- mittee on Indian Affairs. 
Mr. Dennis, Chairman of Committee on Engrossed bills, 
' reported correctly engrossed, the following bills : 
i A bill to restore John Roberson to credit. 
A bill to establish a Causeway across Neches River Swamp, 
in Orange county. 
A bill for the relief of the heirs of Matthias Wilbarger. 
A bill for the relief of the heirs of Martin Murchison. ` 
A bill for the relief of P. G. Moffitt. 
A bill to legalize surveys made in ‘Hunt county, by John 
Granger, between the Ist day of August, 1851 and 1852. 
A bill to amend the 9th section of an Act concerning free- 
persons of color, approved February 5th, 1840. 
A bill for the relief of Willis Collins, and other persons 
therein named. 
And a bill to attach a portion of Falls county, including 
Elm Creek, to Bell county. 
Report accepted. 
On motion of Mr. Adrian, rules suspended, and a resolution 


offered by him was taken up and acted upon, relative to meet- 
ing at 4 o'clock. 
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Mr: Crosby. offered the following substitute to the resolu- 
tion : 

Resolved, That the House hereafter meetin the morning at 
8 A. M., and in the evening at 74 P. M. : 

Substitute was-adopted, by a vote of 52 yeas to 20 nays. 

Mr. Charlton moved to strike out 74 o’clock. 

On motion of Mr. Throckmorton, motion laid on the table. 

Mr. Rushing offered the following amendment to substitute ; 

Resolved, That the House adjourn and meet at such time 
as the members may deem most expedient to discharge expe- 
ditiously, the business before them. 

On motion of Mr. Kittrell, laid on the table. 

Mr. Moore moved to lay the whole subject on the table. 

The House refused to lay on the table by a vote of 30 yeas 
to 45 nays. i l ; 

Mr. Pettus moved to strike out 74 o'clock, and insert 5— 
Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Cleveland of L., the previous question 


| was ordered, which being on adoption-of resolution, the same ` 


; was put, and the resolution was adopted by the following vote : 
| Yeras—Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Bell, Bonner, 
| Brown, Busby, Cleveland B., Cleveland of L., Crosby, Darden 
| of C., Davis, Dennis, Dickson of G., Dickson of R. R., Dough- 
| erty, Ector, Gainds, Galloway, Gay, Green, Hale, Junker, 
| King, Kittrell, Lawhon, Martin of L., McClanahan, McMillin, 
| Middleton, Norton, Ochiltree, Parker of A., Parsons, Pettus, 
| Poag, Reeves, Sayles, Shepard; Smith of N., Stedman, Throck- 
| morton, Trigg, Truehart, Waelder, West, White, and Wil- 
| liams of L.—48. 
| _Nays—Messrs. Arnold, Burress, Charlton, Darden of G., 
| Francis, Hooker, Martin of H., McCown, Melton, Moore, PA= 
| lock, Randolph, Runnels, Rushing, Selman, Shaw, Smith of 
| Harris, Smith of Harrison, Stout, Sullivan, Tarlton,- Taylor, 
, ees Tompkins, Williams of 8. A., Wood, and Wor- 
; sham. 
| On motion of Mr. Davis, the motion to reconsider the vote 
| on the Texas Western Railroad bill, was postponed till 12 
| clock, Thursday next. i 
| _ Qn motion of Mr. Bell, a bill for the relief of John Van 
Hagen, was taken up and ordered to be engrossed—rule sus 
} pended, read 3rd time and passed,» 


| On motion of Mr. Stedman, the House. adjourned: till’ 74 
o'clock, P. M. 


„Ay aaa GB o eh 


a # su 


ate pg ee meg 


IR arte = 


362 


Hatr-past Seven O’crock, P. M. 

House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present. 

On motion of Mr. Green the rule was suspended, and a bill 
for the relief of R. H. Lane was taken up, read 2d time. 

Mr. Sullivan proposed to amend by striking out $150 and 
inserting $500. 

Mr. Bell moved to lay the amendment on the table—lost. 

On motion of Mr. Ochiltree the bill was postponed till Ist 
day of December next. 

On motion of Mr. Tompkins the rule was suspended, and a 
pill for the relief of F. R. "Lubbock taken up. Bill passed to 
Bd reading—rule further suspended, bill read 3d time and 

asse 
P On motion of Mr. Trigg, the rule was suspended and a pill 
for the relief of H. ©. Lanty taken up—read 2d time. 

Mr. Green offered a substitute for the bill—adopted, and 
pill ordered to be engrossed. Rule further suspended, read 
3d time and passed. 

Mr. Thompson introduced a bill to consolidate into one, and 
to amend the several acts incorporating the city of Galveston. 
Read Ist and 2d times, and Mr. Throckmorton moved to refer 
pill to Judiciary Committee—lost. Rule suspended and bill 
ordered to be engrossed—rule further suspended and bill read 
3d time and passed by a two-third vote. 

- Mr. White Chairman of Committee on Public Lands report- 
e, ed back the petition of Thiers McCown, and asked its refer- 
ence to the Judiciary Committee—adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Crosby rule suspended ‘and a bill donating 
one league of land‘to Roman Ortiz, taken up, read 2d time 
and ordered to be engrossed—rule further suspended, read 3d 
time and passed unanimously. 

On motion of Mr. Smith of H—s, the rule was ; suspended, 

and a Senate bill for the relief of the heirs of Harvey Whiting 
taken up. 

Mr. Stedman proposed to amend by inserting before the 
word “ conditioned, with two or more good and sufficient secu- 
rities to be approved by the Governor”’—adopted. 

Mr. Dickson of G. proposed to strike out all that part which 
provides for the auditing. 

Mr. Ochiltree moved to lay bill and amendment on the 
| table till Friday next—carried. 
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Mr. Gay introduced a bill to authorize certain counties, 
cities and towns to subscribe to railroads—read 1st and 2d ° 


times and referred to committee on Internal Improvements. “© 


On motion of Mr. Adrain the rule was suspended and a 
Senate bill for the relief of G. W. L. Haynes—passed to 3d 
reading, rule suspended, read 3d time and passed. ` | 


Mr. Parsons, by leave, introduced the following resolution : 
Resolved, That this House in its evening session be govern- 
ed in the calling of bills by the alphabetical rule, beginning in 
the middle, and working each way—adopted. ` 
L Mr. McMillin called up a bill to authorize the County Court 
$ of Bell County to levy a special tax for two years. 
| Mr. Hale proposed te amend by adding Milam County— 
adopted. 
Mr. McCown proposed to amend by adding Nueces and Live- 
oak counties—adopted. 
| Mr. Dalrymple proposed to amend by adding Williamson 
| and Burnett counties—adopted. 
| Mr. Brown proposed to amend by adding or any other coun- 
| ty in the State. 
Mr. Green moved to lay amendment on the table—carried. 
Mr. Gaines proposed to amend as follows : 
| "Provided the tax shall not exceed the county tax in any 
| gene year. 
| Mr. Dalrymple offered the following as a substitute for Mr. 
7 Gainer amendment: ‘“ Strike outdouble where it occurs in the 
f bill.” ` 
| Mr. Burress moved to lay the substitute on the table—lost, 
£ and substitute adopted. 
| Mr. Sullivan proposed to amend the substitute as follows : 
* Provided, No such special tax shall be assessed and. collect- 
ed unless sanctioned by two-thirds of the qualified voters of 
said counties.” 
| My. Green moved to lay the amendment on the table.: The 
= yeas and nays being called stood 31 for, and 34 against, so the 
| House refused to lay the amendment on the table. 
Mr. Moore offered a substitute for the bill and amendments.. 
. Mr. Ochiltree moved to lay the substitute on the table. 
| Mr. Sayles moved to adjourn till 8 o’clock A. M. to-morrow 
} carried. i 
| Pending —Mr. Ochiltree’s motion to lay the substitute on the: 
table. > 
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mn | | Austin, August: 12th, 1856. 


House met pursuant to adj ournment—roll called-—quorum 
present—j. ournal of yesterday read and‘adopted. . 

On motion of Mr. Owings; thè rule was suspended, and a 
bill to authorize the County Court of Karnes county, to levy 
ah additional tax for the purpose of building a jail, .takeri up. 

Mr. Sayles moved to refer the bill to Committee on State 
Affairs,—lost. 


Bill ordered to be engrossed, rule further suspended, read 
3d time, and passed. 


Mr, Dennis, chairman of Committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported correctly engrossed a bill for the relief “of J ohn yan 
Hagen,—report accepted. = 

On motion of Mr. Ector, the rule was suspended, and a pill 
for the relief of Giles S: Boggess taken up, read 2d: timé, and 
ordered to be engrossed, rule further suspended, read 3d time, 
and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Gaines, the rule was suspended, and a 
Senate bill for the relief of Powhatan Archer taken up, and 
passed to a 3d reading, rule further suspended, read 3d time, 
and passed. 

On motion of Mr. McCown, the rule was suspended, and a 
bill for the relief of Joab B. Harrall, Sheriff of Williamson 
county, with the objections of the Governor to its passage, 
taken up, and the House refused to pass the bill over the 
Governor's veto, yeas 37, nays 29. 

A message was received from the Senate announcing tothe 
House the passage of the following bills, originating in the 
Senate. 

A bill to authorize the Commissioner of Claims to employ. 
an additional clerk. 

_ A bill to incorporate Yeagua Turnpike and Bridge Co. 

And a bill to permit Brazoria county to levy a special tax, 

And a bill originating in the House, for the relief of John 
Van Hagen. 

Mr. Dennis, chairman of Committee on Engrossed Bills, 
réported correctly engrossed the following bills : 

Bills for the relief of Reese D. Price, John Harwood and 
others—Anthony Miller—R, F. Millard’s heirs and others-— 
Patrick O’ Donnell. 

A bill to incorporate Caldwell Lodge No. 48, I. 0. O. F. 

À bill to incorporate the town of Fairfield. 
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A bill to validate the acts of .L. S. McMicken, deputy. clerk 
“of Polk county. a . ey ae 
- -A bill to pay a portion of the public debt of the late Re- 
public of Texas. | 
‘A bill to authorize the Commissioner of the General Land Of 
fice to issue a patent,to Alex. Lacy, assignee of David McIver. 

A bill to create a precinct in Goliad county. 

A bill to authorize a patent’ to. issue on the certificate of 
Alfred Atkinson. l 
| A bill to relinquish the right of the State to certain lands 
| therein named. l 
And a bill donating one league of land to Ramon Ortez. . 
Report accepted. 

(Mr. Adrian in the chair.) l 

E — On motion of Mr. Burress, the rule was suspended, and a 
| bill to dispose of by entry, sale, survey, and patent, of small 

| tracts or fractions of the public’ domain, consisting of not ex- 

| ceeding 160 acres each, confined on all, or at least two sides, 
| by pre-existing lines of other surveys or grants, taken up. 

| Mr. Parsons proposed to amend by striking out “3 months” 

| and inserting “12 months” for the return of the field notes 

| and money. 

Mr. Cleveland of L., moved to lay the amendment on the 

| table,—lost, and amendment adopted. . 

| Mr. Cleveland of L., proposed to add to 4th section, as fol- 

| lows :—That the provisions of this act shall not.be so con- 

@ strued as to authorize an entry or survey of land within what 

É is known as the Pacific R. R. reserve,—laid on the table. 

| Mi. Cleveland of L., moved to reconsider the vote laying 

= the amendment on the table. 

| On motion of Mr. Sayles, laid on the table. 

Í Mr.. Kittrel proposed to amend by striking out “160 acres” 

m wherever it occurs in the bill, and insert ‘320 acres, or a legg 

Seamount.” 
| Mr. Ochiltree moved to lay the amendment on the table,—- 
| lost, and amendment adopted. ` 

§ Mr. Randolph moved to lay the bill and amendments on-the 

E table,—lost by a vote of 24 yeas to 46 nays. 

į Mr. Rushing proposed to amend:as follows: Provided, that 
the provisions of this act shall apply as well to lands lying 
within the Mississippiand Pacific R. R. reservationas else-where, 

Mr. Witt moved the previous question,—lost. , 

§ Mr. Bonner offered a substitute for the bill and amendments, 
t “Mr. Burress moved to lay the substitute on the table,—lost. 
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Mr, Witt moved the indefinite postponment of the substitute, 

On motion of Mr. Bee, the whole matter was re-referred to 
a select committee of 5. 

Mr. Brown, one of Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported 
correctly enrolled, properly signed, and presented for the ap- 
proval of the Governor, the following bills: 

A bill for the relief of F. R. Lubbock; 

And a bill for the relief of W. G. L. Haynes; 


Report accepted. | 
On motion of Mr. Randolph, a Senate bill to authorize the 
County Court of Houston county to have the book of marks 


and brands transcribed; passed-to 3d reading, rule further sus- 
pended, read 3d time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Dickson of G., the rule was suspended, 
and a bill to establish an Institution for the Blind, taken up; 
read 2d time and ordered to be engrossed, rule suspended, read 
3d time, and passed. 

Mr. Darden of G., chairman of Committee on Enrolled Bills, 
reported correctly enrolled, properly signed, and presented to 
the Governor for his approval, the following bills : 

A bill for the rehef of John Van Hagen; 

i «o à «u «Elizabeth Talley; 
t co «  « Edgar M. Sanders; 
as «o «  « Alfred Benton; 
A bill to make valid. certain surveys made in the county of 


Henderson; 
And a bill for the relief of the heirs of John P. Rohers; 


Report accepted. 

On motion of Mr. Martin of L., the rule was suspended, 
and a bill allowing fees to officers in State cases, with a report 
from Judiciary Committee recommending the adoption of a 
substitute for the bill, taken up; report and substitute adopted. 

Mr. Waelder proposed to amend so as to entitle District At- 
torneys to their fees, payable in like manner, in cases where 
defendants who are convicted of any crime, or crimes, are un- 
able to pay said fees. 

On motion of Mr. Bell, laid on the table. 

Mr. Poag proposed to amend by striking out “witnesses, 


wherever it occurs in the bill. 
Mr. Stedman moved to lay the amendment on the table,— 


lost by a vote of 35 yeas to 36 nays. 

Mr, Moore offered the following substitute for the amend- 
ment :—Provided, that no witness shall be allowed mileage 
anl per dien from the county, in more than one case, though 
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he may have’ been required to testify in more cases than öne 
case, provided he shall be so paid for each ‘time he’ may be 
compelled to travel to and from Court, and for each day he is 
. în attendance. : 
| Mr. Stedman proposed to amend as follows: after the words 
| “per diem,” insert “from the county;” strike out “once” and 
: insert “in more than one case;”—accepted, and substitute as 
| amended adopted. 
| On motion of Mr. Stedman, the main question was ordered, 
| which being on the engrossment of the bill, the yeas and nays 
| were called for, and bill ordered to be engrossed by the follow~ 
| Ing vote: : 
| Vase Messi Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Busby, Cleveland. 
| of B., Cleveland of L., Dalrymple, Darden of G., Dennis, 
| Ector, Ellison, Francis, Gaines, Galloway, Green, Kittrell, 
| Martin of H., Martin of L., McClanahan, McMillin, Melton, 
| Merrick, Middleton, Moore, Norton, Ochiltree, Owings, Parker 
| of A., Parsons, Reeves, Rushing, Selman, Shaw, Smith of H’s., 
| Stedman, Stout, Tarlton, Taylor, Throckmorton, Thompson, 
| Truehart, West, Williams of L., and Wood—45. 
|  Nays—Messrs. Bell, Bonner, Brown, Burress, Cook, Davis, 
| Dickson of R. R., Dickson of G., Dougherty, Gay, Hale, 
| Hooker, Junker, King, McCown, Poag, Randolph, Sayles, 
f Shepard, Smith of Harrison, Smith of Newton, Sullivan, 
f Tompkins, Trigg, Waelder, White, Williams of 8. A., and 
£ Worsham—30. 
f A message was received from the Senate, announcing to the 
Í House the passage of the following bills, originating in the 
f Senate : 
A bill for the relief of certain persons therein named; 
í Anda bill to donate land to certain persons therein men~ 
f tioned, for the improvement of the channel between Corpus 
$ Christi and Aransas Pass. 
T of the passage of the following bills, originating in the 
ouse : 
A bill for the relief of pre-emption claimants; 
g coe F F. Lindheimer; 
<  & & Reuben Crawford; 
= coe Preston W. Hobbs; 


A bill to incorporate the town of Helena, in Karnes Co.; . 


A bill to incorporate the Institution of St. Mary, in Gal- 
m veston. 


A bill to incorporate the town of New Salem; 
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„~, Å. bill to incorporate the Alta Mira Lodge of I. Q. O. F. 
A bill to incorporate the town of Moscow and define the 
powers of same. 

A bill to authorize John Mooney to construct a dam across 
the San Marcos River, 

A bill to incorporate the Galveston Gas Company, with an 
amendment, . 

And a bill to incorporate the town of Paris, with an 
amendment. 

That the Senate had concurred in the amendment of the 
House to a bill for the relief of the heirs of John P.-Rohers, 

And have appointed Messrs, Grimes, Caldwell, and Taylor of 
Cass, a Committee on the part of the Senate, on the Gover- 
nor’s message relating to the claim of Messrs. Swenson and 
Swisher. 

The Speaker announced Messrs. Bonner, Charlton, Thomp- 
son, Rushing, and Dougherty, a Committee on bill entering 
public lands. . 
` On motion of Mr. Sayles, the House took up the bill to es- 
tablish a Penal Code for the State. 

-Mr. Cleveland of L., moved a reconsideration of. the vote 
engrossing the bill—which was, on motion of Mr. Sayles, laid 
on the table by the following vote : 


Yras—Messrs, Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Bell, Bonner, Bur- 
ress, Cleveland of B., Cook, Crosby, Dalrymple, Dickson of 
G., Dougherty, Ector, Ellison, Francis, Gaines, Hale, Hooker, 
Kittrell, Martin of L., McMillin, Middleton, Moore, Owings, 
Parker of A., Reeves, Rushing, Sayles, Selman, Shepard, 
Smith of Harris, Smith of Harrison, Stedman, Stout, Suli- 
van, Taylor, West, White Williams of S. A., and Worsham 
-—40, 


Nays—Messrs. Arnold, Brown, Cleveland of L., Darden of 
G., Davis, Dennis, Dickson of R. R., Galloway, Gay, Green, 
Junker, King,.Lawhon, Martin of H., McClanahan, McCown, 
Melton, Merrick, Norton, Ochiltree, Parsons, Poag, Randolph, 
Runnels, Shaw, Smith of N., Tarlton, Throckmorton, Thomp- 
son, Truehart, Waelder, Williams of L., and Wood—34, 

Mr, Cleveland of L., offered the following amendment :— 
That if any woman shall: be privately delivered of a child, 
which if born would be a bastard, and shall endeavor privately 
to conceal its death, and the manner or cause thereof, she shall 
be punished by confinement to hard labor in the penitentiary, 
not exceeding ten years. 
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-sOn motion of MiviSayles, laid. on the table. 

Mr, Sayles moved the:final passage of the bill. 

. Mr: Parsons called for the reading of the bill. C | 
Mr; Sayles moved:te read the bill by caption. - Whereupon 
the yeas and nays were:called: and stood thus: . ; 

Yreas—Messrs. Spedker, ‘Adrian, Ardrey, Bell, Bonner, 
Brown, Busby, Cleveland of B., Cleveland of L., Cook, Cros- 
by, Dalrymple, Dennis, Dickson of G., Francis, Gaines, Hale, 
Hooker, Kittrell, Martin of H., Martin of L., McCown, 
McMillin, ‘Merrick, Middleton, Parker of A., Poag, Reeves, 
Rushing, Sayles, Shaw, Shepard, Smith of Harris, Smith of 
Harrison, Smith of N., Sullivan, Taylor, Throckmorton, Trigg, 
Truehart, Waelder, West, White, Williams of L., Williams 
of S.-A., Wood, and Worsham—47. 

‘Nays—Messrs. Arnold, Burress, Davis, Dougherty, Ector, 
Galloway, Junker, Lawhon, McClanahan, Melton, Moore, 
Norton, Ochiltree, Parsons, Randolph, Selman, Stedman, 
Stout, Tarlton, and Thompson—20. 

So the bill was read 3d time by caption. 

The question then being upon the final passage, the same 
was put and bill passed by the following vote : 

Yrsas—Messrs, Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Bonner, Brown, 
Burress, Busby, Cleveland of B., Cook, Crosby, Dalrymple, 
Dennis, Dougherty, Ellison, Francis, Gaines, Hale, Hooker, 
Kittrell, Martin of H., Martm of L., McMillin, Merrick, 
Parker of A., Reeves, Rushing, Sayles, Selman, Shepard, 
Smith of Harris, Smith of Harrison, Smith of N., Sullivan, 
Taylor, Throckmorton, Trigg, Truehart, West, White, Wil- 
lams of L., and Worsham—41, i 

Nays—Messrs. Arnold, Bell, Cleveland of L., Davis, Dick- 
son of R. R. Dickson of G., Ector, Galloway, Junker, King, 
Lawhon, McClanahan, McCown, Melton, Middleton, Moore, 
Norton, Ochiltree, Parsons, Poag, Randolph, Shaw, Stedman, 
Stout, Tarlton, Thompson, Waelder, Williams of S. A., and 
Wood—29. 
` Mr. Kittrell’s resolution relative to the order of business 
was taken up. l l 

Mr. Throckmorton offered the following as a substitute for 
the resolution : i 

Ltesolved, That the Speaker appoint a special committee of 
one from each Judicial District, whose duty it shall be ta 
select from the bills and ‘resolutions, now on the Speaker’s 


table, all such of a general nature as, n their opinion, require 
24 
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the action of the House during this session, and shall have 
the same. regularly numbered according to the dates of the 
report from their respective Committees, and that all bills of 
a general nature which may be received from the Senate, shall, 
if in the opinion of the committee who may report them, it 
is considered necessary, be placed on this calender, in regular 
order.—Be it further . i 

Resolved, That the Speaker shall, without other motion 
being necessary, announce this special order at 10 o’clock each 
morning, and they shall be acted on in preference to all other 
business, except by an unanimous vote of the House. — 

On motion of Mr. Crosby, substitute and resolution laid on. 
the table. - 

Mr. Norton offered the following resolution : 

‘Resolved, That for the remainder of this session, no mem- 
ber of this House shall speak on any one subject more than 
ten minutes—laid on the table one day for consideration. 

Mr. Dennis, chairman of Committee on Engrossed Bills, re- 
ported correctly engrossed a bill to create the county of Harden 
—-report accepted. 

The House then adjourned to meet at 74 o'clock, P. M. 

T4 O’Curocg, P. M. 

House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present, 

Mr. Witt moved to suspend the rule and take up a bill for 
the relief of Wm. Rawllins—lost. 

Mr. Ardrey, one of the Judiciary Committee, reported 
recommending the passage of a Senate bill to pay James H. 
Rodgers, as special Judge of Supreme Court—report received. 

On motion of Mr. Bonner, the rule was suspended, and a 
pill to incorporate the town of Paris taken up with amend- 
ments from Senate—amendments concurred in. 

Mr. Smith of Harris, chairman of committee on Public 
Debt, reported recommending the passage of a bill for the re- 
lief of Charlotte D. Ross; 

And the passage of a bill for the relief of David Murphrey 
and S. J. McFarland. 

Reported on favorably. 

Report received. 

Ur, Shaw, chairman of committee No. 1 on Private Land 

rims, reported recommending the passage of a bill for the 

ief of John B, Adams and Ann Adams; 

And the passage of a bill for the relief of D. Y. Gillen; 
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And a Senate bill for tke relief of Louisa Netherly; - T È: 
‘And-a Senate bill for the relief of Valentine T. Dalton, =) 
“Mr. Cleveland of L., chairman of committee No. 2 on Private, — 
Land Claims, reported recommending the reference of the pe- 
tition of Jackson Smith to the Court of Claims; 
| .And asked to be discharged from the further consideration 
| of the petition of the heirs of Wm. S. Selliman, Wm. O. è 
| Winston, F. C. Cattinelle, 8. Crewz, and William M. Dillard; 
| And reported a substitute for a bill for the relief of Wm. 
| Birdwell. 
-On motion of Mr. Waelder, the House took up the following 
| Senate bills, which were read Ist and 2d times and referred. to ! 
appropriate committees: ` ! 
A bill to authorize the County Court of Brazoria county to i 
| levy a special tax—referred to committee on Roads, Bridges, if 
and Ferries. : 3 
A bill for the relief of John H. Smithers—referred to com~ 4 
mittee on State Affairs.. . h 
A bill for the relief of Willard Richardson—referred to com- 
J 


mittee on Public Debt. 
A bill to have the records of Menard county transcribed— 
referred to Judiciary Committee. | 
A bill for the relief of Nath’]. Smith—referred to committee + 
No. 2 on Private Land Claims. i 
A bili supplemental: to an act to incorporate the Texas 
Western R. R. company, approved Feb. 16th, 1852—referred 
| to committee on Internal Improvements. $ 
bill to donate land: to certain persons therein named, for l 
thé improvement of the channel between Corpus Christi and | 
Í Aransas Passes—referred to committee on Internal Improve- J 
| ments, 
| A bill for the relief of certain persons therein named—re-_ 
| ferred to committee on Public Debt. 
| A bill to authorize the Commissioner of Claims to employ 
an additional clerk—read Ist and 2d times, and passed to a 
3d reading, rule suspended, read 3d time, and passed. 
| A bill to incorporate Yeagua Turnpike and Bridge company 
|—read Ist and 2d times, and passed to a 3d reading, rule sus- 
pended, read 3d time, and passed .by a two-third vote. . 
A bill to incorporate: the Galveston Gas company, with 
amendments from Senate—amendments concurred in. . 
Mr. Ochiltree moved to reconsider the vote refusing to en- os 
gross a bill for the relief of R, H. Lane—lost. | 
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Mr. S moved - to ‘teconsider ` a’ ‘vote’ ‘vefueing i to pats a 
bill for, the relief of certain. Sheriffs thérein named’; over the 
Gévernor’s 8 ‘veto—the yeis and nays- were called, and stood 


yeas 49, nays 19. 

So the vote wis recousideredy, : 

The question ‘being upon. tie ‘passage of the bill; the yeas 
and nays wE “taled for, and stood: thus : yeas 50, nays: 18: 
sô the’ bill passed’ svéx the Governos veto. © 

Poa ‘pending when the Hotise oaned last night, 

Mr. Ochiltree’s motion to lay Mr. Moore’s substitute for 

abil | tò authorize the County Court of- Bell county to levy a 
special tax for two years, tdken-up. 

The House refused to lay the substitute on the table. 

“Mr. Moore moved to réfer the whole matter to the commit- 
tés on Finance, with instructions to report a bill—lost. 

On motion of Mr. Stedman, the main question was ordered, 
which being the adoption or rejection of the substitute, the 
yeas and nays were called, and stood If yeas, 53 nays. ~ 

So the substitute was rejected. 

The question was then upon the amendment of Mr. Sullivan 
—amendment rejected. 

The question being upon the passage of the bill, the same 
was put and bill passed. 

Mr. Darden of C. asked leave to introduce a bill—lost. 

- Mz. Poag moved to adjourn until 8-o’clock, a. M., to-morrow 
—lost. 

Mr. McCown sailed up a bill making an appr auon for 
the payment of a portion of the publie debt of the late Re- 
public of Texas—read 3d time. 

On motion of Mr. White, a call of the House was ordered. 

On motion of Mr. Dickson of G., the House adjourned 
until 8} o’clock, a. M. , to-monrow——pending the passagé of the 


bill 


Héusz or REPRESENTATIVES, 

AUSTIN, Aug. 18th, 1856. 

‘Hoase. -met carted to adjournment—roll called—qu0- 
raurpresént. Journal of yesterday read and adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Adrian, the rule was coe and a 


kaniri 


read a time- ‘and passed. 
On motion of Mr. Gay, the rule was ‘guspanded and a: bilit 


amend an act to organize County Courts, approved March 16th 
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1848, taken up with a report from the judiciary committee, 
recommending amendments, taken up. a; 

Mr. Ector moved to lay the. bill, report and amendments on 
the table. a l ' À 

On motion of Mr. Ardrey, a call of the House was ordered 
—call suspended--the motion to lay on the table was put and 
House refused to lay the bill on the table. by the following 
yote : i 

Yras.—Messrs, Adrian, Bell, Brown, Burress, Chariton, 
|. Cleveland of B., Cléveland of L., Cook, Dennis, Dickson of Gj 

Dougherty, Ector, Ellison, Francis, Galloway, Green, Hooker, 
Martin of H., Martin of L., McClanahan, Melton, Middleton, 
Parker of A., Parsons, Sullivan, Truehart, Waélder and 
Wood—28. i De 
| | Nays.—Messrs. Speaker, Ardrey, Bonner, ‘Busby, foe 
| Dalrymple, Darden of C., Davis; Dickson of R. R., Gaines, 
| Gay, Hale, Junker, King, Kittrell, Lawhon, McCown, McMillin, 
| Merrick, Norton, Ochiltree, Owings, Parker of ‘T., Poag, 
E Reeves, Richardson, Runnels, Rushing, Sayles, Selman, : haw, 
| Shepard, Smith of Harris, Smith of Harrison; Stedman Stdut, 
| Tarlton, Taylor, Throckmorton, Thompson, Tompkins, Trigg, 
| West, White, Williams of L., Williams of S. A., Witt and 
Worsham —48. 
| The amendments of the committee were then taken up and 
| adopted seriatim, except the substitute for the 28th section. _ 
| Mr. Waelder proposed to amend the substitute for 28th seč- 

tion by striking out “ lst Monday- in August, 1856,” and ‘insert 
| “Ist Monday of August, 1857”—adopted. -- 
| Mr. Ardrey offered the tollowing amendment for the 26th 
| section: Provided that whenever the general term.of the Pro- 
bate Court, shall not be sufficiently long to enable the business 
g therein to be completed, then the Probate Judge may have 
m power to hold a special term of the Court at such time as he 
may order by entering the same upon the minutes of the Court, 
§ and giving-public notice thereof ten days previous to such spe- 

cial term, provided there shall be no final settlement of any 
estate made at any such special term. 

Mr. Waelder proposed to add: Provided, further, that:in 
§ such districts, as may be composed of only one county, the 
regular term of the Probate Court may continue until the busi- 
Í ness before the same is disposed of—Accepted. 
Mr. Sayles, by leave, moved te reconsider the vote adepting 
B the Journal of yesterday—carried, and the Journal was,ge 
amended as to show that the bill to establish a Crim‘nal Cede 
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for the State, was read by caption, the Speaker voting against 
the amendment: the Journal was then adopted. 

The House again proeeeded to the consideration of the Pro- 
bate Court bill. : l 

Mr. Burress proposed to substitute the caption, by the fol- 
lowing: i ag 

“A bill, to be entitled an act to create offices for the benefit 
of jack-leg lawyers.” 2. # l 

On motion of Mr. Rushing, the word “leg” was stricken 


‘out of the amendment, and the same, as amended, was laid on’, 
‘the table by a vote of 59 yeas to 14 nays: 


Yeav.—Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Arnold, Bonner, Brown, 
Busby, Cleveland of B., Crosby, Dalrymple, Darden of C, 
Dickson of R. R., Ector, Gaines, Galloway, Gay, Green, Junk- 


‘er, King, Kittrell, Latham, Martin of H., McClanahan, Mc- 


Cown, McMillin, Melton, Middleton, Norton, Ochiltree, Par- 
ker of A., Parker of T., Parsons, Pettus, Poag, Reeves, Rich- 
ardson, Rushing, Sayles, Selman, Shaw, Shepard, Smith of 
Harris, Smith of Harrison, Stedman, Sullivan, Tarlton, Taylor, 
Throckmorton, Thompson, Tompkins, Trigg, Truehart, Waelder, 
West, White, Williams of L., Williams of S. A., Wood and 
Worsham—59. i 

Nays.— Messrs. Bonner, Burress, Charlton, Cleveland of L., 
Cook, Davis, Dennis, Dickson of G., Dougherty, Hooker, Law- 
hon, Martin of L., Runnels and Stout—14. l 

Mr. Cook proposed to amend by striking out all after the 
enacting clause of the bill; laid on the table by a vote of 41 
yeas to 32 nays. 

Mr. Waelder offered the following amenment: “amend so as 
to have the regulating clause take effect from and after the 1st 
Monday of August, 1857, and this law take effect at that time 
—Adopted. 

Mr. Cleveland of L., proposed to amend 8th section by 
striking out 1200 and insert 2000--rejected. 

Mr. Cleveland of B., proposed to amend by adding to 8th 
section: “ And shall not be entitled to, nor receive any fees of 
office— Adopted. . 


The question being Upon the engrossment of the bill, the 
same was put, and the House refused to pass the bill by the fol- 
lowing vote: l l i 


Ymas.— Messrs. Speaker, Ardrey, Bonner, Busby, Crosby, 


` Darden of C., Dickson of R. R., Gay, Hale, King, Lawhon, 


McCown, McMillin, Merrick; Norton, Pettus, Reeves, Rich- 
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ardson, Smith of Harrison, Smith of N., Stedman, Tarlton, 
West, White, Wiliams of L, Williams of S. A., and Witt 
_Nays.—Messrs. Adrian, Arnold, Bell, Brown, Burress, 
Charlton, Cleveland of B., Cleveland of L., Cook, Dalrymple, 
Darden of G., Davis, Dennis, Dickson of G., pongnel ys 
Ector, Ellison, Francis, Gaines, Galloway, Green, Hooker, 
Junker, Kittrell, Martin of H., Martin of L., McClanahan, 
Melton, Middleton, Moore, Ochiltree, Parker of A., Parsons, 
‘Randolph, Rushing, Selman, Shaw, Smith of Harris, Stout, 
Sullivan, ‘Throckmorton, Trigg, Truehart and Wood—44. 

Mr. Gaines, chairman ot the committee on roads, bridges and 
ferries, reported recommending the passage sf a Senate bill, to 
permit Brazoria county to levy a special tax—report accepted. 
= Mr, Gaines moved a suspension of the rule to take up the 


bill—lost. a a ta 
Mr, Dennis, chairman of tiè committed 7 engrossed bills, 
reported correctly engrossed the following bills: 

A bill to establish an institution for the blind. 

A bill authorizing a patent to issue upon the certificate of 
Alfred Atkinson, and | 

A bill for the relief of Henry C. Lantz and Daniel Holde- 
man—report accepted. 3 

Mr. Crosby, chairman of the committee on Indian affairs, 
reported recommending the reference of a bill to muster into 
| service, Minute Men for the protection of the frontier settle- 
| ments of Webb and Starr counties, to the committee on Milita- 
| ty affairs—report adopted and bill re-referred. 
| Mr. Kittrell, chairman of the committee on conference, re- 
| ported as follows: 7 
| The committeee of conference, appointed:to take under 
| consideration the disagreement between tire two Houses on the 
| bill to incorporate the Huntsville Railroad company, have had 
| the same under consideration, and a majority of the committee 
t recommend that the House recede from its amendments. 

JESSE GRIMES, chairman on part of Senate. 
P. W. KITTRELL, Á a House. 

Kittrell moved to suspend the rule and take up the bill 
| host. 
Mr. Parker of A., offered the following resolution : 
| Lesolved, That the Speaker be,-and is hereby authorized to 
| eniploy as many additional clerks as he may think necessary 
| tO assist in enrolling and engrossing bills originating in this 
ouse, who shall receive compensation at the rate of seventy- 
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. five.cents per one hundred words, and that the clerks of the 


ed on the table—Lost. 
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- several committees are hereby discharged:. -` S 
Mr. Burress moved to lay the resolution on the table—Lost, 
Mr. Crosby proposed to amend by inserting after the word 
“ discharged,” “when in the opinion of the committee, ‘the 
services of a clerk are no longer required. 

Mr. Throckmorton proposed to substitute as follows : 

Resolved, That the clerks employed by the committees of 
this House, shall assist the enrolling and engrossing clerks ; 
and that the clerk of the Committee of Investigation, be:also 
recognized as one of the clerks alluded te. 

Mr. Cleveland of L., moved_te lay the resolution. as amend- 


Mr. Throckmorton’s substitute was rejected. 

Mr. Sayles proposed to amend by excepting the clerk of the 
Investigating Committee 

On moticn’of Mr. White, the resolution and amendments 
“were postponed till Monday next. 

Mr. Brown, one of Joint Committee on Tad bills, re- 
ported correctly enrolled, properly signed and presented for the 
‘approval of the Governor, the following bills :- 

A bill for the relief of F. F. Lindheimer. 

A bill for the relief of Pre-emption Claimants. 

A bill for the relief of Reuben Crawford. 

A. bill to incorporate Alta Mira Lodge I. O. O. F. 

A bill to confirm a title issued on 15th J une, 1835, by 
- George. Antonio Nixon, commissioner of Vehlein’s Colony. 

And a bill for the relief of Preston B. Hobbs. 

Report accepted. 

Mr. Merrick, Chairman of Committee on cone Bounds- 
ries, reported : 

Recommending the passage of a bill to define more particu- 
larly the Nor thern Boundary line of Limestone county. 

Report received. 


Also, a majority and minority report on a bill to fix t 
county site of Tarrant county. 

Mr. Stedman moved to take up bill and report—Lost. 

Mr. Bonner, Chairman of a Select Committee, to whom wai 
referred a bill to dispose of by entry, sale, survey and pateni 
small tracts of the pubHe domain, r reported a substitute for the 

“bill. Report received. ° 

Mr. Sullivan, Chairman pro tem. of Committee on Internil 
Improvements, reported : 
= 
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Recommending the passage of a bill to incorporate. the, Hous- 
ton Tap.and Brazoria Railroad Company, with the following 
amendments : ` 
Add, John Adriance, S. W. Perkins, W) J. Hutchins and 
W.R. Baker, ‘to the list of Cormissioners. And, 
Section u That this Company shail haye the right, undèr 


| - this charter, within three Years after the passage of this Ast 


to construct a section of the Road from Columbia on the Bra- 
zos river, to such point in° Wharton county, as may be. desig- 
| nated: by a majority of the stock-holders residing in’ the coun- 
| - ties of Brazoria and Wharton. Report received, 

My. Gaines moved'to ee the rule and take up the vill 
—Lost. 

Mr. Sullivan, Chairman pro tem. of said Committee, also 
made the following report on the-petition of S. M. Swenson 
and others, concerning Salt Licks, Salt Springs, &c. : 

l COMMITTEE Room, 8th August, 1856. 
To the Hon. H. P. Bee, i 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

The committee on Internal Improvements, to whom was 
réferred the petition of 8. M. Swenson and others, concerning 
Salt. Licks and Salt Springs, have had the same under consid- 
eration, and beg to report : 

That in view of the great importance of the ar ticle of salt 
to the inhabitants of the whole . State, and the fact thatSalt 
Licks and Salt Springs are frequently met with throughout the 
State, your committee are of opinion that it is expedient: to 
pass a general law relinquishing the right of the State to all 
Salt Licks and Salt Springs to the legal owners, of such land 
as they may be situated on, upon the condition that the State 
may hereafter impose such tax on the manufactory of aan 
therefrom, as she may deem proper and:expedient. 


Your committee are of the opinion that such a law will in- 
duce private enterprise to engage in maanime salt witb- 
in the State, for which comodity large sums of money are now 
annually paid out to foreign countries, and still larger sums 
are expended for transport: tation of this heavy.article from-the 
sea. coast to the interior of. the State. 

The committee have therefore instructed me to report. said. 
petition back to the House and the accompanying: bill, which 
they respectfully recommend the passage of. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, — 
J. 8. SULLIVAN, Chairman, pro tem. 
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Also, recommended the passage of a Senate bill to incorpo- 
rate the Hendersoh and Logansport Railroad Company. - 

Reports received. _ ` 

After the adoption of the journals of yesterday, Mr. Wæl- 
der said :—I wish to call attention to the proceedings of this 
House, as published in the “Tri-Weekly Times” of 9th Au- 
gust; among the proceedings of Ist August, as published in 
that paper, the following appears : 

“Mr. Waelder introduced a joint resolution providing for the 
“ transcribing and printing of certain general laws and docu- 
“ments, in the German, Spanish and Dutch languages ; read 
», Ist and 2nd times, and engrossed.” 


This is an error. I did not offer any such résolution as the 
one made. On the day, or about the day stated, as the official 
proceedings in the “ Gazette” show, I did offer joint resolu- 
tions providing—not for the transcribing—but for the trans- 
lating and printing of such of the General laws (of course of 


-the present session) as the Governor may deem expedient, in 
, the Spanish and German languages. There is nothing in these 


resolutions about “ Dutch,” or about transcribing anything 
from the “German, Spanish and Dutch languages,” or from 
any of them. I do not desire, Mr. Speaker, to appear upon the 
record as having made a proposition, of which I have never 
thought. I do not know the reason or motive of the publica- 
tion in the “ Times,” nor is it my purpose to inquire into them. 
It may be a simple mistake, and I am willing so to regard the 
matter. But I wish to be right on the record, and therefore 
Tae this explanation, which I ask to be entered on the Jour- 
nal. 

Mr. Randolph, chairman of committee un Claims and Ac- 
counts, made the following report: l 

Austin, August 12th, 1856. 
To the Hon. H. P. Bee, E 
Speaker of- the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Claims and Accounts, to whom was re- 
ferred the petition of Jacob Long; the petition of E. W. Cave, 
Wm. H. Jones, Walker Maul, Martha Durst and A. S. Thur- 
mond, report the same back to the House, and respectfully’ 
ask that the parties entitled to the same, be allowed to with- 
draw them. | 

. Report accepted. 


Mr. Welder presented 4 bill to incorporate the San Aatonio 
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Gas fcompany; read Ist and 2nd times and referred to commit-- 
tee on State A ffarie. : 

Mr. Parsons asked. leave to call up a bill; House refused to 
grant leave. 

Mr. Darden of C., by leave, introduced a bill to amend the 
act to incorporate the Buffalo Bayou, Brazos and Colorado 
Railroad company; read Ist and 2nd times, and referred to 
committee on Internal Improvements. 
| Mr. Truehart, by leave, presented a bill for the relief.of the 
| heirs of J. S. Morehead; read Ist and 2nd times, and referred 
| to committee on Public Debt. 


| Land District—“Live Oak county;” read Ist and 2nd times, 
| and referred to committee on Land Office. . 
| tion of an act entitled “an Act to change the sixth and ninth 
Judicial Districts of the State of Texas, and to define the time 
of holding courts therein;” approved 18th December 1855 ;. 


| pended—read 3d time and passed. 

| Qn motion of Mr. Ochiltree, the rule was suspended, and a 

| bill to prevent slaves from owning certain property therein 
named, taken up. 

| On motion of Mr. Smith of Harris, the word “Exclusive,” 

| was stricken out wherever it occurred in the bill. 

Mr. West offered the following amendment; in the title, 

| strike out the word “own,” and insert the words, ‘from using 

| a8 his own. l 

| On motion of Mr. Smith of Newton, the previous question 

| was ordered, which being on adoption of amendment, the same- 

| Was put and amendment adopted; the question then being on 

| engrossment of the bill, the same was ordered to be engrossed, 

by a vote of 45 yeas to 15 nays. 

Í| On motion of Mr. Cleveland of L., the vote on engrossment 

of a bill to provide for the payment of witnesses, clerks and 

Sheriffs, was reconsidered and postponed until 11 o’clock, A.. 

| XL, to-morrow. i 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the» 

| House of the passage of the folllowing bills, originating in the: 

| House. 

A bill for the relief of Anthony Miller. 

A bill to incorporate the town of Montgomery. 

A bill donating one league of land to Ramon Ortez. 


Mr. McCown, by leave, introduced a bill to create a seperate — 


Mr, Adrian, by leave, presented a bill to amend the 4th sec-- 


read 1st and 2nd times, and ordered to be engrossed—rule sus-- 
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A bill for thé relief of the heirs of-Robert Davidgon,.de- 
ceased, with amendment. © a e 7 tenes 
A bill for the relief of the heirs of George W. Jewell, de- 
ceased. i . Kees 

A Joint resolution, making Corpus Christia port -of Entry. 

A bill to establish a canseway across the Neches River Swamp 
in Orarige county. . .: a A 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Mathias Wilbarger;:de- 
‘ceased. as 8 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of James Selman, deceased, 

A bill for the relief of Robert S. Patton. mo 

A bill to amend the 9th section of an-act, entitled an “act 
oe free persons of color;” approved, February 5th, 
1840. 

A bill to validate the act of L. S. M’Micken as Deputy 
County clerk, of Polk county. ee 

And an act to amend an act entitled an act to incorporate 

the Brazos Branch Railroad company. ; 

On motion of Mr. Crosby, the House adjourned until half 

past 7 o’clock, P. M. : ” - i 


Seven, o'clock P, M. 

House met pursuant to adjournment—rọll called—quorym 
present. Question pending when the House adjourned last 
night, viz: 

A bill making appropriation to pay a portion of the public 
debt, taken up. 

Mr. Ochiltree withdrew his motion, made last night far the 
previous question. 

Mr. Tarlton, one the committse on Internal Improvement, 
‘by leave, reported as follows: — > 8 

The committee on Internal Improvements, to whom was-re 
ferred a bill to donate land to certain persons-therein named, 
for the improvement of the channel between the Corpus Christ 
and Aransas passes, have had the same under consideration, ant 
peg leave to report: that, in view of the great facilities.-ths! 
will be afforded to a vast extent of country, the inhabitants e 
which, are laboring under heavy disadvantages and subjected 
enormous expenses for the want of the means of cheap trani- 
portation, and believing that the opening up of this channt! 
will give the relief sought, they would respectfully recommen! 
the passage of the bill aforesaid. 

Report received. 


~ 
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| Phe House“ again proceeded to the consideration: of fhe Pub- 
| lic Debt bill. 
| Mri Paylor offered the following aniendment: 

Amend by-engrossed Rider. 


| Sec. —. And be it further enactéd,; that. the entire amount 

| of money set forth in ‘the preceding séction of this bill, be 

| equally divided among the several counties of this State, ac- 

| cording to population, to be by them applied to works of In- 

| ternal Improvements, or in aid of education, as they may elect. 

| Mr. Smith of Harris, moved to lay the amendment on the 

| table, the yeas and nays were called for, and stoed thus: 

| Yeas. — Messrs. Speaker Adrian. Ardvey, Arnold, Brown, 
Busby, Cleveland of L., Céosby, Darden of C., Darden of G., 

| Davis, Dennis, Dickson of R. R. , Ector , Gaines, Galloway , Gay, 

l King, Kittrell, McCown, Moore,? Norton, Ochiltree, wings, 

| Patsons, Randolph, Runnels, Sayles, Shepard, Smith of Harris, 

Sith of Harrison, Stedman Sullivan, Tarlton, Throckmor- 

t ton, Thompson, Tompkins, Trigg, Truehart, Weelder, West 

and W oisham—42. 

|  Nays— Messrs. Bonner , Burress, Cook, Dalrymple, Dickson 
of G., Ellison, Hale, ‘Hooker, ‘Junker, Lawhon, Martin of H., 

Martin of L., McClanahan. M eMillin, Melton, Merrick, Mid- 

| dleton, Parker of A,,, Parker of T. , Poag, Beeves, Richardson, 

Rushing, Selman, Shaw, Stout, Tayler, White, Williams of 

L, Williams of 6. A., Witt and Wood—32. 

| Bo the amendment was laid on the table. 

Mr. Ochiltree moved the previous question. 

A call of the House was ordered. 

‘Mr. Stedman moyed a suspension of the call—Lost. 

| Mr. Burress moved to dispatch the Sergeant-at-arms for ab- 

| sentees—Lost. 

| On motion of Mr Ochiltree, Mr. Pollock was excused from 

attendance on the House on account of indisposition. 

| Onmotion of Mr, Stedman, the Sergeant-at-arms was des- 
patched for absent members. 

| ta Green moved to adjourn until 8 o ‘clock to-morrow— 
ot. 

| “Ms Ector moved a suspension of the call—Lost. 

~My. Cleveland of L., moved a suspenion: of the call Lost, 
r, Tarlton moved to suspend the call—Lost. 

| Mr Darden of &., moved to adjourn until 8 9 ‘clock, A. M., 

| to-morrow—Lost. 

Mr. Reeves moved a suspension of the call—Lost. 
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Mr. Poag moyed to adjourn until 7 1-2 o'clock, A.M., to- 
‘morrow. . g > CRTE E 
Mr. Cleveland of .L, moved a suspension of the call-—Loat, 
On motion of Mr. Brown, the call was suspended. 
The question being the final passage of the bill. 
Mr. Locke parred off with Mr. Dancy. - . 
Mr Askew “ € - © Latham. 
_Mr. Mabry “ “ & “ Darden of C. 
Mr. Charlton ““ “ “ © Throckmorton. 
Mr. Dougherty ®© “ “ “ Runnels. 
Mr. Francis “ “ ‘“ “© Brown. 
The vote upon the final passage of the bill, stood thus: 
Yras.—Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, Bell, 
Busby, Cleveland of B., Crosby, Darden of G., Davis, Dennis, 
Ector, Gaines, Galloway, Gay, King,. Kittrell, McCown, 
Moore, Norton, Ochiltree, Owings, Parker of T., Parsons, 
Randolph, Sayles, Shepard, Smith of Harris, Smith of Har- ' 
rison, Stedman, Sullivan, Tarlton, Thompson, Tompkins, 
Trigg, Truehart, Welder, West, Wood and Worsham—40, 
Nays.—Messrs. Bonner, Burress, Cleveland of L., Cook, 
Dalrymple, Dickson of R. R.,. Dickson of G., Ellison, Green, 
Hale, Hooker, Junker, Lawhon, Martin of H., Martin ot L, 
McClanahan, McMillin, Melton, Merrick, Middleton, Parker 
of A., Poag, Reeves, Richardson, Rushing, Selman, Shaw, 
Smith of Newton, Stout, Taylor, White, Williams of E., 
Williams of S. A. and Witt—34 
= Ochiltree, moved a reconsideration of the vote just 
taken. l 
Mr. Dickson of G., moved to adjourn until 8 4 o’clock, A. 
M., to-morrow. ae 
Mr. Ochiltree withdrew his motion to reconsider. = 
Mr. White made the following point of order; that it tooka 
two-third vote to pass the bill. 
The Speaker ruled against the point. 
Mr, White appealed from the decision of the Chair; where- 
upon, the yeas and nays were called and stood as follows: 
Yras.—Messrs. Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, Bell, Brown, Bus- 
by, Cleveland of B., Darden of C., Darden of G., Davis, Den- 
nis, Galloway, Gay, King, Kittrell, McCown, Moore, Norton, 
Ochiltree, Owings, Parker of T., Parsons Randolph, Sayles, 
mith of Harrison, Stedman, Throckmorton, Thompson, 
ompkins, Trigg, Truehart, Welder and Worsham—33. 
Nays.—Messrs. Bonner, Burress, Cleveland of L., Gook, 
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Dalrymple, Dickson of R. R., Dickson of G., Ellison, Green, 
Hale, Hooker, Junker, Lawhon, Martin of H., Martin of L.y 
McClanahan, McMillin, Melton, Merrick, Middleton, Parker, 
of A., Poag, Reeves, Richardson, Runnels, Rushing, Selman, 


Shaw, Stout. Tarlton, Taylor, West, White, Williams of L,- 


Williams of S. A., Witt and Wood.—37. 


So the House refused to sustain the decision of the Speaker, 
snd decided that the bill was lost, it requiring two-thirds to 
pass 1t. 

On motion of Mr. Dickson of G., the House adjourned ’till 
8 o'clock, A. M., to-morrow. 

House or REPRESENTATIVES, ) ` 
‘ Austin, August 14th, 1856. ° 

House met pursuant to adjoutnment—roll called—quoram 

present. Journal of yesterday read and adopted. 
. Mr. West moved a reconsideration of the vote taken last 
night, refusing to sustain the decision of the Speaker; deciding 
that a simple majority was sufficient to pass the bill making 
| appropriation to pay a portion of the Public Debt. 

On motion of Mr. Brown, a call of the House was ordered, 
and Sergeant-at-arms despatched for absent members. j 
-On motion of Mr. Dennis, the call was suspended. 

l A message was received from the Senate, announcing to the 
House, the passage of the following bills, originating in the 
Senate: i 

A bill for the relief of John Todd and Chas. Stanley. 

A bill for the relief of David M. Fulton. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Susan Latham. 

A bill to amend an act to create the county of Comanche. 

| A bill to authorzie the Commissioner of the General Land Of 
| Gce to-issue patents upon certain Surveys, heretofore made 
| apon the Islands of Mustang, Matagorda and St. Joseph. 

| A bill to incorporate the Brazoria, High School. - 

A bill to incorporate the town of Mt. Pleasant. 


és Also of the passage of the following bills, originating in the 
| House: ` 

A bill for the relief of Wm. B. Jaques. 

A bill for the relief Reese D. Price. 

or bill to estabish an institution for the education of the 
ind- * 

A bill to create the county of Hardin. 

A bill to incorporate the town of Fairfield. 


And a bill to establish and incorporate Woodville College. 
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‘A bill to incorporate the Caldwell Lodge, No. 48, I. O. O: F. 

A bill to authorize a patent to issue upon the certificate of 
Alfred Atkinson. 

-And a bill to consolidate’ into one, and to‘amend the several 
acts, inéorporating Galveston, with. an. amendment; and that 
the Senate had adopted the following -resolntion : 

Resolved, The Honse coficurring, that the two Houses meet 
inj; Joint Session on Monday the 18th inst:, at 10 o’clock; A; M., 
for the purpose of electing an Engineer and Superintendent. 

,,On motion of Mr. Ochiltree, a call of the House was ordered. 

“On motion of Mr. Moore, the Sergeant-at‘arms.was despatch 
ed after absenices. | 

On motion of Mr. Sullivan, Messrs. Ector, and Poag, were 
excnsed attendance on the House. 

On motion of Mr. Cleveland of L., the call was suspended. 

The previous question was then ordered, which being.on the 
reconsideration of the vote, reversing the decision of the Chair, 
the same was put, and the House refused to reconsider by the 
following vote : 

Yuas.— Messrs. Adrian, Aidrey, Arnold, Bell, Brown, Bus- 
by, Cleveland: of B., Crosby, Darder of O,, Darden of G., 
Davis, Dennis, Gaines, Galloway, Gay, King, Kittrell, McCown, 
Moore, Norton, Ochiltree, Owings, Parker of T., Parsons, Pet- 
tus, Randolph, Sayles, Shepard, Smith of- Harris, Smith of 
Harrison, Stedman, Tarlton, Throckmorton, Thompson, Trigg, 
Welder, West and Worsham—37. 

Nays. —Messrs. Bonner, Charlton, Cleveland of L., Cook, 
Dalrymple, Dickson of R. R., Dickson of G.. Dougherty, Elli- 
son, Francis, Green, Hale, Hooker, Junker, Lawhon, Martin 
of H., Martin of L McClanahan, McMillin, Melton, Merrick, 
Middleton, Parker of A., Pollock , Richardson, Runnels, Rush- 
ing, Selman, Shaw, Smith of N. , Stout, Sullivan, Taylor, 
ee Williams of L., Williams of 8. A., Witt and Wood— 


“Bo the House refused to reconsider the vote. 

. Onmotion of Mr. Kittrell, a bill to be entitled. “ An Act 
for the support of Schools,” was taken up and on motion of 
Mr. Kittrell, postponed until 10 o clock, A. M., to-day. 

On motion of Mr. Throckmorton, a Senate pill for the re- 
lief of the heirs of George W. Jewell, deceased, was taken up 
and amendments of the Senate concurred in. 

Mr. Randolph, one of the Joint Committee on Hnrolled vilis 
made the following report : 
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l Coumirrer Room, 
~ Austin, August 13, 1856. 
Yo the Hon. H. P. Bee,’ 3: p 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 
| The Joint Committee on Enrolled bills, have examined the 
| following bills, and find them correctly enrolled and- properly 
| signed by the President of the Senate and Speaker of the 


| House, were this day presented to the Governor for his appro- 
| val, viz ; : 


An act authorizing the Commissioner of Claims to employ - 


| an additional clerk. 
An act to authorize the clerk of the county Court of Hous- 
| ton county, to transcribe the mark and brand book of said 
| county, and index the same. 
| An act for the relief of Powhatan Archer, l 
| Andan act to incorporate the Yeagua, Turnpike and Bridge 
i| company. ' 
| Mr. Brown of the same committee, reported correctly enrol- 
led and signed, the following bills, which were presented this 
| day to the Governor for his approval : 
A bill authorizing John Mooney to construct a dam across 
the San Marcos River. 
A bill to incorporate the Galveston Gas company. 
A bill for the relief of John Moody. 
A bill to incorporate the town of New Salem. 
A bill to incorporate the town of Helena, in Karnes county. 
| And a bill to incorporate the University of St. Mary in the 
city of Galveston. 

| Mr. Dennis chairman of committee on Engrossed bills, re- 
E ported correctly engrossed the following bills: 
| A bill to provide for the payment of fees, in State cases, 
| A bill to authorize the county Court of Karnes county, to 
Hevy an additional tax for the purpose of building a jail. 
| And a bill for the relief of Giles 8. Boggess. 
| Mr. Sullivan, chairman, pro tem, of committee on Internal 
Improvements, reported, recommending the passage of a bill 
lo incorporate the Colorado Valley Railroad company, with 
the following amendments : 
| Amend Ist by adding Section 6th. | 
| Beit enacted, that nothing in thig act shall be so construed. 
s to entitle this company to any of the benefits of the act 
assed at the present session of the Legislature, entitled “ An 
act to provide for the investment of the special school fund, 
: 25 
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in the bonds 6f Railroad companies incorporated by the State. 

Sec. 7th. - That in order to entitle said company to avail 
themselves of the benefits of the act, entitled an act to encour= 
age the construction of Railroads in Texas, by donations of 
Lands, approved January 30th, 1854, said company shall be 
deemed to surrender the grant of land secured to them by the 


15th section of the charter of said company. 


Provided that said company shall not be entitled to any 
donation of land for any portion of their Road, constructed 
North or North-West of the town of Columbus, in the county 
of Colorado. a 

Mr. Sullivan also reported, recommending the passage of a 
bill to authorize certain counties, cities and towns, to aid in 
the construction of Railroads, by subscription to their stock, 
and to provide for the payment of the same with the following 
amendments: | l 

Amendment Ist. 

Tn section Ist, strike out “and all other counties in this 
State which may desire.” ` | 


Amendment 2nd. = 
Tn section 4th, line Ist, strike out “majority,” and insert, 


“two-thirds,” and wherever else it occurs in the bill. 
On motion of Mr. Gay, rule suspended, and the bill just re 
ported recommending certain counties, cities and towns to aid 
in the construction of Railroads by subscription to their stock 
and to provide for the payment of the same, was taken up ani 
amendments of the committee adopted. l 
Mr. Stedman offered the following amendment to the bill 
` Amend section Ist, by adding the county of Rusk —Adop 
ted. 
Mr. Randolph proposed the following amendment: | 
Provided that the property of non-residents of the counti 
mentioned in the act shall not be taxed. - 
On motion of Mr. Dalrymple, laid on the table. 
Mr. Runnels offered the following amendment : 
Insert after the word “counties,” and all counties, incor 
rated towns and cities in the State of Texas, that feel inta 
ested in the Memphis, Fulton & El Paso Railroad. | 
On motion of Mr. Trigg, laid.on the table. 
Mr. Gaines offered the following amendment : 
Provided that any counties named in this’bill, that sh 
levy a special tax, it shall be the duty of the Chief Justict 
said county, to notify the Chief Justices of each county 
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| the State, that such tax has been levied; which on motion of 
E Mr. Davis was laid on the table. ., t 


| Mr. Dennis offered the following amendment, to come in at 
$ the end of--section 


Provided that all non-residents who own real estate in. ‘the 


Mm counties herein mentioned, shall be allowed to vote at said. 
E election. 
= On motion of Mr. Trige, the previous question was ‘ordered, 


Ú which being on engrossment of bill, the same was ordered to 
im be engrossed by the following vote : 


E Busby, Charlton, Cleveland of B., Dalrymple, Darden of C., 
Í Darden of G., Davis, Dickson of R. R., Dickson of G., Ector, 
m Ellison, Francis, Galloway, Gay, Green, Hale, Hooker, Kit- 
Btrell, Lawhon, McClanahan, McMillin, M elton, Merrick, Mid- 
Edleton, Moore, Norton, Owings, Parker of T. , Parsons, Pettus, 
B Rushing, Selman, ‘Smith of Harrison, Taylor, Throckmorton, 
Trigg, Welder, White, Williams of L., Williams of S. A. and 
EW ood—-48. 
Nays.—Messrs. Brown, Cleveland. of L., Dennis, Gaines, 
| Junker, King, Martin of L., Parker of A., Pollock, Randolph, 
Reeves, Richardson, Runnels, Sayles, Shaw, Shepard, Smith of 
Warris, Stout, Sullivan, Tarlton, West, Witt, and Worsham. 
23. 


S Mr. Darden moved to suspend rule, A put bill on its final 
massage— Lost, 


S Mr. Smith of Harris, moved to reconsider the vote refusing 
m pass Probate Court bill. 


Mr, Cleveland of Liberty, moved to lay neon to reconsider 


fm. table— Lost. 


| K motion of Mr. Throckmorton, the motion to reconsider 
s postponed till 11 o’clock, Tuesday, 19th inst. 
Mr Brown, under the resolution of the House, withdrew 


E thout prejudice to the same, the papers and petitions of the 
llowing parties : 


The heirs of John O. Bryan, deceased. 
“«  « « Benjamin Stoner, “ 


} «a John Brown, n 
(Che heirs of Jonathan Scott, deceased. 
ec « «© Ann Riley, s 


Fhe Speaker then can need titat the ten minutes would. 
hereafter enforced in debate. 


e hour having arrived, the special order, viz 


Yzas.—Messrs, Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Bell, Burress, — 
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‘ A bill toprovide for the support of Schools, taken up: — - 


Mr. Kittrell proposed to amend by striking out the three 

ffest lines except the two last words, | SS 
an Throckmorton moved to lay the amendment on the 

table. 

~ The yeas and nays were called for, and the House refused to 

lay the amendment on the table by the following vote : 

YeEas—Mesars. Adrian, Arnold, Burress, Cleveland of B., 
Dougherty, Ector, Ellison, Galloway, King, Ochiltree, Par- 
sons, Reeves, Shepard, Smith of Harris, Stedman, Stout, Tarl- 
ton, Throckmorton, Thompson, Weelder, and White—21. 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Ardrey, Bell, Brown, Busby, 
Charlton, Cleveland of L., Cook, Dalrymple, Darden of G., 
Davis, Dennis, Dickson of G., Dickson of R. R., Francis, 
Gaines, Green,-Hale, Hooker, Junker, Kittrell, Lawhon, Mar- 
tin of H., Martin of L., McClanahan, McCown, McMillin, 
Melton, Moore,. Owings, Parker of A., Parker of T., Pettus, 
Pollock, Randolph, Richardson, Runnels, Rushing, Sayles, 
Selman, Shaw, Smith of Harris, Sullivan, Taylor, Williams of 
L., Williams.of 8. A., Witt, Wood, and Worsham—49. 

Mr. White proposed to substitute the amendment as fol- 
lows : p 

“Strike out $600,000 and insert, all of the U. 8. bonds re- 
maining in the Treasury, not otherwise appropriated. after the 
adjournment of the present Legislature. ” 

Mr. Chariton moved to lay the bill, amendment and substi- 
tute on the table. 

The yeas and nays were called, and the House refused to lay 
the bill, amendment and substitute on the table by the follow- 
ing vote : l 

Yuas—Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, Bonner, 
Charlton, Cleveland of L., Crosby, Davis, Dickson of R. R, 
Ellison, Green, Junker, Ochiltree, Owings, Runnels, Shepard, 
and Stout—19. 

Nays—Messrs. Bell, Brown, Burress, Busby, Cleveland of 
B., Cook, Dalrymple, Darden of C., Darden of G., Dennis, 
Dickson of G., Dougherty, Ector, Francis, Gaines, Galloway, 
Hale, Hooker, King, Kittrell, Lawhon, Martin of H., Martin 
of L., McCown, McClanahan, McMillin, Melton, Merrick, Nor- 
ton, Parker of A., Parker of T., Parsons, Pettus, Pollock, 
Randolph, Reeves, Rushing, Sayles, Selman, Shaw, Smith of 
Harris, Smith of Harrison, Smith of N., Stedman, Sullivan, 
Tarlton, Taylor, Throckmorton, Thompson, Weelder, White, 


389 


Williams of L., Williams of S. A., Witt, Wood, and Worsham 
—55. Se ae 7 

On motion of Mr. Moore, the substitute was laid on the table. 
_ On motion of Mr. Davis, the House adjourned till 74 o’clock, 
P M.—pending Mr. Kittrell’s amendment. © . =° p 

l 74 o’ctock P. M. 

_ Houge net pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present. - 

Mr. Melton called up a bil! to incorporate the Linden acad- 
emy ; read 2nd time and ordered to be engrossed; rule sus- 
pended, read third time, by caption, and passed by a two-third 
vote. p 
Mr. Ochiltree, chairman of jadiciary committee, reported 
recommending the indefinite postponement ef the petition of 
M. V. Powell and H. L.: Powell. ; 

-Recommending the passage of a bill to have the records of 
Menard county transcribed ; reported back the petition of the 
heirs of McGown, expressing the opinion that the same required 
no legislation; and recommended the passage of a joint rese- 
lution to amend the 31st section of the Constitution ; and re- 
commending the indefinite postponement of a bill to prevent 
Stallions and Jacks from running at large—reports received. 

Mr. McClanahan called up a bill to legitimatize Amanda 
Matilda, daughter of Eliza R. Sprecher; read and ordered to be 
engrossed ; rule suspended, read third time and passed. 

Mr. Merrick called upa bill to incorporate the Mexican 
Gulf and Rie Grande Railroad company, with report from the 
committee on Internal Improvements, recommending amend- 
aents—report and amendments adopted. 

Mr. Brown offered the following amendment: Sec. —. That 
said company to be entitled to the provisions of this shall be 
required to locate and designate the terminus of said road on 
the gulf or bay within one year from the passage of this act, 
said fact to be recorded in the office of the county clerk of the 
county in which the terminus may be situated —adopted. 

Mr Burress offerred the following amendment, which was on 
motion of Mr. Throckmorton, laid on the table: 

_ Provided, that the State shall always have the right to regu- 
wie the rates of charges for freight and passengers upon said. 
road. l 

Mr. Sullivan offered the following amendment: Provided: 
this company shall be required to sell their land at such time 
48 has been prescribed to other companies, in an act to éncour- 


“873m tg 


~- a a a weep me A ga 


ie £ n cere 


390 


age the construction of Railroads in Texas by donations of land, 
and approved 30th Jannary, 1854—Adopted. 
Mr. Throckmorton proposed to amend as follows : 


In section 15, after the word “survey,” strike out the words 
“ recognition or otherwise.” . 

Mr. Pollock proposed to amend the amendment as follows: 
By striking out all the words in the bill that create a reserva- 
tion of land in favor of said Railroad. 

Mr. Merrick moved to Jay the amendment te the amend- 
ment on the table—yeas and nays called and stood: 

YeEsas—Messrs. Ardrey, Adrian, Bell, Cleveland of B., Cook, 
Darden of C., Davis, Dickson of G., Dougherty, Ector, Fran- 
cis, Gay, Green, Hooker, Kittrell, Lawhon, Martin of H., 
McCown, Melton, Merrick, Owings, Parker of T., Pettus, 
Richardson, Shaw, Smith of Harrison, Stedman, Sullivan, 
Throckmorton, Truehart, Waelder, White, Williams of L., 
and Worsham—34. 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Arnold, Bonner, Burress, Busby, 
Cleveland of L., Dalrymple, Dennis, Ellison, Gaines, Hale, 
Junker, King, Martin of L., McClanahan, McMillin, Middle- 
ton, Moore, Norton, Ochiltrée, Parker of A., Parsons, Poag, 
Pollock, Randolph, Reeves, Runnels, Rushing, Selman, 
Shepard, Stout, Thompson, Trigg, Williams of S. A., and 
Wood—35. 

So the House refused to lay the amendment on the table. 

The question being upon the adoption of the amendment 
to the amendment, the yeas and nays were called and stood: 

YxEas—Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, Bonner, 
Burress, Busby, Cleveland of L., Dalrymple, Darden of O., 
Davis, Dennis, Dickson of R. R., Ellison, Francis, Geines, 
Galloway, Hale, Hooker, Junker, King, Martin of H., Martin 
of L., McClanahan, McMillin, Melton, Middleton, Moore, 
Norton, Ochiltree, Parker of A., Parker of T., Pollock, Ran- 
dolph, Reeves, Rushing, Sayles, Selman, Shaw, Shepard, 
Smith of N., Stout, Sullivan, Thompson, Waelder, Williams 
of L., Williams of 8. A., and Wood—48, 

Nays—Messrs. Bell, Cook, Dickson of G., Ector, Gay, 
Green, Kittrell, Lawhon, Merrick, Owings, Parsons, Pettus, 
Runnels, Smith of Harrison, Taylor, Throckmorton, Trigg, 
Truehart, White, and Worsham—20. 

n Ko the amendment as amended was adopted. . 
a Mr. Stout proposed to amend as follows: | 
‘All the wild and Mexican hogs, rattlesnakes, and prickley 
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pears, within ten miles of the route of said road, aré hereby 
ere for the use and benefit of said road,” —laid on the 
- table. 

-Mr. Williams of 8, A., offered the following amendment : 

Amend by striking out all that portion of the charter which 
secures to the company 16 sections of land to the mile, leav- 
ing said company all the benefit of an act to encourage the 
construction of railroads in Texas, by donations of land, ap- 
proved 30th January, 1854,—laid on the table. 

Main question ordered, which being the engrossment of the 
bill, the same was put and bill ordered to be engrossed—rule 
suspended, read 3d time and passed by the following vote : 

YeEas—Messrs, Adrian, Arnold, Bell, Bonner, Burress, 
Busby, Cleveland of B., Dalrymple, Darden of C., Dennis, 
Dickson of R. R., Dickson of G., Dougherty, Ector, Ellison, 
Francis, Gaines, Gay, Green, Hale, Hooker, Junker, King, 
Kittrell, Martin of H., Martin of L., McClanahan, McCown, 
Melton, Merrick, Moore, Owings, Parker of A., Parker of T., 
Parsons, Pettus, Pollock, Reeves, Richardson, Runnels, 
Rushing, Selman, Shepard, Smith of Harrison, Smith of N., 
Stedman, Taylor, Throckmorton, Trigg, Truehart, Waelder, 
Williams of L., and Worsham—53. 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Ardrey, Cleveland of L., Galloway, 
Lawhon, Middleton, Norton, Randolph, Sayles, Shaw, Stout, 
Sullivan, Thompson, Williams of S. A., and Wood—l15. 

So the bill passed by a two-third vote. 

Mr. Martin of L., called up a Senate bill to donate land to 
certain persons therein mentioned, for the improvement of the 
channel between Corpus Christi and Aransas Pass; read and 
passed to 3d reading, rule suspended, read 3d time, and passed. 
by a two-third vote. 

_ Mr. Middleton called up a bill for the relief of Joseph Hen- 
son; read and ordered to be engrossed, rule suspended, read 
od time, and passed. i 

Mr. Martin of H., called wp a bill authorizing the disposi- 
tion and sale of the University Lands, with a report from the 
committee on Education, recomménding a substitute for the 
bill,—substitute adopted. 

Mr. Kittrell offered the following amendment, to come in 
at the end of Ist section : À , 

Provided that dividing said laħds into one hundred and sixty. 
acre tracts, shall consist in running section lines one mile 
apart, and establishing corners at the end of every half mile. 
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Mr. Pettus proposed to amend by striking out $3 and in- 
serting one dollar per acre. ~~ a 

On motion of Mr. Adrian, laid on the table. _ 

Mr. Kittrell’s amendment adopted. . 

Mr. Arnold proposed to amend by striking out all of section 
12, line 3, after the words “for the same.” 

Mr. Norton moved to adjourn until 8 o’clock, to-morrow, 
A. M.,—carried. 

House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
AUSTIN, Aug. 15th, 1856. 

House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present. Journal of yesterday read adopted. 

A message was received from the Senate announcing to the 
House the passage of the following bills originating in the 
House : 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Elizabeth Howard, de- 
ceased, and other persons therein named, and 

A. bill for the relief of Edgar Pallesto, and of the following 
bills originating in the Senate: 

n A billfor the reliefof Georgiana M. Lewis, wido w of A. Irwin 
ewis. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Edward Wingate. 

© i « Jonas Gilbert and others. 


j e “ James L. Ewing. 
i $ « Wm. Frels. 
s cs “ Wm. Dewoody. 


A bill to quiet land titles. 

A bill in relation to special Judges of the Supreme Court of 
Texas. 

A bill to repeal an act, donating to actual settlers on vacant 
public domaim 160 acres of land. 

A bill to amend the Ist and 5th sections of an act creating 
the county of Young, approved February 2nd, 1856. 

A bill to authorize Albert G. Hunt to construct a road and 
bridge across the Yeagua, at or near Blake’s crossing. 

A bill concerning the school land of Navarro county. 

And a bill to authorize the location, settlement and sale of 
the Mississippi and Pacific Railroad reserve. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr. Kittrell presented the petition of sundry citizens. of 
Walker county; referred the committee on State affairs.’ 

Also the petition of A. H. Cook; referred to a special com- 
mittee of three. 

Mr. McMillin presented the petition of 238 citizens of Cory 


98 
ell county; referred to.the committee on Internal Improve- 


ents. 

Mr. Smith of Harris presented the petition of James Curry 5 
referred to committee No. 2, on private land claims. 7 

Mr. Wood presented the petition of ‘sundry citizens of Burleson 
and Milam counties , referred to the committe on-county boun- 
| daries. s Sa k 
|” Mr. Ochiltree presented the petition of Daniel Martindale ; 
referred to a select committee of three. 

Mr. West presented the petition of Jno. T. Miller assignee ; 
referred to the committee on public debt. . 

Mr. Reeves presented the petition of H. H. Davis; referred. 
to a select committee of five. 

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES. 

Mr. Smith of Harris, chairman of the committee on public - 
debt,.made the following reports : 
| The committee on public debt to whom was referred the bill 
| for the relief of the heirs of Solomon R. Peck, have had the 
| same under consideration and have instructed their chairman: 
| to report as follows: 


- Vouchers given by officers of the army for articles furnished 
E tothe army in the winter of 1835-6, have been submitted to 
| the committee in support of the claim made on behalf of the 
| heirs of Solomon R. Peck, deceased. Their authenticity and 
| correctness have been vouched for by persons familiar with the 
| handwriting of the officers who have signed and receipted.for 
| the accounts. The originals are herewith filed—report re- 
| ceived. = l 

| Also: the committee on publie debt, to whom was referred 
| the petition of B. F. Tarry, asking for land, to. which the peti- 
| tioner alleges he is entitled as a settler in Texas previously to 
| the declaration of Independence and also as a Volunteer in the 
| army of the late Republic of Texas, have examined the testi- 
$ mony in the case, and report as follows: 

; B. E. Tarry was a permanent settler and resident in Texas 
| previous tothe declaration of Independence, and being then a 
| single man, was entiled to one-third of a league of land. He 

i also served for three months in the army and is entitled there- 
| fore to three bundred and twenty acres. Your committee have 
| Instructed their chairman to report a bill accordingly ; report 

received and bill read 1st time. 
= Also reported as follows on a bill to grant land scrip to Sam- 
} uel St. John, Jr. . . 
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‘Jr.,” having had the same under consideration, have instructed 


‘committee. 


established by the following correspondence, to wit : 
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. Committee Room, . 
Aug, 12th, 1856. 


To the Honorable H. P. Bee, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


The committee on Public Debt, to whom was referred the 
bill entitled “an act to grant Land Scrip to Samuel St. John, 


me to report that the following facts are established before the 


That Mr. St. John did in the year 1835, donate to the Pro- 
visional Government of Texas, the sum of one thousand dol- $ 
lars, and again in 1836, prior to the battle, of San Jacinto, $ 
did donate the further sum of five thousand dollars, as is fully 


Mose, 22d February, 1836. 
His Excellency Henry Smith, l 
Governor of Tewas: l 

Sir: On this memorable day, dear to the heart ot every 
American, who would venerate the memory of the “ Father off 
his Country,” I would beg leave to offer the people of Texa 
a donation of five thousand dollars, to aid them in their pre 
sent struggle for Liberty; a struggle to free them from tha 
shackles of usurpation, and lawless Tyranny ! 2 

Your order, or that of the proper officer of the Texan Gov 
ernment, on McKinney & Williams, will be duly honored fo 
that amount. | 

It is known to many of the early settlers in Austin’s Colony 
that in 1832, at the solicitation of Samuel M. Williams, | 

visited that Coluny. I can-scarcely express the delight I ex 
perienced in viewing the ‘Garden of America.” The mosi 

eautiful Parks in England, cultivated at great expense, neve 
excited the pleasurable sensations which pervaded my breas 
in witnessing “ natur’es productions ” in the ‘ clustered prairies 
-of Texas. 

The mines of wealth embodied in her soil, only needing thi 
hand of North American industry to bring them forth, struci 
me most forcibly, and as cotton appears to be the most desira 
-ble and profitable product, I endeavored to stimulate the set 
‘Hers to a rivalry in good cuitivatian and preparation of tha 
article, by offering Premiums for the best crops of cotton, pro 
curing the best cotton gins, &e. 

I hope the importance of this subject may induce the Gor 
ernment,.when they skal have been relieved. from their threat 
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ened oppression, to turn their attention to the matter, and by 
offering, through agricultural Societies or otherwise, premiums. 
for the best crops, from the smallest to the largest, thus estab- 
lish the character of Texas’ cotten as pre-eminent abroad, as 
her soil is superior to her neighbors, for the cultivation of the 
greatest staple upon earth ! 

Wishing the people of Texas, entire success in their threaten- 
ed overthrow by Santa Anna, 

I am most respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 


SAMUEL ST. JOHN, Js., 


. DEPARTMENT oF STATE. 
Vexasco, 1st June,1836. 
Samuel St. John, Esg: 
Sir: I am instructed by the President and Cabinet of the 
Government of Texas, to say to you, that we have viewed your 
conduct with pleasure, and are impressed with a sense of the 
‘liveliest gratitude for the repeated evidences of disinterested 
liberality, which our country has received at your hands. 

In times of general prosperity, the Capitalist who advances. 
| funds to a Government, deserves nothing more than a fair re- 
|muneration for his loan. l 
| But, when an infant Republic, just sprung into existence, 

without a Government at home, or credit abroad, is compelled 
to carry on a defensive war against a powerful Tyrant, whose 
| watch-word was “ Extermination,” and whose march is traced 
| by’ the desolation which is left behind him—when a cloud of 
the most dark and angry character was lowering over us 
when “ hope deferred,” had almost sunk into despondency— 
the man who like you, could make such liberal donations, de- 
serves and receives a Nation’s gratitude. __ 

But for the frequent and well timed aid, which you, and 
f such as you, have so liberally afforded, it is scarcely probable 
that we could have sustained the war up to this period, and 
Blexas, the fairest portion of the Continent, might now have 

been what Santa Anna had threatened to make it, “a howling 
wilderness !” a a 
It affords us, however, pleasure to inform yon, that a very 
sshort time has produced a most fortunate change in the aspect 
of our affairs, and we have every reason to hope for the speedy 
mtermination of the war... .; ..” = : 
| Should your inclination ever lead you to visit our country, 
Mou will find ‘that’ your conduct has made impressions, 
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which will not be obliterated by time, or forgotten in the hour 
of good fortune. mo l T ae 
Please actept the assurances of my high consideration and 
regard. `: ; WM. H. JACK. 
os Secretary of State. 
The committee had before them, duly certified copies of the 
above letters from the Department of State. , | 
They had also the following letter from Bhomas F. McKinney, & 
Esq., of Texas, (formerly agent of the Republic) addressed to $E 
sundry members of this Legislature. 
Gaveston, 17th July, 1856. 
Gentlemen :—Having met Mr St. John, and conversed with E 
him upon the subject of his father’s services to Texas in 1836, and $ 
knowing he had received only the principal, without interest, of $S 
his advances to Texas, and that in land scrip; I suggested to him, $ 
that [had no doubt the Legislature would cheerfully pay the i 
interest, upon examination of the facts, which are as follows: i 
Mr. St. John was then one of the most prosperous merchants im 
of the South, and at a meeting in Mobile, he donated for the 
aid of Texas, one thousand dollars. rr : 
Subsequently, I was sent to New Orleans to try and negotiate 
a loan, in which I failed. 
Imet Mr. St. John, who upon being advised of the great 
necessity tben pressing upon Texas, and want of funds,l 
promptly, without any solicitation on my part, donated an ad 
ditional five thousand dollars; both ot these amounts were ing 


that session. Iasked Mr. DeCordova why he did‘ not also in- 
clude the interest, to which he replied, “ he was afraid it would 
not pass.” I have suggested to Mr. St. John, that the payment 
of interest was equally just, and as his father really needed if, 
he ought to ask for it. : 
If you think with me, I shall feel obliged to you, to support 
a bill to pay it in lands, or otherwise, as Mr. St. John may re 
quest. Most truly, Your friend and servant, | 
THOMAS F. McKINNEY. 
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Your committee, having investigated the subject, and given 
itits due consideration, have prepared a substute for the bill. 


In presenting it, however, they do not offer is as a pay- 
ment for interest-upon a claim. 
. But as the donations of Mr. St, John were generous and.yol- 
untary tributes to the cause. of Liberty, at a critical period, 
and without any intention of presentiug them as claims, and 
as no adequate reimbursement has been made, they consider 
him entitled to the manifestation of gratitude, evinced by the 
accompanying bill, which they have prepared, and now here- 
with submit, respectfully recommending its passage. 
All of which is submitted. , . 
SMITH, of Harris, 
Chairman, . 


| Also reported as follows on the petition of Sterling Dobe 
administrator of Nathanial J. Dobie. 


| Hon. H. P. Bee, 
Speaker of the House of Representutéves : 


| The, committee on Public Debt, to whom was referred the 
I petition of Sterling Dobie, Administrator,on Estate of Nathan- 
tel J. Dobie, formerly of the firm of McCaskill & Dobie, tra- 
iding as merchants at Harrisburg, in this State, in the early 
part of .1836, praying indemnity for the destruction of mer- 
schandize.during the war of the Texas revolution, have carefully - 
aconsidered the same, and have instructed me to say, that said 
memorial, with accompanying proof, establishes the following 
macts: That Nathaniel J. Dobie was, in the spring of 1836; 
bne of the firm of Dobie & McCaskill, engaged in the mer- 
mhantile business, at Harrisburg,on Buffalo Bayou, in the coun- 
my of Harris. At the approach of the enemy, under Santa 
Anna, a few days previous to the battle of San Jacinto, they 
mlaced goods, to the amount of atleast $6,000, on board of the 
mchooner William, commanded by Capt. Johnson. On the ap- 
roach of the enemy, it was rendered necessary to burn the 
fechooner, in order to prevent her cargo from falling into the 
mands of the enemy. The danger was imminent, the Mexi- 
manarmy being encamped two miles distant from the schoo- 
mer, which was aground on Olopper’s bar. An order to that 
@ fect was issued by Col. Robert Potter, then Secretary of the 
Wavy, and the vessel was burned: By this burning, Dobie & 
eeicCaskill lost goods to the amount of at least $6,000, as per. 
feccompanying evidence. In their account, accompanying the 
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petition, is charged, $1,200 for a storehouse, burned by, the 
enemy. This, coming legitimately under the. head of spolia- 
tion claims, was rejected by the committee. E 

With the evidence before them, your committee are of the 
opinion, that inasmuch as the goods of Dobie & McCaskill 
were burned by order of Government, to prevent them from 
falling into the hands ofthe enemy, and thereby, furnishing 
them aid and comfort, it is right and just that they should be 


- indemnified for the same, and instructed ,me‘to report the fol- 


lowing bill, and recommend its passage. 
SMITH; or HARRE, 
TEL Chairman: 

Reports received and bills read 1st time. 

Mr. Ardrey, chairman of a special committee, reported as 
fellows: 

The special committee to whom has been referred the bill 
entitled an act to establish the Revised Statutes of the State of 
Texas and to repeal certain Statutes, havethad the same-under 
consideration, and instruct me to report the samé back to the 
House and recommend its passage, with the accompanying 
amendments which herewith are attached. 

Amend page 215, Article 958, as follows: _ 

. For every conviction in a capital case, which is finally tried 
and determined in the Supreme Court, upon the appeal of the 
defendent, and the judgement affirmed, twenty: five dollars. 

For every conviction and affirmance of Judgement in a cage 
of felony, not capital, fifteen dollars. 

, For representing the State in a Habeas Corpus, before the 
Supreme Court, ten dollars, if the writ be refused. 

For representing the State in a Habeas Corpus, under the 
provisions of Article 29, ten dollars, if the writ be refused. 

_Amend Article 959: os 

For every conviction in a capital case, where the Judgement 
of the District Court is affirmed, or no appeal is taken, twenty 
five dollars. . : 

For every like conviction, where the Judgement is affirmed 
and not appealed from in a case of felony, less than capital, fif 
teen dollars. 

For representing the State in a Habeas Corpus case, before 
an examining Court, when the writ is refused, ten dollars. 

Strike ont the whole of Articles, 931, 932, 933, 934, 935, 936, 
937, 938, 939, 940, 942, 943, 944, and insert therein, the act, 
passed the House, entitled an act, providing compensation to 
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wnitnesses and clerks of the District and Supzeme Courts, in . 


certain criminal cases. ` 


Substitute, for Senate’s amendments, 208, 208, 209, 209, 209,.. 


210, pages 9 and 10. . = 
t Amend Senate’s-amendment, Article 945: - 
Strike out of said Article, the following words: 

for being paid by the State,” also, the words “into the Treas- 
Bury of the State,” and insert instead thereof “ to the persons 
ko whom they are owing,” and leave said ,Article, after (966.) 
E Amend Senate’s amendment, page 220, Section 2. 
= Strike out the word February, and insert January. 


Band made the special order for Wednesday next. 

® Mr. Charlton chairman of a joint committee reported as follows: 
The joint committee to whom was referred the memorial of 
MMessrs. Swenson and Swisher, praying to be re-embursed and 
kompensated for their expenses and trouble in furnishing to 
fhe State treasury soon after the adjournment of the late session 
$f the Legislature, with the sum of one hundred and twenty 


or which they ask to be allowed one-fourth per cent. for freight, . 
nsurance and personal attention from New Orleans to the 
City of Austin, which your committee are unanimously of the 
@pinion, is not exorbitant and should be allowed. They further 


mhe Senate—all of which is respectfully submitted for the con- 
Mideration of the House. 
is N. B. CHARLTON, chairman of House committee. 
a JESSE GRIMES, “« “ Senate i 
@ Report Received. i 
E Mr. McCown, chairman of committee on Military affairs, 
imeported, recommending the passage of bill to muster into service 
Mninute men for the protection of the frontier of the counties 
Ef Webb, Starr, Bandera, Uvalde, Atascosa and Live Oak; 
meports received and bill read Ist time. 
E Mr. Shaw, chairman of committee No. 1, on private land 
Mlaims, reported recommending the passage of a Senate bill 
or the relief of John H. Smithers. 
: _  Commirrzez Room, 
. August 14th, 1856, 
mio the Hon. H. P. Bee, pee 
5 Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

- The Committe No. 1, on Private Land Claims, to which wag 
weferred a Senate’s bill “For the relief of John H. Smither’s,” 


# On motion of Mr. Ardrey, the report and bill were taken up. 


Mhousand tour hundred and twenty-four 5—100 dollars in coin, 


+ 


“orovided : 


wree that the bill making the appropriation be introduced in - 
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have- examined thé‘same.. The affiants in this case are J. H. 
Smith and D. M, Chisholm, who certify that the petitioner, 
Jobn H. Smither, arrived in this Republic on the 21st day of 
September, 1837, that he was a married man, that he built a 
esbin, and went back to the State of Alabama, and brought 
his family into the Republic on the 20th day of March, 1838, 
that he has received a headright certificate for 640 acres of 
land, and now’applies for an additional grant ot 640 acres,:be- 
lieving himself entitled to that amount. Art. 1865 of the Land 
Law, passed 14th of December, 1837, says in-relation to 2nd 
class headright certificates: ‘Every person who has arrived 
in this Republic since the declaration of independence, and pre- 
vious to the Ist day of October, 1837, who is a free white per- 
son, and the head of a family, and who actually resides within 
the Government with his family, shall be entitled to a condi- 
tional grant of 1280 acres of land.” 

Is he entitled to an additional grant of 640 acres? A ma- 
jority of your Committee think not; but for the purpose of 
testing this question, the facts have been submitted to this 
House for its decision, as there are other cases before the 
Committee of a similar nature. : 

They therefore, report the bill with the facts, to the House, 
for its action. p SHAW, Chairman, 

l "P. L. Claims No.1. 

And the passage of a Senate bill requiring the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office to issue a certificate fo James 
McDonald—reports received. 

Mr. Runnels moved to suspend the rule and-take up the re- 
port and bill for the relief of John H. Smithers—lost. 

Mr. Williams of S. A., one of the committee on private land 
claims, reported recommending the passage of a Senate bill for 
the relief of Ezekial Vickers. . 

Report received. 

Also reported recommending the passage of a Senate bill for 

the relief of Bailey Lout: 

pi CommittEE Room, ? 
August 18th, 1856. 

Yo Hon. H. P. Bee, 


Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The Committee No.1, on Private Land Claims, to whom 
was referred the Senate bill for the relief of Bailey Lout, have 
considered the same and find that said Lout entered the ser- 
yice-as a volunteer in Captain Reed’s company of Kentucky 
volunteers, on or about the 24th July, 1836, of the Republic 
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of Texas, that the muster roll of said company was lost and a 
new one was made out, that said Lout received a furlough from 
the commanding officer of said company; the committee are of 
opinion that three month’s service at that date was the short- 
est term for which volunteers enlisted, the facts of the case ar 
supported by the testimony of two witnesses, beside the affi- 
davit of the said Lout, they are satisfied from the evidence 
that said Lout should have three hundred and twenty acres of 
land, and therefore recommend the bill to the House. 

i Respectfully submitted, - 
E. WILLIAMS, 


One of the Committee. 
Report received. 


Mr. Ochiltree, chairman of the committee on Judiciary, Me- 


porter of the decisions of the Supr: me Court to distribute the- 
same to certain counties therein named. 


Mr. Stedman moved to suspend the rule, and take up the bill 
and report—lost. 


from attendance on the House till Monday next. 

Mr. Ardrey, one of the Judiciary Committee, made the fol- 
lowing report on a joint resolution concerning act of Congress 
to create a Collection District in Texas and New Mexico: 

To the Honorable H. P. Bee, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The Judiciary Committee to whom has been referred the 
bill of this house entitled Joint Resolution concerning an act 
of the Congress of the United States, approved August 2, 1854, 
entitled “ An Act creating a collection district in Texas, and 
New Mexico, have had the same under consideration and have 
investigated the act of Congress r2ferred to, and the complaint 
of the citizens of the county of El Paso, with respect to the 
operation of said act over them by giving jurisdiction to the 
Territorial District Court of New Mexico, over the trial and 
punishment of offences committed by them. 


The Joint Resolution proposes that the people of the State 
are in no wise constitutionally bound by the action of said 
Court, and that this State will justify its. citizens resident in 
said territory, and over which the jurisdiction of said Court 

38 been extended in a refusal to obey the process of said court 
or to submit to the mandates and judgments thereof. 

The proposition announced by. the bill contains a principal 

26 


ported, recommending the passage of a bill to require the Re-- 


On motion of Mr. Dickson of G., Mr. Wood was excused 
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of constitutional law, in behalf of the citizens of El Paso, in 
their duty and allegiance to the Judicial exercise of authority 
by the general government and asserting a power and right on 
the part of the State of Texas in behalf of its citizens that we 
cannot assent to. It declares a principle that the State hag 
the prerogative of determining how far the General Goyern- 
ment has jurisdiction over the citizens of the United States to 
judge of the constitutionality of an act of Congress, and claims 
that she has power and right to justify a citizen of the State in 
his resistance to the laws of the general government. 

We are informed that indictments have been found against 
the citizens of El Paso county, and have been brought before 
the District Court of the county of Don Ana in New Mexico, 
and that warrants of arrest have been issued and placed in the 
hands of the marshal of said district, for service. The persons 
against whom these indictments have been found object to the 
jurisdiction of said Court, and to their being carried out of the 
hands of their own State, and to be subject to trial in the-ter- 
ritory of New Mexico. 

We are also advised, that they claim that the act of Con- 
gress referred to by said bill, which confers jurisdiction to try 

them, is directly in violation of the second section of article 3 
of the Constitution of the United States, which is as follows: 
“The trial of all crimes except in cases of impeachment shall 
be by jury ; and such trial shall be held in the State wher 
such crimes shall have been committed, but when not com- 
mitted within any State, the trial shall be at such place o 
places as the Congress may by law have directed.” 

Mr. Justice Story in his commentaries upon the Constitutio 

of the United Stdtes, Art. 1781, says: “It is observable tha 

` €he trial of all crimes is not only to be by Jury but to be hel 
in the State where they are committed, The object of thi 
clause is to secure the party accused from being dragged to 
trial in some distant State away from his friends and witness 
and neighborhood and thus to be subject to the verdict of me 

strangers who may feel no common sympathy, or who mi 

even cherish animosities or prejudices against him. Beşi 

this, a trial in a distant State or territory might subject th 

party to the most oppressive expenses or perhaps even to t 

inability of procuring the proper witnesses to establish his! 

nocence. a 2 J 

If, as a matter of: fact the Court of the territory of New Ma 
ico should asiume jurisdiction oyer the crimes and offen 
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committed by citizens of the State of Texas within the limits 
of the State of Texas; there is no question of the unconsti- 
tutionality of the act which professes to confer such jurisdic- 
tion, but when it is brought to the knowledge of said court b 
by proper plea, sustained by proper testimony we have no doubt 
but that those courts would refuse to entertain any further 
cognizance of the prosecution, not only upon the common law 
right of the party, to be tried in his domic4, but directly under 
this provision of the constitution itself. Wè believe that when- 
ever a party accused shall present himself before those courts 
with such defence to the prosecution they will not hesitate to 
allow the party’s plea, but will discharge him without attempt- 
ing the question of his guilt, and that they will only entertain 
jurisdiction over the party for the purpose of ascertaining his 
domicil and the venue of the offence charged. It is very clearly 
the duty of those courts to allow such defence and we must 
suppose that.the Judges thereof will without any hesitation 
recognize the binding force of this rule of law, which has both 
the sanction of this provision of the Constitution and also the 
common law. 


If however the Judges of those courts should either be ig- 
norant or regardless of these clear principles of law upon which 
a person’s rights depend, the party is still not without redress 
and remedy. He can resort to the appellate tribunal which the 
government of the United States has provided by law for the 
correction of the illegal decrees and erroneous decisions of tri- 
bunals of original jurisdiction. We cannot suppose that the 
Judges of the District Court of New Mexico, will have any 
improper desire to, assume a jurisdiction over the persons of 
itizens of the State of Texas for the trial of criminal cases, 
or will they assume jurisdiction at all unless upon some mig-~ 
terpretation of the law, by the judge, and that whenever a 
arty accused shall make his appearance before the Court, and. 
hall make known to the Court the law upon which he basis 
is defence, by proper plea and sustained by competent testi- 
ony, that his rights will be disregarded. 

But so far as the right of the State to interfere in the im- 
roper exercise of jurisdiction on the part of a judicial tribu- 
al of another State is concerned, we do not understand how 
iscan be done. The powers of the State to furnish protec- 
on to its citizens is confined to its+territorial limits and itg 
ourts and officers, who can only act within the limits of the 
tate. If the officers of New Mexico shall come within the 
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limits of the State of Texas, under a claim of territorial juris- 
diction, and shall take into custody a citizen of Texas, then 
he has a legal remedy by writ of habeascorpus, from any of the 
Judges of the State of Texas, and this remedy is ample and 
adequate, without application to the Legislature. But this 
bill proposes to go much farther and calls upon the Legislature 
of the State to pass a law, declaring that “the State will 
justify its citizens resident in said territory and over which the 
jurisdiction of said Court has been extended in a refusal to 
obey the process of said Courts, or to submit to the mandates 
and judgments thereof.” l 
As the person accused is admitted -to be a citizen of the 
United States, he is certainly subject to the judicial power of 
that government, in the cases and manner directed by the 
Constitution and laws of Congress, prescribing and defining 
the manner in which the severai courts shall entertain that ju- 
risdiction over him, and:neither the Legislature of the State 
of Texas nor any officer thereof have any power or authority 
lawfully to absolve him from his duty, of allegiance and sub- 
mission to that government in matters of power expressly de- 
legated to it. In all matters of his duty, and obedience to the 
United States, that government is his sovereign and the State 
can claim no power or authority over him in respect to those 
powers, and he must look for a protection of his rights and pri 
vileges in regard to all matters and things in which it ss sove 
reign from that government. 

Itis true, that while he is a citizen of the United States hi 
is also a citizen of the State of Texas, but he is only a subjec 
of the State so far as its powers of sovereignty apply to an 
bind him, The respective allegiance which he owes to suc 
government is nowise in conflict with each other. So far 
the State is concerned, she has no right or authority to inter 
fere with the performance of his duties of allegiance to th 


or authority with his duty of allegiance to the State. W 
think that the object of this resolution is to engage the Sta 
in the protection of a person against his allegiance to theg 
neral government in a matter of duty, which the State hasr 
cognized as belonging to the general government by the ter 
of the political distribution of the powers between the gene 
and State go7vernments, . 
The art. 6 of the Constitution of the United States provid 
that “the Constitution and the laws of the United Stat 
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which shall be made in pursuance thereof and all treaties made 
or which shall be made under the authority of the United 
States shall be the supreme law of the land, and the Judges 
in every State shall be bound thereby, anything in the con- 
stitution or laws of any State to the contrary notwithstand- 
ing.” Ifthe Constitution and laws of the United States are 
made the paramount law of the land, to whom are they ad- 
dressed and upon whom are they imposed? Upon the States 
in their sovereign capacities, or the people in their individual 
capacities as citizens of the United States? The general gov- 
ernment is a popular one, with certain limited powers to be 
exercised for the specific purposes delegated by the Constitu- 
tion, created by the people as the only true source of political 
sovereignty and is only responsible to them and not to the 
States, or to any individual State. So are the States popular 
sovereignties created by the people within their territorial 
limits, from the reserved mass ofsovereignty which isnotreserved 
to the people by the Constitution. Neither the general or State 
governments stand in the relation of primary or secondary to 
each other, for the instant such relation is established, then 
the sovereignty of the one yield to the other, and the one is 
the sovereign, the other is the subject. 


We believe that the principles contained in the bill are vio- 
lative of the rights and powers of the general government, and 
subversive of that - principle of country and courtesy which 
should ever characterize the intercourse of two independent 
governments with each other; or even independent depart- 
ments of different governments, or of the same government 
whenever there shall arise a controversy between them as to 


be conferred upon them. 


Entertaining these opinions upon the legal questions in- 
volved in this bill, we are instructed to return the bill to the 
House and to recommend the passage of a substitute which 
accompanies this report. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 
' | J. M. ARDREY. 

Report received. 

Mr. Moore, by leave, offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the rule of this Mouse appropriating Friday 
and Saturday to the consideration of bills for private relief, be, 
and the same is rescinded. 


the question of the legitimate exercise of powers claimed to 
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. On motion of Mr. Moore, Mr. Galloway was excused from 

attendance on the House after to-morrow. : 
_Mr, Brown, one of the committee on enr«lled bills, reported 

correctly enrolled, properly signed and presented for the ap: 


proval of tie Governor, the following bills: 


A bill for the relief of Wm. B. Jaques. od 

A bill to incorporate the town of Moscow, and to define the 
process of said corporation. 

A bill to incorporate Caldwell Lodge, No. 48, I. O. O. F. 

A bill for the retief of Reese D. Price. 

A bill to authorize a patent to issue upon thé headright cer- 
tificate of Alfred Atkinson, and 

Fa bill to establish an Institution for the Blind—report accep- 
ted. . 

Mr. Parker of T., by leave, introduced a bill for the relief 
of Richard C. Allen; read first and second times and referred 
to the committee on claims and accounts. 

The following Executive communications were then taken 
from the Speaker’s table and read: 


| EXECUTIVE OFFICE, 


l Austin Texas, Aug. 14th, 1856. 
Gentlemen of the Senate 


and House of Representatives: 


Itrausmit herewith, for the information of the Legisiature, 
a copy of a letter from the financial agent of the State Peni- 
tentiary in relation to the charge which has been made at that 
institution for the admission of visitors. 
E. M. PEASE. 


LFTTER FROM JOHN 8. BESSER, AGENT FOR THE 
PENITENTIARY. - 
HUNTSVILLE, August 9th, 1856. 
Gov. E. M. Pzass: 


Drar Sir—I perceive fromthe “ Gazette” of the 2nd inst., 
that a resolution was introduced “inquiring into certain 
charges for admission into the Penitentiary.” I thought it 
right to give your Excellency the facts in relation to it. So 
soon as our machinery was put into operation, we were 
troubled with such crowds that it was utterly impossible for 
the convicts to get along with their labors, or the master 
workmen to instruct ; neither could their (the visitors) hands 
be kept off of the machinery, laying it liable to damage ; and 
in such a mixed company, convicts were not safe from im- 
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proper connection with them. To obviate it as much as pos- 
sible, the State had to incur additional expense for extra guard 
service. Hence, the Directors made an order that visitors 
should pay twenty-five cents each for tickets of admission — 
The Directors, Superintendent and myself, when- our other 
duties enable us, have always gone with visitors to inspect the 
| institution generally, free from. charge. When the Grand 
| Chapter met here in June, its members had a general invita- 
| tion to visit it ; if any of them paid, it was because they did 
not make themselves known. I have frequently heard it as- 
Í sérted that no other State ever made such a charge—such is 
not the fact—out of the reports from the Penitentiaries of nine 


States, six charge, and their receipts are as follows: New ,. 


| York, $2,278.34; Vermont, $212.36; Massachusetts, $331.25; 
Connecticut, $543.17; Maryland, $239.75; Michigan, $602.45. 
| So far, our receipts have been $56.40, with which I have duly 
| debited myself. 


It has ever been the desire of the officers of this institution, l 


since I have been connected with it, that the honorable Legis- 
lature, should, through a joint committee of competent gen- 
| tlemen, examine the affairs of the institution in all its various 
phases, conscious that the more rigid the scrutiny, the more 
fully theif course would be sustained. ‘There never has been 
public buildings of any character, - erected with as small an 
outlay on the part of the State, as the Penitentiary and Fac- 
tory Buildings at this place. l 

| Enclosed, I transmit your ‘Excellency an exhibit of the 
| monies drawn from the Treasury, and nett proceeds arising 
| from sales, &c., with the various items of expense, from the 
E original purchase of the site for its erection, to June 30th, 
| 1856 ; ‘from which you will perceive that the erection of the 
® Penitentiary and Factory Buildings cost’ but $54,866.30, when 
| the lowest estimate of the Factory Buildings was $60,000.00. 

Should your Excellency feel that any part of this communi- 
cation would tend to place things in their proper place, and 
| disabuse the minds of those who may have been led astray by 
incorrect statements, you can make such use of it as your good 
| Judgment may dictate. — 

We have twelve of our looms in operation making about one 
ps. per day, gradually introducing more, as th® convicts can be 
broken in. Respectfully,, 

Your Excellency’s Ob’dt. Servt., 
JOHN S. BESSER. 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE. 
— Avetin, Aug. 14th, I8F6. 
Gentlemen of the Senate 

and House of Representatives : 

I return herewith to the House of Representatives, in which 
it originated, “an act to incorporate Jamestown Academy.” 
The 4th section of this act provides “that there shall be no 
liquors or fermented spirits sold or vended within one mile 
around from said Jamestown academy.” I think this provis- 
ion is in conflict with the 24 Section of the 7th Article of the 
Constitution, which declares that “every law enacted by the 
Legislature thall embrace but one object, and that shall be ex- 
pressed in its title.’ The title of this act certainly does not 
andicate that its object is to prevent the sale of liquors in any 
part of the State. This. beinga private act, will not be pub- 
lished in the volume of general laws, so that its existence may 
not be known to those living within the vicinity of the acade- 
my, until they are prosecuted for its violation. This would 
be a sufficient objection to the enactment in this form of the 
provision quoted above, even if there were no Constitutional 
objection to it, 

If such a provision is required by those interested in the 
academy, let it be enacted with a proper title so that it will be 
published among the general laws. E. M. PEASE. 

Mr. Adrian moved the passage of the bill, notwithstanding 
the objections of the Governor. The yeas and nays were call- 
ed and the House refused to pass the bill over the Governor’s 
veto by the following vote: 

Yeas.— Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Charlton, Davis, Dickson 
of G, Dickson of R. R., Gay. Hale, Junker, Kittrell, Martin 
of L., McClanahan, McCown, Melten, Norton, Owings, Pettus, 
Richardson, Smith of Harrison, Stedman, Tarlton, Throckmor- 
ton, White, Wood and Worsham—25. 

Nays.— Messrs. Ardrey, Arnold, Brown. Burress, Busby, 
Cleveland of B., Cleveland of L., Cook, Crosby, Darden of 
C., Donnis, Dougherty, Ector, Ellison, Francis, Gaines, Green, 
Hooker, King, Lawhon, Martin of Harris, McMillin, Middleton, 
Moore, Ochiltree, Parker of A., Parker of T., Parsone, Poag, 
Pollock, Randolph, Runnels, Rushing, Sayles, Selman, Shaw, 
Shepard, Smith of N., Sallivan, Taylor, Thompson, Trigg, True- 
hart, Waelder, West and Williams of S. A.—46. 7 

Mr. Sayles moved a reconsideration of the vote Just taken. 

On motion of Mr. Davis, the motion to reconsider Was post- 
poned till Tuesday next. f 


On motion the House proceeded to business on the Speaker's. 
table and orders of the day. 

Mr. Bee called up a bill for the relief of Samuel B. Dickin- 
son; read 2d time and ordered to be engrossed—rule suspend- 
ed, read 3d time and passed by atwo-third vote. 

Mr. Worsham, called up a Senate bill to authorize the Chief 


of the county site of Tarrant county. l 
Mr. Darden of G., proposed to amend by striking out “ ma- 
jority ” and inserting two-third vote, wherever it occurs in the 
ill. 
On motion of Mr. Worsham, Jaid on the table by a vote of 
88 yeas to 31 nays. 
Mr. Randolph offered a substitute for the bill. 
On motion of Mr. Stedman, laid on the table. 
Mr. Smith of N., proposed to amend as follows, That the 
| eounty seat shall not be removed to any place except the centre 
of said county under the provisions of this act—laid on the 
table. 


| and bill passed to a third reading by the following vote: 
Yras.—Messrs. Adrian, Brown, Burress, Cleveland of B, 
| Cook, Crosby, Dalrymple, Darden ot C., Davis, Dickson of R. 
| R., Dickson of G., Dougherty, Ector, Francis, Galloway, Gay, 
Junker, King, Martin of H., Martin of L., McCown, Melton, 
| Ochiltree, Pettus, Poag, Reeves, Richardson, Rushing, Sayles, 
| Shepard, Smith of Harrison, Stedinan, Stont, Sullivan, Tarlton, 
| Taylor, Trnehart, West and Worsham—39. 
| Nays.—Messrs. Arnold, Bell, Bonner, Charlton, Cleveland 
E of L., Darden of G., Dennis, Green, Hale, Hooker, Kittrell, 
| Lawhon, McClanahan, McMillin, Merrick, Middleton, Moore, 
| Norton, Owings, Parker of A,, Parker of T., Poheck, Randolph, 
| Runnels, Selman, -Smith of N., Throckmortsn, Thompson, 
E Trige, White, Williams of L., Williams of S. &., Witt and 
| Wood—34. 
The rule was suspended and bill read 3d time. 
Mr. Parker of T. moved a call of the Honse—lost. 
The bill passed by the following vote : _ 
Í Yras—Messrs. Adrian, Ardrey, Brown, Burress, Busby, 
Cleveland of B., Cook, Crosby, Darden of C., Davis, Dickson, 
E of R. R., Dickson of G.. Dougherty, Ector, Francis, Gaines, 
a Galloway, Gay. Junker, King, Kittrell, Martin of H., Martin of 
| L., McOown, Melton, Norton, Ochiltree, Pettus, Poag, Reeves, 
Richardson, Rushing, Sayles, Shephard, Smith of H—s, Smith 


Justice of Tarrant county, to order an election for the location | 


The question on passing the bill to a third reading was put, 
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of H—n, Stedman, Taylor, Tarlton, Truehart, West and Wor- 
sham—42, . 
Nayvs—Messts. Arnold, Bonner, Charlton, Cleveland of L., 
Dalrymple, Darden of G., Dennis, Green, Hale, Hooker, Law- 
Lon, McClanahan, McMillin, Merrick, Middleton, Moore, Owing 
Parker of A., Parker of T., Parsons, Pollock, Randolph, Run- 


-nels, Selman, Smith of N., Throckmorton, Thompson, Trigg, 


White, Williams of L.. Witt and Wood—32. 

Mr. Dennis, Chairman of Committee on engrossed bills made 
the following report: . 

The Committee on engrossed bills have examined an act te 
eStablish a Penal Code for the State of Texas, and find ‘the 
same correctly engrossed—report accepted. | 

Mr. Adrian called up a Senate bill for the relief of John B. 
Johnson, passed to a third reading, rule suspended, read third 
time and passed. 

Mr. Ardrey called up a bill for the relief of Almanzon Hus- 
ton, read 2d time and ordered to be engrossed—rule suspended 
read 3d time and passed by atwo-third vote. 

Mr. Arnold called up a bill for the relief of William H. Clop- 
ton, passed to 3d reading, rule suspended, read 8d time and 
passed. 

Mr. Williams, of S. A., called up a Senate bill for the reliet 
of Ezekiel Vickers, passed to 3d reading—rule suspended, read 
3d time and passed. . l 

Mr. Witt called up a bill granting to Jeremiah H. Holford 
the ‘privilege of constructing a bridge across the East fork of 
the Trinity river, in Dallas county, read and ordered to be ‘en- 
grossed, rule suspended, read third time and passed by a two- 
third vote, 

„Mr. Green called up a Senate bill for the relief Louisa of 
Netherly, passed to 3d reading, rule suspended, read 3d time 
and passed. 

Mr. Williams of L., called up a Senate bill to amend an act: 
to incorporate the Memphis, Bl Paso and Tacitic Rail Road 
Company, passed to 2d reading, rule suspended, read 8d time 
and passed by a two-third vote. ane 

Mr. Bell called up a bill for the relief of James Reson and 
offered a substitute including the names of John S. Hill, Henry 
Applewhite and George Pierman, read and substitute adopted, 


- rule suspended, read 3d tine and passed. 


Mr. White called np a bill to relinquish’ in favor of certain 
persons the right of the State to certain lands. Ordeied to be 
engrossed, rule suspended, read 3d time and passed. 


_ Mr. Bonner called up a bili ro authorize thé District Céart 
to issue land certificates in certain cases, passed to third reati“ 
ings rave suspended, read 3d time and passed. 

r. West called up a bill for the relief of James Lamb, an 
offéred a substitute, substitute adopted, rule suspended, read 3d 
time and passed. 

Mr. Trigg called up a bill forethe relief of Peter F. Houston, 
read 2d time and ordered to be engrossed—rule~suspended, 
read 3d time and passed. 

Mr Welder called up a bill for the relief of Dennis Meadé' 
and Richard Meade, read 2d time and ordered to be engrossed 
—rule suspended, read 3d time and passed. l 

A message was received from the Senate informing the 
House of the passage of the following bills originating in the 
House. l i a8 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Ebenezer Pulsifer, de- 
ceased. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs or legal representatives of 
Archibald Fitzgerald. | 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Jonathan Clarke. 

A bill for the relief of certain persons therein named. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Robert Callier. 

_A bill to relinquish the right of the State to certain lands 
therein named. i 

A biil making appropriations for defraying the expenses öf 
the State Penitentiary. 

A bill for the relief of William Herrin. 

A bill for the relief of Thomas Peck. 

A bill for the relief of John Martin. 

A bill for the relief of James M. Cadenhead. 

A bill for the relief of Arthur G. Wavill. N 
A bill for the relief of Henry C. Lenty and David Holde man. 
| A bill to provide for the translation and transfer of a portion 
| the Archives of Bexar county. Si 
| Anact to relinquish the right of the State to certain salt: 
| springs or licks therein mentioned. a 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the payment of vo- 
lunteers. a k na 
Mr. Burress called up a bill to authorize the use of the Span- 
isl Intiguage before Justices’ Courts in certain cases, and in thé 
Í counties west of the Guadalupe river. | A 
| _.Mr. McCown proposed to amend by striking ont Nueces, San 
Patricio and Refugio counties from the provisions of the bill— 


E adopted. 


fo REE TE ee oe 7 
£ 


Panoa at oe a N T ph ee ey Eee Per Sah 
ne ee ye Ma Rant Recalls oe eet eRe Oe 
-an y 


| m aamiainen oea 
- ~ « 


u pie Nee am wean ok et, 


412 


: Mr. Stedman proposed to amend.as follows: Sec. That 
the proceedings of Justices’ Courts may be conducted in any 
language, other than the English language, whenever neither of 
the parties nor the Justice, understands the English language. 

ae Stout moved to adjourn till half-past seven o’clock, P.M. | 
~——iost. 

Mr, Burress proposed to amend the amendment as _ follows: 
Insert, “and all the different tribes of Indians friendly to the 
State of Texas, and sound on the question of slavery and de- 
moeracy.” 

Mr. Welder moved to lay both amendments on the table, 
which was carried by the following-vote: Yeas 57; Nays 6. 

The main question was ordered, which being the passage ofa 
bill to a third reading the yeas and nays were called and stood 
as follows: yeas 49, nays 11. 

So the bill passed to a third reading. 

The rule was suspended, bill read third time and passed. 

ey motion the House adjourned till halftpast seven o’clock, 


7 O’Cuoex, P. M. 

House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quoram 
present. 

Question pending, when the House adjourned last night, 
viz: Mr. Arnold’s amendment to a bill to dispose of the school 
landa, taken up. Mr, Pettus moved to lay the amendment on 
the table, whereupori the yeas and nays were called aud stood, 
yeas 34; nays 33. 

* So the House refuced to lay the amendment on the table. 

Mr. Pettus offered the following as a substitute for the amend- 
ment: Strike ont the 12th section and insert the following, 
& That any of the settlers heretofore on said lands shall have the ` 
privilege of -holding the same at the minimum price set forth 
in this bill on complying with the provisions of this act.” 

ae Ector moved to lay the substitute and amendment on the 
table. 

Mr. Pollock called for a division of the question. 

The substitute was laid on the table, Mr. Pettus voting 
against it. 

Mr. Bonner offered to amend by striking ont the 12th sec. 
eMr. Pettus moved to lay the amendment to the amendment 
on the table. The yeas and nays were called for, and stood : 

Yras—Messrs. Adrian, Brown, Cook, Dougberty, Francis, 
Green Hooker, Kittrell, Lawhon, McMillin, Melton, Merrick, 
Moore, Parker of A., Parker of T., Parsons, Pettus, Poag, Ran- 
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dolph, Reeves, Richardson, Runnels, Rushing, Selman, Smith of 
N., Stedman, Stout, Tarlton, ‘Taylor, Throckmorton, Thompson, 
Truehart, Williams of L., and Worsham—34. 

.- Navs—Messrs. Speaker, Ardrey, Arnold, Bonner, Burress, 
Busby, Charlton, Cleveland of L., Dalrymple, Darden, of G., 
Dennis, Dickson, of R. R., Dickson, of G., Ellison, Gaines, Gay, 
Hale, Junker, King, Martin, of H., Martin of L., McClanahan, 
McCown, Middleton, Norton, Pollock, Sayles, Smith of H—n, 
Sullivan, Trigg, Welder, West and White—33. 

So the House laid the amendment on the table. 

The question being upon the adoption of Mr. Arnold’s amend 
ment. 

The yeas and nays were called, and stood thus: 

-Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Ardrey, Arnold, Bonner, Brown,- 
Burress, Busby, Cleveland of L, Dalrymple, Darden of C., 
Darden of G., Dennis, Dickson of G., Ellison, Francis, Gaines, 
Gay, Hale, Junker, King, Martin of L., McClanahan, Middle- 
ton, Moore, Pollock, Randolph, Sayles, Shepard, Smith of Har- 
rison, Sinith of N., Stedman, ‘Tarlton, Thompson, Trigg, True- 
hart, Waelder, West, White, and Worsham—39. 

Nays— Messrs. Adrian, Bell, Charlton, Cook, Dickson of R, 
R., Ector, Green, Hooker, Kittrell, Lawhon, Martin of H, 
McCown, McMillin, Melton, Merrick, Norton, Ochiltree, Ow- 
ings, Parker of A., Parker of T., Parzons, Pettus, Poag, Reeves, 
f Richardson, Runnels, Rushing, Selman, Stout, Sullivan, Taylor, 
E Throckmorton, Williams of ls, and Wood—34. 
= $Sothe amendment was adopted. 

Mr. Davis moved the previous question— Lost. z 
Mr. Brown offered the following amendments: 

$ In Sth line, 3rd section, after the word “county,” insert, 
™ “and in at least one newspaper at the seat of Government”— 
Be adopted., Add to 5th section: Provided that in case of the 
m death of the party, no order of sale shall be made until an 
m@ administrator or executor shall have been appointed and quali- 
m fied, or in case no such appointment shall be made, then, not 
@ until the expiration of ninety days after such death. 

f On motion of Mr. Pollock, laid on the table. a 

Mr. Kittrell offered the following additional section ; 


| Bec. 10. That parties purchasing under the provisions of 
this Act, shall have the right to sell the land purchased by him 
or her, under the provisions of this Act, at any time; but the 
| lands go sold, shall, in all cases, be held liable fur the principal 
and interest unpaid, under any sale in favor of the State; and 
@ 2 frat lien or mortgage is hereby declared to exist in favor of 
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the-State as security for the payment of principal and interest 
to all lands sold as above provided—Adopted. 

Also the following amendments : ar 

-Strike out all after-the word “alternate,” in 3rd line, aur sec- 
tion, to the word “at,” in 4th line, and insert: “Section of 640 

acres,.to be sold in lots of 160 acres each—Adopted. 

Provided that nothing in this Act shall be so construed as to 
prevent any purchaser of said lands, his heirs or assignees from 
paying at auy time he may desire, the whole amount of the pur- 
chase money and interest. On so doing he shall receive a patent 
for the-same. 

The'main question was then ordered, which being the en- 
grossment of the bill, the same was put, and bill ordered to be 
engrossed by the following vote: 

Yras— Messrs Speaker, Arnold, Bell, Brown Burress, Busby, 
Dalrymple, Darden of G. Dennis, Dickson of G., Dickson of 
R.R, Dougherty, Ellison, Gaines, Gay, Green, Hale, Hooker, 
Janker, King, Kittrell, “Martin of H., Martin ot L., Melton, 
Merrick, “Middleton, Moor e, Parker "of A., Parker of T. 
Reeves, Richardson, Rushing, Sayles, Selman, Shepard, 
Smith of Harris, Smith of Harrison. Stedman, Snilivan, Taylor, 
Throckmorton, Thompson, Trigg, Truehart, Waelder, Witt, 
White, Williams of L., Wood, and Worsham—49. 

Nays—Messrs. Adrian, Ardrey, Charlton, Cleveland of L., 
Cook, Crosby, Darden of ©., Davie, Ector, Francis, Galloway, 
Lawhon, McClanahan, MeM illin, Ochiltree, Parsons, .Pettus, 
Poag. Pollock, Rindul ph, Runnels, Smith of N., Stent, Tarl- 
ton, Williams ofS. A., and West—25. 

Mr. Pettus proposed to amend by striking ont the word “alter- 

nate,” wherever it occurs in the bill—Laid on the table. 

Myr. Brown proposed to amend as follows: 

9th Line, Ath section, after the word “him,” insert the words, 
Shis heirs or assignees”— Adopted. 

‘Phe bill was then read 3rd time, and passed. 

Mr. Moore called up a bi'l for the relief of certain pre-emp- 
tion settlers in Heuston Land District, with a report froma 
Select Committee recommending amendments. 

Report and amendments adopted. 

. Mr. Sayles moved to strike out “one witness,” and insert “two 
witnesses,” i in Ist section—Adopted. 

_ Aiso, to insert, “legally authorized,” before “Surveyor” — 
Adopted. 

Bil ordered to be engrossed —rule suspended ; read 3rd time, 
and passed. i 
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. On motion, the Honse adjourned till 8 o’clock A.M., to-mor- 
TOW. 
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House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
Austin, Aug. 16th, 1856. 
Honse met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present. Journal of yesterday read and adopted. l 
Mr. Brown, one of the committee on Enrolled bills, reported 
lcorrectly enrolled, properly signed and presented for the ap- 
roval of the Governor, the following bills: | 
A bill for the relief of Robert S. Patton. . 
“A bill for the relief of the heirs of Jonathan Clark. 
A bill for the relief of Wm. Herrin. 
A bill for the relief of Edgar Pallett. 


A bill for the relief of the heirs of Elizabeth Howard, 
deceased, and other persons therein named. oo 

A bill for the relief of the leirs of Geo. W. Jewell. 

A bill for the relief of Anthony Miller. _ 

A bill for the relief of Jas. Selman, deceased. 

A bill for the relief of Ebenezer Pulsifer. l 

A bill for the relief of Mathias Wilbarger. 

_ A bill to validate the acts of L. S. MeMicken, Deputy Clerk, 
Polk cornty. 

A bill to amend the 9th section of An Act, concerning free 
persons of color, approved February 5th, 1840. 

Joint resolution making Corpus Christi a port of entry. 

A bill to create the county of Hardin. : 

A bill to establish a canseway across Neches River Swamp 
in Orange county, and a billto incorporate the town of Fair- 
field.—Report accepted. 

On motion of Mr. Tarlton the motion to reconsider the vate 
refusing to pass a bill to amend An Act to incorporate the 
E Texas Western Railroad Company, approved 16th February, 
a 1852, taken up, and vote reeonsidered by the tollowing vote: 

EAs.— Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Bell, Burress, Busby, 
E Charlton, Cook, Crosby, Darden of C., Darden of G., Davis, 
E Dickson of R. R., Dickson of G., Donghetry, E.lison, Francis, 
E Gay, Hale, looker, King. Kittrell, Martin of H.. Martin of L., 
McClanahan, McMillin, Melton, Merrick, Middleton, Norton, 
| Ochiltree. Owings, Parker of A., Parker of T., Parsons, Pet- 
tus, Reeves, Richardson, Rushing, Runnels, Sayles, Selman, 
Smith of Harris, Smith of Harrison, Stedinan, Stout. Tarlton, 
| Taylor, Throckmorton, Tompkins, Truchart, Williams of L., 
Witt and-Worsham-—-33. 
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- WNays.—Messrs. Arnold, Brown, Cleveland of B., Cleveland 
f C., Dalrymple, Dennis, Gaines, Green, Junker, Lawhon, 
Moore, Pollock, Randolph, Shaw, Smith of Newton, Thompson, 

Trigg and West—18. 

On motion of Mr, Cleveland ot L., a call of the House was 
ordered. 
Call suspended. 

- On motion of Mr. Ector, the previous question was ordered. 
Mr. Cleveland of L., moved a call of the House—Lost. 
The question on passage of the bill, was put, and bill passed 

over the Governor's veto, by the following 2-3 vote: > 
Yeas.—Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Bell, Bonner, Bar- 

ress, Busby, Charlton, Cook, Crosby, Darden of C., Darden of 

G., Davis, Dickson of R. R., Dickson of G., Dougherty, Ector, 


- Ellison, Gay, Hale, Hooker, Kittrell, Martin of L., McCown, 


McMillon, Merrick, Middleton, Norton, Owings, Parker of A;, 
Parker of 'T., Parsons, Pettus, Reeves, Richardson, Runnels, 
Rushing, Sayles, Selman, Shepard, Smith of Harris, Smith of 
Harrison, Stedman, Stout, Tarlton, Taylor, Throckmorton, 
Tompkins, Truebart, Williams of L., Witt and Worsham—54. 

Nays.—Messrs. Arnold, Brown, Cleveland of B., Cleveland 
of L., Dennis, Gaines, Green, Junker, King, Lawhon, Martin 
of H., Melton, Moore, Pollock, Randolph, Shaw, Smith of N., 
Thompson, Trigg, West and White—2i. 

Messrs. Ochiltree and Sullivan, being stockholders, in said 
road, declined voting, and paried off, Mr. Ochiltree voting for 
and Mr. Sullivan voting against the passage of the bill. 

Mr. White presented the petition of J. ©. Fretwell; refer- 
red to committee on Public Debt. 

Mr. Dennis, chairman of committee on Engrossed bills, re- 
ported correctly engrossed the following bills : : 

A bill to declare the name of, and legitimatiza Amanda Matil- 
da, daughter of Eliza R. Sprecher. 

A bill for the relief of Joseph Henson. 

A bill to prevent slaves from holding certain property there- 
in named. 

Joint resolution amending the Constitution. 

A bill to amend the 4th secticn of an act to change the Oth 
and 9th Judicial Districts; approved, 18th December, 1855. 

A bill to relinquish, in favor of certain persons, the right of 
the State to certain lands. 

_ A bill to incorporate the Linden Academy. 
And a bill to authorize certain counties, cities and towns, to 
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aid in the construction of Railroads, by subscription to their 
Í stock, and to provide for the payment of the same. 

| Report accepted. 

| Mr. Crosby, by leave, introduced a bill to provide for the safe 
‘keeping of the Capitol and furniture, and define the duties of 
the Secretary of the Senate, and Chief clerk of the House of 
Í Representatives ; read Ist and 2d times, and referred to com- 
E mittee on State Affairs. 

REPORTS OF STANDING OOMMITTEES. 


| Mr. Smith of H’s., chairman of committee on Public Debt 
fmade the following reports : 


| Reccommend the passage of a bill for the relief of certain 
persons therein named. 
| Also, a bill for the relief of John T. Miller, assignee. 
Í Reported a bill for the relief of Edmund Tucker. 
= And recommended the passage of a Senate bill for the relief 
pf Willard Richardson. 
! Committre Room, 


E Avstin, Aug. 14th, 1856, 
Vo the Hon. H. P. Bee, 


Speaker of the House of Representatives: 
Sır :—The Committee on Public Debt, to which was refer- 
ed the Senate’s bill for the relief of Willard Richardson, have 
xamined the same, with the accompanying vouchers and testi- 

Mony, and instruct their Chairman to report as follows: 

m The claim made, is for the survey of Refugio county, and for 
je designation of its limits, and of the ten border leagues as 
quired under the Empresario contract of Powers and Hewet- 
pn. 

m@ Che letter of John P. Bordan, former Commissioner of the 

Ben. Land Office, requiring the survey to be made, is herewith 
tbmitted. 

m (he affidavit of John R. Tally, then County Surveyor, who 

meproved the work, is also herewith submitted. 


Wt is also proved that by the testimony of W. Tally, County 

me veyor at the time, that the survey was made under circum- 

uces and great danger and difficulty. 

f our Committee are satisfied that the work was imperatively 
yuired for the establishment of land titles—that it was done 
conformity with law—that it was faithfully and well done 
pnd from the testimony of Col. T. Wm. Ward, late Commis- 


ner of the General Land Office, that the work in question- 
iS paid for, 
4 27 
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passage, the House refused to pass it by the following vote: 
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Your Committee have therefore, instructed their Chairman 
to report back the Senate’s bill, and to recommend its passage. 
SMITH of Harris, Chaerman. 
Report received. 
Mr. Runnels offered the tollowing Regolution: 
feesolved, That all regular members of the Legislature, that 
are now in attendance, and that were prevented from attending 
at an early day of the session, from sickness or otherwise, shall 
be entitled to their per diem, from the beginning of the session. 
, Mr. Dickson of R. R., proposed to amend, by adding: that 
H. P. Mabry be allowed milage for attending the winter ses. 


_ sion of this Legislature. "i 


On motion of Mr. White, the resolution and amendment 
were laid on the table. ~- 

Mr. White Chairman of committee on Public Lands report 
ed, recommending the indefinite postponement of a bill t 
create a new Land District in Live Oak county. 

Report received. 

Mr. Dickson of R. R., Chairman, pro tem, of committee ou 
Private Laud Claims, reported, recommending the passage ofa 
Senate bill for the relief of Jas. P. Nash, and a Senate bill fu 
the relief of Geo. W. Grover. 

Report received. 

Also, recommended the rejection of a Senate bill for the re 
lief of Dicy Craig, formerly Dicy Henderson. 

Report received. 

Mr. Busby called up a bill defining more particularly th 
Northern boundary line of Limestone county. 

Mr. Stout moved to lay the bill on the table—Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Smith of Harris, the previous questi 
was ordered, which was on the engrossment of the biH; the hil 
was ordered to be engrossed ; the question then being on fm 


Yuas.— Messrs. Arnold, Brown, Burress; Bushy, Charltet 
Cleveland ot B., Cleveland of I., Cook, Crosby, Darden of G 
Davis, Dickson of R. R., Ector, Junker, Kittrell, Martin of L 
Pettus, Pollock, Richardson, Runnels, Sayles, Shepard, Sm! 
of Harris., Tarlton, Throckmorton, Truehart, West Willian 
of L., and Worsham.—28, 

Nays.—Messrs. Adrian, Ardrey, Bell, Bonnér, Darden of ( 
Dennis, Dongherty, Ellison, Francis, Green, Hale, Hooke 
King, Lawhon, Martin of H., McClanahan, Melton, Moor 
Owings, Parker of A., Parker of T., Poag, Randolph, Reeve 
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Rush ng, Selman, Shaw, Smith of Harrison, Stedman, Stout, 
2 calivan: Taylor, "Thompson, White, and Witt.—35. 
| Mr. Parker of T., moved to suspend the rule and take up the 
| Senate blll on Ist Sey ee eer 
| Mr. Truehart called up a bill for the relief of Francisco An- 
| tonio de Los Rios, and offered an amendment including the 
| names of Vincento Soto, and of the heirs of Jose de Jesus 
| Rodrigues ; amendment adopted and bill passed to 8d reading 
| rule suspended—read 3d time and passed. 
| Mr. Charlton called up a Senate bill to incorporate Wood- 
_ ville College, and to incorporate the Trustees of the same; read 
| ist and 2nd times , and passed to 3d reading—rule suspended 
|—read 3d time and passed by a two-third vote. 
| Mr. Trigg called up a bill for the relief of Geo. W Grover. 
Mr. Brown offered a substitute, which was adopted, and bill 
then passed. 
| Mr. Cleveland of B., called up a bill to incorporate the 
European and Amorican Colonization society in Texas. 
Mr. Burress ottered the following amendment. 
| Amend by inserting “ Harrison county, G., G. Gregg, W. 
pAdair, B. M. Smawley and W. M. Evans—Laid on the table. 
| Mr. Worsham moved to strike ont one hundred years, and in- 
Msert thirty-three and a third— Lost. 
On motion of Mr, Ochiltree, the previous question was or- 
o -on final passage of the bill; the same was put and 
ithe House refused to pass by the following vote : 
| Yuas.—Messrs. Speak er, Adrian, Avdvey. Arnold, Bell, Bus- 
By, Cleveland of B., Cook, Cr osby, Darden of O. , Darden of G. 
Hvis, Dickson of Q., Ector, Ellison, Francis ‘Gay, Green, Hale 
: uoker, King, Kittrell, Martin of L., MeMulin, Melt ion, Mer- 
ick, Ochiltree, Parker of T. , Reeves, Rushing, Say? tes, Selman. 
maith of Harris, Smith of Harris n, Smith ‘of Newton, Sulli 
ban, Taylor, Throckmorton, Trigg, Truehart, Waelder, White 
Bad Witt—43. 
o -— Messrs. Burress, Cleveland of L., Dennis, Dickson 
R., Dougherty, Gaines, „Junker, Lawhon, Martin of H., 
E McCown, Middleton, Moore, Parker of A., Par- 
bus, Randolph, Shaw, Shepard, Stedman, Stout, Tarlton, 
hompson, West, Williams of L., en of S. À. ‘and Wor- 
ṣam—26, 
| A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
louse of the passage of the following bills originating j in the 
enate, 


g A bil to incorporate the town of Athens, in Henderson county. 
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A bill to authorize L. S. Owings and his associates or as- 
signees, to make and maintain a toll bridge across the San 
Antonio river. 

A bill for the relief of James Latham, Jr. 

A bill for the relief of George Gordon. 

A bill for the relief of William M. Hurt and securities, orig. 
inating in the House. 

A bill for the relief of John Parsons, and securities origina- 
ting in the House. _ 

A bill for the relief of James W. Taylor, and securities 
originating in the House. - 

A. bill amending and supplementary to an act to incorporate 
the Henderson and Burkville Railroad company, originating in 
the House f = 

A bill making appropriation to pay a judgement, rendered 
against James H. Cock, deceased, & Co., originating in the | 
Senate. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of James Lusty and Martin 
F. Alexander, originating in the Senate. 

A bill for the relief of Robertson county—Senate bill. 

And a House bill to legalize surveys made in Hunt county, 
by John Grainger, between the ist day of August, 1851 and 
1852. 

And that the Senate had concurred in the resolution of the 
House to adjourn, sine die, on the Ist Monday in September, 
1856. = 

Mr. Tompkins called up a bill to incorporate the Houston tap 
and Brazoria Railway company, with report from committee on 
Internal Improvements, recommending amendments; which, 
on motion, were adopted. 

Mr. Gaines offered the following amendment to the bill: 

‘‘ In section 3d, between company and each, add, all votes 
of the Stockholders, shall be governed by the respective sharse 
of each, and a majority of all the shares shall be considered a 
majority of the Stockholders”— Adopted. 

Mr. Throckmorton offered the following amendment: 

To come in at the proper section. 

“ Provided that nothing in this act shall be so construed a 
to entitle said company to the benefits of an act, passed at the 
present session of the Legislature, entitled an act to provide for 
the investment of the special school fund, in the bonds of Rail 
road companies, incorporated by the State.”—Adopted and the 
bill passed to a 3d reading. 

Mr. Gaines offered the following amendment: 
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t And the company building this section of the road, shall 
keep their office at Columbia in Brazoria county.”—Adopted. 
The bill was then read 3d time, and passed by a two-third vote. 

Mr. Selman moved to adjourn until Monday, 8 o’clock, A. M. 
—Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Brown, the following Senate bills were 
taken from the Speaker’s desk and referred to their appropriate 
committees, &e. 

READ Ist AND 2nn TIMES, AND REFERRED TO 

COMMITTEE ON PRIVATE LAND CLAIMS No, 1. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Edward Wingate; referred 
to committee on Private Land Claims, No. 1. 

A bill for the relief of John Todd and Charles Stanley; refer- 
red to committee on Private Land Claims, No, 1. 

A bill for the relief of Jonas Gilbert and others; referred to 
committee on Private Land Claims, No. 1. 

A bill for the relief of William Dewoody; referred to com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims, No. 1. - 

A bill for the relief of James Latham, Jr; referred to com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims, No. 1. 

And a bill for the relief of the heirs of James Lusby and 
Martin F'. Alexander; referred to committee on Private Land 
Claims, No, 1. 

READ Ist AND 2npn TIMES, AND REFERRED TO 

COMMITTEE ON PRIVATE LAND CLAIMS No. 2. 

A bill for the relief of Jno. Martin; referred to- committee 
on Private Land Claims, No. 2. 

A bill for the relief of James F. Cadenhead; reférred to com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims, No. 2. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Susan Latham; referred 
to committee on Private Land Claims, No. 2. 

And a bill for the relief of the heirs of James L. Ewing ; re- 
ferred to committee on Private Land Claims, No. 2. 

READ Ist AND 2nn TIMES, AND REFERRED TO 
JUDICIARY COMMITTEE. 

A bill in relation to Special Judges of the Supreme Court of 

the State of Texas. ~ 

- A bill to authorize the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office to issue patents upon certain surveys heretofore made 
upon the Islands of Mustang, Matagorda and St. Joseph. 

And a bill to quiet Land titles. i 

REFERRED TO VARIOUS COMMITTIES 

A bill for the relief of George Gordon; referred to Public 

Debt committee. 
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A bill for the relief of David M. Fulton ; : yeferred to Claim 
and Accounts committee. 

A bill to incorporate the Brazoria High school; “Education 
committee. 

A bill to amend the ist and 5th sections of an act, creating 
the county of Young; approved, 2nd day of F ebruar y, 1856: 
referred to committee’ on County Boundaries. 

A bill to provide for the payment of Volunteers; referred to 
committee on Military Affairs. 

A bill authorizing L. 8. Owings and his associates or as- 
signees, to make and maintaina Toll Bridge across the San 
Antonio river; referred to committee on Roads, Bridges and 
Ferries. 

A bill to authorize the logation, settlement and sale of Mis- 
sissippi and Pacific Railroad Reserve; referred to committee 
on Internal Improvements. 

A bill for the relief of William Frills. 

On motion of Mr: Darden of G., taken up—passed to a third 
reading —rule suspended, and passed. 

A bill to authorize Albert G. Hunt to construct a road and 
bridge across the Yeagua, at or near Blake’s crossing. 

On motion, rule suspended, read 8d time and passe 1. 

A bill to amend an act to create the county of Comanche. 

On motion of Mr. McMillin, taken up and passed to a 8rd 
reading— tle suspended-—read 3d time and passed. 

A bill for the relief of Georgiana M. Lewis, widow of A. I: 
vin Lewis, late Lieut. in the Ne avy of Texas. 

On motion of Mr. Davis, taken up and passed to 8d reading 
—-read 3d time and passed unanimously. 

And a bill to amend an act to incorporate the Brazos Branch 
Railroad company; referred to committee on Internal In 
provements. a 

On motion of Mr. Cleveland of L., the rule was suspended 
and a bill to pay James H. Rogers, a special Judge of the Su 
preme Court, was taken up, and passed to a 3rd reading—rule 
suspended——read 3d time and passed. 

The following Senate bills, read 1st and 2nd times, and re 
ferred to committee on State Affairs. 

A bill making an appropriation to pay a judgement ren 
dered against James H. Cocke & Co. 

A bill relinquishing the right of the State to certain Sal. 
Springs or Licks therein named. 

A bill to incorporate the town of Mount Pleasant, in Titus county. 

A bill to incorporate the town of Athens. 
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And the following, read Ist and 2d times, and referred to 
gommittee on Public Lands. “oo 9 
A bill concerning the School lands of Navarro county. 


A bill to repeal an act, donating to actual settlers on vacant — 


public domain, 160 acres of land. 

A bill for the relief of Robertson County. 

The following bills, with amendments, from the Senate were 
| taken up, and amendments concurred in, to wit: l 

A bill for the relief of Arthur G. Wavel. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Robert Davidson, dec’d 
| A bill for the relief of Henry C. Lentz and David Holder- 
f oman. | 

And a bill to incorporate the town of Montgomery. 

| Andon motion of Mr. Kittrell, the House refused to recede 
| from its amendment to the bill to incorporate the Huntsville 
Railroad company; and a committee of free conference ap- 
| pointed to act with a like committee on the part of the Senate 
| relative to the amendment. 

Mr. Burress, by leave, offered the following resolution : 

ftesolwed, That the sum of five dollars, be, and is hereby ap- 
propriated, out of the contingent fund of this House, for the 
| purpose of procuring a profile of Col. E. Kirk, to be suspended 
| over the Speaker’s chair, in order to relieve that gentleman of 
so great a loss of time in the lobby of the House. ` 

House refused to adopt the resolution, 

Invitation of the Senate, to elect an Engineer, accepted. 

The Speaker then announced the following select committees : 
| On petition of H. H. Davis.—Messrs. Throckmorton, Green, 
| Dongherty, Darden of O. and Trigg. 
| On petition of Daniel Martindale-—Messrs. Ochiltree, True- 
| hart and Cook, 
| rode petition of A. H. Cook -—~Messrs. Kittrell, Brown and 

est. 
| On motion, the House adjourned until 8 o’clock, A. M., 
| Monday. i 


House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
Avstin, Aug. 18th, 1856. l 
House met pursuant tó adjournment—roll called—qnorum 
present. Journal of Satutday, 16th, read and adopted. | 
The Speaker announced Messrs. Kittrell, Tompkins, and 
| Worsham, a Committee of Free Conference on the House 
amendment to a Senate bill to incorporate the Huntsville Fl- 
road Company. i 
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On motion of Mr. Stout, the rule was suspended, and a bill 
for the relief of Absolem J. Lott was taken up, and passed to a 
3rd reading—rule suspended, read 3rd time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Adrian, the rule was.suspended, and a bill 
to provide for the safe keeping of the Libraries of the Supreme 
Court at the several branches thereof, with amendment from 
Committee on State A ffairs—amendment adopted—passed to a 
3rd reading, rule suspended, read 3rd time, and passed. 

Mr. Kittrell, Chairman of Committee on Education, reported, 
recommending the passage of a Senate bill to incorporate the 
Brazoria High Schools. Report received. l 

On motion of Mr. Kittrell, the rule was suspended, and bill 
taken up, and passed to a 8rd reading—rule further suspended 
—bill read 3rd time, and passed by a two-third vote. 

On motion of Mr. Sullivan, the rule was suspended, and a 
Senate bill to incorporate the Frost Institute, taken up, and 
passed to a 3rd reading—rule further suspended, bill read 3rd 
time, and passed by a two-third vote. 

Mr. Merrick, Chairman of Committee on County Boundaries, 
reported : | 

Recommending the indefinite postponement of the petition 
of sundry citizens of Erath county. : 

Report received. 


Also, the Committee on County Boundaries, to which -was 
referred a bill to create the county of Cibolo, have considered 
the same, and find that this Legislature have acted on the same 
subject, during the present session, for the creation of the 
county in the same locality ; but less than a constitutional size, 
it not having the effect to reduce other counties to less than a 
constitutional size—passed both Houses, and was vetoed by the 
Governor. The Senate refused to pass it; therefore, it was lost. 
The bill now under consideration, calls for a larger county, but 
it reduces two other counties below the constitutional size, and 
interferes with three other counties. And your Cemmittee 
further report that no county can be formed in that locality, of 
a constitutional size, without cutting other counties below the 
constitutional size. 


The Committee, therefore, instruct their Chairman to report 
the same back to the House, and recommend its rejection. 

Report received. 

Mr. Bell called up a bill to quiet land titles. 

Mr. Smith of Harris, moved to lay the bill on the_table. 


K hereupon, the yeas and nays were called for, and stood 
tis: 
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Yeas—Mesars. Ardrey, Dalrymple, Hale, Hooker, Kittrell, 
McClanahan, MeMillin, Middleton, Moore, Parker of A., 
Parker of T., Poag, Pollock, Randolph, Shaw, Smith of Har- 
ris, Smith of Harrison, Tompkins, Williams of S. A., and Wor- 
sham—20. 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Arnold, Bell, Brown, 
Busby, Charlton, Cleveland of B., Cook, Crosby, Darden of C., 
Dennis, Dickson ef G., Dickson of R. R., Dougherty, Ellison, 
Francis, Gaines, Gay, Green, Junker, King, Martin of H., Mar- 
tin of L., McCown, Melton, Merrick, Norton, Ochiltree, Owings, 
Parsons, Reeves, Richardson, Runnels, Rushing, Sayles, Sel- 
man, Shepard, Stedman, Stout, Sullivan, Tarlton, Taylor, 
n Truehart, Waelder, West, White, and Williams, 
of L.—851. 

So the House refused to lay the bill on the table. 
| A message was received from the Senate, announcing to the 
į House, the passage of the following bills, originating in the 
| Senate: 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of C. Jergins. 

A bill for the relief of Wm. Foreman and John Little. 
| A bill to authorize the Commissioner of the General Land 
| Office to issue a patent to Haynes Crabtree. 
| A bill to incorporate Houston Academy. : 
| Anda substitute for a House bill for the relief of Mrs. Mary 
| Williams, and her children. 
$ And that the Senate had appointed Messrs. Grimes, Bur- 
| roughs and McDade a Committee of Free Conference on a bill 
Í to incorporate the Huntsville Railroad Company’ 
| The amendments of Judiciary Committee on bill to quiet 
| land titles, were adopted. f 
4 ae Smith of Harris, offered the following amendment to 

4 Ui: 
| “Provided that the provisions of this Act shall apply to all 
$ the other colonies in the State——” Laid on the table. 
| Rule suspended, and bill passed to 3rd reading—rule further 
| suspended, and bill passed by the following vote: 

| Yras—Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, Bell, 
E Brown, Burress, Busby, Charlton, Cleveland of L., Cook, Dal- 
| tymple, Darden of ©., Darden of G., Dennis, Dickson of G., 
| Ellison, Francis, Gaines, Gay, Green, Hale, Hooker, Junker, 
f King, Martin of H., Martin of L., McMillin, Melton, Merrick, 
| Middleton, Ochiltree, Owings, Parker of A., Parsons, Pollock, 
| Richardson, Runnels, Rushing, Sayles, Selman, Shaw, Shepard, 
| Smith of Harrison, Smith of N., Stedman, Stout, Sullivan, 


(e S mir J a 


eop me -~ 


ra RE e OT ett, et be S he T A 


t 
i 
i 
N 
} 
` 
1 


—_ 


ee NIT Se Se, paneo 


Cs 
3 


. 426 | 
Tarlton, Throckmorton, Thompson; Trigg, Waelder, White, 
Williams-of L., and Worsham—d6. © > 

Nays-—Messrs. Dickson of R. R., Moore, Poag, Smith of 
ilarris, Taylor, Tompkins, West, Williams of S. A., and Witt 


— 
> 


On motion of Mr. Dennis, the rule was suspended, and a 
bill to provide for the payment of clerks, sheriffs, and witnesses, 
in State cases, taken up. 

Mr. Cleveland’s (of L) motion. to reconsider the engrossment 
of the bills, being before the House. 

Mr. Stedman moved to lay the motion on the table-—Lost. 

‘The Speaker announced that the hour had arrived to go into 
the election of State Engineer. 

On motion of Mr. Ochiltree, the House reconsidered its- vote 
accepting the invitation of the Senate to meét in Joint Session 
to day at 10 o’clock, to elect a State Engineer. 

A message was received from the Senate, announcing to the 
House, the passage of the following bills, originating in the 
enate : ae p 

A bill to amend the 8rd section of an Act for the investment 
of the Special School Fund in the bonds of Railroad Compa- 
nies. 

And a bill to establish a Penal Code, for the State of Texas—. 
with amendments. 

Anda bill originating in the Senate, to incorporate the Texas 
Oil Company. - 

Mr, Martin of L, proposed to amend the bill before the 
House, to pay clerks, sheriffs, &c., as follows: 

Strike out the word “half-pay,” in Fee bill, wherever it oc- 
eurs, and insert, “the whole of said Fe bill.” 

On motion of Mr. Cleveland ot L., the bill and amendments 
were postponed till Monday next, by a vote of 8£ yeas to 38 
nays. 

Mr, Ardrey, Chairman of a Select Committee, on a bill to 
establish a Code of Criminal Procedure, for the State of Texas, 
reported, reeummending the passage of the same, with amend- 
ments. 

Report received. ; 

Mr. Brown, one of Committee on Enrolled bills, made the 
following report : 
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Committee Room, 
. August 18th, ce 
Hon. H. P. Bee, 
Speaker, of the House of Representatives : l 

The Joint Committee have examined the following bills, and 
fiad them correctly enrolled : 

A bill for the relief of Ezekiel Vickers. 

A bill for the relief of John B. Johnson. 

A bill to authorize the District Courts to issue Land Certiti- 
cates, in Certain eases. 

A bill toamend the 17th section of an Act to incorporate the 
Memphis, El Paso and Pacific Railroad Company, approved 
5th: February, 1856. 

A bill to donate lands to certain persons therein mentioned 
£ for the improvement of the channel between Corpus Christ 
fF and Aransas Bays. 
| A bill to authorize the Chief Justice of Tarrant county to 
order an election to locate the county site of said county. 

A bill for the relief of Louisa Netherly. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Wm. H. Clopton. 

A bill to incorporate the town of Paris. 

A bill for the relief of certain persons therein named. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs and legal representatives of 
Archibald Fitzgerald. 

A bill making an appropriation for defraying the expenses 
of the State Penitentiary. 

- A bill for the relief of the heirs of Robert Collier. 

A bill for the relief of Thomas Peck. 

A bill to relinquish the right of the State to certain lands, 
therein named. 

Mr. Dennis, Chairman of Committee on Engrossed bills, re- 
ported correctly engrossed, the following bills: 

A bill to incorporate the Mexican Gulf and Rio Grande 
Railroad Company. 

A bill for the relief of Geo. Grover, and others, therein 
Named. | 

A bill for the relief of Dennis Meade, and Richard Meade 

A bill for the relief of Peter F- Houston. 

A bill for the relief of Sam’! B. Dickinson. 

And a bill for the relief of Amazon Houston. 

Report accepted. , 

Mr. Ector, Chairman of Committee on Federal Relations, 
made the following reports: , 

Reported as follows, on a Joint Resolution in reference to 
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the course of Texas, in case the Auti-Slavery Candidate for the 
Presidency is elected: 

The Committee on “ Federal Relations,” to which was re- 
ferred Joint Resolutions requesting the Governor of the State 
to convene the Legislature in Extra Session, in the event of the 
election of the candidate of the Anti-Slavery “Sectional Party,” 
President, have had the same under consideration, and have 
instructed me to report them back to the House, with the ac- 
companying amendment, and recommend their passage. 

The reasons which induce the Committee to adopt this course, 
may be briefly stated. The Union of the non-slaveholding and 
slaveholding States into a Confederacy, under a Constitution 
recognizing and protecting the institutions of each, and based 
upon the absolute equality of all, might well be hoped to be 
perpetual; yet the very fact of the States having the institution 
of domestic slavery, lying together in a compact body, and di- 
vided from the non-slaveholding States by parallels of latitude, 
—the one North, and the other South—divides them into sec- 
tions, and renders each liable to the organization of sectional 
parties whose very existence are dangerous to the continuance 
of the Union. To preserve the comity and mutual confidence 
of the sections—all parties having strength sufficiént to com- 
mand the support of any considerable portion of either section 
—have ,heretofore selected their candidates for the two highest 
offices within the gift of the whole, the one from the Northern, 
and the other from the Southern section of the Confederacy.— 

For the first time in the history of the Confederacy, a formi- 
dable sectional party—-organized at the North—boldly confronts 
the South, and wages an uncompromising war upon its institu- 
tions——defiantly proclaiming the design to destroy the guaran- 
tees of the Constitution, upon which the South have heretofore 
confidently relied to protect their rights in the Union. 


It has been said that selections of candidates by the new 
party——properly styled “ Black Republicans ”—President and 
Vice-President, both from the North—is an indignity to which 
the South will not submit. This idea does not present the true 
position of the South in this contest. The simple fact of such 
nominations having been made would bea matter of entire 
indifference to the South, if it were not for the additional fact 
that these nominations are designed to be, and solicits support 
only by the North, while their claims are urged upon princi- 
ples which appeal to the Northern prejudices against the South, 
and the success of which can be of no practical interest to the 
North, other than to pander to an unholy lust for political 
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domination, while it would utterly subvert and unsettle the 
foundations of the most cherished institutions of the South. It 
is in this view of affairs, the South would not, and could not 
submit ; nor is the true attitude ef the South expressed by the 
further statement that the Black Republican party having 
selected their candidates for President and Vice-President, both 
from the North ; in pursuance of the same rule of selection, no 
office would be offered to any citizen of the South, in the event 
of their success. None can doubt that those offices, which 
require for the discharge of their duties, the presence of their 
recipients in the South, would be tendered to Sothern men, in 
the delusive hope that the manhood and patriotism of the South 
would be subdued by the charms of the spoils of office. The 
true danger to the perpetuity of the Union arises from the fact, 
that no single citizen of the South, having a particle of self- 
respect, or possessing the smallest share of its esteem or confi- 
dence, would accept office under such an administration. Any 
Southern man who would accept an office from such an admin- 
istration, would be considered by the Slaveholding States a 
traitor to the true interest and the constitutional rights of the 
South, and would be denounced and despised by every one of 
her loyal citizens. | 


Let this State of things occur—and it is certain to occur in 
the event of the election of Fremont and Dayton—and a disso- 
lution of the Union is an accomplished fact. Taking this view 
of the present Presidential contest, the Committee are deeply 
impressed with a solemn conviction that the question of union 
or disunion is presented for the decision of the American 
people. With the North lies the power of deciding it—with 
them the glory or the shame of its determination. 


In this aspect of public affairs, it becomes the imperative 


| duty of the South to take counsel for her safety, and be thor- 


oughly prepared for whatever contingency may await her. 
There should be co-operation, and a mutual understanding 
throughout the South. To secure this in the most expeditious 
and prompt manner, is to cail the Legislatures of the several 
States together, that they may take such course as they may 
determine in their wisdom to adopt. “For ten years, Texas has 
once already “trod the path of glory alone,” and however 
much she may deplore the necessity which will rupture the 
bonds that bind her to this great Confederacy, she is still as 
ready in defence of her honor and her rights as she was in 1836, 
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to declare that “there isa point beyond which forbearance 
ceases to be a virtue. ” 

All of whichis respectfully submitted. 

- M. D. ECTOR, Chairman, 
of the Committee: 

Also reported as follows, on a resolution requiring the Com- 
mittee on federal relations to enquire into the expediency and 
policy of instructing our Senators to urge upon Congress the 
withdrawal of the United States army from Texas: 

Coamurtes Room, 
Austr, Aug. 11th, 1856. 
To the Hon. H. P. Bee, - 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Federai relations, to which was referred a 
resolution, making it the duty of the committee to enquire into 
the expediency of instructing our Senators in Congress, to 
urge upon Congress the withdrawal of the United States Ar- 
my from Texas, excepting a sufficient force man tothe f rt-on 
the boundary, between Texas and Mexico, and of placing one 
half of the money annually expended by Congress, in keeping 
up the Military force in Texas, with instructions to report by 
resolation, &s., have carefully considered the same. 

Upon mature reflection, a majority of the committee are of 
the opinion that such a departure from the well established and 
long pursued policy of our Government, would be unwise, im- 
politic and uncalled for. In the formation of our Confedracy, 
it was deemed wise und proper, that the Federal Goverment 
should be the proper depository of the power alluded to, in the 
resolution referred to them. This power bas been given to the 
Federal Government, ever since the Government was estab- 
Hshed, it has been exercised since that time, with but few ex- 
ceptions in a manner intended by the framers of our Federal 
Constitution. The States delegated certain powers to the Gen- 
eral Government. They saw the necessity of establishing a 
common bond of union,and “to provide for the commun defences 
and promote the general welfare of that union.” To carry out 
this important object, a regular force is created under the Ger- 
eral Government. Once concede that the State of Texas is bet- 
ter calculated to protect herself, and it must be conceded that 
California and other of our sister States, similarly situated, ars 
in the same condition. It would then be evident, that there 
would be any necessity for any considerable regular force un- 
der the Federal Government. Change this long established 
principle of our Goverament, and there would inevitably arise 
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difficulties and conflicts between the Military of a State, organ: 
ized, officered and disciplined as it would be, and the people 
of Foreigu countries, or other States, and Territories of this 
Union. In.short it would not only have a tendency to bring 
about collisions between the -sister States of the Union, but 
would also be calculated to bring us into conflicts with Foreign 

owers. And last, but not least in importance, is the almost ab- 
solutely certainty, that from time to time, large appropriations 
would. have to be made from our State Treasury, to meet the 
unforseen expenditures, which had been incurred on acevunt 
of theMilitary force of the State. 

The conimittee are therefore of the opinion that the change 
contemplated in tLe original résolution, should not be adopted; 
they therefore, make this report, and ask tu be excused from 
any further action upon the subject. 

M. D. ECTOR. 
Chairman of the Comunittee. 

Also the committee on federal relations to which was refer- 
red a resolution instructing the committee to enquire into the 
expediency of recommending to Congress the establishment 
of additional mail routes in certain sections and report by bill 
or otherwise, have carefully examined the same. 

The Committee upon investigation have ascertained that 
the additional mail route alluded to have been provided for 
in most of the counties by the Congress of the United States 
since the introduction of the resolution and whilst they are 
satisHed that from time to time it will be important that such 
additional mail facilities should be established in the State as 
the advancement of the State and the frequent creation of new 
counties. will demand, they have every confidence in a dis- 
position of Congress to do us justice when our condition is laid 
before them, and that our vigilant and indefatigable mail agent 
for the State will do nis duty in the premises. 

The committee therefore return the resolution back to the 
house, with the accompanying report, and ask to be discharged 
from a further consideration of the subject. 

Report accepted. 

Mr. Ardrey, one of the committee on State Affairs, made the 
following reports : 

Reported, recommending the passage of the following bills: 

A bill to incorporate the town of Mount Pleasant. 


A Senate bill to relinquish the right of the State to certain 
Salt Springs or licks therein mentioned. 


$ TTT Re OE, 
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A bill to amend the 2d section of an act concerning passen- 
gers coring to Texas, approved February 11th, 1850. 

And a bill to authorize the Governor to appoint commis- 
missioners to take acknowledgments of deeds &c., in any for- 
reign country. 

And reported recommending the indefinite postponement 
of the following petitions: 

Petition of Alva Herman. 

Petition of W. D. Menifee. l 

The petition of sundry citizens of Corryell county. 

The petition of Jesse Zumwalt, and 

The indefinite postponement ef a bill to relinquish the State 
taxes collected in the county of Williamson for the years 1856 
and 1857, for the purpose of building a Court-house. 

Recommended the passage ofa bill to incorporate the town 
of Athens, in Henderson county, with the following amend- 
ments, Sec. 10th strike out “ presented” and insert “‘ of said 
corporation shall be prosecuted.” After theword “ and” in 2d 
line, insert “and the trial thereof,” strike out the word “ or- 
ganizing” and insert “regulating.” 

Sec? 13, Ist line insert the word “shall” after the word 
“each.” 


Myr. Cleveland of B., one of said committee, reported, re- 
commending the passage of a bill to incorporate the San Anto- 
nio Gas Company. 

Mr. Waelder moved to suspend the rule and take up the bill 
—Lost. ; f 

Mr. Brown, one of said committee, reported as follows : 

The committee on State Affairs, tọ whom was referred the 
petition of Sundry Mechanics, and others of Huntsville, com- 
‘plaining of the injury done to their occupations, by the mechan- 
ical operations carried on in the Penitentiary, have considered 
the same, and instruct me to report: 

That the people of Huntsville were very anxious to have the 
Penitentiary located there; that the interest of the State led to 
the employment of the convicts in mecnanical, and manufactur- 
ing pursuits,as the only means of sustaining the Institution, with- 
ont a tax upon the State; and that, which some of the petition- 
ers may, and donbtless will suffer by this cause, still the sur- 
rounding farming community will be correspondingly benefited. 
While sympathising with the petitioners, the committee, are 
unable to see any possible remedy, in the power of the Legis- 
lature, to grant, without a sacrifice of the interest of the State, 
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sideration of the subject. — 

Report received. 

{On motion of Mr. Runnels, the rule was suspended, and a bill 
for the relief of John R. Rogers, taken up. 

Mr. West proposed to amend.as fallows: 

Provided that.nothing in this act shal! be so construed, as to 
affect the rights-of third .parties—adopted, and bill passed to a 
8d reading—rule farther suspended—read 3d time, and passed. 

_Mr. Ardrey, one of the committee on State Affairs, reported, 
recommending the passage of a bill to provide for the safe 
keeping of the Capitot building, furniture, &c., and definé the 
duties of the Chief Clerk of the House of Representatives, an 
Secretary of Senate. 


On motion of Mr. Crosby, the Tale was suspended, and fe- 
port and bill taken up. -> i 
. Mr. Crosby proposed to amend, by adding the following 
Section: - 
That the said Secretary of Senate, and Chief Clerk ofthe 
Honse of Representatives, are hereby required to execute a 
bond, each in the’sum of $5000, with two good and sufficient 
securities, made payable to the Governor and his sucessors in 
‘office, and conditioned for the faithful performance of the du- 
tiès, hereinbefore provided’ for, which said bond shall be ap- 
proved by the Comptroller and deposited in the Comptroller's 
te and which may be sned upon, in certain casés of forfeit- 
ure, as otLer official bonds—Adopted, and bill ordered to be 
engrossed. l 
, On motion of Mr. Crosby, rule suspended, read 3d time ~- 
passed by the following vote: — _ a 
- ¥Yeas.— Messrs, Speaker, Adrian, 


_««citon, Cook, . Cleveland of: B. 
Bee ies y mple. Sarden of O., Dennis, . Dougherty, Ector, 
fae tues, Gay, Hale, Junker, King, Kittrell, Martin’ of 
+, acClanahan, McCown, McMillin, Middleton, Moore, Nor- 
ton, Parker of A., Parker of T., Poag, Randolph 
Sayles, Selman, Shaw, Shepård, Smith . of H’s:,.Smith of Hh. 
Smith of N., Stedman, Stout, Sallivda, Taylor, Throckmorton; 
Bat Truehart, West, Williams of L, and Willianig of 
. "90. 7° 
Navs.— Messrs. Cleveland of L., Darden of G.; Dickson of 
_R., Green, Hooker, Martin of: H., Melton, ‘Parsons, Pol- 
ock, o Rushing, Tarlton, Trigg and White—14, ae 


> 
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` yevenne laws ot the United States took effect in Texas, wha 


_ the Texas Collector, and psid, amounting to some thirty thoy 
‘The firm of E. P. Kolkin & Co., however, refused to pay th 


` and demanded the dues. Kolkin then brought suit for the m 


_ toempley counsel in behalf of the State, which was done in thi 
_ ease. ‘The District Court decided against the State. - Tig 
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Mr. Brown, one of Committee on State Affairs, reported 
follows: rae: 
COMMITTEE Room, . 
Austin, August 18th, 1556. 
To the Honorable H. P. Bee, ane 

Speaker of the House of Representatives ; 

The committee on State Affairs, to whom was referred, 
Senate bill, making an appropriation to pay a judgement againg 
the former Collector of customs, at Galveston, have caretully 
examined the facts and find them, as set forth clearly, by ofi 
cia! documents, to be as follows; 

That a difference of opinion prevailed, as to whether the 


Congress accepted our Constitution on_the 29th December, 
1845, or with the actual change of Government, on -the 19t 
February, 1846, a period of nearly. two months, in which, 
considerable amount of goods were imported through Galve 
ton into the State, and on which the duties were demanded by 


sand dollars.’ 
the duties—the Collector, Cocke, had the goods in warehoug 


covery of the goods, and for damages, in the District Cou 
The first Legislature, then being in session, passed an actn 
quiring the Collectors to enforce payment in all such cases, au 


cause was carried by the State, to the Supreme Court, whid 
--weversed the cause, and then it was taken up to the Suprem 
Court or 28 U. S., where, after a period of ten years, the cau 
was finally deciact, in May last, in favor of Kolkin & G 
The execution against the Estate of Cocke and his suretia 
who are the responsible parties to. the Judgment, -has bee 
voluntarily stayed until this Legislature would Sct in- the. mi 
ter. The Estate is insolvent and the sureties, whọ We 
prompted to become such, through a patriotic desire to see ti 
State protected, must suffer, unless this bill passes. 
_ The committee unanimously recommend the passage of ti 
_ bill. . JOHN HENRY BROWN. 
i One of Committee. 


On motion of Mr. Brown, rule suspended, bill taken up,'! 
passed to a 3d reading—rule further suspended—read 3d tin 


and passed, . 
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Honse of the passage of the following bills, originating in the 
House : p3 


A bill for the relief of P. G.-Moffatt. 
“&  to incorporate. the Linden Academy. 


“for the relief of Wm. Harrington. 
te 


the State to certain lands. 


A bill. to incorporate the town of Waco, in McLennan Co. 

And a Senate bill to require the Comptroller to perform 
certain duties herein mentioned. 

And that the Senate has passed the House’s substitute for 
Renate bills authorizing the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office to issue a certificate to George Pierman. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Henry Applewhite. 

And a bill for the relief of John 8. Hill. 


the House to a bill authorizing the use of the Spanish lan- 
guage before Justices’ Courts, in certain cases, and in the 
counties West of the Guadalupe River. 

Oo to a bill for the relief of Francisco Antonio De Log 

108. 

And in all of the amendments to a bill to incorporate the 
Houston Tap and Brazoria Railway Company, except the 
second one, l ; i 

On motion of Mr. Stedman, the rule was suspended, and a 
bill for the relief of Harvey Whiting was taken up, and passed 
to a 3d reading—rule suspended, read 3d time, and House re- 

sed to pass the bill by the following vote—yeas 28, nays 38. 
On motion of Mr. Dougherty, the vote refusing to- pass a 
ill to incorporate the European and American Colonization 
ociety in Texas, was reconsidered. 

Mr, Cleveland of Bexar, offered the following amendments 
the bill: E 

Amend, section Ist, by striking out the words “‘ manufactory 
r other business, or industry,” and insert “ manufacturing, 
echanical or agricultural business.” 

.2nd ; strike out, in section 2nd, “two millions,” and insert 
one million.” . Sons 
Also, strike out “one hundred,” and insert “‘ twenty,” 

_ Amendments adopted. cor a a 

Mr, Thompson offered the following amendment : 

Section —. That-the shareholders, or corporators of the 


—_ 


to relinquish, in favor of certain persons, the right of 


And that the Senate has concurred in the amendments of 


‘A message was received from the Senate, informing the . 


436 


company, by. this act incorporated, shall be liable for all debt 
and obligations of said company, in the same: manner, and to 
the same extent as general partners are by law now lables 
adopted, 

nd the bill passed by the following two-third vote + 

Yuas—Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, Brown, 
Cleveland of B., Cook, Crosby, Darden of C., Dennis, Dick. 
son of G. , Dougherty, Ector, Ellison, Francis, Gaines, Gay, 
‘Hale, Hooker, King, Kittrell, McMillin, Melton, Merrick 
Moore, Norton, Ochiltree, Parker of Ta Pollock, Randolph, 
Rushing, Sayles, Selman, Smith of Harris, Smith of Harrison 
Smith of N., Sullivan, Taylor,- Throckmorton, Thompson 
Tompkins, Truechart, Waelder, White, and Witt—45, = 

Nays—Messrs. Burress, Busby, Cleveland of L. , Dalrymple, 
Dickson of R, R., Junker, ‘Martin of L. , MéClanahan, ‘McCown, 
Middleton, Parker of A, Poag, Shaw, Shepard, Stedman, 
Tarlton, West, Williams of L., and- Williams of S. A—if 

On'motion of Mr. Brown, Mr. Pettus was excused from at. 
tendance on the House, on account of indisposition. 

On motion of Mr. Darden-of C., rule - Suspended, arid a bil 
for the collection and republication of the General Laws of 
the State of Texas, was taken up, read 2d time, and ordered 
to be engrossed; rule suspended, read 3d time, and passed. 

- On motion of Mr. Dickson of G., House adjoumed Hy i 


o o'clock, P.M. 
: T$ O'CLOCK, P. M, 
House met pursuant to adioa oli called— quom 
present. 
On motion of Mr, ‘Tompkins, the rule was suspended, and 
a Senate bill to incorporate the Houston Lyceum, taken up- 
read, and passed to a 3d reading, rule suspended, read 3d time, 
and passed by a two-third vote. 
On motion of Mr. Dalrymple, the rulè was suspanded, ani 
the yarious bills creating new counties, taken up. ` 
_A -Senate bill to create the county of Brown—read, atl 
passed to a 3d reading, rule suspended, read 3d time, al 
assed. 
A Senate bill. to create the County of McCulloch, taken 4 
. and passed to a 3d reading—rule suspended, read 3d tims 
and passed. >. 
A bill to create the county of La Salle, "taken | UE ` amont 
ments of Committee adopted; read ‘and: passed to a d. readin 
—rule suspended, read 3d time, and passed. 
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. A bill to create the county of. Palo Pinto—read and passed 
to a 3d reading, rule suspended, read_3d time, and passed. 

A bill to create the county of Jack—read and passed to a 
3d reading, rule suspended, read 3d time and passed. ` 

A bill to amend the 1st and 5th sections of an act creating 
the county of Young, approved Feb. 2d, 1856—read and 
e to a 3d reading, rule suspended, read 3d time, and 

assed. 

: On motion of Mr. Taylor, the rule was suspended, and a 
pill for the relief of John Sparks, taken up, read, and passed 
to add reading—rule suspended, read 3d time, and passed. 

Mr. Stedman moved a reconsideration of the vote refusing 
to engross a bill to change the N. E. boundary line of Lime- 
stone county. 

Mr. Pollock moved to lay the motion on the table, where- 
upon the yeas and nays were called, and stood: 33 yeas, 30 
nays—so the motion was laid on the table. 

Mr. Throckmorton, chairman of Committee on Internal 
improvements, reported, by leave, recommending the passage 
of a bill to authorize the location, settlement, and sale of the 
Mississippi and Pacific R. R. Reserve—report received. 

Mr. ‘Throckmorton moved to suspend the rule, and take up 
the bill and report—carried. 


2lst inst. 

Mr. Smith of Harrison, moved to lay the motion on the 
table—carried. a 

Mr. Gaines moved a call of the House—lost. 

Mr. Worsham proposed to amend by striking out “50 cents” 
and insert “$1.00” per acre. 

Mr. Ector moved to lay the amendment on the table. 

Whereupon the yeas and nays were called, and stood thus : 

Yeas—-Messrs. Adrian, Ardrey, Bonner, Dalrymple, Davis, 
Dougherty, Ector, Ellison, Francis, Green, Hale, Hooker, 
Junker, King, Martin of H., McClanahan, McMillin, Melton, 
Middleton, Gchiltree, Owings, Parker of A., Parker of T., 
Pollock, Randolph, Reeves, Richardson, Rushing, Selman, 
Smith of Harris, Smith of Harrison, Smith of N., Stedman, 
Stout, Taylor, Throckmorton, Thompson, West, White, Wil- 
liams of L., Williams of S. A., and*Witt—42. 

Nays——Messrs. Speaker, Arnold, Brown, Busby, Cleveland 
of B., Cleveland of L., Crosby, Darden of C., Darden of G., 
Dennis, Dickson of G., Gaines, Gay, Kittrell, Martin of D., 


Pag 


Mr. Arnold moved to make the bill the special order for 
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McCown, Merrick, Norton, Runnels, TA Shaw, Shepard, 
Smith of Harrison, Sullivan, Tarlton, Tompkins, Tri ios, True- 
hart, Waelder, and Worsham—30. 

So the amendment was laid on the table. 

Mr. Francis moved the previous question. 

The yeas and nays were called and stood 42 yeas a ay 
nays. 

Xo the House ordered the main question, which being on the 


passage of the bill toa third reading, the yeas and says were 
called for, and stood thus : 


Vas Mears. Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Bonner, Brown, 
Burress, Busby, Charlton, Cleveland of B., Cleveland of L, 
Dalrymp! e, Darden of O. Darden of G. , Davis, Dickson of G., 
Dougherty, Ector, Ellison, Francis, Green, ‘Hale, Hooker, 
Junker, King, Kittrell, Martin of B. , McClanahan, McMillin, 
Melton, Merrick, Middleton, Ochiltree, Owings, Parker of A, 
Parker of T. , Parsons, Pollock, Randolph, Reeves, Richardson, 
Rushing, Selman, Shaw, Smith of Harris, Smith of Harrison, 
Smith of N., Stedman, Stout, Sullivan, Taylor, Throckmorton, 
oo 'Truehart, White, Williams of L., Williams of §, 

A.,.and Witt—58 

Nays.— Messrs. Arnold, Crosby, Dennis, Gaines, Gay, Mar- 
tin of L., McCown, Runnels, Sayles,. Shepard, Thompson, 
Trigg, Waelder and Worsham—14. l 

So the bill passed to a 3d reading. l 

Mr. Parker of T., moved a further suspension of the rule in 
order to pass the bill, whereupon the veas and nays were called 
for, and stood as follows: 

Yuas,—Messis. Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Bonner, Brown, 

Burress, Busby, Cleveland of B., Dalrymple, Darden of C, 
Darden of G., Davis, Dickson of G., “Dougher ty, Ector, Elligon; 
Groen, Hale, ‘Hooker, Junker, King, Martin of H. , McClana. 
han, McMillin, Melton, Merrick Middleton, Ochiltree, Ow- 
ings, Parker of À., Parker of T., "Parsons, Randolph, Reeves, 
Richardson, Rushing Selman, Shaw, Smith, of Harris, Smith 
of Harrison, Smith “of N. Stedman, Stout, Sullivan, Taylor, 
Throckmorton, Thompson, White, Williams of L., and Wil 
liams of S. A.—50. 
_ Nays.—Messrs. Arnold, Cleveland ot L., Crosby, Dennis, 
Francis, Gaines, Kittrell, Martin of L., Norton, Pollock; Run 
nels, Sayles, Shepard, Tompkins, Trigg, Truehart, Waelder 
anu Worsham—18 

So the House refused to suspend the rule. 

Mr. White. chairman of the committee on public lands, re 
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ted recommending the passage of a bill to repeal an act do- - 
nating to actual settlers on public domain, 160 acres of land. . 

On motion of Mr. White, report and bill taken up, and bill. 
passed to a 3d reading ; -rule further suspended, bill read 3d ` 
time. oo 

The question being on the final passage of the bill, the yeas 
and nays were called and the bill passed by the following vote : 

Yeas.— Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Arnold, Bell, Bonner, Brown, 
Burress, Busby Cleveland of L., Darden of C., Darden of G., Da- 
vis, Dennis, Dickson of G., Ector, Ellison, Francis, Gaines, Gay, - 
Hale, Hooker, Junker, King. Kittrell, Martin of H., Martin of” 
L. McClanahan, Norton, Ochiltree, Owings, Sayles, Selman, ` 
Shepard, Smith of Harris, Smith of Harrison, Smith of N. 
Stedman, Stont, Sallivan, Thompson, Tompkins, White, Wil- 
liams of L., Williams et S. A., and Worsham—45. 

Navs.—Messrs. Ardrey, Cleveland of B; Charlton, Dalrym- 
ple, Dougherty, Green, McCown, MeMillin, Melton, Merrick, 
Middleton, Parker of A., Parsons, Pettus, Pollock, Randolph, 
Richardson, Rushing, Taylor, Shaw, Throckmorton, Trigg, 
Truehart, Waelder and Witt—2Z5. ! 

Mr. Waelder moved a reconsideration of the vote passing 
the Texas Western Railroad Company over .the Governor’s 
yeto. . 

Mx. Davis moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the table, . 
whereupon the yeas and nays were called for and stood thus: 

Yuas.—Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Bell, Bonner, Burress, 
Busby, Crosby, Darden ot O., Darden of G., Davis, Dickson 
of G., Dougherty, Ector, Francis, Gay, Wale, Hooker, Kittrell, 
Martin of L., McClanahan, McCown, MeMillin, Merrick, Mid- 
dleton, Norton, Ochiltree, Owings, Parker, of A., Parker of T., 
Parsons, Reeves, Richardson, Rushing, Sayles, Selman, Shep- 
ard, Smith of Harris, Smith of Harrison, Stedman, Stout, 
Tarlton, Taylor, ‘Throckmorton, Truchart, Williams of L., and 
Witt—46. l 

Navys.—Messre. Ardrey, Arnold, Brown. Cleveland of B., 
Cleveland of L., Dalrymple, Dennis, Gaines, Green, Junker, 
King,.Martin of H., Melton, Pollock, Randolph, Runnels, 
Shaw, Smith of N., Sullivan, Thompson, Tompkins, Trigg, 
Waelder, White, Williams of S. A., and Worsham—26. 

So the motion to reconsider was laid on the table. 

Mr: Shepard moved to recoñsider the vote, refusing te 
suspend. the rule to pass the bill relative to the ‘location, sale 
and survey of the Pacific Railroad Reserve. 

Mr. Davis moved the previous question—ordered—which 
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being the suspension of the rule, to pass the bill ; the yeas and 
nays were called forand stvod 55 yeas to 13 nays—so the rule 
was suspended and the bill passed. eT 

Mr. Burress, by leave, introduced the following resolution : 

Whereas, Col. E. Kirk, as agent of the State of Texas, did 
in the year of our Lord, 1854, make a laborious and expensive 
voyage to all the capitols of the various sovereign States of this 
great nation and also to various foreign countries-including the 
renowned province and city of Cape Cod, in the principality 
of Massachusetts, which said voyage was made in search of 
light and knowledge on the subject of furniture, and furniture 
markets, in order, as.the agent ef our State, to purchase the 
necessary furniture for fitting up the Capitol of this State, 

And Whereas, said Col. E, Kirk made great sacrifices from 
his own private purse in order to procure the most fashionable 
farnitureto be found in the great markets of the world, includ- 
ing the city and province of Cape Cod, by which he expended 
and paid an enormous amount over and above the paltry 
appropriation of $25,000 by this State, 

: And Whereas, said Col. E. Kirk, from a over sensitive and 
delicate feeling, has preferred to bear said sacrifice with chris- 
tian fortitude, rather than ask even a cent from this Legisla- 
ture, i 

And Whereas, we the assembled representatives of the so- 
vereign people of Texas, deeply impressed with the moral sub- 
limity of this act of self-denial on the part of said Col. E. 
Kirk, and profoundly grateful for so distinguished a manifes- 
tation of patriotism on the part of the said Col, E. Kirk :—- 
Now, therefore be it- a 

Resolved, By the assembled representatives of the people 
of Texas, that we hereby donate to the said Col. E. Kirk the 
sugar plantation owned by us situated on river “ Swindle” in 
the county of “ Rascality,” in this State, commonly called the 
plantation of “ Logues Retreat,” 

- Resolved, That the Chief Clerk be instructed to have pamt- 
ed a full length portrait representing the Treasurer of the 
State in the act of presenting a bag of gold to the said Col. E, 
Kirk, on behalf of the State, whilst said Col. E. Kirk shall 
be thrown erect on the canvass in the act of proudly retreating 
from the Treasurer, his hands extended asif to fend off, his 
éyes flashing indignation at the idea of receiving money -for 
patriotic services and his ears thrown back at an angle of about 
54 40 a la western buck rabbit / l 
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| table, : 
| Qn motion the House adjotumed till 8 o'clock, A. M, to- 
| morrow. 


On motion of Mr, Ochiltree the resolution was laid on. the 


House oF REPRESENTATIVES, ? 
Austin, August 19th, 1856 § 
| House met pursuant.to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present—journal of yesterday read and adopted. l 
On motion of Mr. Truehart, rule suspended, and a bill to 
| perfect land titles in Castro’s Colony, approved January 22d, 
1850, was taken up. And, 
‘Mr. Ardrey offered the following amendment to the bill : 
| “Provided that before the Commissioner of the General 
| Land Office shall issue patents to one-half of the land to’ the 
| contractors, they shall be required to file in the General Land 
| Office, the contract made with the colonists ”’—Adopted. 
Mr. Trigg moved a call of the House—Lost. ~~, 
The bill was then ordered to be engrossed, by a vote of 36 
yeas to 28 nays. l ' 
| The. House refused to suspend rule, and pass the bill to 3rd- 
reading, l 
| On motion of Mr. Dickson of G., the rule was suspended, 
| anda Senate bill for the relief of theheirsof Dawson B. Charl- ` 
| ton was taken up, and passed to a 3rd reading—rule suspended 
| —read 3rd time, and passed. 
| © On'motion of Mr. McCown, rule suspended, and bill to in- 
| corporate Corpus Christi Academy, was taken up, and read 
2nd time. 
| Mr, Kittrell offered a substitute to the bill, which was 
| adopted. 
| Bill then ordered to be engrossed—rule suspended, read 3rd. 
| time, and passed by a two-third vote. 
| Mr. Smith of Harris, chairman of the Committee on Public 
| Debt, by leave, reported, recommending the passage of a bill 
for the relief of D. L. Kokeinot. ~ 
Mr, Smith of Harris, Chairman of Public Debt Committee, 
| reported, recommending the passage of a bill for relief of Fen- 
ton M, Gibson: 
| CommıtTTEE, Room, 15th August, 1856. 
| Zo the Honorable H. P. Bee, 
o Speaker of the House of. Representatives : 
‘The committee on Public: Debt, to which was referred the 
| petition of Fenton M. Gibson, asking for additional pay“as 
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Quarter-Master on the Mier expedition, have carefully investi- 
gated the evidences in the,case, and find the circumatances;to 
be as follows : 

It appears that the claim of Mr. Gibson was presented to 
the Auditor and Comptroller and by them allowed for $1591 
33 being the pay of a Commissary of subsistence [see voucher 
No. 2] whilst at the sametitne it appears that Mr. Gibson 
acted as Quarter-Master to said expédition, and should have 
been allowed (according to the army regulations of the late 
Republic of Texas) $3,388 00, as appears by voucher No. 1, 
leaving a balance in his favor of $1,796 67. 

The proof is clear that the petitioner served as Quartér- 
Master in the Mier expedition, and according to the construc- 
tion given by the Auditor and Comptr oller to the act of 9th 
February 1850, entitled.“ an act for the relief of certain per- 
Bons- formerly prisoners of war in Mexico,” the petitioner is 
entitled to the difference of pay between that of Commissary 
which he received, and that of Quarter-master, which office he 
actually filled, which differnce your committee have herein 
above set forth, On an examination of the act in question, 
your committee are of opinion that the true construction of 
the act, makes no difference among the volunteers in favor of 
rank ; but as all the other officers have been paid according 
to rank, it would be unjust to make in the sole remaining 
case, a distinction to the prejudice of petitioner. 

He is entitled to the same measure of relief as has been 
granted to his comrades on that expedition. 

The premises considered, your ‘committee are of opinion 
that the relief asked for should be granted, and have instruct- 
ed me to report the accompanying bill for the relief of Fen- 
ton M. Gibson, and recommend its passage. 

SMITH of Harris. 

Also, made qi following report, as Chairman of Committee 
on. Geological Surveys : 

COMMITTEE Room, 
Aug. 13th, 1856. 
To the Hon. H. P. Bee, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


Sir:—The Committee on Geological Survey, &c., to which 
have been referred several resolutions concerning the appoint- 
ment of a State Geologist, to make a survey of the State, and 
on other kindred subjects, have instructed their PAEAN; in 
pursuance of their duty, to report as follows : 
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Information has been received by your committee, that a bill, 
is now ‘before the Congress of the United States; providing for. 
the appointment of a Commissioner to run, designate and es- 
tablish, in co-operation with a like Commission on the part of. 
Texas, the boundary line between Texas and the Territories of 
the United States, This bill, your committee are informed, will 
probably become a Jaw, and that the United States Commis- 
sion will be ready to take the field the ensuing spring. ‘The 
House of Representatives will at once perceive, that, some cor-' 
responding Legislativeaction may be required on the part of 
Texas. In view of these circumstances, as likely to’ arise, to’ 
which allusion has just been made, a law was passed by the’ 
Legislature of Texas, and approved Feb. 11th, 1854. This act, 
which provides for the appointment of a Surveyor and Com- 
missioner, and appropriates $10,000 for the expenses of the 
survey, seems to have been framed without information of the 
nature and amount of the work and service to be performed. 
The sum appropriated is wholly inadequate. The Committee 
beg to submit the facts in support of this opinion. 

The salary allowed under the act in question, is $1500 per 
annum to the surveyor, and the like sum to the Commissioner. 
This is not more than is paid to assistant Engineers on rail- 
roads in our section of the Union, who are expected to possess, 
at most, but little scientific knowledge, and a moderate share 
of practical skill. Now, in running the boundary line, the 
survey is purely an astronomical one. All the calls in the 
boundary act are for parallels of latitude and meridians of lon- 
gitude; and the ordinary methods used in common field sgur- 
veying-are wholly inapplicable. . And your committee deem it 
proper to express the opinion--that the most expert of our 
county surveyors would be at a loss, were he to attempt the 
work now in contemplation. And as a fact illustrating the im- 
portance of correct, over faulty methods, that on running the 
Northern Boundary line between the United States and Canada, 
by ordinary method, the important station of Rouse’s Point fell 
on the Canada side, but on running this line by an astronomi- 
cal sarvey, this strong point fell within the United States, and 
now constitutes one of the important points of defence on our 
Northern Frontier. 


The most difficult operation in the survey is to fix accurately. 
the initial point, as it involves the determination of the latitude: 
of 100° West from Greenwich. If chronometers cotld be. 
rated at some well known meridian, and thence transported to 
the scene of operations, nothing would be more simple than to 
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obtain the longitude by a comparison of the local time, and 
that shown-by the chronometers. But this is not the case; 
these instruments cannot be depended upon in nice geodetic 
operations. i 7 


The method most likely, under the circnmstances, to furnish 
the desired results, is that of observations of the transits of the 
moon, and of moon culminating stars over the meridian. With 
ap astronomical transit instrument minuted in the plane of the. 
meridian, the results obtained in this way differ greatly one 
with another, owing to the error in the Lunar tables, and re- 
quire a long series of observations in order to obtain anything 
near an accurate mean. Eclipses of Jupiter’s satellites -give 
very fair approximations, especially when the immersion and 
enxersion of the samesatellite can be observed; this however, 
is of rare occurrence. 


Having established the initial point, the next step will be to 
trace on the surface of the earth the parallel of 36° 30 of 
north latitude, for a distance of three degrees of longitude -or 
about 168 miles.. This is a difficult and complicated operation 
in practical geodesy ; the parallel being the small circle of & 
sphere having its centre at the pole. The method. for tracing 
this arc of the parallel most suited to the nature of the country 
in which the work is to be performed, consists in prolonging the 
prime vertical of the station or line perpendicnlar to the. meri- 
dian of the point of departure, and laying off tu the northward 
of this line, offsets of the proper length to reach the parallel. 

If the earth were a sphere, the line perpendicular to the point 
of departure would be an are of a great circle; but in the 
spheroid it becomes a curve of double curvature, composed of 
a great many elementary arcs having for their radu normals 
to the earth’s surface which are continually changing in value, 
with the progress of the survey. This renders the compnta- 
tion of the length of those efforts a laborious and complicated 
operation. 


Having reached the meridian of 103° W. from Greenwiek, 
it will be necessary to correct the operations by means of sure 
observations on the transits of the moon, previously to tracing 
that meridian to its intersection with the parallel of 32°. The 


- traicing of the meridian 103° will present no serious difficulty; 


it will only require great care and precision in the determina- 
tion of the direction of the meridian lines by astronomical 
means. | 


>The parallel of 32° N. will“have to be run out from its inter 
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section with the meridian of 103° to.the Rio Grande, in the 
same manner as the arc of 36°-80’, as previously stated. 
-. All along the entire extent of this line, nothing -is knownof 
the laws which govern magnetic .attraction, and as-the local 
yariation is continually changing as the work progresses, it will 
be impossible to rely on magnetic instruments for tracing the 
lines-or ascertaining their direction. As the observations, and 
experiments necessary to arrive at some knowledge of the laws 
of magnetism, which obtain in the section of country in ques- 
tion, will consume but little time, and as the cost of the necgs- 
gary instruments is but trifling, your committee have provided 
for a set of magnetic instruments in the list which they will 
herewith submit. . i l 
_° The instruments necessary for the work of running the lite, 
are: 
An Astronomical Transit Instrument, 86 inch focus. 
A Sidereal Chronometer. 
‘A Thodolite with repeating attachment. 
Two Sextant’s by Gambey, of Paris. l 
A Zenith Telescope for latitude observations.. 
A Portable Telescope for observing signals, occultations of 
Stars, Eclipses of .Jupiter’s, Satellites, &. 
A Solar Conipass. 
. A Compass and Chain. 
A: set of Magnetic Instruments 


The entire cost of these instruments is estimated at about 


$3000. When the survey shall be completed, they will have. 


lost none of their value, and may be placed in some institution 
of learning in our State. - Your committee have therefore pro- 


vided in the bill herewith reported, that the instruments shall 
+ 


be subject to the ulterior disposition of ‘the Legislature. : 

_ It may be urged that tlie Surveyor and Astronomer of the 
United States will be furnished with all necessary instruments, 
and that the proposed outlay of money by Texas would be 
useless. Your committee reply that, apart from the objeetions 
to our defending’ on the officers of the “Federal, Government, 
with only-one sèt of instrumetits, the work would be greatly 
“protracted beyond the time needed, if two parties were “in the 
_, field at the-same time, on different sections’ of the line. Both 
“parties being at work at different meridians, many of the errors 
of the lunar ephemeris would-be 'Gorrected, and would, in some 
„degree ‘do-away with-the necessity of waiting till the observa- 
- ‘tions were-compared with othera-niade on the same nights at 
‘Known meridians in Europe or the United States—-as mist be 
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done if there be only one astronomical party. Your commit- 
tee are therefore of opinion that the purchase of those” instru- 
ments would result in a saving of money to the State, as well 
as of time, in completing the running and designating the 

Boundary Line. j ' 

Your committee have presented the foregoing statement of 
the nature and amount of work to be done in establishing the 
Boundary Line, in order that it may be clear to the House, that 
thorough science and practical skill of the highest character, 
are required for its accurate performance. Your committee are- 
of opnion n that the servicesof a competent Surveyor cannot be 
had for a less sum than $3000 per annum, especially as the ap- 
pointment is a temporary one. Were the Boundary Line to 
be established, a Geographical one, designated and defined by 
rivers and other natural objects, the work work would be of 
easy performance, and might be completed in a short time. 
Bat in view of the remoteness and wild nature of the regions 
in question, and especially as the survey is astronomical, as has 
been stated, your committee think it can not be completed 
within a less period than two years from the time when the 
parties shal! be in the field. . 

Your committee, therefore, in view of the nature of the 
work to be done, of the purchase of the necessary instruments, 
and of the time likely to be consumed in making the survey, 
have instructed their Chairman to ask of the House, in the bill 
herewith submitted, for an appropriation of $30,000, or 80 
much thereof as may be necessary. 

' All of which is respectfully submitted, 
ASHBEL SMITH, Chairman. 

On motion of Mr, Gay, the rule was suspended, and the bill 
jyast reported, for relief of Fenton M. Gibson, was taken up— 


- ead 2nd time, and ordered to be engrossed—rule suspended 


—read 3rd time, and passed. 

-On motion of Mr. Trigg, rule suspended, anda bill to 
authorize certain counties, cities and towns to aid the construc- 
tion of Railroads, by subscription to their stock, and-to provide 
for the payment of the same, was taken up, read 3rd time, and 
Mr. Dickson of R. R., offered the following amendment: - 

After enumerating the counties, insert “Red River county” 
-—Adopted—and the bill passed by a two-third vote. 
. On motion of Mr. Rushing, the rule was suspended, and the 
bill for the relief of Elijah Earl, was taken up; and the 
yote refusing to engross the bill was reconsidered, and-bill 
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then ordered to be engrossed—rule suspended, ‘read 3ril time, 
and passed. - 

Mr. Throckmorton, Chairman of a Select Committee, 
reported : 

Recommending the passage of a bill for the relief of H, H. 
Davis. 

On motion of Mr. Reeves, the rule was suspended, and bill 
and report taken up ; report adopted,.and bill ordered to be 
engrossed—rule further suspended—read third time, and pas- 
sed. 

Mr. Darden of G., Chairman of a Select Committee, re- 
ported : 

Recommending the passage of a bill to establish an institu- 
tion for the education of the deaf and dumb. 

Report received. 

, On motion of Mr. Sayles, rule suspended—vreport. and bill 
| taken up, and bill ordered to be engrossed—rule further sus- 
| pended, bill read 3rd time, and passed. 
Mr. Brown, one of Committee on Enrolled bills, ‘reported 
| correctly enrolled, properly signed, and presented for the ap- 
| proval of the Governor, the following bills : 
|? A pill to amend the 3rd section of an Act for the investment 
| of the Special School Fund in the bonds of Railroad Compa~ 
| nies incorporated by the State. 
| A bill to provide for the translation and transfer of a portion 
| of the archives of Bexar County. 
| A bill for the relief of Wm! M, Hunt, late Custom-House 
| Gollector for the District of San Augustine. 

| _ A bill to legalize surveys made in Hunt county, by John 
i Grainger, between the 1st day of August, 1851 and 1852, © 
} <A bill for the relief of Robert Davidson, deceased. l 
And a bill for the relief of John Parsons, deceased. 

Report accepted. 

| Mr, Brown presented the petition of the citizens of Galves- 
| ton; referred to Committee on Judiciary. 


On motion of Mr. Junker, the rule was suspended, and a 
| bill to incorporate the town ‘of Augusta was taken up, with 
| report from the Committee on State Affairs, recommending 
# améndments ; report.and amendments adopted, and bill ordered 
to be engrossed—rule further stispended, and bill passed by a 
two-third vote, 
On motion of Mr. West, the rule was suspended, and a hill 
| to make an appropriation for beautifying the Capitol Square, 
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“night—Lost, 


hay be necessary, is hereby appropriated for boring an Arte- 


shrubbery—Adopted. 


. @én'of G., Darden of C., Davis, Dougherty, Gaines,. Hale, 
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taken up, with report from, Committee on Public Buildings, 
‘recommendins-a substitute for the bill—substitute. „adopted, 

Mr. Sayles “proposed to amend as follows; . “ 

Sec. —. That the sum of $2,500 or so much thereof. BR 
may be necessary, is hereby appropriated. out of any money in 
‘the Treasury, for the purpose of boring an artesian well within 
.the Ospitol grounds, to be expended under the direction of the 

overnor and Comptroller, under the provisions of the. second 
section of this bill. 

Adopted. f 

Mr. Rushing proposed to amend as follows : 

Provided the Well shall be bored, ‘affording plenty of water 
‘before any other improvement is commenced, 

Adopted. 

Mr. McClanahan moved to lay the pill and amendment on 
the table—Lost. 

3 My, Darden of G., proposed to strike out $15,000, and inser 
5,000. 
Mr. Owings moved to postpone the bill till 8 0 ‘clock, to- 


Mr. Witt proposed to postpone the bill until Monday. next 
—Lost: 

Mr. Smith of Harris, proposed to substitute the amendment 
“by the following: 

Srcrion 1. That the sum of $10,000, or so much ther Sof ag 


sian well, and otherwise improving and ornamenting the Capi- 
tol grounds, and that the well shal! be completed. ‘and in SUC 
cessful operation previously to the setting out of the trees and 


Mr. Francis offered the following amendment, to come i in at 
the end of Section 5th ; 

And that all the aforesaid improvements, shall be carried on 
under the superintendence of Col. E. Kirk, 

‘Laid on the table, and bill ordered to be engrossed by the 
following vote: 

‘¥eAs.— Messrs. Speaker, Arnold, Bell, Busby, Crosby,: ‘Dar. 


“K:ttrell,, Latham, MéCown, Merrick, Owings, Poag, Randolph, 
Richardson: Sayles, Shaw, Shepard, ' Smith of Harris, Smith of 
Harrison; Smith of Newtón, Stedman, Sullivan, Throckmorton, 
Thompson, Tompkins, Trigg, Truehart, West, White, Williams 
¥L.,.Willigms‘of S. A: and Worshain—39. 
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Nays.—Messrs. Adrian, Ardrey, Bonner, Brown, Burress,. 
| Chariton, Cleveland of L., Cook, Dickson of R. R., Elfison, 
| Francis, Green, Hooker, Junker, Lawhon, Martin of H., Mar- 
| tin of L., McClanahan, McMillin, Melton, Middleton, Parker, 
| of A., Parsons, Pollock, Rushing, Stout, Taylor and Witt—2s8. 
Rule further suspended, bill read 3d time and passed. 


Mr. Randolph introduced a bill to amend the 2nd and 4th 
| Sections of an act to authorize the location, settlement and sale 
| of the Mississippi Railroad reserve; read Ist and 2nd times. 
| Mr. Richardson moved to postpone the bill indefinitely— 
f Lost. n 

| On motion of Mr. Davis, referred to a'selecit committee of 
Bfive. l 


a ža 


| “Mr. Ochiltree, Chairman of committee on Judiciary, repor- 
ted, recommending the passage of a bill to incorporate the 
| Eastern ‘Texas, and Red River Insurance Company. 


| Recommended the passage of a bill to require the Commis- 

sioner of the General Land Office, to issue patents upon cer- 
| tain surveys made upon the Islands of Mustang, Matagorda, 
and St. Joseph, with the following amendment: 
“ After St. Joseph, insert Hog Lsland.” ` 


Recommended the passage of a bill relating to Judges of the , 
Supreme Court of Texas, with the following amendment: 


Strike out all after the enacting clause, and insert, “That 
| bereafter, every one appointed a special Judge of the Supreme 
‘Court of the State of Texas, shall be entitled to have and re- 
{ceive for such service, the sum of $109 for each and every 
case decided, which said sum shall be paid by the Treasurer 
lof the State, out of the contingent fund of said Supreme Court 
fon the certificate of the Clerk, under the seal of said Court. 


_ Mr. Stedman, one of said committee, reported, recommend- 
ing the indefinite postponment of a bill to amend the act of 
February 5th, 1841, entitled an act of limitation. j . 


Mr. Ochiltree, Ohairman of Judicial committee, also repor- 
ited as follows : 


| The Judicial committée have. had the bill, entitled an act 
for the relief of the creditors and Colonists of the German Em-, 
igration Company, and to indemnity-creditors for lands given 
y the State to the Colonists, under their consideration. The, 
committee are much divided in opinion upon the consideration 
of this important subject. 
; 29 
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The undersigned are of opinion that it would be inexpedien¢ 
to pass the same, and recommend ils indefinite postponement. 
M. B. OCHILTREE, 
WM. STEDMAN, 
JOHN SAYLES, 
JAS. E. SHEPARD, 
J. M. ARDREY, 
J. J. DICKSON, 
J. H. PARSONS, 
C. L. CLEVELAND. 
Report recieved. 
Mr. Weelder moved a suspension of the rule to take up a bill 
to incorporate the San Antonio Gas Company— Lest. 

* Mr. Throckmorton moved to reconsider the vote refusing to 
pass a bill for the relief cf Harvey Whiting. deceased, carried, 
and on motion, postponed until Friday next. 

On motion of Mr. Dalrymple, the rule was suspended and 4 
pill to create the 19th Judicial District, taken up. 
Mr. West offered a substitute for the bill—Adopted. 
Mr. Waelder proposed to amend the substitute as follows: 
Amend sò as to return transcripts and papers of suits pending 
in the 19th Judicial District, by the 1st of March, 1857, unless 
sooner disposed of in the Courts in which they are instituted— 
Adopted, and bill passed to a 3d reading—rule suspended— 
read 3d time and passed. 
Mr. Brown, one of committee on enrolled bills, made the 
following report: 
COMMITTEE ROOM, 
Austin, August 19th, 1856. ! 
To the Honorable H. P. Bee, . 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
The J6int committee, on Enrolled Bills, have examined the 
following bills and find them correctly enrolled. 
A bill for the relief of Absolem J. Lott. 
A bill to amend the first and fifth Sections of an act creating 
the county of Young; approved 2d February, 1856. 
A bill to.authorize Albert G. Hunt to construct a road ang 
bridge across the Yegua, at or near Blake’s crossing. 
A bill for the relief of John Sparks. 
A bill for the relief-of Francisco Antonio de-los Rios, ‘and 
other persons therein named. gt Nee 
A bill to pay James H. Rogers tor services, as special Judge 
of the Supreme Court. > = 


4. A bill for the relief of Wm. frels. 


Pro ny 
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A bill making an appropriation to pay a Judgement render- 
| edin the District Court ot Galveston county, against James H.. 
Cocke, deceased, late Collector of Customs for the late Repub- 


lic of ‘Texas, in favor of Samuel Jones, surviving partner of the 
frm of E. P. Colkin & Co. 


| A. Irving Lewis late Leiutenant in the Navy of Texas. 

A bill authorizing the use of the Spanish language betore 
Justices Courts in certain cases, and in counties West of the 
Guadaloupe river. 


A bill to incorporate the Trustees of Woodville College, and: 
to establish said College. - l 

| A bill to amend an act to create the county of Comanche. 

| A bill for the relief of James Reson, John S. Hill, Henry- 
Applewhite and George Peennan. oe 

| A bill relinquishing in favor of certain persons, the right of 
the State to certain lands. 

All of which having been signed by the Speaker of the 

House and President of the Senate, have been this day presen-- 
ted to the Governor for his approval. 

| JOHN HENRY BROWN. 


l One of Committee. 
| Report accepted. 


| Mr. Dennis, Chairman of, Committee on Engrossed Bills, re- 
ported correctly engrossed, a bill granting to Jeremiah H. Hol- 
ord, the privilege of constructing a bridge across the Bast Fork 
Mf the Trinity River. 

| Report accepted. l 

On motion of Mr. Crosby, the rule was suspended and a 
oint Resolution concerning a Collection District in Texas and 
ew Mexico, with a report from the Judiciary Committee, re- 
pmmending a substitute, taken up, substitute adopted, and 
, bie, to be engrossed—rule suspended—read third time, and 
aged. 

Mr, Shaw, chairman of committee No. 1. on private iand 
aims, reported, recommending the passage of a bill for the 
lief of Milly Berry; recommended the passage of a bill for 
erelief of Allen Hines, and the passage of a Dill for the 
lief of Edwin Harry—reports receiyed. 

Mr. Williams of S. A., one ef the same committee, report- 
t, recommending a substitute for the following Senate bills : 
‘A bill for the relief of the heirs of Wm. F. Stephenson. 

A bill for the relief of Joseph Moore, and for the relief of 
08. Patterson—reports received. 


A bill for the relief of Mrs. Georgiana M. Lewis,widow of 
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The hour having arrived, the special order, viz: a bill to 
adopt and establish a Penal Code for the State of Texas, was 
taken up, with amendments from the Senate; amendments , 
taken-up, read seriatim and adopted. r oo 

On motion of Mr. Worsham, the rule was suspended and q_ 
bill for the relief of Jno, P. Sharp, taken up and ordered to be 
engrossed; rule further suspended, read third time and passed, 

A resolution to discharge all of the committee clerks, and 
authorize the Speaker to employ additional engrossing and 
enrolling clerks—taken up with two amendments; the Ist 
amendment laid on the table; 2nd amendment adepted, and 
resolution as amended, adopted. - 

Mr. Darden of G., presented the petition of Theodore § 
Lee; referred to the committee on Public debt. 

On motion of Mr. Ardrey; the rale was suspended and a bill 
to establish a Code of Criminal Procedure for Texas, taken up 
‘with report from Judiciary committee, recommending amend. 


ments. 
Mr. Davis moved the indefinite postponement of the Code—, 


lost. 
Mr. Sullivan moved to read the bill by caption, the yeas and 
nays were called for and stood 49 yeas to 17 nays. — 
On motion of Mr. Sayles, the amendments of the committer 
were laid on the table, and bill passed to a third reading; rul 
farther suspended, bill read -3d time, by caption, and passel 
by the following vote : 
Yeras.—Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Brown, Busby, 
Cleveland of B., Cook, Crosby, Dalrymple, Darden of C, 
Darden of G., Dennis, Dougherty, Ellison, Francis, Gay 
Hooker, King, Kittrell, Latham, Martin of H., Martin of L, 
McMillin, Merrick, Parker of A., Parker of T., Reeves, Ru 
nels, Sayles, Selman, Shaw, Shepard, Smith of Harris, Smit 
ef Harrison, Smith of- N., Sullivan, Taylor, Throckmorton 
Trigg, Truehart, West, White and Williams of L.—43. 
Navys.— Messrs. Arnold, Burress, Charlton, Cleveland of L 
Davis, Dickson of R. R., Dickson of G., Green, Junker, Lar 
hon, McClanahan, McCown, Melton, Middleton,. Moore, Ochi 
tree, Parsons, Randolph, Richardson, Stedman, Tarlto 
Thompson, Waelder, Williams of S. A., and Witt—24. 

Mr. Kittrell called up a bill to provide -for the support 
Schools. ae < 

Mr. Truehart moved to adjourn. till 74 o'clock P. M.—lo 

The amendment of Mr. Kittrell pending when the bill 1 
last before the House. , ae, 


mo 
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Mr. ‘Throckmorton offered the following substitute to the 
amendment, to comein before the words “ be added :” That all 
the five per cent United States bonds. remaining in the Treas- 
ary on the Ist day, of December, 1857, be added. 

Qn motion of Mr. Cleveland of L., the substitute was laid 
| on the table by the following vote: 
| Yuas.—Messrs. Ardrey, Brown, Busby, Cleveland of B., 
| Cleveland of L., Crosby, Dalrymple, Darden of G., Davis, 
| Dennis, Dickson of R. R., Ellison, Gaines, Hooker, King, 
| Kittrell; Lawhon, McClanahan, McCown, Middleton, Moore, 
$ Parker of A., Poag, Pollock, Rushing, Sayles, Shaw, Shep- 
| ard Smith of Harris, Smith of N., Sullivan, Tarlton, Taylor, 
| Thompson, Trigg, Williams of L., Williams of S. A., and 
| Witt—3s. 
| Navys.—Messrs. Adrian, Arnold, Burress, Cook, Darden of 
| @., Dickson of G., Dougherty, Francis, Gay, Junker, Latham 
| Martin of H., Melton, Merrick, Ochiltree, Parsons, Reeves, 
Selman, Smith of Harrison, Stedman, Throckmorton, Waelder, 
and White—23 


Mr. Brown, one of the joint committee on enrolled bills, re- 


Governor for his approval, the following bills: 

| A bill te incorporate the the Houston Lyceum. 
| Ahto repeal an act donating to actual settlers on vacant 
pHs domain 160 acres of land; and 

$ bill to authorize the location, sale, and settlement of thé 
| Mississippi and Pacific Railroad reserve. ` 
Mr. Crosby moved to adjourn till 74 o’clock P. M.—lost. 
Question being on the adoption of the amendment of Kitt- 
i tell, the yeas and nays were called for. 
s A call of the House was ordered. 


| On motion of Mr. Dickson of G., the House adjourned till 
3% o'clock P. M. to-day. ‘ 


74 O’Croce P. M. 

| Housé met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present. 

Mr. Latham called up (for Mr. Nichols) a bili for the relief 
lof Jno. T. Miller, assignee—bill ordered to be engrossed; rule 
suspended, read-third time, and the question being on the 
final passage of the bill, the yeas and nays were called and 
stood yeas 42, Nays 19—So the bill passed. 

Mr. Witt moved to suspend the rule to take up a bill for the 
relief of Wm. Rawlins—lost. 


ported correctly enrolled, signed, and presented this day to the ` 
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Mr. Lawhon called up a Senate bill fur the relief of Robert 
Sanders—read. _ 

Mr. Lawhon offered a substitute for the bill, including the 
names of Wm. F. Stephenson, Josephus Moore, Bailey Lout, 
heirs of Derby Morris and Thomas Patterson—substitute and 
bills re-referred to committee No. 1 on private land claims. 

Mr. Latham called up a bill to incorperate the Nueces and 
San Patricio Shell road and Bridge company, with substitute 
from Internal Improvement committee; substitute adopted and 
ordered to be engrossed; rule suspended, bill read 3d time 
and passed by a two-third vote. ` 

Mr. Ochiltree (for Mr. Mabry).called up a bill to incorporate 
Ida Lodge No. 14. I. O.O. F.; read and passed to a 3d read 
ing ; rule suspended, read 3d time and passed by a two third vote, 

Mr. Ochiltree called up a bill for the relief of H. B. Balch, 
with report from committee, recommending an amendment. 
which were adopted, and bill ordered to be engrossed; rule 
suspended, read 3rd time and passed. 

Mr. Kittrell called up a joint resolution to amend the 3d 
section of the 10th Art. of the Constitution ; read 3d time and 
House refused to pass the resolution by the following vote: 

Yuas.— Messrs. Speaker,, Adrian, Arnold, Brown, Burress 
Busby, Cleveland of B., Cook, Dennis, Dickson of G., Dough 
erty, Ellison, Green, Hale, Hooker, Junker, King, Kittrell, La- 
tham, Lawhon, Martin of H., Martin of L., McMillin, Melton, 
Merrick, Parker of A., Parker of T., Pettus, Reeves, Runnels, 
Selman, Smith of Harris, Smith of Harrison, Stedman, Stout, 
Tarlton, Throckmorton, Thompson, Tompkins, Truehart, 
Waelder, White and Williams of L.—48. 

Nays.—Messrs. Ardrey, Bell, Charlton, Cleveland of L. 
Crosby, Darden of C., Davis, Francis, McClanahan, MeCown; 
Middleton, Owings, Ochiltree, Parsons, Poag, Pollock, Rich 
ardson, Rushing, Sayles, Shaw, Sullivan, Taylor, Williams o 
S. A., and Wersham—24. 

Mr. Owings called up a bill for the relief of J. B. Brownrigg: 
read, and ordered to be engrossed; rule suspended, read 3d 
time and passed. 

Mr. Parker of A., called up a bill, to amend an act to pro- 
vide fer distributing the reports of the Supreme Court witha 
port from the Judiciary committee, recommending a substi- 
tute—substitute adopted. 

Mr. Cleveland of L., proposed to amend by inserting, and 
Assessors and Collectors—adopted. 

Mr. Darden of C., proposed to amend as follows: 
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Insert, and that the laws ‘shall, before distribution, be 
pound in half-binding. i 

On motion o r. Stedman, laid on the table, and bill order- 
- ed to be engrossed ; rule suspended, read 3d time and passed. 

Mr. King called up-a bill to prescribe the manner of enter- 
ing land certificate scrip, and to preyent raising dr floating 
the same ; read 2d time and ordered to be engrossed; rule 
suspended, read 3d time. 

Mr. Williams of Ta., moved to strike out the last section of 
the bill—carried, and bill passed. 

On-motioh of Mr. Adrian, the House adjourned till 8 o’elock 
A. M. to-morrow. ` 


House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
Austin, August 20th, 1856. | 
House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quoram 
present. Journal of yesterday, read and adopted. 
A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of a bill, originating in the House, en- 
titled “a bill for the relief of James Wall.” | 7 
The Speaker announced Messrs. Randelph, Davis, Parker 
of T., Dennis and Willianis of L., a select committee on a bill 
toamend the 2d and 4th sections of an act to authorize the 
location, settlement and sale of the Mississippi and Pacific 
Railroad reservation. T 
Mr. McClanahan moved a reconsideration of the vote refus- 
ing to pass a joint resolution to amend the 3d section of the 
10th Art. of the Constitution. a. 
On motioa of Mr. Adrian, the main question was ordered 
the yeas and nays were called and stood thus: 
, _ Yeas—Messrs. Adrian, Arnold, Brown, Busby Cook, Dancy, 
Darden of G., Dennis, Dickson of G., Dougherty, Ellison, cay, 
Green, Hale, Hooker, Junker, King, Kittrell, Martin of H., 
McClanahan, McMillin, Melton, Middleton, Parker of A., 
Parker of T., Pettus, Reeves, Richardson, Runnels, Selman, 
Smith of Harrison, Stedman, Tarlton, Throckmortn, Tomp- 
kins, Thompson, Trigg, Truehart, Waelder, White Williams, 
of L., and itt—44., ? 


Nays.—Messrs. Speaker, Ardrey, Bell, Charlton, Cleveland 
of B., Crosby, Dalrymple, Darden of C., Davis, Ector, Fran- 
cis, Gaines, Latham, Moore, Norton, Ochiltree, Owings, Par- 
sons, Poag, Pollock, Randolph, Rushing, Sayles, Shaw, Shep- 
ie Smith of N., Stout, Taylor, West, and Williams of S. 
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So the vote was reconsidered. 

Mr. Dancy appealed from the decision of the Chair, 
announcing that a majority vote could recongider, stating his 

oint of order, viz: that if. it required a two-third vote to pass 
a bill, it would require a two-third vote to reconsider the same: 
the.yeas and nays were called, upon the appeal, and stood: 
yeas 61 nays 6—so the decision of the Speaker was sustained, 

The main question was ordered, which being on the. final 
passage of the resolution, the same was put, and the vote stood 
as follows: © >` 

Yras.—Messrs. Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, Bonner, Brown, 
Burress, Busby, Cleveland of B., Cook, Dancy, Darden of G., 
Dennis, Dickson of G.,-Dougherty, Ellison, Gay, Green, Hale, 
Hooker, Junker, King, Kittrell, Martin of H., Martin of L, 
McClanahan, McMillin, Melton, Merrick, Middleton, Parker 
of A., Parker of T., Pettus, Reeves, Richardson, Runnels, 
Selman, Smith of Harris, Stedman, Tarlton, Throckmorton, 
Thompson, Trigg, Truehart, Waelder, White, Williams of L, 
and Worsham—48. l 
-~ NAxs.—Messrs. Speaker, Bell, Charlton, Crosby, Dalrymple, 
Darden of 0., Ector, Francis, Gaines, Latham, McCown, 
Moore, Norton, Ochiltree, Owings, Parsons, Poag, Pollock, 
Randolph, Rushing, Sayles, Shepard, Smith of N., Stout, Sul- 
livan, Taylor, West and Williams of S. A.—28. 

On motion of Mr. Waelder, the rule was suspended, and 4 
bill to incorporate the San Antonio Gas Company, taken up 
and ordered to be engrossed, rule further suspended, read 3rd 
time and passed by a two-third vote. 

Mr Brown, one of the committee on Enrolled Bills, report- 
ed correctly enrolled, properly signed and presented tor the 
signature of the Governor, the following bills: 

A bill for the relief of Henry C. Lentz and David Holdman: 

e£ t “© Arthur G. Wavill. 

É “ «o « Wn. Herrington. 

« ££ «o « Paul G. Moffatt. 
. A bill to amend and supplemental to an act amending and 
supplemental to an act to incorporate the Henderson and 
Burkville Railroad Company, passed Jan. 24th, 1856. 

A bill for the relief of Jas. W. Taylor. 

A bill to consolidate into one and amend the several acts in- 
corporating the city of Galveston, and a bill for- the relief o 
Jas. Wall. Report accepted. - . . 

Mr. Ector called up a bill to authorize the County Court of 
Rusk county to grant letters of administration on the estate of 


457 . 
Rolling Hall, dec’d; read and ordered torbe engrossed; rule 
farther suspended, read 3rd time and passed. 

‘Mr..Gaines, chairman of commitee on Roads, Bridges and 
Ferries, reported recommending the passage ot a bill to authe- 
| ize L. S. Owings and his associates or assigns, to make and 
f maintain a toll bridge acress the San Antenio river ; repert 
| accepted. 


The following exeeutive communication was then taken from 
the Speaker’s table and read: 


EXECU@IVE OFFICE, 
l Austin, Texas, 19th August, 1856. 5 

l Gentlemen of the Senate, 

| and House of Representatives: 

| Ireturn herewith to the House of Representatives, in which 
f it originated, “an act authorizing Jno. Mooney to construct a 
| dam across San Marcos river, cut a race from the same, en the 

&. bank of said river and to erect Mills and: Factories thereon.” 
| The 2nd Section of this act provides, “that the said Mooney 
| shall. have the power and the right to connect the opposite bank 
| of the river San Marcos with the mill dam connected with 
; Said mill and factory, and to use the opposite bank of said 
| river for any necessary purpose, within the scope of this char- 
+ tier; provided, that said Mooney shall pay the owner df own- 
| ers of said opposite bank, such damage for the use of the same, 
as a jury of six men selected by the County Court of Gonzales 
county, shall on their oaths assess.” 

An examination of the entire act will show that it is solely 
for the benefit and profit of Mr. Mooney, and the section quo- 
ted,cives him the right|to appropriate the property of an adjoin- 
ing proprietor to his own use and profit without first obtaining 
the consent of the owner. 


| The Legislature may take and appropriate individual pro- 
| perty for the accommodation of the public, without the consent 
of the owner, if they make adequate compensation for it, but 
| there is no principle better established, than that individual 
| property cannot be taken or appropriated for private use with 
| out the consent of the owner. This act attempts to violate 
| that principle and is therefore nnconstitutional. 

| -His not very material to the party whose rights are involved 
| by this act. Whether this objection is sustained or overrule 

| by the Legislature, except that if it is sustained, it will save 
him the trouble and expense of applying to the Courts for an 


| Injunction. Itis better, however, that an act which authorizes. 
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such a glaring invasion of private rights, should not be placad 

upon our Statute Books. I therefore return it to you for your 

reconsideration. l E. M. PEASE. 

.. On motion of Mr. Moore, referred to Judiciary committee. 

~ A message was received from the Senate announcing to the 

House the passage of the following bills originating in the 

Senate: ’ 
A bill for the relief of E. B. Prater. : 
owe “ ‘¢ © the heirs and assigns of John B, 

Webb. 


A bill to amend an act to incorporate Chappel Hill Male and 
Female Institute, approved Feb. 9th, 1852. 

A joint resoiution requesting the Governor to convene the 
Legislature in extra session in the event of the election of the 
anti-slavery candidate for President and Vice-President.. 

A bill to prevent the sale of liquor within the limits of the 
Jeague of landin Fayette County, on which the town of Ruters- 
ville was situated, and of the passage of the following bills ori- 
ginating in the House: 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Susan Sallie, dec’d.; 

E8 t: <4 66 i£ 66 Wm. P. Kin ; dee’d.; 
at a Š ‘i ‘© Jno. Harwood, E. J. Blair, 
and heirs of J. B. Murphreg, dec’d.; 

A Bill for the relief of the heirs of Jno. W. McKnight; 

a iy s “ $ “ Thornton Tatcher, Chas. 
S. Betts and heirs of Sam’l. Brown; l 
À bill for the relief of the heirs of Giles S. Boggess; 


S e ie ae ss « Ruth McFadden; 
i Cy ti 66 (49 (<$ Peter Dowd; 

A bill to amend the 4th Section of an act therein named; 

A bill to change the line between the Counties of Lavaca 
and Gonzales; 

A bill for relief of the heirs of Martin Murchinson, with an 
amendment; 

A bill for the relief of Chas. W. Presler, with an amend- 
ment; and that the Senate had concurred in the - amend- 
ment of the House to the following bills: 

A bill to create the county of La Salle; 


A bill to validate patents and surveys upon the headright 


certificate of John R. Rogers; and refused to concur in the 


amendment of the House to a bill to provide for the safe keep- 
ing of the Librariesof the Supreme Court at the several branches 


-thereof, and had passed a bill relinquishing to the counties the 
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x 


jections of the Governor. k , 
On motion of Mr. Norton, the rule was suspended, and “a 

bill to authorize the Commissioner of the General Land Office 

to issue patents and certificates in Castro’s Colony in certain 


State tax for the years 1856 and 1857, notwithstanding the ob- 


| - cases,” was taken up with an amendment from committee on 


Judiciary; amendment of committee adopted; ordered to be 
engrossed, rule suspended, read third time and passed. 

Mr. Smith ot Harrison offered the following resolution: 

“Resolved, That hereafter the alphabetical rule be and the 
same is hereby adopted, as is now adopted for evening sessions; 
adopted. 

Mr. Davis, by leave, presented “a bill to incorporate James- 
town Academy ; read first and second times and ordered to be 
engrossed ; rule suspended, read third time and passed. 

T. Davis presented, by leave, a bill to prohibit the sale of 
intoxicating liquors within one mile around Jamestown and 
Starrville, in Smith county. 

Mr. Ochiltree moved to refer the bill to committee on Judi- 
ciary; lost; bill read first and second times and ordered to be 
engrossed, rule suspended, read third time and passed. 

r. Parker of T. called up a bill for the relief of Thos. O. 
Moody, read and ordered to be engrossed, rule suspended, read 
third time and passed. 

Mr. Junker called up a bill fer the relief of James Drake, 
and offered a substitute: by leave, Mr. Junker withdrew the - 
| substitute; the bill was then ordered to be engrossed, rule sus- 

- pended, read third time and passed. 

Mr. Parsons called up “a bill to increase the Common School 
Fund and to provide for the investment of the same in the 
bonds of Railread Companies,” and offered the following 
amendment: amend by inserting, “all the lands and property 
of Railroad companies ;” adopted. 

Mr. Randolph offered a substitute to the bill. 

On motion of Mr. Parsons, the substitute was laid on the 
table. 

On motion of Mr. Throckmorton, the second Section of the 
bill was stricken out. 
no Sullivan offered the following additional Section to the 

Mi: t 

“Section That it is hereby declared to be the opinion of 
this Legislature that the second Section of the 10th article of 
the Constitution of the State, where it says: the Special Free 
School Fund shall never be diverted to any other purpose, than 
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-the support of Free Schools, means no more or less- than. that 
the same may bé used by Railroad companies to build roads 
:for their own benefit, and that by so doing, the people of Texas 
will. be best educated. 

“On motion of Mr. Throckmorton, the Section proposed by 
‘Mr. Sullivan was laid on the table. 

Mr. Poag offered the following amendment: 

Strike out of the first Section, “the common School Fund,” 
and insert instead thereof, “Railroad Fund.” 

‘On motion of Mr. Throckmorton, laid on table by a vote of 
39 yeas to 21 nays. 

Mr. Parsons offered the following amendment : 

Insert, instead of the word “all” in the first section, the 
words “nine-tenths.” 

— On motion of -Mr. Cleveland of L., the bill was indefinitely 
postponed by the following vote: 

Yras.—Messrs. Speaker, Brown, Charlton, Cleveland of L, 
Cook, Crosby, Dalrymple, Darden of G., Dennis, Dickson of 
-R R., Ellison. Gaines, Green, Hale, Hooker, Junker, Martin of 
H., McClanahan, McCown, Melton, Middleton, Moore, Norton, 
Owings, Parker of A., Pettus, Randolph, Sayles, Selman, Poag, 
Shaw, Smith of N., Stout, Thompson, Williams of L., Williams 
of S.A. and Witt—38. 

Nays.—Messrs. Adrian, Arnold, Bonner, Burress, Busby, 
Cleveland of B., Dancy, Darden of O., Dickson of G., Dough- 
erty, Francis, King, Kittrell, McMillin, Merrick, Parsons, 
Reeves, Rushing, Smith of Harris, Smith of Harrison, Sullivan, 
Tarlton, Taylor, Throckmorton, Tompkins, Truehart, Waelder 
and White—29. 

-A message was received frem the Senate informing the 
Honse of the passage of-the following bills originating in the 
Senate: a 

A bill defining the fifteenth Judicial District and the time of 
holding courts in the same. 

A bill for the relief of S. W. Pepkin; and 

“A bill to be entitled an act amendatory and Supplemental 
toan act to encourage the imprcvement of the navigation of the 
rivers and other navigable waters ef Texas, by making appre- 
priations for the same. 


Mr. Dennis, Chairman of the Committee on Engrossed Bille, 


-made the following report : 


: The committee have examined “a bill for the relief ef H.-A. 
Davis,” and find the same correctly engrossed. 
Mr.. Hooker called up-a Senate bill to require the issuance of 
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patents upon certain surveys in Peters’ Colony, passed to third 
reading, rule suspended, read third time and passed. 

Mr. Pettus called up a bill for the relief of, certain persons 
therein named. . i 

Mr. Pettus proposed to amend by striking out $57,25, and in- 
serting $47,25 in Thos. Ragsdale’s account; adopted. 

Mr. Stedman moved to insert after the word “pay the same to 
the person entitled to receive the same;” adopted, and bill 
passed to third reading, rule suspended, read third time. and 

assed. - i a 
P Mr. Poag called up a bill to repeal awact regulating Mustang: 
chases ; read and ordered to be engrossed, rule suspended, read 
third time and passed. l 

Mr. Green called upa bill to incorporate “Lone Star Mili- 
tary Company.” 

Mr. Brown offered a substitute for the bill; adopted. 

Mr. Stedman proposed to amend by striking out all that part ' 
which related to Jury service; adopted. : 
Mr- Tl:rockmorton moved to postpone the bill indefinitely ; 
lost. 

Mr. McCown offered a substitute for the bill, which was, 

On motion of Mr. Brown, laid on the table. 

Mr. Dancy moved to adjourn till eight o'clock, A. M. to- 
morrow; lost. . 

Mr. Merrick moved to re-refer the bill to committee on Mili- ; 
tary affairs. ' | 

On motion of Mr. Cleveland of L., laid on the table. 

Mr. Throckmorton moved to re refer the bill and substitute 
to a special committee of five; lost. 

Main question ordered, which being on the Engrossment of 
the bill, the, sanie was put, and the bill was ordered tobe En- ~- 
grossed by a vote of 89 yeas to 22 nays. 
Mr. West moved to adjourn till eight o’clock, A. M. to-morrow, 

ost. 

A message was tecetved from the Senate informing the House 
of the passage of the following bills originating in the Honse: 

A bill for the relief of Solomon Wileman ; 

sc s “ . the heirs of Fdward H. Stunsbury; ° 
ne É «  & Patsey Kitchens, Elizabeth Smith and,. 
Francis L. Blunton; ~~" ~*~ C 
A bill for the relief of Thomas Beaty ; 2 
tc “6 e “ Schuyler B. Skidmore; - 
o «o a u Joseph Morrison ; .:-. , 
o E L E O Swen Bergstrom ; 
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A bill ter the-relief of Eli Mitchell ; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Lucy Jordan, dee’d.; 

A bill for the relief of Antonio Fuertes, dee’d.; 

A bill to incorporate the Waverly Institute ; 

A bill for the relief of R. F. Millard’s heirs, and the widow 
and heirs of Samuel P, Carson. 

And that the Senate had concurred in the amendments of 
the House to a Senate’s bill for the relief of certain persons 
therein named ; and 
_ A bill attaching a portion of Falls county, including Elm 
Creek, to Bell county, with an amendment. 

Mr. Dennis, Chairman of the committee on Ingrossed, Bills, 
made the following report: ` 

The committee on Engrossed Bills, have -examined “A bill 
for the relief of certain pre-emption settlers within the Houston 
land District ; 

A bill to improve the Capitol Grounds; 

A billfor the relief of Elijah Earl ; : 

A bill to incorporate the “European and American Coloniza- 
tion Society in Texas.” , 
oo authorizing the disposition and sale of the University 

nds ; 

A biil for the relief of J. B. Brownrigg ; and, 

A bill for the collection and republication of the General 
Laws of Texas ; all of which are correctly Engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, the House adjourned till half-past 
seven o’clock, P. M. 


Har-rast SEVEN O’oLock, P. M- 
House met pursuant to adjournment, and there being no 
quorum present, the Honse adjourned till 8 o’clock, A. M. to- 
morrow. ~ 


House or REPRESENTATIVES, f 
Austin, August 21st, 1856. 

House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present. 

Journal of yesterday read and adopted. 

A message was received from the Senate announcing to the 
House the ‘passage of the following bills, originating in the 
Senate: o. 

A bill for the relief of George Grounds. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Sawl Washburn. 

A bill for the relief of certain persons therein named. 
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| bill defining the time of holding the Courts in the 12th 
| Judicial District. 

A bill to incorporate the Texas Insurance and Saving Fund 
| Association. : 
| A bill to authorize the Commissioner of the General Land 
| Office to issue a patent to Leven J. Martin. 
| A bill to authorize Jas. H. Dyer and Simpson C. Dyer to 
Í construct a Mill on, and a Dam ocross the Brazos River. 

Í And a bill for the creation of a Lunatic Asylum. 
7.‘ And ot the-following bills originating in the House : 
| A bill for the relief of Geo. W. Grover. 

A bill for the relief of Mrs. Mary Hamilton. , l 
| A bill for the relief of H. J. Dewitt, Josiah W. Dewitt, and 
E heirs of Thos. P. Fowle. 
| A bill for the relief of Seth Hazel. 

A bill for the relief of John A. Robb. 

A bill for the relief of Robt. McWilliams. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of J. J. Bellows. 

| A bill for the relief of Willis Collins and others, with an 

amendment, 

| The Speaker called Mr. Dancy to order, stating that it was 

out of order for any member of the House to set within the 

fbar of the House, during the session thereof, without his coat. 
| Mr. Dancy appealed from the decision of the Chair, where- 

upon the yeas and nays were called, and the House sustained 

Ethe decision of the Chair, by the following vote : 

$ Yras—Messrs. Adrian, Arnold, Busby, Charlton, Cleveland 

sof B., Cleveland of L., Darden of C., Davis, Dennis, Dickson 
pf G., Dickson of R. R.. Dougherty, Ector, Ellison, Gaines, 

Breen, Hale, Hooker, Junker, Kittrell, Latham, Martin of L., 
McClanahan, McCown, McMillin, Melton, Middleton, Moore, 
orton, Ochiltree, Owings, Parker of A., Parker of T., Pettus, 

voag, Pollock, Reeves, Richardson, Rushing, Sayles, Selman, 

Shaw, Shepard, Smith of Harris, Smith of Harrison, Stedman, 

Sullivan, Tarlton, Taylor, Thompson, Truehart, West, Wael- 

mer, Williams of L., Witt, and Worsham—56. 

= Nayvs—Messrs. Burress, Dalrymple, Dancy, Lawhon, Par- 
| n Runnels, Stout, Throckmoton, and -Walliams of S. A. 


| Mr. Sayles:moved that the Sergeant-at-Arms be ordered to: 
make Mr. Dancy into custody. east so o 

| Mr. Tarlton moved to take a recess of ten minutes—Lost. 

E Mr. Ector moved a reconsideration of the vote sustaining 


~ 
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the decision of- the Chair, and that the: motion be postponed 
till to-morrow morning, 9 clock, 
On motion of Mr. Davis, the maïn question was ordered, 
which was to reconsider the vote—the same was put, and the 
House refused to reconsider by the following vote : 


Yras—Messrs. Burress, Darden of G., Dickson of R. R. 
Ector, Green, Hooker, Latham, ‘Lawhon, Martin of H. 
Parker of À., Parker of T Parsons, Poag, Pollock, Richard- 
80D, Runnels, Smith of N.. Stout, Taylor, Throckmorton, 
Trigg, and Williams of S. A.—23. | 

Bays—Messrs, Adrian, Arnold, dhadi. Cleveland of L., 
Cook, Crosby, Dalrymple, Darden of C; Davis, Dennis, Dick- 
soh of G. , Dougherty, Ellison, Francis, Gaines, Hale, J unker, 
Kiag, Kittrell, Martin of L., McClanahan, McMillin, Middle- 
ton, Moore, N orton, Ochiltree, Owings, Reeves, Bushing 
Sayles, Selman, Shaw, Shepard, Smith of Harris, Smith of 
Harrison, Stedman, Sullivan, ‘Thompson, ‘Tompkins, True- 
hart, Waelder, West, “White, "Williams of L.,. Witt, and Wor- 
sham—46: 


Mr. Norton moved the previous question on Mr. Sayles, 
motion to order the Sergeant-at-Arms to take Mr. Dancy in 
custody. 


: Mr. Smith of Harrison, moved to adjourn for ten minutes— 
ost, 

On motion of Mr. Darden of G., the question of order was 
postponed till 9 o'clock to-morrow, A. M., by the following 
vote; 

 Yzas—Messrs. Arnold, Bonner, Busby, Charlton, Cleveland 
of L., Cook, Darden of G., Dickson of G. ’ Dougherty, Ellison, 
Francis, Green, Hale, Hooker, Junker, Kittrell, Latham, Law. 
hon, Martin of H., Martin of L McClanahan, "McMillin, Mel- 
ton, Merrick, Middleton, Moore, Owings, Parker of À., Parke 
of T., Parsons, Pettus, Poag, Pollock, Richardson, Runnels, 
Rushing, Selman, Shepard, Smith of Harris, Smith of. Harri- 
son, Smith of N., Sullivan, Tarlton, Taylor, Throckmorton, 
Trigg, White, and Williams, of 8. A—49. 

Nays—Messrs. Adrian, Burress, Crosby, Dalrymple, Darden 
of C., Davis, Dennis, McCown, Norton, Ochiltree, Reeves, 
Say 38, Shaw, Stedman, Thompson, Tompkins ‘Truehart 
West, Williams of E; and Witt—20. à 


~ Mr. Darden of G., orei to adjourn until 8 o ‘clock to-mor- 
row A. M.—LLost. — 
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Qn motion of Mr. Taylor, Mr. Moore was excused from 
| attendance on the House, for the remainder of the session, on 
| account of indisposition. - 

| Mr. Brown, one of the Committee. on Enrolled bills, made 
| the following pT 


COMMITTEE Room, 
AUSTIN, Aug, 21st, 1856. ? 


| To the Honorable H. P. Bee, 
: Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
| The Joint Committee on Enrolled bills have examined the 
following bills, and find them correctly enrolled : 
| An Act to create the county of “La Salle. ” 
An act to create the county of “Brown,” 
An act to create the county of “Palo Pinto.” 
An act to create the county of “Jack.” 
An act to create the county of “McCulloch.” 
| An act for the relief of the heirs and legal representatives 
of Dawson B. Charlton. 
| An act to incorporate the Brazoria High School. 
An act to incorporate the Frost Institute. 
An act to incorporate Ida Lodge No, 14, I O. O. F. 
f An act to validate a survey and patent upon the headright 

certificate of John R. Rogers. 
| An act for the relief of certain persons therein named. 
$ An act for the relief of Ruth McFaddin. 
E An act for the relief of Peter Dowd. 
| An act for the relief of John W. McKnight. 
| An act for the relief of John Harwood, E. J. Blair, and the 
moecirs of John B. Murphree, deceased. 
An act to incorporate the town-of Montgomery, 
| An act authorizing the issuance of patents upon certain sur- 
yeys in Peters’ Colony. 
E An act for the relief of George W. Grover, and other per- 
mons therein named. 
E An act for the reliefof Charles S. Betts, Thornton Thatcher, 
mud the heirs of Sam’l T. Brown, deceased. 
| An act changing the boundary line between the counties of 
ronzales and Lavaca. 
All of which, having been signed by the Speaker of the 
House, and President of the Senate, have been this day pre- 
ented to the Governor for his approval. 

. JNO. HENRY BROWN, 


One of the Committee. 
30 
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Report accepted: | 

On motion of Mr. Randolph, the rule was suspended; and a. 
bill for the relief of Adam Gamgil taken up, and ordered te 
bė engrossed—rule further suspended—bill read 3rd time, and 
passed by a two-third vote. 

On motion of Mr. Gaines, the rule was suspended, and a 
bill to allow Brazoria county to levy a special tax, taken up, 
and passed to a 3rd reading—rule further suspended, read 3rd 
time, and passed. -- 

Mr. Witt moved to suspend the rule, and take up Senate 
bilis on their Ist reading in the House—Lost. 

A message was received from the Senate announcing to the 
House, that the Senate had-concurred in the amendments of 
the House toa bill te quiet land titles, And had adopted: the 
following resolution : 

Resolved, By the Senate, (the House concurring) that the 
two Houses will go mto the election of a State Engineer and 
Supermtendent on to-morrow, 10 o’clock, A. M. - 

Mr. Pollock called up a bill supplemental to, and amenda- 
tory of an Act to encourage the navigation of the Rivers and 
other navigable waters of the State, by making appropriations 
for the same, ; 

Mr. Norton moved a call of the Housce—Lost. 

Mr, Owings moved to print 100 copies of the bill ; which, 
on motion of Mr, Pollock; was laid on the table. 

Mr. Norton proposed to amend by inserting “Rio Grande” 
in proviso in 4th section. 

Laid on the table. 

Mr. Norton moved a call of the House—Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Burress, the main question was ordered ; 
which being the passage of the bill to a 3rd reading, the same 
was put, and bill passed to a 3rd reading by a vote of 62 yeas 
to l1 nays. 

Mr. Owings moved to postpone the bill till to-morrow morn- 
ing—Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Cleveland of L., the main question was 
ordered ; which being the final passage of the bil, the-same 
was put, and the bill passed by the following two-third vote: 

Yuas—-Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey,. Bell;. Brown, Bur- 
ress, Busby, Charlton, Cleveland of L., Cook, Crosby, Dakrym- 
ple, Darden of C., Davis, Dennis, Dickson of G., Dickson of R. 
R., Dougherty, Weter, Hlison, Francis, Gaines, Hale, Junker, 
King, Kittrell, bawhon, Mabry, Martin of H., Martin of b, 
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McClanahan, McCown, McMillin, Melton, Merrick, Middleton,, 
Moore,.Ochiltree, Parker of A., Parker of T., Pettus, Poag, 
| Pollock; Randolph, Reeves, Richardson, Runnels, Rushing, 
| Sayles, Selman, Shaw, Shepard, Smith of Harris, Smith of: 
Harrison, Smith of N., Stedman, Stout, Sullivan, Tarlton, 
Taylor, Throckmorton, Tompkins, West, Williams of L., 
| Wiliams of 8. A., Witt, and Worsham—67. 
| Nays—Messrs. Arnold, Bonner, Cleveland of B., Darden of 
| G., Green, Norton, Owings, Thompson, Truehart, Waelder, 
| and. White—11. 
| Myr. Norton called up a bill to muster into service, minute 
i men, for the protection of the frontier settlements of the 
| counties of Bandera, Uvalde, Atascosa, Live Oak, Webb and 
| Starr. o a 
i Mr, Dougherty proposed to amend by inserting the counties 
| of Denton and Cook—adopted. 
| Mr. Crosby proposed to amend by inserting the counties of 
El Paso and Presidio—adopted. oO 
| Mr. Waelder proposed to amend by inserting the counties 
of Gillespie, Kerr, Comal, La Salle, Llano, and San Saba— 
| Adopted. l l 
Mr. Witt proposed to amend by inserting the county of 
| Parker—A dopted. 
| Qn motion of Mr. Norton, the main .question was ordered, 
which being the engrossment of the bill the same was put and. 
the House refused to engross the bill by a vote of 24 yeas and 
43 nays. | . “ 
i Mr. Parker of T., chairman of the committee on. State 
Affairs, made the following report on a Senate bill granting 
real estate to the city of Austin. E 
i E CommatTEE Roc, 
August 21st, 1856. 
| To the Hon. H. P. Bee, 
| Speaker of the House of Lepresent.utives ¢ . 
The Committee on State Affaire to whom was referred a 
Senate’s Bill, granting certain real estate to the city of Austin, 
have had the same. under consideration and have instructed me. 
o report as follows: 
That in 1839, when the city of Austin was laid off, that a lot 
8-markad on.the plat of said cit), fora Market House, as 


v patent was however issued by Texas relinquishi g the title. 
ithe State.to the property, and the tee still- remains ‘in the 
Republic. This bill proposes to relinquish the title of the State 
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to t'e cemetery grounds to the city, and proposes to substitute 
for the town lot heretofore granted as a market place, ‘the lot 
described in the bill, and better known as the site of: tha old 
Capitol. o; o 

The reasons for the substitution are that the site dedicated tog 
market originally is situated in a portion of the city; distant 
from its business portion, and in a sandy prairie, so that meat 
or vegetables exposed there for sale, would be worthless—the 
bill proposes to relinquish the title to the old capitol, on the 
condition that a neat and substantial Market house and city 
Hall be erected there in three years from the passage of the 
bill, if this is not done the fee will stil! remain in the govern- 
ment, The passage of the ill is recommended. 


Respectfully submitted, 
ISAAC PARKER, 


Chairman. 


` 


«Keport received. 
Mr. Shaw, chairman of committee No. 1 on private land 


claims, made the following reports: 
- Reported, recommended the passage of a Senate bill for ths 
relief of James Lasley and Martin F. Alexander. 

Also recommended the passage of a bill for the relief of 
Jonas Gilbert and others; and recommended the passage of 
a Senate bill for the relief of Edwin Wingate. 

Also reported recommending the passage of a Senate bill 
for the relief of the heirs and legal representatives of Derby 
Morris deceased, with the following amendments : Ist section 

@ Oth line, strike out ‘ Derby” and insert Debby. 
' In caption, strike out “ Derby” before Morris, and insert 
Debby—reports received. | 

Mr. Dennis, chairman of the committee on engrossed bills, 
reported correctly engrossed a bill for the relief of Adam 
Gamgil—report accepted. - 

The hour having arrived, the special order viz: a bill to 
provide for the payment of Witnesses, Clerks &c., in State 


cases, taken up. 
- Mr. Dennis offered a substitute for the bill—House refused 


to adopt the substitute. , 

Mr. Pollock offered the following substitute ‘for the pend- 
ing amendment of Mr. Martin of La Vaca: amend by striking 
out all in the bill that relates to the fees of Clerks and 


Sheriffs, , 
Qn motion of Mr. Moore, the substitute was laid on th? 


table. 
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Mr. Norton offered an amendmen< to an atiiendment fo in- 
gert “ Justice of the Peace” after the word “Clerk.” 
On motion of Mr. Stedman, laid on the table, and the 
House refused to adopt the amendment pending.  — — 
Mr. Dennis moved to amend the caption by striking out 
 witnesses—lost. - wo ; 
= Mr. Dennis offered the following amendme.t: in the 3rd 
section, Ist line, after the word “ prosecutions,” usert “ other 
than for felonies’ —Adopted. o 
= Mr. Dennis moved to strike out the 4th section of the bill 
; —carried, 
| Mr. Dickson of R. R., moved to postpone the bill and 
- amendments—lost. 
| Mr. Norton offered the following amendment: strike out: 
| the “County Treasurer” wherever it occurs in the bill, and: 
| Insert “ State Treasurer.” 
x Mr. Stedman moved to lay the amendment on the table—~ 
| Jost. 
| On motion of Mr. Norton, the previous question was order- 
| ed, which being on adoption of amendment ; the same was put 
and amendment adopted by a vote of 54 yeas to 21 nays. 
| The question recurring on the final passage of the bill, the 
same was put and passed by the following vote: 
|  YxEas—Messrs. Adrian, Bonner, Burress, Charlton, Cook, 
| Crosby, Dalrymple, Darden of C., Darden of G., Dennis, 
| Dougherty, Ector, Ellison, Francis, Hale, Junker, Kittrell, 
| Latham, Mabry, Martin of H., Martin of L., McClanahan, 
McCown, Melton, Middleton, Moore, Norton, Owings, Parker 
| of A., Parker of T., Pettus, Reeves, Rushing, Selman, Shaw, 
Smith of Harrison, Smith of N., Stout, Sullivan, Tarlton, 
| Taylor, Throckmorton, Thompson, Trigg, Truehart, Waelder, 
| West, Witt and Worsham—52. : 
s = Nays.—Messrs. Speaker, Brown, Cleveland of B., Davis, 
| Dickson of R. R., Dickson of G., Green, Hooker, Kittrell, 
| McMiliin, Ochiltree, Poag, Randolph, Runnels, Sayles, Shep- 
ard, Smith of Harris, Stedman, Tompkins, White Williams 
of L., and Williams of S. A.,—22. po 
Mr. Smith of Harris, reported recommending the passage 
of a bill for the relief of Willitm Carleton. 
And reported recommending the passage of a bill for the 
| relief of J. F. Morehead. 


Also reported recommending the passage of a Senate bill 
for the relief of L. M. Hitchcock. 
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-To the Hon. H. P. Bee, 


'appearson investigation by your Committee, not one `n tengki 
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Avid: made:the following report on -a bill.to establish 8 Lu- 


natic Assylim. 
Comsnttze Room, 
August 16, 1858 | : 


Speaker of the House of Representatives: 


Sir :—The Committee-on Education to which was referred 
sö mach of the Governor’s Méssage as relates to the establish. 
ment of a Lunatic Asylum, beg to report as follows: 

Insanity was formerly regarded as a hopeless, incurable i 
malady, and its victims were shunned as objects of ‘loathing iim 
and’terror. ‘The maniac raved through life, and died prema iy 
turely, often by suicide, and almost always in-chains and filth a 

Of persons afflicted by the deprivation of reason, so far asi 


ever recovered and was restored to soundness of mind. Bui 
mnder a treatment and moral management that have been in $S 
troduced within the last sixty years, and which are now gene iE 
rally adopted in civilized communities, insanity has become afi 
curable as other diseases of a grave character. According toiii 
the reports of the various Lunatic Asylums, which your Com 
mittee have been able to obtain, it appears that in recent: cases 
of insanity, from 70 to 80,-or-90 in 100, of these unfortunate per 
sons recover their reason; and are restored to all the duties andi 
enjoyments of social and domestic life. | 
his-greatly increased curability of insanity is a fact univers 
‘sally admitted; and this fact, together with the generally ame 
‘liorated condition of the insane, depends, in tio small degreefi 
uptu the establishment of Asylums for their treatment. W hili 
in all other diseases to which the human frame is liable, thi 
‘sick is most soothed by the kind cares of near and dear friends 
In mental diseases the mere presence of kindred is often, naia 
generally, sufficient to rouse the patient to ungovernable fury 
To the stranger the maniac is often obedient and submissive $ 
in the hands of those to whom he should be bound’ by the tiei 
of blood, or the associations of his whole life, ‘he is absolutely 
unmanageable and uncontrollable, except by physical ‘forcoll 
Of these friends he is suspicious-and jealous, and their kindesl 
‘attentions give rise in his bosom to emotions of diabolica 
hatred; and, in like manner, the maniac rages with the utmos 

fury, amid the scenes most endeared to him by the association! 
of his days of health and sanity. | 
Guided by these well known facts, experienee has abundant 

ly proved that the insane can only be cured by removing the 
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from their-friends, and from familiar scenes. Another-requisite 


in’ their treatment, is a systematic regulated control of their 


actions, and the exclusion of persons and-occurrences likely:to 


jar and disturb their minds, while they-are-being won. baek to 
‘their healthy balance, by judicious medication and -a kind and 


firm treatment. 

_ Without pursuing this branch of the subject farther in detail, 
your committee are of opinion that it must be clear to the 
House that treatment in well conducted Lunatic Asylums is 
indispensable to the insane, if we expect them to be restored 
to soundness of mind. 

Your committee have not deemed it necessary to enlarge on 
the peculiar skill and tact acquired only by experience, which 
the physician must posses who would treat-guccessfully mental 
diseases—nor upon the danger to society. of allowing the in- 
sane to run at large. Why can tell when the moping maniac 
will be roused into a. murderous demon ! 

The number of insane and idiotic, as set forth in the last 
census, is, in Texas, 130. Your committee from inquiry, 
are satisfied that the actual number is more than double that 
stated.in the census. 

Tn-view of the wants of this large number of unfortunate 
persons in this State, your committee deem the establishment 
of a Lunatic Hospital to be :mperatively demanded. 

Asylums for this purpose have been -established in most of 
the States of the Union. Your committee believe that the 
most judicious course for obtaining a good-plan of the build- 
ings and fixtures of a Lunatic Asylum, would be to appoint 
a Commissioner to visit several of these now in operation in 


- other-States, and then to obtain exact plans and specifications 


for buildings and fixtures for a certain number of mmates ; and 
haying selected and adopted one of these plans, to adhere 
rigidly to it in the construction of a Lunatic Asylum for 
Texas. . 
The committee in view of these facts, have instructed their 
Chairman to report the following bill. 
oe ASHBEL SMITH, 
One of the Committee. 
Which on motion of Mr. , Dickson of G., was made the 
special order of the day for 10 o’clock A. M. to-morrow. 
. On motion of Mr. Smith of Harris, rule- suspended, and a 
bill for the creation of a Lunatic Asylum was taken up and 
referred to the committee on Education. 


a - 


Mr. Dennis, chairman of the committee on engrossed bills, 
reported correctly engrossed, @ bill for the relief of F. M. Gib- 
son—report accepted. > 

Mr. Pollock. reported; recommending the passage of a sub- 
stitute for a Senate bill, lost by the committee for the relief 
of James T. Cadenhead. 

Mr. Williams of L., reported recommending the passage of 
a bill for the relief of William Perry Moore, 

- Mr. Sayles called up the following resolution reported from 
the Senate : 

~- Resolved, by the Senate (the House concurring) that the 
two Houses will go into the election of a State Engineer 
and Superintendant, on to-morrow at 10 o’clock A. M.”—the 
House coacurred in the Resolution. -- 

Mr. Ector, chairman of the committee on Federal Relations, 
made the following report : 

COMMITTEE Room, Aug. 18th, 1856. 
To the Hon. H. P. Bee, k 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Federal relations, to whom was referred 
a resolution relative to the execution of Charlés Kusley and 
Vicente Castillo, by Col. B. 8. Roberts, an officerin the United 
States Army, have had the same under consideration, and 
your committee being impressed with the belief that the sub- 
ject contained in said resolution is not a proper object of Leg- 
islative action, have instructed me to report the same, together 
with the accompanying documents back to the House and 
ask to be discharged from any further consideration of the 
subject. : 

Mr. White, chairman of the committee on Public Lands, 
made the following report: 


CommirreEs Room, Aug. 16th, 1856. 


= 


To the Hon. H. P. Bee, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The committee on Public Lands to which were referred a 
bill entitled an act requiring the return of unconditional cer- 
tificates to the General Land Office; a bill concerning the 
School lands of Navarro county ; and a bill for the relief of 
Robertson county ; all Senate bills, have had the same under 
consideration, and have instructed me to report the same back 
to the House and recommend their passage. 

Mr. Randolph called up a bill for the relief of John B. ` 
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| Gaines ;. read and ordered to be engrossed, rule suspended 
| read 3rd time and passed. 
| Mr. Latham moved to adjourn till 7} o'clock P. M.—loat. 
| On motion of Mr. Truehart, the House adjourned till 74 
| oclock P. M. i 
; HALF-PAST SEVEN O’CLOCK, P. NM. 
Honse met pursaant to adjournment, roll called, quorum 
| present. 
| Mr. Brown, one of the comniittee on Enrolled Bills, reported 
| correctly enrolled, properly signed, and presented for the ap- 
| proval of the Governor, the following bills: 
A bill to quiet land titles m Austin and De Witt’s Colony; 
A bill for the relief of the heirs of F. J. Bellows, dee’d.; 
| A bill for the relief of the heirs of Antonio Fuentes, dee’d.; 
| report accepted. 
| On motion of Mr. Cleveland of Bexar, the tcllowing bills 
| originating in the Honse, with amendments from the Senate, 
| were taken up and the amendments of the Senate concurred in. 
| A bill for the relief of the heirs of Martin Murchison. 
A bill attaching a portion of Falls county, including Elm 
| Creek, to Bell county ; 
| A bill for the relief of Willis Collins and other persons 
| therein named ; 
| A bill for the relief of certain persons therein named; 
A bill to incorporate the Linden Academy ; 
A bili for the reliet of O. W. Peterson ; and 
| A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Houston Tap 
} and Brazoria Railway company, in which the House, on motion 
| of Mr. Gaines, receded from its amendment. 


A message was received from the Senate announcing to the 


E House that the Senate had passed the following bills origina- 
R ting in the House: 

| A bill tor the relief of Henry Berry ; 

A bill for the relief of John Shelbourne; and, 

A bill to change the time of the setting of the Supreme 
$ Court; and the tollowing bills originating in the House: 

s A bill granting to Jno. Holford the privilege of constructing 
| abridge, &c.; _ 

| A bill for the relief of Elijah Earl ; 

A bill for the relief of PatrickeO’Donnel ; and, 

| A bill to amend the eighth section of an act to encourage the 
| constrnetion of Railroads in Texas by donation cf land, ap- 
$ proved Jan. 30th, 1864, 


Mr. Thompson, one of the Judiciary committee, made the 
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fóhowing report on a bill for the -reliefsof-tlre « Creditors ‘sin 
Colonists of the German Emigrationeempany, &e.; (not sen 
‘in'by Clerk.) -report received. 

‘Mr. Sullivan, Chairman:pro. tein. of: the committee on-Inte. 
‘nal Improvements, reported recommending the passage of 
bill to incorporate-the Brazos Branch Railroad company, wit 
the following amendments : 

Add to section 1st.—Provided, that this company avail them 
selves of this act, shall relinquish all branching privilegg 
named in this charter, and shall have power under said eharte 
only to construct, own &e., one trunk railroad from the town «l 
Washington, in Washington county, to a point interseetin 
the Galveston Railroad, at or neat the Navasota river y repo 
received. g : 

Senate bills on their first reading taken up, read first anii 
second times, and referred : | 

-A bill to require the Comptroller to perform certain dutieli 
read first and second times; and, ; ” | 
Pek Brown offered the following amendment, to come in aftefil 

53: 

“And he shall also issue warrants on all claims which haw 
passed the Legislature since the first of January, 1856; adopt 
ed, and bill passed to third reading, rule suspended, read thin 

time and passed. | 

A bill for the relief of S. W. Pepkin, read first and secon 
times. : 

“Mr. Shepard moved to suspend the rule’ and pass the bill 
lost, and bill referred to Public Debt committee. | 

A bill for the relief of E. B. Prater, read first and secon 
times. F 

On motion of Mr. Adrian, the rule was suspended, and bilg 
passed to a third reading, rule turther suspended,- read thini 
time and passed l 

A substitute from the Senate to a House bill for the relief oif 
Mrs. Mary Williams, was taken up and adopted. : 

A bill forthe relief of Wm. Foreman and Jno. Little, read 
first-and second times, and referred to P. L. O. No. 2.. 

A bill to incorporate the Houston Academy ; read first and 
second times. 

On motion of Mr. Smith of Harris, passed to a third reat: 
ing, rule suspended, read third time and passed by a two-thiri 
vote: 

A bill for the relief of Haynes Crabtree ; referred to c-om 
mittee No. 2 un Private Land Claims. 
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A bill to incorporate the Fexas Oil company; ‘referred ‘to 
committee on State Affairs, 

A bill tor reliet of the heirs of O, Jergins ; rëferred to cejn- 
mittée on Claims‘and Accounts. - 

-A bill to prevent the sale of liquor-within the limits of Stie 
league of land on which Rutersville College is situated ; refer- 
red to committee on State Affairs, ` , l 

A bill for the relief of the Assigns of Jno. B. Webb; refer- 
redto committee No. 1 on Private ‘Land Claims. 

A bill to amend an act’ to incorporate the Chappel: Hill Insti- 
tute, approved February 9, 1852; read first and second .timiés 
and passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Sayles, read third time and passed’ by “a 
two-third vote. 

A bill to define the t5th Judicial District, and the times of 
holding courts therein ; read first and second times and passed 
to a third reading ; rule suspended, read third time and passed. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Samuel Washburne; re- 
‘ferred to committee on Private Land Claims. — . - 
| A bill forthe relief of certain persons therein named ; re- 
| ferred to committee No. 1 on Private Land Claims. 
| A bill to incorporate the Texas Insurance and saving fand 
‘Assuéiatlon ; referred to Judiciary committee. 
| A bill for the relief of Levan-J. Martin; referred to esm- 
| mittee No. 1 on Private Land Claims. 

A bill ‘to authorize Jno. H. -Dyer and Simpson ©. Dyer to 
construct a mill aad dam across the Brazos river; referred to 
Judiciary committee. 

A bill for the relief of Jacob L. Standtfer; referred to com- 
mittee No. 1 on Private Land Claims. | 

A Joint resolution requesting the Governor to convene the 
Legislatura iñ extra session in the event of the election of the 
Anti-Slavery candidate to the Presidency ; read ‘first’ and Bec- 
ond times. Sa 
| Mr. Poag moved to make the resolution the special orderfor 
| Tuesday next; lost. 
| On motion of Mr. Throckmorton, referred to-committee on 
Slaves and Slavery. | 

Onmotioa of Mr. Ochiltree; the rale-was suspended, and a 
bill relinquishing to the counties the State tax for 1856-7,-with 
| the veto of the Governor taken up. ; l 
| On motion of Mr. Cleveland of G., the main question “was 
| ordered by a vote of 48 yeas 20-nays, and the bill passed notwith- 
| Standing the objections-of the Governor, by the following vote : 
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- ¥nas—Messrs, Speaker, Adrian, Arnold, Bell, Brown, Bur. 
ress, Busby, Cleveland of B., Cleveland of L, Cook, Dalrym- 
ple, Darden of C., Darden of G., Davis,- Dennis, Diekson of 

-- Dongherty, Ector, Ellison, Francis, Gaines, Gay, Green, 
Hale, Hooker, Junker, King. Kittrill, Lawhorn, Martin of H., 
Martin of L., McClanahan, McCown, MeMillin, Melton, Meér. 
rick, Middleton, Moore, Ochiltree, Owings, Parker of A., Par- 
ker of Tarrant, Poag, Pollock, Reeves, Richardsun, Runnels, 
Rushing, Selman, Smith of ‘Harrison, Smith of N., Stout, Sul- 
livan, Taylor, Thompson, Trigg, Truehart, Waelder, West, Wil- 
liams of L., Witt and Worsham—60. 

Nays— Messrs. Ardrey, Dickson of G., Parsons, Pettus, Ran- 
dolph, Sayles, Shepard, Smith of Harris, Stedman,. Throck- 
morton, Tompkins, White and Williams of San Angustine—I4 

Mr. Rushing introduced a bill to incorporate the Neches 
Navigation company; tead first and second times and referred 
to committee on Internal Improvements. l 

Mr. Ochiltree moved to reconsider the vote passing a Joint 
resolution to dispose of the school lands, and to postpone the 
motion till Tuesday next; carried. 

Mr. Burress moved to adjourn til 8 o’clock, A. M., to-morrow; 
ost. l 

On motion of Mr. Dougherty, the rule was suspended, and 
a bill to incorporate the Mantua Institute, taken up and order- 
ed to be engrossed ; rule suspended, read third time and passed. 

On motion, the House adjourned until eight o’clock, A. M, 
to-morrow. ; i 


Hovst or REPRESENTATIVES, } 
Austin, August 22d, 1856. 

House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quoram 
present. Journal of yesterday read and adopted.  - 

Mr. Dennis, Chairman of committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported as follows : 

To the Hon. H. P. Bee, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Engrossed Bills, have examined the fol- 
lowing bills : 

“A bill to authorize the County Court of Rusk County to 
grant letters of administration on the estate of Bolling Hall, 
dec’d., late of Cherokee county. 

A bill for-the relief of H. B. Balch. 

A bill to incorporate the town of Augusta. 

A pill for the relief of John T. Miller, assignee. 
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A bilt to incorporate Corpus Christi Academy, 
A bill for the relief of James Drake. 
A bill for the relief of Thomas O. Moody. 
A bill to authorize the Commissioner of the General Land 
| Office, to issue Patents and Certificates in Castro’s Colony; in 
| certain cases. 
| <A bill for the relief of M., P. Sharp. 
| A bill supplementary to an act to perfect Land titles in 
| Castro’s Colony, approved January 22d, 1850. 
| A bill to establisn an Institution for the deaf and dumb. 

And a Joint Resolution. 

All of which are correctly Engrossed; also, 

A bill for the relief of the Catholic Bishop of Galveston ; 
nd A bill for the-relief of Jno. B. Games. 

Respectfully submitted, 
ISAAC N. DENN IS, 
Chairman of Committee. 

Report accepted. 

On motion ot Mr. Ector, the rule was suspended, and, 
| A Bill for the relief of Henry Berry, taken up, read Ist and 
| 2d times, and passed to a 3d reading; rule further suspended, 
| read 3d time and passed, 


Mr. Norton moved 2 reconsideration of the vote refusing to’ 


| engross a bill for the protection of the frontier settlements of 

| certain counties; which was, 

| On motion of Mr. Kittrell, laid on the table till Friday next, 

Mr, Dennis offered the following resolution:  . 

| Resolved, That the Speaker be, and is hereby authorized 
| to appoint such assistant Engrossing Clerks as may be neces- 

f sary, who shall receive a compensation of 15 cents per hundred 

l words, they may write in engrossing bills ; adopted. 

$ Mr. Ochiltree, Chairman of Judiciary Committee, made the 

a following reports : 

1 Recommending the indefinite postponement of a bill to 

f quiet Land titles. 

| Recommended the passage of a bill to authorize J. H. 

E Dyer and S. C. Dyer to construct a mill and a dam across the 

| Brazos River. 


| Recommended the passage of,a bill to incorporate the Texas 
| Insurance and Saving Fund Association. 

Recommended the indefinite postponement of a bill to ex- 
rn District Surveyors and their Deputies, from jury service ; 
also: 
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The Judiciary-committee, to whom. was. referred a bill au- 
thorizing District Surveyors-té. appoint deputies with. power to 
do official acts and sign official papers, have had the same under 
consideration and-have directed-me to report-.the ‘bill. back: to 
the House and recommend its indefinite postponment. 

Report received. 

=” Mr, Rushing, one of the.Judiciary Committee, made the fol- 
lowing.minority report: 

The undersigned, one of the Judiciary Committee, to whom 
was referred a bill authorizing District Surveyors to appoint 
deputies with power to do official acts and sign official papers, 
beg to dissent from the report of the majority of said com- 
mittee, He has-been unable to see any. evil effects which 
might result from the passage of the act,-while much good 
would result in this. When there is but one having charge 
of the office, who is frequently absent surveying, and his office 
closed, the citizens having business in the office, are put to 
much trouble and disappointment ; men who, perhaps; have 
come from. a.long distance, on. business in the office, are kept 
in-auspense, doubt, and upon expense, for many days. When, 
if: there was a deputy.to keep the office open,- his. business 
could be instantly despatched, with no inconvenience or injury 
to. any one else. 

The. undersigned would, therefore, most respectfully recom- 
mend the passage of the bill. 

Report. received. - 

Mr. Waelder concurred in the minority report, 

Mr. Ochiltree also reported, recommending the passage of a 
bilt releasing. the Mineral lands, Islands, &c.,.and repealing all 
laws: reserving. the same from sale, with the following: amend- 
ments : 

Strike out all that portion of the bill which follows. the 
word “repealed” in 6th line of Ist section, and insert: 

“Section 2d. That this.act shall take effect within.90 days 
after its passage.” 

Report received. l 

Gn motion of Mr. Randolph, Mr. Charlton was excused from 
attendance on the House, after to-morrow. 

Mr. Latham, Chairman of a select committee, reported a 
bili for the relief of Adolphus Glarvecke; report receiyed. 

On motion of Mr. Latham, the rule was suspended, and the 
report and bill taken up, report adopted, bill read 1st and 2d 
timés, and-ordered to be engrossed ; rule further suspended, 
bill read 3d time and passed. 
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Mr.. Gay, -one-of: the:committee on Internal Improvements, 


nade the following report’: 
| To the: Honorable- Æ P. Bee- 
| Speaker of the House of Representatives: 


The committee on Internal Improvements, to whom: was 


| referred a bill to be entitled “An act to amend the. act to ib- 
| corporate the Buffalo Bayou, Brazos and Colorado Railroad 
| Company,” have had the: same under consideration, and iù- 
| struct me. to report the same back to the House and recommend 
į its passage. 


eo 


On motion of Mr. Gay, the rule was suspended, and thie bill 


| just reported, was taken up, read and ordered to be engrossed, 


f rule suspended, read 3d time and passed by a two-third’ vote. 
f Mr. Smith of Harris; one of the committee on Educafion, 
Í reported, recommending the passage of “a Senate’s bill for the 


É creation of a Lunatic Asylum,” with amendments from the ` 


committee.. 

Mr. Kittrell, Chairman of the committee on Free Confer- 
| ence, on a bill to incorporate the Huntsville Railroad Company, 
| made the following Joint Report: 

| _ Avstin, August 20th, 1856; 

| To the Hon. President of the Senate, 

! and: Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

E The committee of Free Conference, of the two Houses, on 
| the bill to incerporate-the Huntsville Railroad Company, have 
$ conferred together, and: find the only disagreement between 
the two Houses to be an-amendment of the House as follows: 

| “ Provided, That-nothing herein contained shall beso con- 
8 strued. as-to entitle said company to the benefits of the provi- 
f sions of an act passed at the present session of the Legislature, 
į entitled an act to provide for the investment of the Special 
| Sehoel Fund, in the Bonds of Railroad companies incorporated 
| by the State.” This amendment was made by the House to 
§ the bill, prior to the passage of a General Law containing a 
like provision, which general. law does away with the necessity 

= of incumbering Railroad charters with this provision, The 
committee therefore recommend that the House recede: from 
 tsamendivent, as the same has been fully: provided for by a 
| general law. - 

. Report adopted. . Respectfully submitted, 

o JESSE GRIMES, Chairman on part-of the Senate. 

P. W. KIPPRELL,  “ «o EE Howe; 
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Mr. McCown, Chairman of the- committee on Military Af. 
fairs, reported, recommending the passage of a bill to provide 
forthe payment of the companies of Mounted Volunteers 
commanded by Captains William Tom, Jr., Levi English and 
William G. Tobin, organised for the temporary protection of 
the Western frontier of Texas. 

Mr. Cleveland of L., reported, recommending the passage of 
“A bill for the relief of Traylan de la Garza.” 

On motion of Mr. Crosby, the rule was suspended, and a bill 
for the relief of John P. Shelbourne, read Ist and 2d times 
and passed to a 3d reading, rule suspended, read 3d time and 

assed. i 
Mr. Thompson called up a bill for the relief of the Catho- 
lic Bishop of Galveston ; read and ordered to be engrossed ; 
rule suspended, read 3d time and passed. 

Mr. Kittrell, for Mr. Crabbe, called up a bill for the relief 
of William Birdwell and E. Wynne, with a substitute inclu- 
ding the name of James R. Jenkins—substitute adopted; and 
bill ordered to be engrossed ; rule suspended, read 3d time 
and passed. 

Mr. Throckmorton called up a resolution requiring the Ju- 
diciary committee to classify the Judicial Districts, 

Mr, Randolph -offered the following amendment: strike out 
“one year” and insert “two years” —House refused to adopt 
the amemendment. 

The previous question was then ordered, which being on 
the engrossment of the bill the same was put and ordered to 
be engrossed by a vate of 57 yeas to 18 nays. 

The rule was suspended, bill read 3d time and passed. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
ra of the passage of the following bills originating in the 

ouse : 

A bill for the relief of certain pre-emption settlers within 
the Houston Land District. l 

A bill for the relief of Adam Gamgil. 

A bill to declare the name of, and to legitimatize Amanda 
Matilda, daughter of Eliza R. Spreecher. 

A bill to incorporate the San Antonio River Navigation 
Company, for the purpose of making the same navigable for 
steam boats and other boats, with amendment. 

A joint resolution making provision for the translating and 

rinting of certain general laws and documents into.the Span- 
ish and German languages, with an amendment. 


bay aera 
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And the passage of the following bills originating: inthe 
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| Licks and Salt Springs on certain conditions. . = 

= A bill to authorize-F. P. Sawyer to construct a toll bridge 
| across Walnut creek in Trayis county. 

And a bill for the relief of: Mandred Wood or his assigns. — 
| "Phe hour having arrived to go.into the election of a Nuper- 
Í intendant and State Engineer— - a a eer A oaa 
| On motion of Mr. Lawhon; the House took a recess of. ten 
| minutes, and instructed the Chief Clerk. to inform the Sen- 


. 


| purpose of electing an Engineer. 

| Recess expired—roll called—quorum present. 

= Mr. Ochiltree introduced a bill to provide for the ‘election 
| of the Superintendant and State Engineer by. the people, the 


| reading of which was prevented by. the coming in of the 
| Senate. ae 


za 


+ 


m invited to a seat on the right of the Speaker, and Senators to 
| seats prepared for them, and the two Houses, in joint session, 
| went into the election of State Engineer. The’ President 
announced nominations in order on the part of the Senate. 
| Myr. Taylor of Cass, nominated Wm. Fields. 
The Speaker announced nominations in order on part of the 
| House, when Mr, Brown put in nomination Wm. Fields. 
= On telling the vote, it appeared that on the part of the 
| Senate, Fields had received 23 votes, McLeod 1, and Blank 1. 
Í And on the part of the House, Fields had received 65 voteés, 
$ Blank 6, Smyth 1, Walker 1, McLeod 2, and Brown 2. | 
§ Fields having received a majority of all the votes cast, was 
g declared, by the Speaker, duly elected State Engineer. 
$ Mr. Trigg offered the following resolution : 
a ©fesolved, That (the Senate concurring,) the Legislature ad- 
E journ sre die on Tuesday 26th inst. 
| „On motion of Mr. Davis laid on the table, by a vote of 52 
im yeas to 25 nays. o 
m@ Mr. Dickson of G., moved that the Honse proceed to the 
special order of the day, viz: 
A bill for the establishment ofa Lunatie Asylum. 
On motion of Mr. Stedman, postponed till'10@ o'clock Monday. 
Mr. Cook called up a bill to incorporate Margaret Houston 
temale College, passed to a third reading—rule: sviapended, 
i i time and passed by a two-third vote, 


‘An act to withdraw the -reservation of the State on Salt... 


| ate that the House awaited the ‘coming ‘of the Senate for the 


The Senate appeared, headed by their President, who was 


Nam eae e 
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Mr. Crosby called up a bill supplemental to-an act to perféct 
land titles in Castro’s Colony; approved January 22d,° 1850, 
read third time and passed by the following. vote: | ° + 

Yuas—Messrs. Speaker, Adrain, Arnoid,. Charlton, Cleve- 
land of B., Crosby, Darden of C., Darden of G:; Davis, Dickson, 
of G., Ellison, Gay, Green, Hale, Hooker, King, Latham, Mar- 
tin of L, McCown, McMillin, Maverick, Ochiltree, Owings, 
Parker of T., Pettus; Poag, Reeves, Runnels, Selman, Smith 
of Harris, Taylor; Throckmorton, Thompson, Truehart, Wael- 
der, White, Witt and Worsham—38. 

: Nayvs—Messrs. Bell; Bonner, Burress, Busby, Cleveland of 
A,., Cook, Dalrymple, Dennis, Francis, Gaines, Janker, Lawhon, 


_Mabry, Martin of H., McClanahan, Melton, Middleton, Moore, 


‘Parker of A., Parsons, Richardson, Rushing, Sayles, Shaw, 
‘Smith of Harrison, Smith of N., Stedman, Stout, Sullivan, Trl. 
ton, Tompkins, Trigg and Williams of L.—33. . 
Mr. Taylor-called up a bill for the relief of John Martin, 
passed to a third reading—rule suspended, read third time and 
passed. 
Mr. Melton called up a bill concerning the School lands in 
Navarro county—passed to third reading—rnle suspended, 
read third time and passed. l 
Mr. Dalrymple called upa bill for the relief of. David, T. 
‘Owen, and Abner B: Spier, with a substitute from the Senate 
—substitate adopted. a 
Mr. Tarlton called up a bill io authorize and require Clerks 
to apportion causes on the dockets of District Courts, and. of- 
fered a substitute for the bill, which was adopted, and the bill 
ordered to be engrossed—rule suspended, read 3d time and 
passed. E - 
A message was received from the Senate announcing to:the 
House that the Senate had passed a bil originating, in the 
House fòr the reliet of persons therein named, with an amend- 
ment. . l 
Mr. Sullivan called up a bill granting land scrip to Samuel 
St. John, jr. . . l 
Mr. Ochiltree proposed to amend the bill as follows ; See, 
9d, That the Commissioner of the General Land’ Office issue 
to Samuel Swarthout, a certificate for oné league and. labor of 
land as a donation a re 
The main, question was ordered, which being the; engross- 
ment of the- bill; the: yeas and nays were. called, and bilor- 


ae 


< 


dered-to be engrossed: by the following. vote, . ~ 


* 


Yras—Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Arnold; Bell, Brown, Bus- 
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_ by, Charlton,’ Cleveland of B., Crosby, Darden of a ‘Darden 
of G., Davis, Dennis, Dickson ‘of G., Dickson of R. R., Eetér, 
Gaines, Junker, King, Kittrell, Latham, McMillin, Meridie 
Middleton, Ochiltree, Owings, -Parker of T. , Parsons, Pettús, 
Pollock, Reeves, Sayles, Selman, Shaw, Shepard, Smith of 


Thompson, Truehart, Waelder, West, White, Williams of 'L., 
and Worsham—47. 

Nays—Messrs. Bonner, Burress, Cleveland of L, , Dalrymple, 
Dancy, Ellison, Francis, Green, Hale, Hooker, Martin of B., 
Martin of L., McClanahan, McCown, Melton, Moore, Parkes 
of A., Poag, Randolph, Richardson, Bushing, Smith of’ N., 
Taylor, Trigg, Williams of 8. A., and Witt—26. 

On motion, of Mr. Shepard, the caption of the bill was 
amended by-inserting after “St. John, Jr.,” the name of “Sam’l 
Swartwout.” 


The question being on a further suspension of the rule, the 
pend) by a vote of 56 yeas to 21 nays. 


from attendance on the House till Ist of September. 
On motion, the House adjourned till 74 o'clock P. m. 
7% O'CLOCK. 


House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
resent. 


Mr. Taylor moved a reconsideration of the vote passing a 


olony— 


onda 
Mr. Doni; Chairman of Committée on Engrossed bills, 
sported correctly engrossed, the following bills : 

. bill to incorporate the Nueces and San Antonio Shell 
oad Company. 
And a bill to organize the 17th, and re-organize the Qnd 
udicial District. . l 
Report accépted:- : 


t 


-Arms tò take Mr. Dancy into custody, was taken up, and: 
t, Sayles withdrew the motion. | 


ouse: “the , Passage of ‘the following bills originating in the: 


nate : 


Harris, Smith of Harrison, Stedman, Sullivan, Throckmorton, : 


House refused to suspend the rule (it taking four-fifths to SUB- - 


On motion of Mr. Darden of G., Mr. Junker was "excused ` 


ill supplemental to an Act to perfect land titles in Castro's, 


‘Which was, on motion of Mr. Kittrell, postponed until - 


On motion of Mr: Sayles, the motion to order tue sence . 


A message was received from the Senate announcing. to: the 
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-A bill for the relief of the heirs. of J tio. James, eae tea 
Achill for the relief of Jno. G: Tod: 
Ay bill to:change the‘boundary line of Frati Cotinty: - . 
nd ‘that.the Senate: had concurred in the: ETT of 
the House to a Senate: bilk te-requte the ` Comptroller tò- -per- 
form: certain duties therein mentioned. ` 
On: motion-of Mr. Dickson of ‘G., the following: “pills, with 
Senate's E were taken up, and amendments: ‘con 
cusred:in : hrc 
Ä bill to: incorporate the San Antonio River Navigation 
Company. 
_K bill to amend the 8th section“of an Ack to encourage the 
construction of Railroads in Texas, by donations of- land: - ` 
-A Joint Resolution to provide for the translation‘and: rint- 
ing of certain General -Laws-and do¢uments in ‘the’ Spanish and 
German languages. 
Mr. Ector moved to adjourn till 8 o'clock, to-morrow, A; M, 
— bost by. a vote of 23 yeas to ‘53 nays. 
A. bill for the relief of cértain-persons therein ee 
amendments from‘Senate—amendments concurred: in. : 
Mr. Randolph, one of the Committee on Enrolled bills, Te- 
Donise as Le 


Austin, August 22d, 1856. 
To jie Hon. H. P. Bee, 
Speaker of the. Heiss of Representatives.. ` 

-Fhe Joint Committee on Enrolled Bills, have examined’ the 
following bills and find them correctly enrolled, and having 
been properly signed by the Speaker of the House of Repre- 
séntatives and President of the Senate, were this cay present- 
ed to the Governor for his approval, viz: - 

A bill to be entitled an act amendatory of, and supplemental 
to.an act to encourage the improvement of the navigation of 
the rivers, and other navigable waters of Texas, by mapleing 
appropriations for the same; 

“An act for the relief of E. B; Prater; 

An act supplementary to an act authorizing ane Commis- 
sioner of the General Land Office to issue patents on certain 
certificates issued by the Board of Land Commissioners 
Robertson county, under certain restrictions, approved.. Feb. 
Sth, 1850; 

“Am. act to require the Comptroller to perform the duties re- 
quired: of the Auditor and Comptroller, under: the provisions 
of an act entitled an act relating to lost certificates of Public 
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Dott of of ‘the. ‘late Republic: of Texas, approved Februay ie 
An act for the relief of Henry Berry; Bie 
‘An act for the rélief of Elijah Earl; 2 Too 
An act to authorize the Commissioner of: thie denetal 3 iùd. 

Office to issue å patént to Alexander Lacy, assignee ‘of, J Jayid 

McIver, for six hundred and forty acres of land; 

An act for the relief of ©. W. Peterson; ` 
An act for the relief of ‘Seth Hazel; and 
An act for the relief of Swén Bergstrom. 
Respectfully, 
, C-H. RANDOLPH, 
One of the Gorkmattie, 
- Report. accepted, 


On motion of Mr. Charlton, ‘the House adjourned tif: 8 
o'clock to-morrow, A. M.—yeas 37, nays 33. 


Howse oF Burinsunrairves, { 
Austin, August 23d, 1856. 


House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present. Journal of yesterday read and adopted. 

Mr. Parsons, by leave, introduced a bill to amend an act to 
change the ‘6th and. 9th Judicial Districts, to define the time 
of holding courts therein ; read Ist and 2d times and ordered, 
to be engrossed ; rule further suspended, read 3d time and 

asse 
P On motion‘óf* Mr. Gay, the rule was suspended, and ‘a bill 
for the relief of Bazil Lamar taken up and read second ‘time. 

Mr. Davis proposed to strike out 533 and insert 320‘acres 
—adöptşd—bill ordered tobe ehgrossed ; rule suspended, 
read 3d time and passed. 

Mr. Ochiltree offered the following resolution : 


Resolved, That H. P. Mabry, the sitting member of this 
House from the counties of Class and Titus, is entitled. tò te- 
ceive his per diem for his attendance upon the winter session 
of this Legislature from the date’ that he filed lis notice of 
_ contest in this House- until-the adjournment of said. winter 
Session, and that he is also authorized fo réceive mileage for 
‘coming and going from the Seat of Government at said session, 
to enforce his claim to his seat as a member of this Logişla- 

ture, and that the Treasurer pay to said Mabry, said -per 
and mileage‘ as in other cases—Adopted. 
A message was received from the Governor. ‘ 
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A message was received from the Senate announcing to. be 
House t the passage of the following bills originating im t 
nate : 
A bill to incorporate the Texas Iron, Steel and Copper 
sa ill supa mining and trading Company. 
bill supplemental to an act to incorporate the Aransas 
Road Company. 
i A bill to incorporate Concrete College, 

A bill for the relief of John James.. 

A bill to incorporate the town of Madison in the. county of G 
Orange. 

A Senate bill to amend an act concerning marital rights— 
read 3d time and passed. 

The Secretary, by leave, of the House, withdrew the Sen- 

_ate bill for the relief of John James, a Motion to reconsider 
the passage of the same having been made in the Senate. 

The following Executive communication was then taken 
from the Speaker’s table—read, and on motion of Mr. Ochil- 
tree, was made the special order for 12 o'clock Monday. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE, 
AUSTIN, Texas, Aug. 23d, 1856. 
ante of the Senate, 3 


and of the House of Representatives : 
I have examined with great care, an act that originated in 
‘the House of Representatives, entitled “an act to. relinquish 
the right of the State to certain lands therein named.” 

The object of this act is to release the right of the. State 
to sixty different tracts of land situated in- the ` counties of 

. Nueces, Webb, El Paso, Kinney, Starr, Hidalgo and Came- 

' ron, amounting in the aggregate to over two hundred and 
four leagues, or over nine hundred thousand acres in English 
measure. 

I bave sought, in vain, for such information in ‘regard to the 
rights of persons in whose favor these lands are released, as 
would justify me in coming to a conclusion whether they have 

a just claim to them or not. 

The reports of the select committees, in neither House of 
the Legislature, state’ whether the claims are perfect or im- 
perfect titles, nor whether the evidence presented in ‘support 

_of, is verbal or in writing. It will be recollected that, an‘ act 
was passed on the 11th of February, 1854, to provide for the 
investigating of land titlesin these counties, by- which, two 
commissioners were to-be appointed, who were to be required 
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-to visit these counties, and receive all claims for land presented. 

to them with their evidence in their support. They «were 
also required to investigate their claims in accordance with 
the principles of justice, and report the same for comfirmation 
when the title was perfect, or when imperfect. When the 
same might have been matured into a perfect title under the 
Jaws, usages and customs of the Government under which it 
originated, had its sovereignty over the same not passed to, 
and been vested in the Republic of Texas, provided such title or 
imperfect title or right, was founded in good faith. Under 
this act Chas. S. Taylor, Esq., of Nacogdoches county and 
R. H. Lane, Esq., of Fannin county, were appointed Gommis- 
sioners. They entered upon the discharge of their duties, and 
made a report of their proceedings to the Executive in the 
month of November last. This report together with the 
claims presented to them, and the evidences in support of each 
were transmitted to the Legislature at an early day at the first 
partof your present session. Those Commissioners recommend- 
ed for confirmation, but a part of the claims presented to them, 
and those so recommended for confirmation, form but a very 
small portion of the claims confirmed by this act. I find too, 
that a great number of the claims confirmed by this act were 
never presented to said Commissioners. Had this act con- 
firmed the small number of claims that those commissioners 
recommended for confirmation, I should have felt no hesitation 
in approving it ; but I do not feel that I would be justified in 
approving land claims to the amount of nine hundred thous- 
and acres, when most of those claims originated under the 
laws, customs and usages of other governments, to which I 
have not access, and when the merrits of those‘ claims upon a 
mass of testimony which I have not been able to obtain, and 
which if it had been before me, would have required months of 
patient and laborous investigation to form an .opinion upon, 
that would be satisfactory to myself. 


I therefore return the act for re-consideration. 


On motion of Mr. Parsons, a bill to change the time of 
holding the Supreme Court was taken up. 


Mr. Thompson offered the following amendment : strike out 
the following words in section Ist : 


Provided further, that all cases where land titles are in- 
volved, taken up from the District Courts, when the State of 
Texas is a party, shall be returnable to the Supreme Court, 
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holding its session at thé city of Austin—adopted 3 bill read 
‘Bd time‘and passed. es Mee ce nts 

` Mr. Ochiltree, chairman of Judiciary, committee, reportéd 
as follows: ' ` ar 


The Judiciary committee have considered the message of 


the Governor, setting forth-his objéction to “an act authoriz- 
ing Jno. Mooney to construct'a dam across the San Matcds 
river, cut a race‘from the same on the East bank of said river, 
and to erect .mills and factories on the same,” and have 
directed me to report, that in the opinion of the committee, 
that the objections of the Governor are well taken, and that 
the Executive veto-should be sustained—report received. ° 

A Senate bill to authorize F. P. Sawyer to construct a toll 
bridge across Walnut Creek in Travis county ; ‘taken up, read 
ist and 2d times and passed to. a third reading ; rule suspend- 
ed, read 3d time and passed by a.two-third vote. | l 

A Senate bill for the relief of Mandred Wood or “his 
assignees ; read lst and 2d.times and referred to committee No. 
1 on private land claims. 

A Senate bill to withdraw the reservation of the State on 
Salt Licks and Salt Springs on certain conditions ; read Ist 
and 2d times and referred tothe committee on State affairs. 

Senate bill for the relief of John Todd; taken up, read 1st 
and 2d times and referred to the committee on claims and 
accounts, l i. 

Senate bill to change the boundary line of Erath county— 
taken up, read Ist and 2d times and referred to the committee 
on county boundaries. > 

Senate bill to incorporate the Texas Iron, Steel and Copper 
Manufacturing, Mining and Trading Company ; taken ‘up, 
read Ist and Ynd times and passed to a third reading ; rule 


suspended, read 3d time and passed by a two-third vote. 


Mr. Ector? introduced a bill amending and supplementary 
to an act, amending and supplementary to an act, amending 
and supplementary to an act to incorporate the Henderson 
and Burkville Railroad company, passed January 24th, 1856, 
read Ist and 2d times and ordered to be engrossed ; rule fur- 
ther suspended, read 3d time and passed by a two-third vote. 

l CommirrEE Room, 
Austin Crry, Angust 23, 1856. 
To the Honorable H. P. Bee, j 
i Speaker the of House of Representatives » : 
The Joint committee on Enrolled Bills, have carefully ex- 


aininéd’ the following bills, and firid them orrectly ceri 
saving been signed by the Speaker of the House and Presi- 
dent of the Senate; they have been this ‘day presented ` to the 
Governor for his approval : 

An act for the relief of the heirs of Edward F. Stansbury. 

An act for the relief of Schuyler B. Skidmore. 

An act for the relief of R. F. Millard’s heirs, and the widow 
and heirs of Samuel P. Carson. 

An act for the relief of Sdlomon Widemaia. - 

An act for the relief of the heirs of Mrs. Mary Hamilton. 
_ An act for the relief of. Thomas Beaty. 

An act for the relief of the heirs of Susan E. Sallie. 

An‘act for the relief of Joseph Morrison. ; 

An.act for the relief of Patsey Kitchens, Elizabeth Sinith 
and Francis L. Blanton. — .’ 

An act for the relief of the heirs at law of William : P. 
Ki 
An act for the relief of J ohn Martin, 

An act to incorpotate the Waverly Institute. 
` An act to incorporate the Linden Academy. 

Aux act for the relief of Eli Mitchell. l 

An act for the relief of Willis: Collins, T'hos. Hughes, J. N. 
Curry and Rufus K. Hosmer, 

An act for the reliéf of certain persons eren named. 

An act for the relief of George Grounds. 

An act for the relief of Giles S. Boggess. 

An act for the relief of Patrick O’Donnell. 

An act.to amend an act to change the sixth and ninth Ju- 
dicial Districts of the State of Texas, and to define the time 
of holding courts therein. 

An Act attaching a portion of Falls county, incuding Elm 
Creek, to Bell county. 

An act for the relief of H. J. De Witt, Josiah W. De Witt 
and the heirs and legal -representatives of Thomas P. Fowler, 

` An act granting to Jeremiah H. Holford the privilege of 
constructing a toll bridge accross the East fork of the. Trinity 
river, at the place known as Holford’s Spanish Oak Ridge, in 
Dallas county. 

An act for the relief of Martin Murchison. 

An act for the relief of Robert McWilliams. 

' An act for the relief of John A. Robb. 

An act to pérmit the county of Brazoria to levy a Spécial 
tax for purposés of Internal Improvement. 

An act to amend an act entitledan act to incorporate the 
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Chappell Hill Male and Female Institute, approved: Feb. ‘Sth, 


1852. . 


. An act to incorporate the Houston Academy. 
An act for the relief of certain pre-emption ates within 


the Houston Land District. 
JOHN HENRY BROWN, 
. One of Committee. 
Report accepted. 
Mr. Rushing offered: the following resolution : 
Resolved, That those Representatives of the 6th Layali: 
ture who were in attendanee during the winter session,- but 
were detained by sickness, or for other causes beyond. "their 
control, from being in attendance on the Ist day of the ses- 
sion, and took their seats during the first two weeks of the 
session, shall be entitled to their per diem as if they had ar- 
rived on the first day, and that the Chief-Clerk issue his cer- 
tificate for pay for the whole session, to such members... 
Mr. Ochiltree moved. to strike out "two weeks ; adopted, 
My. Sullivan moved to lay the resolution on the table ; lost, 
28 yeas, 34 nays. 
My. Stedman proposed to amend by striking out the wards: 
‘or other causes oyer which they had no.control ;” adopted. 
The main question, which being on the adoption of the re- 


` solution as amended, was ordered and resolution adopted by a 


vote of 34 yeas, 26 nays. 
A message was received from the Senate informing. the $ 
Sane of the passage of the. | bills originating in the $ 
enate: ; 
A bill to be entitled an act to establish a State University. . 
A bill to authorize the sale of a portion of the U. 5. Bonds, $ 
now in the Treasury of the State. l : 
And the following bills originating in the House: 
A bill for the relief of Nathaniel Prescott, Elijah Green, R, 
N. Wheat and L. S. McGaughey. : 
Also the following bill originating in the House, with $ 
amendment from Senate : : 
A bill to be entitled “an act for the relief of Fenton M. | 
Gibson.” | 
On motion of Mr. Parsons, the vote passing a bill to be ¢ en- 
titled “An act to change the time.of the sitting of the Su- § 
preme Court, was reconsidered, and the folowing amendment $ 


-was offered by Mr. Parsons : 


Amend by striking out the following words in Section 1st. § 
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“Provided further, : that in all cases where land titles are in- 


volved, taken up from the District Court to the Supreme 
Court, when the State of Texas is a-party, shall be returnable 


. toithe Supreme Court, holding its session at the city of Austin z- 


adopted, and bill then passed. 


The following communication from his Excellency the Gov-- 


emorj was then taken from the Speaker's table and read : 


-~ EXECUTIVE OFFICE, 
Avstin, Texas, 23d Aug. 1856. ? 


“Gentlemen of the Senate, a 
and of the House of Representatives : 


. I return herewith, to the House of Representatives, in: 


which it originated, “An act to create the county of Hardin.. I 
learn on examinationat the General Land Office, that the county 
proposed to be created by this.act, contains less than six hun-. 
dred square miles. l . 

‘The Constitution, according to my view of it, does not au-. 
thorize the creation of a new county, containing 4 less area. 
| than nine hundred square miles. A similar act was_returned 
_to the Senate with this objection, at the first part theof' pre-- 
| gent session, and the objection was there sustained. | 

Believing this act to be unconstitutional, I. return it to you. 
for reconsideration. E. M. PEASE. 

On motion of Mr. Throckmorton, the communication was. 
taken up and acted upon, and the House refused to pass the 
bill over the objections of the Governor. 

A message was received from the Senate requesting the with- 
drawal of a bill for the relief of John James, passed on yeg- 
terday and reported to the House, as a motion to reconsider 
the vote passing the same, has 'been submitted to the Senate 
—the bill was withdrawn. 

_ Mr. Daney called up a bill granting certain Real Estate to 
the City of Austin. 

Mr. Smith of Harrison, offered the following amendment 
to the bill: ae 
| “Provided, that whenever the City of Austin shall convert 
| the same for any other use than that mentioned in this bill, 
| the said property shall revert to the State ;” adopted. 

Mr. Brown offered the following amendment : 

“Provided, that the corporate authorities of the city of 
Austin shall execute to the State of Texas ‘a relinquishment 
of all claim on the part of said city to the ground marked on 


ne 


fe, ž pT Em 


Owe Wee TAN 


Ld 


pata 


. yad. 3d time and passed. 


492 


the map‘ of said city, as a market square;”: adopted; and’ -bil] 


” 


x £ 


` 


oi Mit: “Adrian; by leave, presented'a bill toramend-the Ist Sec- 
“4ion:of anait passed at the present session,.entitled an actfor 


the relief of E. B. Prator ; read: 1st-and 2d ‘times.and ordered 
to be Engrossed ; rule suspended, read 3d tinie and passed. 
Also “A bill for the elief-of Jane Lockhart,” which was 
referred to the-committee on:Private Land Claims No 1. 
Mr..McCown, for Mr. Stout, calted up “a bill for ‘the relief 
of the heirs or legal representatives of Stephen. Z. Hoyle;” 
read and ordered to be Engrossed, rule suspended, read 3d 
time and passed by a two-third vote. | | 
- Mr. Darden of. C., ealléd up a bill for the relief of ‘the heirs 


of Francis Mayhar; read and passed to a third reading; ‘tule 


suspended, read 3d time and passed. m ; 

* Mr. Stedman called up “a bill for the relief of the legal 
representatives of Solomon R. Peck, dec’d.; read and ordered 
to be engrossed, rule suspended, read 3d time and passed bya 


-two-third vote. 


‘Mr. Darden of G., called up a bi 1] to authotize L: 8. Owing 
his ‘associates or assigns, to constructa Toll Bridge across 
the San Antonio river; read and pa ssed to a.3d reading, rule. 
suspended, read 3d time and passed. E 
Mr. Parsons, one of the committee on Engrossed Bills, re- 
ported, correctly Engrossed, the following bills : 

A bill to Incorporate Jamestown Academy. 

A bill to incorporate the Mantua Institute. 

A bill to incorporate the San Antonio Gas Company. 

‘A bill requiring the Judges of the several Judicial Districts 
hereinafter named, to alternate holding the sessions of the 
District Courts. o g 

A bill to amend an act entitled an act to change the 6th 
and 9th Judicial Districts of the State of Texas, and to define 
the time of holding the courts therein. — l 

And a bill amending and supplementary to an act; amend- 
ing and supplementary to an act, amending and supplementary 


-to an act tò incorporate the Henderson and Burkville Railread 


e ; passed by a Constitutional majority January 24th, 
1856. os 

Mr. Smith of N., called up “a bill for the relief of Chas. 
Gilchirst.” 


Mr. Davis offered a bill as a substitute. 
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-On-motion of Mr. Cleveland of L. nthe ‘substituté! was laid 
onthe. table. -vi o ` 7 a3 ae 


On motion of Mr. Smith of N., the previous question was: 


ordered, which was on-the passage of the bill to a 3d reading. 
House refused to pass: the bill to a 3d reading, by a vote of 8 
yeas to 56 nays. ne 

Mr. Worsham called up a bill for the relief of James Mc- 
Donald; read and passed to a3d reading, rule:-suspended, 
read 3d time and passed. : = a ars 

Mr. Dennis called up a bill for the relief of Daniel Kinchel- 
lowe, and offered a substitute for the same, which: was adopt- 
ed,-and ordered to. be engrossed—rule suspended—read 3rd 
time, and passed. pa Peg 

.Mr. Shepard called. up a'bill to incorporate. the Brazos 
Branch, Railroad. Company, and offered a substitute for the 
bill, which was .adopted—bill passed to a 3rd reading—rule 
suspended, read 3rd time, and passed by. a two-third vote. 

Mr.: Dickson of G., called up a bill to incorporate the Pow- 
der _Horn, Victoria and Gonzales Railroad Company—with 
amendments from the Committee én Internal: Improvements 
amendments adopted. o 

On motion of Mr. Stedman, the House adjourned until 44 


o-clock, P. M. : 

pe z : ` 44 O’Crooxg, P. M. 

-House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 

present. L, a Bie wee l 

Mr. Brown, one of Committee on: Enrolled bills, reported 
correctly enrolled, properly signed, and presented for the ap- 
proval of the Governor, the following: bills + 

An’ Act to incorporate the town of Waco. 

An act to incorporate the San Antonio River Navigation 
Company, for the purpose of making the same navigable for 
steamboats, and. other boats. 

A‘ bill concernitig the School lands of Navarro county. 

A bill for thé: relief of John P. Shelbourne. 

And: a bill to ‘incorporate the Margaret Houston Female 
College. eH - 

Report accepted... -’ 

Question pending -when the House adjourned, viz: the, pas- 
sage’ of a bill to incorporate the Powder Horn, Victoria and 
Gonzales: Railroad Company, to a 3rd reading, taken up, and 
bill passed: to a 3rd-‘reading—rule suspended, read 3rd time, 
and passed by a vote of 50 yeas to 12 nays. 
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Mr. Ochiltree, Chairman of Committee on Judiciary, made 
the following report, relative to the prohibition of . the sale of 
liquor 3 in Smith’s Garden : 

COMMITTEE Room, 1i 
2İst August, 1856. 

To the Hon, H. P. Bee, 
- Speaker of the House of Representatives: . 

The Judiciary Committee have had before them “the peti- 
tion of sundry citizens of Galveston, praying an exemption 
from the liquor license for Smith’s Garden, on the gulf shore 
of Galveston Island.” - 

The petition presents a melancholy subject for the contem- 
plation of the philanthropist. 

The heart-rending suffering which the solid and portly men - 
of Galveston, who have signed this petition, would be com- 
pelled to endure for at least two hours in each and every sum- 
mer’s day, were they denied the privileges they desire, appeals 
strongly, nay urgently, to the sympathies of the C ommittee. 
In fact the chairman has a faint idea that he actually detected 
briny tears coursing their farrows down the manly cheeks of 
several of his Committee, at the very contemplation of at least 
five of the petitioners being compelled to “‘go away out to 
Smith’s Garden, on the gulf shore of Galveston Island, with- 
out one drup to cool their parched tongues,—to say nothing of 
the lively sympathies which developed themselves in favor of 
Smith. Indeed, it was suggested by some of the Committee 
that the passage of this bill would operate as a sort of Red- 
ding salve to the wounded feelinks of the whole Smith family, 
and that the sundry dimes which Smith, in the nature of 
things, would pocket from the operation of this bill, would go 
far to reconcile this great family with the “balance of man- 
kind.” 

But, Mr. Speaker, notwithstanding the entertainment of 
these feelings and sympathies, on the part of our Committee, 
with the petitioners as well as with Smith himself, a stern 
sense of duty compels us to report the bill back to the House, 
and to recommend its indefinite postponement. 

OCHILTREE, Chairman. 

Mr. Smith of Harrison, called up a bill to allow J.. W. 
Stroud to erect a Tub Mill onlittle Cypress, at or near the. old 
shingle yard, and offered a substitute for the bill~substitute 
adopted, bill ordered to be engrossed—rule -suspended, read 
3rd time, and passed. 5 , 
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‘On motion-of Mr. Sullivan, a bill for the relief of Fenton M. 


A Gibson, with an amendment from the Senate, was taken up— - 


| amendment concurred in. 

$ ‘A bill to- incorporate the town of Madison in the county of 
| Orange, taken up—read Ist and 2nd times, and passed to a 

| 3rd reading. 

| On motion of Mr. Throckmorton, rule suspended, read 3rd 

| time, and passed by a, two-third vote. 


. Mr. Shaw called up a bill for the relief of Alpheus D. Neal - 


į —read 2nd time, and ordered to be engrossed—rule suspended 
f —read 3rd time, "and passed by a two-third vote. 

| Mr. Dickson of R. R., one of Committee No. 2. on Private 
= Land Claims, made the ‘following reports : 


Reported, recommending the passage of a bill for the relief 


f of Radford Berry. 
| Also, recommending the passage of the following bills : 

A bill for the relief of James Cummings. 

‘A bill for the relief of Elizabeth Finley. : 

A bill for the relief of Wm. Foreman, and Jno. Little. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Susan Latham. 
ZA bill for the relief of Isabel Seguin y Ruiz. 

‘A bill for the relief of the heirs of Nath’] Smith. 
| On motion of Mr. McClanahan, the report and bill taken up, 
| report adopted, and bill passed to a 3rd reading—rule sus- 
| pended, read 3rd time, and passed. 


Also, recommending the passage of a bill for the relief of 


Í the heirs of Moses Evans—rule suspended, bill taken up—read 

f 2nd time. 

E Mr. Sayles proposed to amend by striking out of caption, 

E and wherever it occurs in the bill, the words ‘heirs of Moses 

E Evans, deceased,” and insert “Joel Pierce, his heirs or as- 

: signees’ Adopted, bill ordered to be enerossed—rule sus- 

f pended—read 3rd time, and passed. 

| Mr. Selman called up a bill for the relief of Edwin Harry—~ 

| asi to a 4r dreading—rule suspended, read 3rd time, and 
' passe 

Í Mr. Reeves called up a bill. to authorize Glover Wells to 

g construct a Bridge across the Kast Fork of Trinity River— 
o to-a 3rd reading, rule suspended, read 3rd time, and 
| passe 


|, My. Sayles called upa bill es the relief of Milly Berry, read 
Sand Mr. Ochiltree offered the following amendment : 


Strike out all after the word “State,” in 12th ine of ‘Ist | 
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se¢tion—Adopted, and bill passed to a 3rd reading—rule SUS- 
pended, read 3rd time, and passed, 

Mr. Ellison called t up a bill to prevent slaves from carrying 
guns, or other dangers weapons—with report from Committee 
on Slaves and Slavery, recommending: the adoption of a substi- 
tute—substitute adopted, and ordered to be engrossed—rule 
sa tae read 3rd.time, and passed, - 

Rushing called up a bill for the relief of Willard. Bich- 
ardson ; read, and passed to a 3rd. reading—rule. suspended, 
read 3rd. time; and passed by a two-third vote. 

On motion of Mr. Crosby, Mr. Mabry was excused from at- 
tendance on ths House for the rest of the session. ` 

Mr. Smith of Harris, called up.a bill for the relief of: Char- 
lotte D. Ross ; ordered to be engrossed—rule suspended, read 
3rd time, and “passed, 

On motion of Mr. Dickson of G., the rule was ‘suspended 
and a bill requiring the Commissioner of the General- Land 
Office to issue a patent on two certificates therein named ;--read, 
and ordered to be engrossed ; rule suspended; read 3rd time, and 

assed, 
: On motion of Mr, oaie a bill for the relief of Sam’l St, 
John, Jr., and Sam’? Swartwout; was taken A third 
time.. 

‘A message was received from ihe Senate announcing to the 
n the passage of the following bills,:originating in the 

USE : j 
‘A bill for the relief of Joseph. Henson. 

A bill for the relief of J. B. Brownrigg. 

A bill to authorizethe county court of Rusk county to saan 
letters of administration on the estate of Bolling Hall, anaes 
late of Cherokee county.. . i 

_A bill for the relief of Jno. B. Gaines. 

A bill to establish an institution for the deaf and. ‘dumb. 

_A bill to improve the Capitol Grounds. 


. And of the following bills originating in the Sonate 

A bill supplemental to, and amendatory ef an Act for the 
relief'of the citizens of. Mercer’ s Colony. 

“And a bill for the relief of the heirs of Jno. J ames, deui 

Mr. Davis moved the previous question on the bill for the 
relief of St. John and Swartwout. 


“The yeas arid nays were called, aad there being no quorum; 
the House adjourned till 8 o -clock, Monday morning. 


.Hovse or Representatives, 
a o Austin, Aug. 25th, 1856. i 

House ` met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quo- 
ram present. Journal of Saturday 28d inst., read and adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Ochiltreé the rule was suspended, and a 
bill for the relief of J. T. Cadenhead with report from com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims No. 2, recommending the adop- 
tion of a substitute—snbstitute adopted—bill passed to 3d read- 
ing, rule suspended, read 3d time and passed. _ 

On motion of Mr. Richardson the rule was suspended, and 
a bill for the relief of Wm. Hewett and Mercer Fain, taken up, 
and passéd to a third reading, rule further suspended, read 3d 
time and passed. So 

Mr. Shaw, Chairman of Committee No. i, on Private Land 
Claims, made the following reports: Recommended the passage 
of a Senate bill tor the relief of Wm. De Woosy, and recem- 
mended the passage of a Senate bill for the relief of Leven J. 
Martin, reports received. 

Mr, Sullivan Chairman prvu. tein. of the Committee on In- 
ternal Improvements reported recommending the passage of a 
bill supplemental to an act to incorporate the Aransas road 
company with the following amendment: insert the words 
“more than” before “eight feet depth” so as to regulate the 
tonnage of vessels of more than eight feet, instead of eight 
feet—section 2, line 12. Report received. _ 

E _ On motion of Mr. Tarlton a bill to incorporate the Eastern 
E Texas and Red River Insurance Company, was taken up, read 
= and ordered to be engrossed ; rule suspended, read 3d time and 
& passed by a two-third vote. l 

E Mr. Cleveland -of L. by leave, introduced a bill supplemen- 
g talto an act, to incorporate the Terraqueous transportation 
E company; read Ist and 2d times, and referred to committee on 

| Internal Improvements. , 

%4 Mr. Ector Chairman of Committee on Federal Relations, re- 
m ported as follows: 


Your Committee to which was referred a joint resolution to 


| instruct our Senators and request our representatives in Con-- 


| gress to urge upon Congress an» appropriation for the erection 
E of a break-water for shipping off the bar of Galveston harbor, 
| and to urge upon Congress the propriety of making an appro- 
| priation tor the erection of Court houses for the United States 
District, at Austin, Tyler, and Brownsville, in this State—have 
| had the same under consideration and have. instructed me to 
g report = follows: A majority of the committee are of the opin- 
| 2 
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ion that. Congress. has no power under the Constitution to 
constrict the break-water alluded to in the resolution, or te 
make any improvements ofa similar character; they therefore 
ask that they be discharged from any further consideration of 
this portion of this resolution. Your committee are of the opi- 


nion that Congress should appropriate a sufficient. amount of 
‘money out of the Treasury for the erection of Court Houges for 
‘the U.S. District Court at Austin, Tyler and, Brownsville, they 


have therefore instructed me fo report back an accompanying 
joint resolution and. recommend its. passage; report received 
and resolution read Ist time. — l 

A message was received, from the Senate announcing to the 


‘House thie-passage. of a bili originating in the House, a bill 
.amending and supplemental to an act, amending and. supple- 


mentary to an act amending and supplemental to an act to in- 
corporate the Henderson and -Burkeville. Rail Road Company, 


approved January 24th, 1856, and 


‘A Bill originating in the Senate to incorporate the Sabine 


and Galveston Bay Rail Road and Lumber .Co., and thet the 
Senate had passed the House's substitute to` oe 


A Bill for the relief of Jamès T. Cadenhead, and 

A bill to create the 19th Jadicial District, . 

And had concurred in the House’s amendments to the fol- 
lowing Senate bills:  ' l o 

A bill supplemerital to the act of March 13th, 1848, better 
defining the marital rights Of parties, = ` l 
A bill to change the times of the sitting of the Supreme Court 
and l l l E 

A bill granting certain real estate to the city of Austin. 

Mr. Stedman called up a bill for the relief of John B. and 
Ann Adams; read and passed to a third'reading, rule further 
suspended, read 3d time and passed. 

Mr. Runnels called up a bill for the relief of John H. Smither. 

Mr. Davis moved fo re-refer the bill to .the Judiciary Gom- 
mittee—lost. ws: N A . 

Mr. Worsham preposed to amend by inserting, “To Thos. 
W. Hay, 640 acrés.” > . FAR 

Mr. Rushing moved to lay the amendment on the tabie.— 
lost. ee l 

Mr. Burress proposed to amend the amendment, by ađding' 
“ And all others haviig similar claims agdinst the State.”— 
Laid on thetable, © 0) oov loon ` 

Mr. Worsham’s amendment adopted. 

Mr. Davis proposed to amend the caption as follows: 
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A bill donating 640 acres of land to J. H. Smither and Thos. 


we 


W: Hay—adopted 


The main question was ordered, and the House -refused-to 


pass the bill to a 3d reading by a vote of ‘25. yeas to 38-nays: 

Mr. Brown one of the committee on enrolled bills made the 

foll: wing report: 
COMMITTEE Room, $ 
AUSTIN; August 25th, 1856. 4- 
To the Hon: H.-P. Bee, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

The Joint committee on Enrolled Bills, have examined the 
following bills and find them correctly Enrolled. Having been 
signed by the Speaker of the House and the President of the 
Senate, they have been this day presented to the Governor for 
his approval : 

An act for the relief ofthe heirs of Lucy Jordan, dec’d. 

An act to declare the name of, and legitimate, Amanda 
Matilda, daughter of Eliza R. Sprecher. 

An act for the relief of Nathaniel Prescott, Eliza Green, R. 
S. Wheatand L. G. McGanghey. 

An act for the relief of Adam Gamgil. 

g An aet for the relief of Davis F. Owen and Abner B. 
peer. 


An act for the relief of Mary Williams, widow of Hezekiah - 


= Williams. , 
& An act to amend the 8th Section of an act entitled an -act 
g to encourage the construction of railroads in Texas, by dóna- 
= tions of land, approved. January 30th, 1854. n _ 
E An act making provision for the translating and printing of 
jm certain laws into the. Spanish and German languages. 
{$ An.acf for the relief of certain persons therein named. 
An act to incorporate the Huntsville Railroad Company.. 
An act for the relief of the heirs of Nathaniel Smith, 
An act to incorporate the town of Madison, in the county 
e. 
E Anact to authorize L. S. Owings and his associates or assigns, 
@ tomake and maintain a toll Bridge across the San Antonio 
im river, oe 
E An act supplementary to the act of March 13th, 1848, enti- 
, tled an act better defining the marital rights of parties. 
| An act granting certain real estate to the city of Austin. - 
E An act to amend the first section of an act to amend the 
second and seventh section of an act entitled an act to orga- 
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nise the Supreme Court of the State of Texas, approved the 
12th of May, 1846, approved November 30th, 1850, ` 
An act for the relief of Milly Berry. 
An act for the relief of Willard E ardeo: 
An act for the relief of the heirs of Francis Taa 
An act for the relief of Edwin Harry. 
An act requiring the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office to issue a land certificate to James McDonald. 
JOHN HENRY BROWN, 
One of Committee. 
Report accepted. 
Mr. Dennis, Chairman of Gae on Engrossed Bills, 
made the following report : 
To Hon. H. P. Bee, , , 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : : 
The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined .the fol- 
lowing named bills : 
A bill to amend an act to provide for distributing the reports 
of the Supreme Court, the Laws of the State, and Journals 
of the Legislature, passed February 2d, 1850. 


A bill to authorize and require the Clerk of the District 
Court of the County of Harrison, to apportion the causes on- 
the docket of said Court. 

A bill to repeal all laws regulating Mustang Chases. 

A bill to prohibit the sale of intoxicating liquors, within one 
mile around Jamestown and Starrville, in Smith county. 

_A bill for the relief of Adolphus Glaevecke, 

A bill for the relief of James R. Jenkins. 

A bill to amend the act to Incorporate the Buffalo payee, 
Brazos and Colorado Railway Company. 

A bill for the relief of Bazil Lamar, s 


A bill for the relief of the heirs or legal Representatives 
of Stephen Z. Hoyle; and, 

A bill for the relief of Dia R. Kincheloe, Samuel S. 
Montgomery, the heirs of Jesse W. Flowers, the heirs of Vigil 
A. Stewart, and the heirs of John Thomas, dec’d. 

All of which are correctly engrossed. 

Respectfully submitted, 
ISAAC N. DENNIS, 
Chairman of Committee, 
Report accepted, 
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Mr. Throckmorton presented the following protest: — 
To the Hon. H. P. Bee, : oe = 
-~ Speaker of the House of Representatives: . 

The undersigned beg leave to enter their protets upon- the 
Journals, upon the passage of- the bill relinquishing the State 
Taxes to the counties for two years, notwithstanding the objec- 
tions ‘of the Governor. The undersigned fully endorse the 
objections, urged by the Executive, against the passage of the 
bill We believe they are valid and unanswerable. 
We believe that it is a wretched precedent, and one 
that it will be extremely hard to get rid of. We believe that 
the counties will run riot in useless and extravagant expendi- 
tures, and will be no nearer out of debt at the end of the term, 
for which the taxes are proposed to be relinquished, than they 
are at present. i 

We believe it will engender a feeling of dependence, on the 
part of the counties, upon the State Treasury, that will ener- 
yate their watchfulness and relax all their energies and prove 
greatly prejudicial to objects of necessary legislation. We 
þelieve that the relinquishing of the State Taxes to the 
counties, and the consequent use of the common funds now in 
the Treasury, belonging equally to the people of Texas, is a 
violation of the rights of the new and poorer counties, operat- 
ing onerously upon them, and in favor of the older and more 
wealthy ones. In other words, it virtually takes from the 
poorer counties of equal population, their portion of the com- 
mon fund in the Treasury, and gives it to others of no greater 
population, but which are more wealthy and less needy. 

If the fund now in the Treasury, out of which the State, 
Government has to be supported; for the next two years, had 
been accumulated by taxation, then, with justice, the- taxes 
might be relinquished, although it might otherwise be a bad 
policy. But such isnot the case. This fund was acquired by 
the sale of the common territory belonging to the peeple of 
Texas, and belongs as much to the 300 voters of Johnson and 
Coryell counties, as it does to the 300 voters of Brazoria or 
Bowie counties. And if the eounties have to be supported 
out of this common fund, let it be done so as to distribute it 
where it properly and justly bolongs. It is ,no argument, in 
answer to this proposition, to say that because Bowie or any 
other county pays more tax than another county, of an equal 
number of inhabitants, that she should receive more of the 
common fund in the Treasury. If she pays more tax she re- 
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quires more protection and a greater expenditure of means to 
a her citizens and their greater amount of property, than 
oes the poorer county of the same population. 
Therefore the undersign view the passage of the bilt and'the 


previous ones of a like nature, as an unjustifiable rds, rity 
the rights ef the poorer counties -of the State. -Its -¢ 


ect ‘i, 
virtually, legislation according to taxation, -and'net according 


tò. population. By the same process, the older, more wealthy, 


and stronger counties, can always oppress the weaker :and 


‘poorer ones. But, a disposition of this fund for the purpages 


of education, of Internal Improvements, of relief tothe Orphan, 
the Insane, the Deaf, the Dumb and Blind, operate equally 


_ and for the general good of all. 


WILLIAM STEDMAN, 

C. H. RANDOLPH, 

JAMES W. THROCKMORTON, 
JOHN SALES, 

ASHBEL SMITH. 


‘Believing it to be a cardinal principle of government, that 


the current expenses of the State should be paid by direet 


taxation, to keep the people vigilant,.and prevert extravagance 
in the Legislature, I sign this Protest with pleasure. 
JON W. DANCY. 
Mr. Gay called up a bill for the relief of Francis Blundell; 
read, and passed to a 3rd reading; rule suspended, read 3rd 
time, and passed. 
‘My. Parker of T., Chairman of Committee on State Affairs, 
poe recommending the passage of the following Senate 
ills : i 
A bill to withdraw the reservation of the State on Salt Licks 
and Salt Springs, on certain conditions. 
A bill to incorporate the Texas Oil Company. i 
A bill to prevent the sale of intoxicating drinks within ‘the 
limits of the league of land in Fayette county, in which the 
town of Ruterville is situated. 
Report accepted. 
Mr. Rushing called up a bill to quiet land titles, with a mi- 
nority and majority report from the Judiciary Committee. 
The question upon the adoption or rejection of majority re- 


port being before the House— 


` On motion of Mr. Cleveland of L., the previous question was 
ordered—the yeas and nays were called, and stood thus: 


Yxras—Messrs. Speaker, Arnold, Cleveland of B., Cleveland 


of L., Crosby, Davis, Dennis, Ellison, Gaines, Gay, Junker, 
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‘King, Latham, Martin of L., Merrick, Nickels, Shepard; Smith 
of H., Sullivan, Thompson, Tompkins, Truehart, West, and 

Worsham—24. eek o 

Nays—Mesers. Adrian, Ardrey, Burress, Busby, Cook, Dal- 
rymple, Dancy, Darden of C., Darden of G., Dickson of R. R. 
Dickson of G., Francis, Green, Hale, Hooker, Kittrell, Lawhon, 
Martin ot H., McCewn, McMillin, Melton, Middleton, Norton, 
Owings, Parker of A., Parker of T., Pettus, Poag, Pollock, 
Randolph, Reeves, Runnels, Rushing, Selman, Shaw, Smith of 
Harrison, Smith of N., Stedman, ‘Stout, Tarlton, Taylor, 
Throckmorton, Trigg, Waelder, Whice, Williams of L., and 
Williams of S. A.—47. 

So the House refused to adopt the report. 

The question being on the engrossment of the bill— 

Mr. Varden of O., moved a call of the House. . 

Messrs. Parsons, Sayles and Ector were excused from atten- 
dance on the House. . 

On motion of Mr. Runnels, the House adjourned till 74 
o’clock, r. m.—pending the engrossment of the bilt. 

74 O’Crock, P. M. 

House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present. 

‘The question pending when the House adjourned, viz: 

The engrossment of a bill to quiet Land titles, again taken 
up. l ' 

On motion of Mr. Norton, a call of the Honse was ordered. 

‘The chair decided that no journals could be kept, or any mo- 
tious made, only on adjournment or a susperaion of the call, 
while the House was under a call. 

. Mr. Throckmorton appealed from decision of the chair—and 
he question being put, the House refused to sustain the deci- 
ion of the chair by the following vote: 

Yras—Messrs. Arnold, Bell, Cleveland of B., Crosby, Dal- 
rymple, Darden of C., Davis, Dennis, Gaines, King, Mabry, 
Nickles, Norton, Owings, Poag, Shepard, Smith of Harris, 
Tompkins, Waelder, and West—19. 

Nays—Messrs. Adrian, Ardrey, Brown, Burress, Busby, 
Dancy, Dickson of R.-R., Dickson of G., Francis, Gay, Hale, 
' Hooker, Kittrell, Lawhon,; Martin of H., Martin of L; McCown, 
. McMillin, Melton, Middleton, Ochiltree, Parker of A., Parker 
of T., Parsons, Pettus, Pollock, Randolph, Reeves, Richardson, 
Rannels, Rushing, Selman, Shaw, Smith of Barzison, Smith of 
N., Stedman, Stout, Tarlton, Taylor, Throekmorton, Trigg, 
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White, Williams of L., Williams of San Augustine, Witt, and 
Worsham—45. ; 

Mr. Throckmorton moved to suspend the call—losg. | 

Mr. Merrick moved to adjourn till 8 1-2 o’clock, A. M., to 
morrow—lost. 

Mr. Merrick moved to adjourn till 7 o’clock, A. M., to-morrow 
—lost, i ; 

Mr. Merrick moved to adjourn till 9 o’clock, A. M., to morrow 
—lost. ; 

Mr. Merrick moved to adjourn till 7 1-2 o’clock, A. M., to- 
morrow-—lost. l ae 

Mr. Lawhon moved to adjourn till 8 o’clock, A. M., to-mor- 
row—lost. 
~ Mr. Lawhon moved to adjourn till 81-2 o’clock, A. M., to- 
morrow—lost by a vote of 28 yeas to 44 nays. l 

Mr. Parker of T., moved to dispatch the Sergeant-at-Arms 
after absentees-—lost. 

Mr. Throckmorton moved to adjourn till 8 o’clock, A. M., to- 
morrow—lost. 3 l ; 

Mr. Throckmorton moved to excuse Mr. Ellison from atten. 
dance on the House. 

The Speaker ruled that the Chair woule not entertain the 
motion, unless Mr. Throckmorton had authority from Mr. Elli- 
son to have him excused. 

Mr. Throckmorton appealed from decision of the Chair, and 
the House refused to sustain the decision of the Chair, by the 
following vote: 

Yxras——Messrs. Arnold, Bell, Brown, Cleveland of B., Cleve- 
Jand of L., Crosby, Darden of O., Davis, Dennis, Gaines, Jun- 
ker, Kittrell, Merrick, Nickles, Norton, Ochiltree, Owings, 
Parsons, Poag, Reeves, Selman, Shepard, Smith of Harris, 
Sullivan, Thompson, Tompkins, Truehart, Waelder, West, 
White, Williams of L., Williams of San Augustine, and Wor- 
sham—3s3. 

Nays—Messrs, Adrian, Ardrey, Askew, Burress, Busby, 
Dalrympie, Dickson of R. R., Dickson of G., Francis, Gay, 
Hale, Hooker, Martin of H., Martin of L, McCown, McMillin, 
Melton, Middleton, Parker of A., Parker of T., Pettus, Pollock, 
Richardson, Runnels, Rushing, Shaw, Smith of Harrison, 
Smith of N., Stedman, Stout, Tarlton, Taylor, and Throckmor- 
ton—33. = 

So, Mr. Ellison was excused. 

Mr. Darden of G., gave notice that he-would move a recon- 
sideration of a'vote passing a bill to change the time of holding 
the Supreme Court. 
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Mr, Waelder gave notice that ke would move a reconsideration 
of a vote refusing to pass the majority -report of Judiciary 
Committee, on a bill to quiet land titles. | 

' Mr. Smith of Harris, moved to suspend the call—lost, 

Mr. Darden of C., moved to adjourn till 8 o’clock, A. M., to- 
morrow—lost. 

Mr. ‘Truehart moved to adjourn till 8 1-2 o’clock, A. M., to- 
morrow——lost, by a vote of 28 yeas to 44 nays. 

Mr. Throckmorton moved to excuse all absent members. 

Mr. Sullivan moved House take a recess of 10 minutes—lost. 

Mr. Cleveland of L., moved to adjourn till 8 o’clock, A. M., 
to-morrow—lost. 

Mr. Norton moved to adjourn till 8 1-4 o’elock, A. M. to- 
morrow—lost. f 

Mr. Dickson of G., moved previous question—main question 
ordered—which being on excusing Mr. Green from attendance 
on the House, the same was put, and Mr. Green was excused 
by a vote of 41 yeas to 27 nays. 

Mr. Darden of Colorado, moved to adjourn till 8 o’clock, A. 
M., to-morrow—~lost by a vote of 21 yeas to 37 nays. 

Mr. Throckmorton moved to excuse all absentees from atten- 
dence on House. 

On motion of Mr. Poag, the Sergeant-at-Arms was dispatch- 
ed after Mr. Dancy, who made his escape through the window. 

On motion of Mr, Bell, the House adjourned till 8 1-2 o’clock, 
A. M., to-morrow. 


House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
Austin, Aug. 26th, 1856. 


House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum — 


í present. 
| Journal of yesterday read and adopted. 
f Mr. Dickson of G., Chairman of a Select committee of in- 
$ vestigation, made the following reports: 
: . Committee Room, August 25, 1856. 
Lo the Hon. H. P. Bee, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
| . The Select committee raised for the purpose of enquiring 
| mto certain rumors of fraud and corruption said to have been 
| practised during the winter session of the Legislature, in the 
į passage of the Public Debt Bill, have performed the duty as- 
§ Signed them, and they report : Ep 
| That they have examined upon oath many persons, both in 
$ and out of the Legislature, indeed, every one within the reach 


= 506 
of ‘the committee, thought to possess any information calcula- 


“ted to throw light upon the-subject of their ‘labors, “and they 


herewith present to the House all the facts elicited ‘which 
would, in the least, enlighten the country or serve as” a basis 


for the formation of an opinion upon the subject referred to 


them. The committee do not feel it a duty to‘argue the facts 


‘presented. They do not however hesitate to state that’ there 


are no facts before them which justify the conclusion that the 
vote of any member'was influenced either for or against the 


passage of the Public Debt Bill, by means of any bribe or — 


other corrupt motive. They herewith submit to the country 
the testimony elicited in their investigation, not doubting that 
an intelligent and observing constituency, an enlightened pub- 
lic opinion, will determine the matter in such manner as may 
seem to them best. They also append the interrogatoriesjpro- 
pounded to each member of Legislature, to which negative 
answers were returned, and ask that they may be published as 


a part of this report. 
DAVID ©. DICKSON, Chairman. 

Has any person ever offered or insinuated to you that he 
would give any member of the Legislature any money er any 
thing else of value, as an inducement to vote for the . passage 
of the bill known as the Public Debt Bill? 

If 0, state who he was and when he did it, and all the cir- 
cumstances connected with it. Did you ever receive any inti- 
mation from any member of the Legislature that induced you 
to believe that any member has or would receive money, or 
other valuable thing, to vote or use his influence for the pas- 
sage of the Public Debt Bill? If so, state who, and whom 
and what. = 

Do you know of any member of this body who is to receive 
or has received land or money, for his advocacy of the passage 
of any land claims or money claims? 


N. TERRY’S STATEMENT. 


Fort Worta, Texas, August llth, 1856. 
My Dear Colonel: 


received your kind letter this morning, too late to answer 


` ‘by the return mail. I have therefore determined to send this 
to Dallas to be mailed. ; 


(Here follows a paragraph relative to the elections and the 
eounty matters, 
Now upon the subject of the private portion of our letter, I 
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would assuredly come down forthwith, bút for ‘the ‘sevéra-in— 
dispdsition of my wife. You say that Col. Parker’ exdiiératen 
me entirely, &c., Col. Parker came{with Mr. Busby into my 
room, last. winter, afew days after ‘the passage of the Texas 
Debt Bill. They held aconversation in my presence, in réfex-. 
ence to a letter that Mr. Busby gaid wag handed him, with 
another from a lady in Webberville, by Col. Parker. The latter: 
said the letters were handed to him by some one of the officers 
of the House, to hand to Mr. Busby. Busby said that after 
examining the letter, he had come to the -conclusion that it 
was a forgery. Parker asked him ifthe charged ‘him with it.. 
Busby said he did not; that he did not know. who had done it. 

IT then asked him why he thought it a forgery; tie said, ‘be- 
cause, that at Springfield, they put the post mark on ‘the let- 
ter with a stamp, and the post mark on the letter in-question, 
was with a pen. I asked him-if the lettér had induced him to 
give a -Yote on the Debt Bill that he would not otherwise liave 
given. He replied no; that he had determined to vote for it 
béforé he received the letter, &c. I then said that the quarrel 
between him and Parker, seémed to me to be useless. I never: 
did express to Mr. Busby any wish for the letter to be degtroyéd, 
for I never felt any ; but I did express-some solicitude to Dr. 
A. Smith, not on my own account, however. Icannot gée 
how I can be of any service to Col. Parker, for I know nothing 
save what I have stated above; if I did, I would ‘strain a 
point to come to Austin. 

(Signed) N. TERRY. 

I certify the above and foregoing to be a cerrect coppy of a 
letter addressed to me, by Col. Nat. Terry, which I recognise- 
to be in his own hand writing. 

a M. T. JOHNSON. 


- Austin, August 19th, 1856. 


Aveust 7th, 1856. 

Committee met. 

STATEMENTS OF BUSBY AND KITTREL. 
Question to Mr. Busby. 

In. your statement, you say that-Col. Parker assigned cer- 
tain reasons why he wished you to give him a certificate as to 
his exertions to procure the passage of the Public Debt Bill. 
Haye you now any reason to believe that other reasons exist- ' 
ed, and what were those reasons, and upon what do you found 
that opinion ? Eo S= E 
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Answer.—It was not till some time after that time, that I 
had causé to believe that, there were other reasons, In acon- 
versation about this letter, (Burnet letter) with Dr. Smith, 
(my. anxiety was great to find out, whether the Burnet. letter 
Was å genuine letter or not,) he'stated to me that Parker had 
written the letter, and somebody else copied it. I cannot say 
whether he stated the fact .positively, or as a speculation of 
his own. . This was some time after the passage of the Debt 
Bill. “No one else present. ` l E 

The impression made on my mind, during the week after the 
passage of the Debt Bill, from conversations with some one, 
but with whom, I cannot now recollect, was that Parker wag 
to receive $3000 for his aid in the passage of the Debt Bill. 
Was under the impression that Dr. Smith was the person 
who told me so, but am not certain. I made mention of the 


above to Mr. Pollock, in March last, confidentially, requesting 


him to say nothing aboutit. The state of my mind, at the 
time I received the impression above referred to, was such, from 
anxiety and excitement, that I can’t now say who gave mie the 
information upon which that impression was predicated, but 
I am confident that I received it from some one.- 

At no time did any person ever propose or offer any valua- 
ble consideration to me, whatever, to influence my vote upon 
the subject of the Debt Bill 

MILTON BUSBY. 


Sworn to, this 9th August, A. D. 1856. 
. t= D. ©. DICKSON, 
Chairman Committee of Investigation. 


STATEMENT OF HON. JOHN H. McCLANAHAN. 
States on-oath, that on the afternoon of the Sunday previ- 
ous to the passage of the Texas Debt Bill, as I was going on my 
way to my boarding-house, I saw Mr. M. Busby and Hon. I. 
Parker—they’‘ came together neat Mr. Cook’s—I went up to 
them ; they had a letter between them—it was open ; after 
standing. a while, I remarked that I perhaps was intruding, 
and left. J. H. McCLANAHAN. 
Sworn to, and subscribed, Aug. 19th, 1856. 
F - D. C. DICKSON, Chairman. 


STATEMENT OF L.T. LOGAN. 
Who upon oath, says, that he was at his father’s house at a 
time when Hon. I. Parker called there to see Mr. Busby, and 
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that Busby at that.time asked Mr, Parker if he had not ad= 


| vyised him to vote against the Texas Debt bill ; he said he did ; 
| Mr.-Busby asked Mr. Parker if he did not deliver to him two 


| letters ; he said. he did; he asked Mr. Parker if he did not. 


| help him to read the letters; he stated that he did. , The 
| name of Burnett was mentioned in connection with the let- 
| ters, LONNY T. LOGAN. 
|  $§worn to and subscribed, this 19th Aug., 1856. 
D. ©. DICKSON, 
Chm’n Committee. 


HON. MR. JUNKERS TESTIMONY. 
| Ihave heard Mr. Parker state on more occasions than one 
Í perhaps, that he had demanded the Burnet letter of Mr. Bus- 
| by—that he did not know of whom he got it—as it was sup- 
| posed to be a forgery; he desired to have the letter, either to 
| trace its.origin, or have it destroyed, as harm might grow out 
ofit. This I have heard him say since this matter had been 
| talked of, &c. Board at the same place. 
Does not know of any undue influence used to pass the Pub- 
| lic Debt bill—or of any one being interested in the passage 
| of any bill for land or money, or any thing else. 
| ISAIAH JUNKER. 
Sworn to, Aug. 19th, 1856. D. ©. DICKSON. 
Chairman. 


ASHBEL SMITH’S AFFIDAVIT. 


In regard to the statement made by Mr. Busby, that he had _ 


been under the impression that Dr. Smith had told him a ru- 
m mor prevailed to the effect that Mr. Parker had received, or 
Was to receive $3,000, I have to say I never made sucha 
statement to Mr. Busby, nor to any other person, nor any 
astatement similar to it, previously to my leaving Austin in 
February. At the time I had the conversation with Mr. Busby, 
sl had not myself heard of thé rumor. My denial of making 
any statement about the letter, is equally explicit, and for the 
[pame reason—I had not heard of it, nor do I now remember 
when I first heard of it. ASHBEL SMITH. 
| wom to, this August 19th, 1856. 
~ D. ©. DICKSON, Ch’mn, 
Committee of Investigation. 
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"Terry’s ‘room; that-Mr. Terry was there, and that whilst ‘there. 


‘sideration for the passage of any bill through the Legislature, 


. stituents, stating, as the cause of. his regret, that since he had 
- participated in the deliberations of the House, and heard the 
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STATEMENT OF HON, J. C. FRANCIS. 
Who states on oath that in a conversation withthe | Hon, 
Isaac Parker, that:Parker. stated to him that he met, or, ‘Baw. 
Hon.. Mr. Busby‘at. Col. Cook’s, and asked him down tò Mr. 


that Mr. Parker had said to Mr. Busby, that he thought -he 
ought ‘to, give up the letter, as he supposed he had handed it 
to him—that there would likely some fuss grow out of it, un- 
Jess he gave it te him or destroyed it. I know of no member 
of the legislature, who is to, or has received any valuable con- 


7 J. ©. FRANCIS. 
Sworn to and subscribed this 20th Aug., 1856. 
Ead D. C. DICKSON, Ch’mn. 


STATEMENT. OF MESSRS. KITTRELL AND FLANA- 
i GAN. 
City or Austin, Aug. 6th, 1856. 

We the undersigned, having been called on by Col, M. Bus- 
by, the member from Freestone county, for a statement, of cer- 
tain facts, within our knowledge, connected with his course on 
thé Public debt bill which passed the Legislature at the, win- 
ter session of 1855-6. zi A 

We will premise by saying that we were boarders in the 
same house with Col. Busby, which brought us into constant 
intercourse with him, and enabled us to observe minutely his 
course and the workings of his mind touching that question 

For sometime previous to any vote having been taken, 
either diréct or collateral, on the Publie Debt Ball, Col. Busby 
frequently expressed to. us his regret that he could not. vote 
for the bill, because he was committed against it by bis own 
plédges, and what he considered as instructions from his con- 


digcussi6n concerning this question, his opinions, to. a great 
extent, had undergone a change, and so well satisfied. was he 
that it was to the interest of the State to adopt the measure, 
that if he were untrammelled he would vote for it. He at 
the same time expressed a wish:that he might,-before a fina 
vote,was had, receive from his constituency, such evidences.d, 
a change in public sentiment favorable to. the Public Dell 
Bill as would enable him te vote for it. l 

Previous to the first vote, on the 24th January, when the 


peered 


bill was rejected, he had not received such evidences, there- 
fore, very reluctantly, cast his vote against it, About,that. 


had taken place iu, the. public mind on that question, favorable. 
to it, and expressing the opinion, should he vote for the bill, 
| he would be sustained in the course by a large majority of his, 
| constituents. In addition to this, Col, Moreland, a distin- 
| guished and influential constituent of Col. Busby, was in 
E Austin at the time, and confirmed the above facts, as, ex~- 
Í pressed in those letters. Under these circumstances, we had, 
m uo hesitation in advising him to.vote for the bill. 
E Things went on thus until,we believe Thursday night, 
E about bed-time sitting around our fire-side, in our family. cir- 
| cle, Col. Busby broke the silence of the company by saying 
Í very emphatically ; “Gentlemen, this Public Debt question 
has been to me a source of great anxiety. and annoyance, I 
never hated to do anything so bad in my life, as I did’to cast 
| my vote against that bill. In doing so, I was influenced by 
E an honest desire to carry out, what I conceived to be' the 
| wishes and instructions of my constituents, and my pledges to 
A them; but now he felt that things had so changed as to jus- 
| fy. him in casting a different vote, and that he had made up 
$ his mind, on the question to re-consider, to vote for the bill — 
f He further stated that he felt it due to himself and his con- 
| stituents, and the occasion to state fully, to the House, the 
| reasons that had influenced him to this change, but stated in 
™ connexion, that he was no speaker, and slow in writing, and 
m that he would esteem it a favor if some one of the gentlemen 
m present would embody his sentiments in writing, as he would 
| dictate.” 
This remark was seemingly addressed to Maj, F., one of the 
g undersigned, who immediately turned to a centre table in the 
| room, by which he bad been reading befe#e this conversation 
| began, and remarked -as this was all in the family, and no 
secrecy connected with it, he would just then take down in 
writing, what Col. Busby had to say, which being done, it was 
read to Col. B., and assented to, as expressing his sentiments 
(for which, reference may be had to the document itself.) 
Matters stood thus; Col. B , remaining firm in his purpose to 
E support the bill, until Saturday afternoon, 26th January, about 
| 8unsetting. Col. Isaac Parker called in at our boarding house te 
see Col Busby, “tating as the object of his visit, that his horse, 
jo? mule had gotten away from him, and that he wished Col. B:, 
gto meet him at the Capitol in tue morning, to aid him in 


time he did receive several letters, stating that a great change. 
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writing to some citizens in Freestone county, to request their 
aid in getting his horse, supposing he would pass through that 
county. Mr. B. told him he was quite unwell, that he could 
not say that he would meet him at the Capitol; thatit would 
depend on the state of his health. That night Col. B., being 
quite indisposed, one of the undersigned prescribed for him, 
and he being under the operation of medicine, it was not 
deemed advisable for him to go out, consequently did not meet 
Mr. Parker at the Capitol. In the afternoon of that day, Mr. 
P., called at our boarding house and insisted on his going with 
him to the Capitol with a good deal of earnestness. Ds, Mr. 
B’s physician objected to his going positively; Mr. P., then in- 

sisted that he should wrap himself upand take a short walk 
- with him. That was assented to; the walk was taken and an. 
interview of ahalf hour ensued. When Col. B., returned, 
after being seated, he remarked, gentlemen I can tell you 
something that will surprise’you. You would as a matter of 
course suppose that old man Parker was trying to influence 
me to vote against the Texas Debt bill; we replied that we did 
suppose that was the object cf his visit. Col. B., remarked 
that he was not so much opposed to the bill as we might sup- 
pose. He further stated that Mr. P., had handed him a letter 
from one of his influential constituents, which he was gratified 
to say, confirmed previous accounts of a change of sentiment 
in his district, on the subject of the Texas Debt bill, and that 
he now felt more free to vote for it. 


The letter which he said was handed him by Mr. Parker, 
was signed J. P. Burnet, and was read by Maj. Flanagan to 
the company, at Col. Busby’s request, (the contents can be 
seen by reference to the letter.) m 


Under these circv@mstances, Col. Basby felt himself justified 
in voting for the Texas Debt bill, and did so. 


We feel that it is but due to Col. Busby, to say that in all 
his conduct touching this question, he seemed to be influenced 
by ahigh and honorable sense of duty to himself, his constitu- 
ents and his -country. P. W. KITTRELL, 

J. W. FLANAGAN 

The above is substantially the substance of what occurred in 
reference to the matter in question... The precise words of the 
various conversations may not be stated. K. & F. 
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, PARKER'S STATEMENT. f 

eo ia >e Se SS WOStiNG Ausiist 12,1856. 
To Hon. D. ©: Dickson, Chairman, 0 ee 0 

>> and Gentlemen of the Investigating Committee : 

‘In ébedience to a Hotice received from this Hon. Committee, 
selected to investigate the .madtters and things contained in a 
resolution adopted by the House of Representatives, relative 
to the passage of the Public Debt Bill, this respondent begs 
to lay before you a full statement of all the actings, doings, 
and conversations between- Col. Busby and himself, in relation 
thereto, ot p 

That I did advise that’gentleman, when he first consulted 
me on the subject, to vote against the Debt Bill, is true. I 
did so because he said he had»staken a stand against it, in his 
canvass before the people, and because a majority of his con- 
stituents had voted against it. I gavé lim advice because he 
asked it—because he seemed very solicitous that I should ad- 
vise him what course to pursue, alleging that I was an old 
member, and he a new one, and I am sure I gave such advice 
as I would have given a -brother, under the circumstances— 
directing him to pursue such course as I should myself have 
taken. This conversation occurred, no doubt, on the 24th 
January last, as stated by Col. Busby, but I do not distinctly 
recollect. the date, and it was the first conversation Col. Busby 
and:myself had on the subject. l 

And, in further response, I have to say that a few days sub- 
sequent to the above conversation, I did go to the House of 
Col. Cook, to secure the aid of Qol. Busby in finding a stray 
horse, which I supposed would pass through his county to the 
place where he was raised ; and I requested him to call on me, 
at the capitol, next morning, to assist me in writing some 
letters to his constituents, as he states. I was very anxious 
to recover the horse, and therefore urged Col. Busby to assist 
me in so doing. That I should have said we will write the 
letters-at-the Capitol in the morning, and requested him to 
meet me there, is certainly not strange. It is almost the uni- 
versal custom for members, to write letters-at their desks, 
where pen, paper, envelops, &c., are at hand, which is not 
usual, or at least not always the case, at the boarding houses. 
Instead of Col. Busby’s attending at the Capitol next day, 
which he says he was too unwell to do, he sent me the nameg 
of certain of his constituents,.so as to enable me to write to 
them on the subject. On another occasion, perhaps on the 
next day, I again called to see him, and handed him some 
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letters, the contents of which, or by whom written, I know 
nothing about, as he did not open them in my presence. The 
letters were handed me, I think, by some ọne who found them 
on the public desk, the place where Members’ letters. are 
usually left for distribution. I did, in this, just what any one 
would do, and what is of every day occurrence. If one mem- 
ber proposes calling on another, at his room, and particularly 
on a sick one, he of course takes along any letters he may find 
to his address. The officers, it is well known, are in the habit 


of sending sick Members’ letters to their rooms, when they see 


any one going there, and these letters were most likely handed 
me by an officer of the House, who learned I was going to call 
on Col. Busby. 

The Colonel admits, that when he afterwards mentioned his 
doubts about the genuineness of the Burnett letter, that I 
told him I knew nothing about it, but had carried over his 
letters because I supposed he would be glad to receive them. 
I must add that Cnl. Busby did not open the Burnett letter, 
X any other, and read to me at the time I carried them to 

m., 


He further continues, and says that at a second meeting, at 
Col. Cook’s, I took him out and advised him to vote for the 
Debt Bill, I will say in short, in reply to all this: that the 
Colonel seemed very much troubled to know what course ihe 
ought to pursue, in relation to that important question—that 
he came to me often, asking advice, and that I frankly and 
honestly gave it, according to the best of my ability. He 
seemed inclined to vote for the bill, if he could do so and sus- 
tain himself with his constituents ; and when he told me of 
having received letters from them, or from sundry persons in 
his district, saying that a change had taken place upon the 
subject of passing the Debt Bill, I told him, of course, he 
ought then to vote for it; and added that I should take that 
course if I had received letters of a like import from those I 
had. the honor of representing, but having `no evidence of such 
a change in my county, I should still vote against the bill. I 
repeat that all this advice was such as I would have given my 
brother, and was conscientiously given Col. B., because he 
seemed embarrassed. by his peculiar situation.. 


The statement made by Col. Busby, in relation to my ‘pre- 
sénting him a paper to sign, showing my influence upon his 
course upon the Debt bill, I have simply to say, is untrue 
from beginning to end. I did no such thing. I made no such 
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demand of him. I bore a note from Col. Busby to Col. Terry, 


which the former gave me, With the request that I should 
deliver it. The note, as well as I recollect, was folded without 


envelope, and sealed at one corner, and I knew nothing. of its 


contents. This was done, as I have said, at Col. Busby’s re- 
quest, and not through my procurement. 


. An effort seems to be made to convey the impression that I 
called often to see Col. Busby before the passage of the Debt 
Bill. It will be seen, however, that he admits further on in 
his statement, that I also called on him after that event. I 
did so with the view of giving him an agency to look after, 
and sell some land for me, lying in his district. I even called 
at his room twice, on this business ; and when there last, he 
proceeded to ask me some questions, in the presence of Col. 
| Cook, in relation to what had occurred upon the passage of 
| the Debt Bill, and he admits that I promptly answered them. 
| Now, it does seem to me, that if there had been anything 
| wrong on my part, I could not so promptly have answered his 

| questions in the presence of the company he had selected to 

| hear them. It would seem more probable they would embarrass 
| me, and that prompt answers could not have been given,"or 
| that I would have proposed to retire for the purpose of talking 
| the matter over. But as I had nothing to conceal in regard 
| tomy action in the matter, there was, of course, no reasom 

| why his questions should not be promptly answered. 


| Col. Busby, it will be seen, has endeavored to fix upon me, 
| or rather upon Col. Terry and myself,§the charge of attempt- 
# ing, by improper means, to obtain possession of the forged 
| letter. . This is also untrue. We made no attempt to force 
| him to give it up. When he informed me that he had doubts 
| about its genuineness, and that it was one of the letters I had 
Í carried him, I of course asked him to hand it to me, and if 
| possible I would ferret the matter out, and find the author of 
| the forgery. And why did I propose to do this? Is it not 
| the first word any man would have spoken, when informed 
| that he had delivered a letter- which turned out to be a for- 
| gery? “I considered it my duty to exhibit the letter—to make 
enquiries about it, and try to discover its origin. The state~- 
| ment about my locking him up in Col. Terry’s room, is absurd. 
| and unreasonable. He says I took him in there; and after 
| having locked the door,. demanded the letter, which he refused 
 to-give up. And notwithstanding his imprisonment, he pro- 
mised, as he says, to return in an hour, that he did so return, 
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and that I did, then and there, again lock him up, Col. Terry 
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and"Ï both: pressing him to deliver thë lettet; Does any- 


reasonable man put ‘any ‘confidence in this silly story... It car- 
ries contradiction on its face. If he had’ been locked up,in a 
room; on the first occasion; would he haye returned, in an hour 
afterwards to undergo a second imprisonment? It would 
certainly be an unreasonable supposition. -I am’ quite surprised 
that I should be charged with imprisoning a member of the 
Legislature -to compel him:to do anything. Col. Busby; of 
course, could have found a.means of preventing: so great an 
outrage as imprisonment in violation of law; and when once 
free, instead. of returning to be. locked up again, should have 
applied to the proper authorities :for protection: The door of 
the room, where this is said to-have occurred, is-oxf the north 
side of the house, the weather was cold, and it may have been 
necessary, if a norther was blowing, to lock the door to keep 
it closed. Or it may be that the door was hard to bolt, and 
that in doing so, Col. Busby supposed I was locking it. At 
all. events, he found no difficulty in leaving, when he wished 
to do so; and I must say that the charge of locking the dodi; 
Gf it was locked,) with any such object as he intimates, is 
untrue in evéry particular.’ A l 

In conclusion, I must add that rumor says mahy things, and 
I seldom attempt to keep pace with its strides—but the charge, 
pased upon rumor only, of my -having received $3,000, in con- 
sideration of helping to pass the Debt Bill, is untrue, for I 
never received one cent. ee a 

. ISAAC PARKER. . 

Sworn to and subscribed, this 12th of August, A. D. 1856. 

D. C. DICKSON, 
l Chairman.. 


THE BURNETT LETTER. 
a ` SPRINGFIELD, January 19th, 1856. 
Hon. Meuron BUSBY.. - 9 a ae eis 
| Dear Sir: The-subject of Public Debt Bill has undergone 
a great change in your district ; you know that, a tnajority of 


the votes that was polled, was against the bill, but since the i 
Legislature met, and the report of the Committee on the i 


Public Debt has been examined by the people, and the speeches 
for and against the Public Debt Bill -having been understood 


by your constituents, I assure. ‘you that you will immortalize i 
yourself in this district if you will vote for Bill, as passed the i 
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Congress of the Umited States; there has been meetings ofthe 
people, in Springfield and Fairfield, -on, the-subject; and: itise 
universal cry -to pay. the Public-Debt-—aiid give us railroads 
and. education.. You. will be instructed iw a short time.te 
vote forthe bill, hut,fearing the vote may come up before, the 
instructions reaches you, I forward this hasty note, knowing ag 
I do that you arealways ready to do the will.of the. people, 
and promote their-will and the best for the county, and as & 
matter. of course, the (American) party. ` I therefore say to 
you, vote for the Bill and pay the Public Debt, as I assure you, 
you will be sustained by ten to one. I hope you will write 
me ‘frequently, let me. know. what is going on. ; 
"Yours truly, ck 

. . J. P. BURNETT. 


Corton Gin, June 22d, 1856. 

The foregoing letter was shown me, by Col. Busby, imme- 
diately on his return from Austin Jast wihter, to know whether 
or not I wrote the same; to which I ‘have to reply that the 
letter is not my handwrite and was never written by me, and 
that I never authorized any person to write such a letter, ‘over 
my signature ; the same is a forgery ; I think that a large, a 
very large majority of Col. Busby’s constituents is satisfied 
with the course he pursued on the Public Debt Bill, as we are 
glad that he voted for the same. | 
J.P. BURNETT. 


BUSBY’S STATEMENT. 
, City or Austin, August 7th, 1856. 

Gentlemen of the Investigating Committee: i 

The statements which I submit to your honorable body, in 
relation to a letter handed to me in January last, and the con- 
versation between Mr. Isaac Parker and myself in relation to 
the Public Debt bill, are as follows : l o 

On Thursday morning, the 24th of January last, in a con- 
versation between Mr. Parker and myself on the Public Debt 
bill, at his desk in the Hall of the House of Représentatives, 
he advised me to vote against the bill, giving as his reason, the 
fact that I had taken grounds against it before my constitu- 
ents while I was canvassing for a seat in the Legislature.— 
Late on the afternoon of Saturday the 26th day of January, 
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1856, Mr. Parker came to Mr. Cook’s, where I boarded, and — 
asked me to meet him at the Capitol on the next morning, to 
assist him in writing to some of my-acquaintances in Freestone 
county, to notify them relative to a horse of his that had es- 
eaped from him in Austin, which he supposed would pass 
through Freestone on its way to Anderson county. I told him 
that if I was well enough (having been sick for r 
that I would comply with his request. -The next morning, 
was so unwell, that my physician, Dr. Kittrell, advised me to 
keep my room during the day; I méntioned in the presence of 
Hon. Mr. Crabbe that I had agreed to meet Mr. Parker at 
the Capitol if I was well enough, and to assist him in writing 
to some of my friends concerning his lost horse, and asked ‘him 
if he would take the names of some of my friends and hand 
them to Mr. Parker, which he agreed to do, and took the names 
down as I directed. On Mr. Crabbe’s return from the Capitol 
he informed me that he had handed the list of names ,to 
Parker. On the afternoon of the same day, (Sunday 27th) 
Mr. Parker came over to Mr. Cook’s, and in the presence of 
Hon. Mr. Flanagan, Hon. Mr. Kittrell, and Hon. Mr. Whita- 
ker, told me that he had lost the names E had sent to him by 
Judge Crabbe, and asked me if I could not then walk to the 
Capitol with him. He made this request of me several times, 
and I declined going with him on account of the state of my 
health—particularly as it -was objected to by Dr.- Kittrell, 
Parker seemed so solicitous that I should accompany him that 
I stated to him that I anticipated that he wanted to see:me 
on something aside from his horse, to which he made no reply, 
—I then told him that if he wished to say anything to me in 
private, I would step out with him when he got ready to start 
—soon afterwards I walked ont of the room with him, and he 
told me he desired. me to walk out of the yard gate, which I 
did, and he handed mea paper, purporting to be a letter, which 
is herewith submitted, marked A. He stated to me that he 
had found the letter on nty desk that evening... He then 
asked me to walk on the opposite side of the street, and as we 
walked on, he bore towards the corner of the lot on the oppo- 
site side of the street until we turned the corner; ‘after we 
turned the corner, he asked me if I could not go with‘hm to 
Col. Terry’s room; I replied that I had.gone as far as I in- 
tended, and if he had anything to say to me to say it, for that 
I would go no further. We then stopped, and I broke the 
envelop of the letter, and commenced to read it, and not-being 
able to read it easily, Mr. Parker assisted me in reading it at 
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my request ; after I had finished reading the letter, he told 
me he wished to say something to me in confidence ; I replied 
that he could do so, as from my opinion of him I supposed he 
would enjoin nothing upon me that was improper or dishonera- 
ble. He said that he could say nothing that was wrong, (or 
words to that amount) and mentioned that he was aware that 
I-had received several letters from my constituents, besides the 
one just read from Maj. Burnett, in favor of the passage of the 
Public Debt bill, and assuring me that a reaction had taken 
place in the minds of my constituents on-that subject. He 
also stated that he had long known Joe Burnett, and that he 
was a reliable man, and that he (Parker) thought that I ought to 
feel myself fully authorized to votefor the bill; he also stated 
that he was committed against the bill, but that if he had 
received such letters from his constituents, as I had from mine, 
that he would feel free to vote for it. He strongly urged me 
to vote for the bill, aud seemed quite solicitou s upon the sub- 
ject. I then said to him in confidence, that I had determined 
on the Thursday night before (which was the 24th,) that I 

would vote for the bill, and had written out the reasons that 

had produced the change in my mind, and which would influ- 

ence my vote ; I also told him that [had the writing contain- 
ing my reasons, in my pocket, and pulled it out and showed it 

to him. I told him that the reason why I gave him the above 
information ¿n confidence was that I did not want the oppo- 
nents of the bill to know it, as if they did, they might prevent 
a vote upon the bill, Wethen separated. Onthe next morn- 
ing, upon a further examination of the letter, I suspected its. 
genuineness, and went to Parker’s desk, and told him that I 
@ was apprehensive that there was something wrong about the 

g letter; that I doubted its being Maj. Burnett’s, hand-writing ; 
= to which he replied that he knew nothing about it, except that 

= he had found it on my desk, and supposing that I would wish 
m to see it, had taken it over to me. 


On the 28th day of January, the day on which the Public 
Debt bill passed, I was sitting at my desk, writing, late in the 
afternoon, after the House had adjourned, and Mr. Parker 


came to me, and presented to me an instrument in writing, - 


B setting forth in substance that he (Parker) had influenced me 
§ to vote for the bill, and asked me to sign it, giving as his rea- 
| sons therefor, that he wished to show it to his friend, Col. 
í Terry. He stated that some of his constituents were opposed. 
f tothe passage of the bill, while others were in favor of it, 


520 


and that his vote would satisfy ‘those opposed to the bill; 

and that hè wished to testify through Colonel Terry to 
those in favor of it that he had exerted’his influence irits fa- 
vor. I told Parker that, the writing did not contain the facts, 

for that I had told him in our interview on Sunday. afterndon, 

when he handed me the Burnétt letter, that I had previously 
madeup my mind to votefor the bill, and that what‘he had said 
to me had had no influence with me, and that I could not there- 
fore sign the writing or instrument; he still insisted that Ishould 
sign it for the reasons stated above, and assured me that it 
should be burned as soon as Col. Terry saw it. I then told 
him that if that would satisfy him, that I would. write the 
facts of the case on the same paper and sign that; which I 
accordingly did, immediately under what he had written, com- 
mencing on the line next to it, and signed it—I wrote in sub- 
stance -as follows, viz: That ‘the above statement written by 
Parker, is not correct—that I had determined to vote for the 
bill previous to the interview between him and myself, but 
that I felt obliged to ‘him for his advice in favor of the bill — 
While I was writing he went back to his desk, and when I-had 
finished he returnéd to my desk, and I read to hini what I had 
written, He again insisted that I should write my name under 
what he had written, and pledged his honor that it should be 
destroyed as soon as Col. Terry saw it. I then without proper 
reflection, and solely in a spirit of accommodation to him, did 
sign his writing according to his request, and wrote my name 
between what he had written and what I had written under- 
neath it. Upon reflecting during the night upon the above 
circumstances, I was convinced that I had acted imprudently; 
and as soon as I saw him the next morning; I asked -him to let 
me see the paper. He stated that he had showed it-to Col. 
Terry, and that Col. T. had read it and burned itn his pres- 
ence.. I asked him if Col. T. was still here; he replied that 
he reckoned he was. During the fore part of that day, I no- 
ticed that Mr. Parker left the Hall some two or three times, 
and about 11 or 12 o'clock I saw Col Terry standing in the 
lobby—I went to him, and at my request he walked out upon 
the portico with me ; T then asked him if Parker had handed 
him an instrument of writing under my hand—he replied, that 
Parker had; I asked him where it was, and his xeply was that 
he had burned it; I then asked himif he noticeda note I had 
added to it; he said he did, and that he had burned it all to- 


gether. I have recently learned that the instrument aforesaid 
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ig still in ‘existencé, and I wish here tò.say that if it is, and iP? 
is “not a¢companied with the note addeéd to it by.me, it’ has 
either been erased: or cut off. . If it ‘has been cut off, the out- 
ting would have to, commence on, the left’ end of the paper 
close to Parker’s writing, and run straight across te the word: 
‘‘ confidential,” or near to it—which Parker had written under 
the statement—it. would then. have to be cut perpendicularly 
below my signature, which was written immediately under the 
word “confidential,” and thence straight out to the right, end 
of the paper.: a. 

-After-the above circumstances, it was rumored amongst the 
members that the Burnett letter was a forgery ; and on the 
5th day of February, which was the day before I had set to 
start home, when I went to dinner, I was informed by my 
landlady (Mrs. Cook) that Mr. Parker had called to see me. 
In a short time. afterwards, Mr. Cook came to the House, 
and informed me that Mr. Parker was inquiring about town for 
me. After dinner, Mr. Cook, Mr. Logan and myself, were in 
the sitting-room, when Mr. Parker called again, and stated 
that he wished to see me before I left for home, for that’ he 


f „had a tract of land in my county, which he desired me take 


an agency for the purpose of preventing its being trespassed 
upon, and to make sale of itif I could. As soon as he had 
stated his business, I told him I wished to ask him some ques- 
tions relative to the matters herein contained, in the presence of 
Col. Cook ; and I thereupon proceeded to question him, and 
he promptly answered all the questions I put to him, which 
will be téstified to by Col. Cook and Mr. Logan, if desired. — 
I then started down town on some business, and Parker fol- 
lowed me, and as we walked on, he entreated me to surrender 
the Burnett letter to him, stating that he wanted to trace: its 
origin. I refused to let him have it, and told him that it was 
my*property, and that I intended that Major Burnett should 
see it. During this walk, he complained that I had violated 
confidence by telling that he had asked me to vote for the Pub- 
lic Debt bill. My reply was that at the time I promised to say 
nothing about it, 1 was ignorant that there was any snake in it, 
and. upon . finding that Iwas mistaken, I determined that it 
should not bite me. When we arrived opposite Col. Terry’s 
room, Parker asked me to walk in, and stated that Col. T. wish- 
ed tosee nie. I wentin and Parker closed the door and locked it, 
and both Parker and Terry earnestly asked of me to surrender the 
Burnett letter to Parker. I positively refused to doso, and 


Ae i ¥ 


522 


told them that I would not let it go out of my possession until 
I gould present it to Major Burnett. I then went out of the 
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= MILTON BYSBY... 

Sworn to this 9th August, A. D., 1856. 

a E .D. Č. DICKSON, Chairman. _ 

Mr. Ochiltree moved to have 1000 copies printed. ae 

Mr. Waelder proposed to strike ont 1000 -and insert 5000; 
lost, and 1000 copies ordered to be printed. ae AS 

A message was received from the Senate announcing to the 
House that the Senate had passed the follawing Honse bills: 

A bill for the relief of Jno. T. Miller, assignee, with an 
amendment. a be tees 

A bill to require the Olerk of the District Court of Harrison 
connty, to apportion the causes on the docket of said Court; 
With an amendment. ` ^ l sok 

Joint Resolution relating to a collection District in Texas 
and New Mexico. . 

A. bill to incorporate the town of Augusta. 

A bill for the relief of Bazel Lamar. . 

‘A bill to amend an act to change the 6th and 9th Judicial 
Districts, and define the time of holding courts therein. « 

And of the following bills originating in the Senate: 

A bill for the relief of Pedro Vila. i 

A bill to incorporate the Washington Insurance Company. 

‘On motion of Mr. Latham, the rule was suspended, and 

‘A ‘bill defining the time for holding the District Courts in 
the 12th Judicial District; read lst and 2d tinies and passed to 
a 3d reading, rule suspended, read 3d time and passed. 

A message was received from the Senate announcing to the 
House thatthe Senate had adopted the report of the Committee 
of Free Conference, on A bill to incorporate the Huntsville R. 
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R. Company, and has concurred in the amendment of the 
House to 

A bill for the relief.of Milly Berry; also, that the -Senatè 
had passed the Houses substitute for a bill for the relief of 
James T. Cadenhead, and for A bill to create and organize the 


"19th Judicial District ; and the House’s substitute for a Senate 


pill to amend an act to incorporate the Brazos Branch Railroad 
Company. 

On motion of Mr. Darden of G., the vote passing A bill to 
change the time of holding the Suprema. Court, was reconsid- 
ere 

Mr. Darden ot G., offered the following amendments: 

Ist Amendment: to come in after ‘48th Judicial District,’ 
and the counties of Gonzales and Lavaca, in the 10th District. 

2d Amendment: Strike out “10th” where it occurs, between 
the words “7th and 12th.” 

3d Amendment: To come in after the words “12th Judicial. 
District,” and the “10th District,” with the exception of the 
eounties of “Gonzales and Lavaca.” 

Amendments adopted. 

Bill read 3d time and passed. 

‘On motion of Mr. Smith of Harris, the rule was suspended, 
and A bill amendatory of the 2d Section of an-act to incorpo- 
rate and establish the Marshall University, taken up, bill read 
9d time and ordered to be engrossed; rule suspended, read 3d 
time and passed by a two-third vote. . _- 

‘Mr. Brown, one of Committee on Enrolled Bills, made the 
following report : 


COMMITTEE Room, 
Austin, August 26th, 1856. 

“The Joint committe on Enrolled Bills, have carefully exam- 
ined the following bills: ` 

An act for the relief of John B. Gaines. 

An act to improve the Capitol Grounds. 

An act for the reHef of Joseph Henson. 

An act for the relief of Fenton M. ‘Gibson and William 
Oldham. 

An act for the relief of J. B., Brownrigg. 

An act amending and supplementary. to an act, amending 
aud supplementary to an-act, to incorporate the Henderson and 
Burkville‘Railroad Company, passed by a Constitutional majo- 
rity, 24th January, 1856. 

“A ‘act to establish ¢ an institution for “the ediveation of the Deaf 
and Dumb. 
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State of Texas.” , n : 
“Arid find them correctly enrolled: Having been signed. by 

the Speaker of the House 6f Representatives -and the Presi: 

dent of the Senate,,they have been this day presented to the 


Governor for his approval.,  _ £ ! 
Sa N ‘JOHN HENRY BROWN, - 
| One of Committee, © 


Mr. Dennis, Chairman of Committee. on Engrossed Bills, 
reported correctly Engrossed, 

A bill requiring the Commissioner General Land Office to 
issue patents on two land certificates therein named. l 

On motion of Mr. Stedman, the rule was suspended, and a 
Senate bill to incorporate the Texas Insurance and Saving Fund 
Association ; passed to a 3d reading; rule further suspended, 
read 3d time and passed by a two-third: vote. 

On.motion of Mr. Thompson, the rule was suspended, and a 
bill to authorize the ‘Commissioner General Land Office to issue 
patents upon certain Surveys heretofore made upon the Island 
ot - Mustang, Matagorda and St. Joseph, with report from Judi- 
ciary committee, recommending amendments; taken up, 
amendments adopted. 

Mr. Brown offered an additional section to the bill; adopted. 

Also, to amend the caption by striking out the word “here- 
tofore.” Adopted. 

Mr. Darden of G., proposed to amend as follows: 

Provided, That previous to the issuing of patents, the par- 
ties shall pay into the Treasury of the State, 50 cts per acre, on 
such patents or surveys, which sums shall be placed to the 
School Fund, and the receipt of the Treasurer shall bea. suffi- 
cient voucher to the Commissioner; laid onthe table. ,__ 

The question being on the final passage of the bill, the same 
was put, and bill passed by the following vote: p 

Yeas.—Messra. Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, Askew, 
Bell, Bonner, Brown, Busby, Cook, Dancy, Darden. of G; 
Davis, Dennis, Dickson of G., Ellison,. Gaines, Gay, Green, 
Hooker, Junker, King, Kittrell, Latham, Lawhon, Mabry, 
Martin of H., Martin of L., McCown, McMillin, Parker of À., 
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Parker of T., Parsons, Pettus, Reeves, Runnels, Shaw, Shep- 
ard; Smith of-Harris; Tarlton, Throckmorton, Thompson, 
Tompkins, Trigg, Waelder, West, White, Wilhams of L, and 
Worshani—49. ` S Oe ca A eas 

Nays.—Messrs. Burress, Cleveland of. B., Dickson of R. R, 
Francis Hale, Melton, Middleton, Poag, Pollock, Randolph, 
Richardson, Selman, Smith of Harrison, Smith of N., Stedinan, 
Taylor, Truehart and Witt—18. sa ; D o 

A message was received from the Senate, announcing the 
passage, by the Senate, of a House bill for the relief of Sam’l, 
B. Dickinson, and, E 

A bill authorizing C. C. De Witt to construct a bridge across 
the Guadalupe river; near the town of Gonzales. _ 

. Mr. Arnold called up a bill for the relief of the Creditors and 
Colonists of the German Emigration Company. 

On motion of Mr. Burress, laid on the table, by the follow- 
ing vote: l . 

Yeras.— Messrs. Adrian, Ardrey, Askew, Burress, Busby, 
Cook, Dennis, Dickson of R. R. Dickson of G., Ellison, Fran- 
cis, Gaines, Green, Hale, Hooker, Junker, Kittrell, Lawhon, 
Mabry, Martin of H., Martin of L., McMillin, Melton, Middle- 
ton, Parker of A., Parsons, Pettus, Randolph, Reeves, Richard- 
son, Selman, Shaw, Smith of Harrison, Smith of N., Stedman, 
Tarlton, Taylor, Throckmorton and Williams of L.—389. : 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Arnold, Brown, Clevéland of B., 
Crosby, Dancy, Davis, Latham, Merrick, Pollock, Runnels, 
Rushing, Smith of Harris, Thompson, Tompkins, Trigg, True- 
kan Waelder, West, White, Williams of S. A. and Worsham 
—22, 

Mr. West, by leave, presented the petition of C. E. Travis; 
referred to a Joint Select Committee. a 

Mr. Dancy, by leave, introduced a bill to authorize John J. 
Johnson, to keep his mill in operation at a point on the Colorado 
river, opposite block No. 185, in the city of Austin; read’ Ist 
aud 2d times, and ordered to be engrossed, rule suspended, 
read 3d time and passed, Š aa 

Mr. Burress offered the following resolution : 

ftesolved, The (Senate concuyring,) that the resolution here- 
tofore adopted by both’ Houses of the present Legislature, to 
adjourn sine die, on Monday, ist September next, be and the 
same is hereby rescinded. a aa ae 

Mr. Trigg moved-to lay the resolution on the table. ` 

On motion of Mr. Davis, a call of the House was ordered. ~ 

On motion of Mr. Darden of G., call suspended. . 

Mr. Randolph moved the previous question. f 
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On motion of Mr. Merrick, a call of the House was. ordered. 

_ Mr. Throckmorton moved to suspend call; lost. | 

“Mr. Tarlton moved a suspension of the call; the -yeas -and 
nays were called for. 

r. Crosby in the chair. 

“The Chair announced Messrs. West, Throckmorton, Smith of 
Harris, Ochiltree and Crosby, Committee on the petition of C. 
E. Travis. 

On motion of Mr. Sullivan, the House adjourned till 74 


o'clock, P. M., pending, a call of the yeas and Ro on the 
motion to suspend the call. 


- 


T 1-2- o’cLooK, PM 

House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present. 

ere called up a bill to provide for the support of 

schools ; 

The question pending, when the bill was last before the 
House, was on adoption of amendment of Mr, Kittrell. 

Mr. Parsons offered the following substitute to amendment: 

Strike out all after the word “Texas,” in the 1st line, to the . 
word “and” in the 3d line, and insert: 

“That all the United States 5 per cent. bonds, remaining in 
the Treasury, after the 31st of Octeber, 1856, after deducting 
a sufficient-amount to cover all outstanding appropriations, as 
also the probable ordinary expenses of the Government, to the 
ist of June, 1859, including the expenses of the 7th Legislature, 
also allowing one hundred thousand dollars for payment of 
claims against the late Republic of Texas, that may be passed 
favorably upou by the Commissioner of Court of Claims, be 
and the same are hereby appropriated, and set aside, to the 
special school fund.” 

On motion of Mr. Sullivan, substitute to amendment laid on 
the table. . 

The amendment of Mr. Kittrell was then adopted. 

And the amendments of the Committee on Education.-were 
then adopted—seriatim, wita the exception of the following 
amendments : 

In 9th section, amend by striking out after the word “coun- 
ties” in the 17 th line, and inserting “‘the said county or counties 
shall not be entitled to draw any monies, under this act, and 
their distributive share of the school ‘fund sball remain: to the 
credit of the school fund, to be distributed -among - thug coun- 
ties, complying with the provisions of this act. 

Mr. Gaines moved to lav the amendment on the table. 
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‘The, House refused to lay the amendment on the table, by 
tiie following vote: > l +. ss 

-Ye#as—Messrs. Speaker, Ardrey, Bell, Brown, Cleveland of 
L:, Dalrymple, Davis, Dennis, Ellison, Francis, Gaines, Ray, 
Gréén, Junker, Martin of H., Norton, Ochiltree, Owings, Par- 
sons, Poag, Reeves, Richardson, Runnels, Shepard, Stedman, 
Stout, Sullivan, Throckmorton, White, and Williams of S. A. 

Nayvs—Mesers. Adrian, Arnold; Askew, Burress, Busby,. 
Cleveland of B., Cook, Darden of G., Dickson of R. R., Dick- 
son of G., Hale, Hooker, King, Kittrell, Mabry, Martin of -L., 
McCown, McMillin, Melton, Parker of A., Randolph, Selman, 
Shaw, Smith of Harris, Taylor, Thompson, Tompkins, Trigg, 
Waelder, Williams of L., Witt, and Worsham—32. 

- Question then recurring on the adoption of the amendment, 
the same was put and the House refused to adopt, by a vote of 
7 yeas to, 57-nays. 

- Mr. Stout moved to reconsider the vote refusing to adopt 
Mr. Parsons’ substitute. > E ; 

Mr. Throckmorton moved to reconsider the vote adopting 
Mr. Kittrell’s amendment. 

Mr. Cleveland of L., moved to lay the motion on the table. 

Yeas and nays demanded. 

The motion to reconsider. was laid upon the table, by the 
folowing vote: yeas 34, nays 26. 

A message was received frdm the’ Senate, informing the 
a of the passage of the following bills, originating in the 

enate : 

A. bill setting aside and appropriating land for the benefit of 
asylums. 7 j 

A bill to authorize James H. Mathews to erect a mill and 
construct a, dam across the Colorado River. 

A bill granting certain flats to riparian owners at Indianola. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of James M. Bell, deceased. 

‘And the Senate concurs in the amendments.of the House to 
a Senate’s bill, to authorize the Commissioner of the General 
_Land Office to issue patents upon certain surveys, heretofore 
made-on the islands of Mustang, Matagorda, and St.’ Joseph. 

“Mr. Kittrell offered the following amendinent : l 


‘Amend by striking out, in 7th section, all after the word 
“Treasury,” in 10th line, and insert : E | 
“That the County Court of each county, after ascertainin, 
that’thé’ patrons returned are unable to pay. the tuition, an 
make a returti‘df tlre same to the State Treasurer, who, upon 
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the order of the Cuunty Courts, under the seal of their office, 
infavor of the county, shall pay over to said County Courts 
their distributive share of the school fund, “and: the ‘County 
Courts on receiving the same, “bhall” proceed tó distribute the 
sam¢ as required by this act—first providing for those children 
wiidse tuition has not been paid from inability. of. the patrons, 
Srovided that orphan children, and the children of the widows 
who have no other or greater ameunt of property than is 
exempted from forced sale, shall be considered, aareen ts - 

 , Adopted. 

’ Mr. Arnold offer ed the following amendment: - l 

Amend by inserting in the 3d line of the Ath section, after 
the word “ school? the words “ sectarian schools excepted. a 

On motion of Mr: Sullivan, laid on the’ table, by vote of 50 
yeas to 10 nays. 

Mr. Williams of Lamar, offered the following amendments : 

ist amendment to come in 2d section, 4th line, to come in 
after the word “copy,” “under the hand and seal of the Coun- 
ty: Clerk.” —Adopted. 

2d amendment—8th section, 1st line, to come in after the 
word “county,” “for the year 1856 and all A years.” 
—Adopted. 

“And the following amendment: 

3d amendment—8th section, 15th line, to come in after the 
word “act,” “provided he makes his returns by the first day 
of September following.” —Adopted. 

Mr. Kittrell offered the following amendment : Section 12th. 
That no school shall be entitled to the benefit of this act, un- 
less the English language is taught therein. Adopted by a ‘vote 
of 56 yeas to 5 nays. 

On motion of Mr. Ochiltree the previous question was order- 
ed, which being on passage of bill to a third reading, the same 
was put and carried ; bill read third time and passed by a two- 
third vote. 

On motion of Mr. Rushing a bill to ‘quifetcland titles was 
postponed to arid made special order of the day for 10 o ‘clock 
A.M. to-morrow. 

Mr. Dennis chairman of committee on engrossed bills, n 
ed corréctly engrossed a bill to amend the Ist section of an act 
passed at the present session, entitled an act for the relief of 
E. B. Prater. 

On, motion of Mr. Parsons rule ‘Suspended, and a bill to in- 
corporate the Henderson and Logansport Rail Road Company, 
was taken up and passed to athird reading, rule suspended 
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yeas and nays were called for, 


On motion of Mr. Burress the. House adjourned until 8 o’cloek 


read 3d time and question being on final passage of the bill the 


A. M. to-morrow. 


> 


. House or Representarrym, 
“Austin, August 27th, 1856. 

House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present—journal of yesterday read and adopted. . 

On motion of Mr. Merrick the motion to reconsider the vote 
passing a bill supplemental. to an act:to perfect land titles, in 
Castro’s colony, approved January 22d, 1850, was taken up 
and the question being on the final passage of the bill, the yeas 
and nays were called for and the House refused to pass the 
bill, by. the following vote :. 

-Yras—Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Arnold, Brown, Cleveland 
of B., Crosby, Dickson of G., Gay, Green, King, Latham, 
McMillin, Merrick, Norton, Owings, Randolph, Reeves, Run- 
nels, Smith of Harris, Throckmorton, Thompson, Truehart, 
Waelder, White, Witt and Worsham—26. 

Nays—Messrs. Ardrey, Askew, Burress, Busby, Cleveland, 
of L., Cook, Dalrymple, Dancy, Darden of G., Dennis, Dickson, 
of R. R., Ellison, Franqis, Gaines, Hale, Hooker, Junker, 
Lawhon, Mabry, Melton, Middleton, Ochiltree, Parker of A., 
Parker of T., Parsons, Pollock, Richardson, Selman, Shaw, 
Shepard, Sith of Harrison, Stedman, Stout, Sullivan, Tarlton, 
Taylor, Totipkins, Trigg, West, Williams of L., Williams of 
S. A.—4l. 

On motion of Mr. Dalrymple, Mr. McClanahan was excused 
from attendance on the House on account of sickness, for the 
remainder of the session. 

On motion of Mr. Adrian the rule was suspended and a bill 
to authorize a sale of a portion of the U. S. bonds now in the 
Treasury of the State, taken up, read Ist and 2d times and 
passed to 8d reading, rule suspended, read 3d time and passed. 

Mr. White called up a bill to incorporate Lavaca, with 
amendments from the committee on State Affairs, amendments 
of committee adopted. . 

Mr. Brown proposed to amend as follows: amend 19th sec- 
tion as recommended by the committee, by inserting “ all laws 
and parts of laws conflicting with the provisions of this act, be, 
and the same are hereby repealed,” and amend section 5th by 
striking out 20th day of March, and insert “the lst Monday in 
October.” 2nd section strike out “ 5” in 84 line, and insert “ 8.” 
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Amendments adopted and bill ordered to be engrossed, rule sus- 
pended read 3d time and passed by a two-third vote. — 

Mr. Dennis, Chairman of committee on engrossed bills, re- 
ported correctly engrossed the following bills: 

A bill for the relief of Charlotte D. Ross. 

A bill for the relief Alpheus D. Neill. 

A bill to prevent slaves from carrying guns and other con- 
cealed weapons. 

A bill for the relief of J. H. Barnard, and 

A bill to amend the 2d section of an act to establish and in- 


corporate the Marshall University; report accepted. 


Mr. Brown one of the committee on enrolled bills made the 
following report : 
COMMITTEE Room, 
August 27th, 1856. 
To the Hon. H. P. Bee, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives; 

The joint committee on enrolled bills have carefully examined 
the following bills and find them to be correctly enrolled. Having 
been signed by the Speaker of the House and President of the 
Senate, they have been this day presented to the Governor for 
his approval: 


An act to authorize O. C. De Witt of Gonzales county, to 
construct a bridge across the Guadalupe river, near the town 
of Gonzales. 


An Act for the relief of Bazil Lamar. 
An act for the relief of Samuel B. Dickinson. 
A Joint Resolution. 


An act to amend an act to change the sixth and ninth Judi- 
cial Districts of the State of Texas, and to define the time of 
holding courts therein, approved December 18th, 1855. 

An act supplementary to and amendatory of an aet toin- 
corporate the Brazos branch Rail Road eompany, approved 
February 10th, 1854. 

An act to authorize F. B. Sawyer to construct a bridge across 
Walnut Creek, in Travis county. ` 


An act to organise the seventeenth and to re-organise the se- 
cond Judicial Districts, and to define the time of holding courts 
therein. - - 


An act defining the time of holding the district courts in 
the twelfth Judicial Districts, 


An act to authorize the Commissioner of the General Land 
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Office to issue patents upon certain surveys made on the islands 
of Mustang, Matagerda, St. J a and Hog. 

es JOHN HENRY BROWN, 

C One of Committee. 

Mr. Dancy, chairman of a select committee, made the fol- 
lowing report : : 
| The select committee appointed to consider the propriety of 
| passing the bill entitled an act creating the office of Weigher 
of cotton for certain parts in this State, have instructed me to 
recommend the following amendments: l 

1st. After the word * Calhoun” in the 3d line of section 
ist, insert the words “and at Houston in Harris county, and 
Richmond in Fort Bend county.” S 

2d. In section 3d, line 5th, strike out the word “ court” 
and insert “jury.” 

3d. In section 5th, fill the blank with the word “ 8.” 

The committee have also instructed me to recommend the 
passage of the bill as amended—report received. 

On motion of Mr. Brown, the rule was suspended and the 
bill and report taken up—amendments adupted, and bill or- 
sabe to be engrossed—rule suspended, read 3d time and 

assed. : 

2 Á On motion of Mr. Dickson of G., a Senate bill to create a 
| Lunatic Asylum, with amendments from select committee, 
| was taken up. 

On motion of Mr. Adrian, the committee’s amendments 
| were laid on the table, and bill passed to a 3d reading—rule 
D read 3d time and passed. (Mr. Kittrell in the 
| chair. 

Mr. Randolph, Chairman of the committee on claims and 


Ẹ accounts, reported recommending the paseage of a Senate bill 


E for the relief of the heirs of C. Jergins. 
= Also recommended the passage of a Senate bill for the relief 
| of Juan Delgado. 
| _ And recommended the passage of bill for the relief of John 
= G. Todd—reports received. 
| On motion of Mr. Skepard,the rule was suspensed and the 
į bill for the relief of John G. Todd, just reported, was taken 
| up and passed to a 3d reading—rule further suspended, read 
$ 3d time and passed. 
§ On motion. of Mr. Adrian, the House proceeded to the busi- 
g "ess on the Speaker’s table. 
| | A veto message of the Governor, vetoing a bill relative to 
| land titles? West of the Nueces, taken up, and the question 
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being the passage of the bill over the Governor’s veto, the 
same was put and. bill lost by the following vote: | _ 

Yeras.—Messrs.. Speaker; Adrian, Arnold, Brown, Cleveland 
of B., Crosby, Davis, Dennis, Dickson of G., Gay, Kittrell, 
Latham, McCown, McMillin, Merrick, Nickels, Norton, 
Owings, Parker of T., Pettus. Reeves, Smith of Harris, Stout, 
Throckmorton, Thompson, Truehart, Waelder, West, Williams 
of L.,.and Williams of S. A.—30 

Nays.—Messts. Ardrey, Askew, Burress, Busby, Cleveland 

-of E, Cook, Dalrymple, Dancy, Darden of G., Dickson of R. 
R., Ellison, Francis, Gaines, Hale, Hooker, Junker, King, 
Lawhon, Mabry, Martin of H; Martin ot L., Melton, Middle- 
ton, Parker of A., Parsons, Pollock, Randolph, Richardson, 
Runnels, Rushing, Selman, Shaw, Shepard, Smith of Harrison, 
Smith of N., Stedman, Sullivan, Faylor,, Tompkins,. Trigg, 
White, Witt and Worsham—48. 

Mr. Crosby, by leave, introduced a bill to relinquish the 
right of the State to certain lands therein named; réad Ist 
and second times and ordered to be engrossed—rule suspended, 
read 3d time and'passed by a vote of 58 yeas to 6 nays. 

Mr. Brown, chairman of the joint committee on enrolled 
bills, reported correctly enrolled, properly signed’ and present- 
ed for the signature of the Governor, the following bills: 

An act to incorporate the Houston Tap and Brazoria Rail. 
road company. 

An act authorizing Glover Wells to construct a Bridge across 
the east fork of the Trinity river—report received. 

Mr. Thompson, one of the committee on Finance, reported 
asfollows on a bill for the relief of Latimer & Swindells. 

The committee on Finance, to whom was referred a bill to 
be entitled “an act to pay J. W. Latimer and John W. Swin- 
dells, eighty dollars for advertising citation to W.. 8 Peters 
and others of Peters’ Emigration and Land Company, as au- 
thorized by the Attorney General of the State,” have had the 
same, together with the accompanying account of said Lati- 
mer and Swindells, and a printed-copy of said citation, under 

heir consideration, and have instructed me to report thereon 
as follows : ; 

The foundation of said claim, as stated in the title of the 
bill, is a suit instituted in the name of the State by the Attor- 
ney General, the subject matter whereof is the Colony con- 
tract, entered into between the President of tke late Repub- 
lic of Texas, and W. S. Peters and others, under the authori- 
ty of a Statute of the said Republic, entitled “an act grant- 
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ing lands to Emigrants;” ‘approved: Feb: 4th, 1841. ;. and the 
object’or end in view is to obtain a sentence or decree of nul- 
lity of said contract, and also of an‘act of the Legislature of 
the State of Texas, “passed February 10th; 1852, and herein- 
after more particularly referred to. 

“The contract ‘alludéd to is one of those denounced by an 
ordinance passed by the State Constitutional Convention on 
the 27th day of August, 1845, which declared said contract 
to be unconstititional ; and which. restricted the Leégislaturd 
of the State as to the extension of any such contract, or the 
exercise of the right of relieving any contractor ‘as to: the 
failure of conditions, or forfeitute arising from non-compliance 
| therewith. And which. likewise directed suits to be instituted 
|. bý- the Attormey General for the purpose ‘of having all such 
Colony ‘Contracts annulled. + `? 

By section 13 of the act of: May f1th, 1846; defining thediurties 
of the Attorney General of the State, ‘it was made his duty 
to institute legat ‘proceedings against all Coleony:Conttactors 
who had entered: into contracts with any Presidént of the 
Republic of Texas: And under this authority as-wellas-that 
of the ordinancé of the Convention before alluded to, the-then: 
Attorney General of-the State instituted suit against the con- 
tractors of Peters’ Colony, in’ the District Court for ava 
county. ` 

These proceedings were pending i in said court when the act of 
January 21st, 1850, was passed, which is entitled án act to 
secure to ‘all actual” settlers, in ‘Peters’ Colony, the land to 
which they are entitled as - ‘Colonists, [see Hartley’s Dig. aa., 
2229-2244.| The provisions of the ‘latter acts brought the 
rights of the contractors for the ‘Colony and those-of the Col- 
onists into direct collision ; and the Trustees of -the contract- 
ors at once instituted their suits in the District court for 
Travis County, against the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office, injoining the operation of the act. 

Both suits were pending when the act of February 10th, 


1852, entitled “an act relating to lands in Peters’ Colony 2 


was passed. This act, which will be found in the pamphlet 
laws of the 4th ' session of the Legislature, in the preamble 
thereto, recites the making of the contract, the action of the 
7 Contractors in the performance thereof, and the compromise 
| of the litigation which was proposed, and specifying the rights 
m and claims surrendered by the Empresarios, and professes to 
be enacted “for the relief of said Colonists and Company, and 
| to settle, adjust and effectually to quiet the titles to land in 
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said colony or grant.” . And by Sec. 12. it provides that upon 
the filing with the Commissioner of the General Land Office, 
by the agent of the Trustees, of the certificate of the clerk 
of the District Court of Travis county, showing that the suits 
of the Trustees of said Company against the Commissioner of 
the General land Office had been dismissed, it was thereby 
made the duty of the Attorney General of the State to dis- 
miss the suit of the Governor, for the use of the State against 
Carroll, Mercer and others, then pending in the Navarro Dis- 
trict Court. - 

The releases and relinquishments provided for by the act, 
were duly made and filed, and all the suits dismissed ; it 
having been intended as a full and final compromise and set- 
tlement of all matters in litigation in which the State, the 
Colony contractors and the Colonists were interested. And 
so it seems to have been considered by all persons save the 
Attorney General of the State. l 

Your committee are informed that in December 1853 the 
present Attorney General made a report to the Executive of 
the State, in which he suggested the institution of a new suit 
against the Colony Contractors, with the view. to re-open all 
the litigation closed by the act of 1852. This report was 
communicated by the Executive to the Legislature ; but this 
department taking a different view declined to take any action 
thereon. Againin the carly part of the present session, upon 
the suggestion of the Attorney General, a bill was introduced 
in the Senate, having for its object to authorize the institution 
of such suits, but which also failed. 

Notwithstanding these repeated failures to obtain any war- 
rant or authority from the Legislature for his action, which 
in the opinion of your Coimittee, was absolutely necessary 
inasmuch as the suit authorized by the ordinance, and the act 
of May 11th, 1846 had been instituted and terminated in the 
manner before mentioned, it seems by the copy of the citation 
accompanying the bill, that the Attorney General on the 9th 
day of April last, assuming to act under former laws, com- 
menced the proceedings in the prosecution of which the ex- 
penses have been incurred which the Legislature is now called 
upon to provide for, and appropriate money to pay. 

The committee are therefore clearly of opinion that the 
present claim is within the prohibition of Sec. 7. of Art. VII. 
of the Constitution, entitled ‘‘ General provisions,” which de- 
clares that the Legislature shall not grant by appropriation or 
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otherwise, any amount of money out of the. Treasury of the 
State to any individual on a claim, real or pretended, where 
the same shall not have been provided for by pre-existing. law. 
The committee are not aware of any existing law authorising 
the institution of said suit, or the incurring of any costs, 
charges or expenses in relation thereto. ; 

I am accordingly instructed to report the bill back to the 
House, with a reccommendation that it should be indefinitely 
postponed. . _ L. A. THOMPSON. 

A message was received from the Senate announcing to the 
House the passage of the following House bills : i 

A bill te incorporate the Mexican Gulf and Rio Grande 
Railroad Company. 

A bill for the relief of M. P. Sharp. , 

A bill to amend the Ist section of an act for the relief of 
E. B. Prater. 

A bill to create the Jamestown Academy. 

_ A bill authorizing the disposition and sale of the University 
iands, with an amendment. 

A bill to incorporate the Nueces and San Patricio Shell road 
and Bridge Company, wrth an amendment. 

A bill defining the time of holding courts in the 5th Judicial 
District, with an amendment. 

And a bill to amend an aet to incorporate the Buffalo Bayou, 
Brazos, and Colorade Railroad Company, with an amendment. 

And the following bills originating in the Senate: 

A bill amendatory of and supplemental to an act to establish 
| the Galveston and Red River Railroad Company, and several 
# acts supplemental thereto. 

| Anda bill to incorporate the Galveston Orthological club. 
E Mr. Dennis, chairman of the committee on engrossed bills, 
# reported correctly engrossed the following bills : 
A bill for the relief of Solomon R. Peck. 
A bill for the relief of Joel. Pierce. 
É A bill authorizing Jno. W. Stroud to construct a set of mills 
$ on Little Cypress. 
§ The amendments of the House to a bill to incorporate the 
| Powder Horn, Victoria and Gonzales Railroad company. 
E And a bill creating the office of Weigher of cotton in certain 
€ parts in this State. 
| _ Also a bill to incorporate the Eastern Texas and Red River 
Insurance company. 
And a bill to authorize Jno. J. Johnson to keep his mill in 
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operation: at's point on thè Colórado riyer, ‘opposite: Block (185) 

oné-hundred and “eighty-five—report aecépted. re 

Fhe: hour having arrived, the special order, vin: abill to 
quiet land titles, was ‘taken up? 

- Mr. Rushing offéred-a substitute for the bill whi, after a 
good deal of discussion, was withdrawn. 

‘On motion of Mr. Gaines, a call of the’ Hotse was: oe 

-Mr. Randolph. moved a‘ suspension of the - cal}, and called 
for tli yeas and nays, and the vote stood as follows :- 

-` YEAs.—Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Brown, Burress, 
Busby, Cook,-Cleveland ot LL.,- Tauran Dancy, Darden of 
G., Dickson. of R. R.; Dickson of G., ‘Ellison, Francis, Gay, 
Green, Hale, Hooker, Junker, King, Kittrell, Lawhon, Martin 
of H. , Mabry, McCown, McMillin, Melton, Middleton; Ochil- 
tree, Parker of A., Parker of T., Parsons, Pollock, Randolph, 
Reeves, Richardson, Runnels, Rushing, Selman, Shaw,. Shep- 
ard, Smith of Harrison, Smith of N., Stedman, Stout, ‘Sullivan, 
Tarlton, Taylor, Thompson, Trigg, White, . Waelder, Williams 
of L., Witt and Worsham—56. 

Navs.—Messra. “Arriold, Bell, Glovelana of B; Crosby, 
Davis, Dennis, Gaines, Latham, Merrick, Nickels, Norton 
‘Tompkins, Truehart and West—15. 

On motion of Mr. Davis, the call was aoai: 

Mr.:Burresg’ resolution to rescind the resolution to adjourn 
on Ist of September, was taken up and on motion of Mr. 
Adrian, laid on the table.” 
oe Parsons offered a DENNIE for the bill to quiet: land 
titles. - 

Mr. Waelder T to aini 100 copies of the ane 
On motion of Mr, Davis-a call of.the House was or der ed. 
Mr. Ochiltree asked leave to introduce a resolution. `, 

The Speaker decided it out of order during a call; and that 
no Motion would be entertained by-the chair, except a motion 
to adjourn or to suspend the cal]. Mr. Ochiltree appealed from 
the decision of the chair, and called for the yeas and nays on 
his appeal, which stood thus : 

Yras—Messrs. Arnold, Bell, Cleveland of B., Cleveland of 
L., Crosby, Dalrymple, Darden of C., Davis, Dennis, Dickson, 
of G., Ellison, Games, Gay, Green, "Hooker, J unker, King, 
Latham, MeMillin, Merrick, Nichols. Norton, Owings, Reeves, 
Shepard, Smith of H., Stedman, Sullivan, Thompson, Tomp- 
kins, Truehart, Waelder, West, White, Witt and Worsham— 
35. 

Nays—Messrs. Adrian,. Ardrey, ‘Burress, Busby, Cook, 
Dancy, Francis, Hale, Lawhon, Mabry, Martin of H., Martin, 
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of'E., Melton, Middleton, Ochiltree, Parker of A!;*Parker of T. 
Parsons, Pollock, Runnels, Rushing, Selman, Shaw, Smith of 
Hafrison, Stout, Taylor, Throckmorton, Williams of L; Wil- 
liams of S. A.—29. `- me 

~ So the House sustained ‘the Chair. 
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Mr, Réeves moved a suspension of the call, the yeas and 
nays being demanded stood thus: yeas 47, nays 21. a 
So‘the House refused to sustain the call. ~~ > 
On motion of Mr. Sullivan the call was suspended. 
Mr.‘Sullivan moved that the substitute offered by Mr. Par- 
sons be made the special order for to-morrow 10 o’clock, and 
that 100 copies be printed. © are 
Mr.. McMillin moved to lay the motion on the table, where- 
úpon the yeas and nays were called and stood thus: 
YeEas—Messrs. Ardrey, Bell, Burress, Dalrymple, Dickson 
of R. R., Dickson ot G., Francis, Hale, Hooker, Martin of H., 
McCown, McMillin, Melton, Middleton, Parker of A., Parker 
Pollo¢k, Randotph,; Runnels, Rushing, Selman, Shaw, Smith of 
Harrison, Stedman, Stout, Tarlton, Williams ot L., Williams 
of S. A. and Witt—29. i 
Nays.—Messrs. Speakér, Adrian, Arnold, Askew, Brown, 
Cleveland of : B., Cleveland of L., Cook, Crosby, Davis, Dennis, 
Ellison,-Gaines, Gay, Green, Junker, King, Latham, Martin of 
L., Merrick, Nickles, Norton, Ochiltree, Owings, Parsons, 
Reeves, Shepard, Smith of Harris, Smithof Newton, Sullivan, 
Throckmorton, Thompson, Tompkins, Trigg, Trwehart, Wyel- 
der, West, White and Worsham.—39. a 
So the House refused ‘to lay the motion on the table. ~ 
‘The motion was then adopted by the following vote: 
Yuras-—Messrs. Speaker; Adrian, Arnold, Askew, Bell Brown, 
Busby, Cleveland of B., Crosby, Danev, Davis, Dennis, Ellison, 
Gaines Gray, Green, Junker, King, Kittrell, Latham,’ Merrick, 
Nickles, Norton, Ochiltree, Owings, Parsons, Reeves, Shepard, 
Smith of Harris, Smith of N., Sullivan, Throckmorton, Tomp- 
kins, Trigg, Truehart, Waelder, West and Worsham—3s. 
Nays.—Messrs. Burress, Cleveland of L., Cook, Dalrymple, 
Dickson of R; R., Dickson of G., Francis, Hale, Hooker, Mar- 
tin of H., McCown, McMillin, Milton, Middleton, Parker of A., 
_ Pollock, Raridolph, Runnels, Rushing, Selman, Shaw, Smith of 
Harrison, Stedman, Stout, Tarlton, Taylor, Thompson, White, 
Williams of L., Williams of S. A. and Witt—381. 
“Mr. Ochiltree offered tke following resolution : 


Resolved, That articles 56, 57 and 58 of the standing rules 
of this House be repealed and rescinded, and that the following 
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ee be inserted in lieu of Article 56, of the rules of this 
ouse : | i 

«56. Thirty-five members shall be necessary to sustain a call 
of the House, the names of the members shall be ealled alpha- 
betically by the Clerk, and the absentees shall be noted, after 
Which the names of absentees shall again be called over, and 
if still absent, excuses shall be heard. The bar of the House 
shall then be closed, and those absentees for whom no sufficient 
excuse is made, may, by order of the members present, less 
than a quorum, be taken into custody as they appear, or may be 
sent for and taken into custody wherever found by the Sergant- 
at-arms, or assistant, appointed for that purpose. 

Laid on the table one day for consideration. | 

On motion of Mr. Randolph, the House adjourned til 8 
o'clock A. M. to-morrow. 
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Houses ‘or REPRESENTATIVES, 
Austin, August 28th, 1856. 

House met pursuant to adjonrnment—roll called—quo- 
tum: present. 

Journal of yesterday read and adopted. 

A message was received from the Senate, announcing the 

assage by the Sonate of the following bills originating in the 
ouge : 

A bill for the relief of William B. Jordan’s heirs. 

A billior the relief of Joel Pierce’s heirs and assigns. 

A bill for the relist of Robert S. Patton. 

A bill for the relicf of Alpheus D. Neill. 

A bill to prohibit the sale of intoxicating liquors within one 
mile around Jamestown and Starrville, in Smith county. 

A bill for the relie: of Dan’l. R. Kincheloe, Sam’] S. Mont- 
gomery and the heirs of Jesse W. Flowers, the heirs of Virgil 
A. Stewart and the heirs of John Thomas, dec’d. And 

A bill for the relief of Selomon R. Peck. 

Also, that the Senate had concurred in the amendments of 
the House to 

A bill to amend the Ist Section of an act te amend the 2d 
Tth Section of an act to organize the Supreme Court of the 
State of Texas, approved 12th May, 1846, approved November . 
30th and had passed a bill to authorize the District Courts to 
issue land certificates in certain cases, notwithstanding the objec- 
tions of the Governor. 


Mr. Cleveland of L., moved to suspend the rule and take up 
a bill for the relief of the Coshatte Indiana. 
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Mr. Throckmorton moved to amend the motion by taking up ' 
all Senate Bills that have been reported on by committee ; cat- 


ried., , - 

Mr. Ochiltree, Chairman of Committee on Judiciary, reported 
recommending the passage of a bill for the relief of Robt. 
Wilson, with the following amendment : . 

In the Caption before Robt. Wilson, insert “the heirs of,” and 
wherever it is necessary throughout the bill. 

Report accepted. 

Mr. Brown, one of Committee on State Affairs, reported, re- 
| commending the passage of A bill to create Concrete College ; 

‘report received. 

By Dancy, by leave, introduced a bill to exempt Thespian 
Societies from taxation; read Ist and 2d times and ordered te 
be engrossed, rule suspended, read 3d time and passed. 

Mr. Dennis, Chairman of Committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported, correctly engrossed, the following bills: 

A bill prescribing the manner of entering Land Certificates 
or scrip, and to prohibit the lifting and floating the same; and 

A bill to incorporate the city of Lavaca. 

Mr. Shaw, Chairman of Committee No. 1, on Private Land 
Claims, made the following reports : 

Recommended the passage of a bill for the relief of Eliza- 
beth Reed. ~ 
| Reported back for the action of the House A bill for the 
| relief of Jane Lockheart. 
$ Reported for the consideration of the House, A Senate bill 
| for the relief of the heirs of Samuel Washburn; and reported 
| back without examination or action, the following Senate bills : 
| A bill for the relief of Mandrid Wood. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Margaret Culbertson. 

A bill for the reliet of Jno. B. Webb. | 

A bill for the relief of Jacob L. Standifer. 

A bill for the relief of Jno. Bailey. 

A bill for the relief of James Latham. 

A bill for the relief of John Todd and Chas. Stanley. 

A bill for the relief of Mary Smith, dec’d. 

A bill for the relief of John Marshall, dec’d. 

A bill for the relief of Andrew J. Cunningham, 

5 A bill supplementary to an act for the relief of James W. 
| Magoffin and Hugh Stephenson ; report received. 

A message was received from the Senate, announcing the 
passage of the following bills, originating in the Senate ; 

A bill for the relief of John Dillon, Jr. 
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. A bt for the relief of W. H. Mayo, C.F. Whittington and 


M. L. Olare; and 

That the Senate had appointed Messrs. Bryan, Burroughs 
and Scarborough, a Select committee on ‘the méssage of the 
Governor, relative to the late act of Congress, in relation to the 
Public Debt of Texas, and request the appointment of a like 
committee on the part of the House: l l 

Mr. Cleveland of B., offered the following resolution : : 

Resolved, That the Chief Clerk is hereby required to make 
out the certificate for the per dier of the Hon. Jacob Waelder, 
from the Ist day of the present session. - l OA 

Mr. Adrian.proposed to substitute as follows : ’. . 

"Resolved, That members of the House of Representatives, 
who have beer excused from-atténdance thereon, on account of 
sickness in their.families, and have returned to. their seats, be 
entitled to their per diem pay asif in attendance, and that the 
Chief Clerk be required’to draw his drafts in their favor upon 
the Treasurer for the same, and that the Hon. Mr. Locke, be 
included in the provisions of this resolution; adopted... ~ 

Mr. Stedman proposed to amend the resolution by, inserting 
after “Waelder” and all other members; laid on the tablé. 

Mr. Sullivan offered the following as a substitute for the re- 
solution : l ae 

That if. any member of the 6th Legislature or any. of their 
families be sick, during the term for which they. were elected, 
so as to prevent them from attending-to their business, the 
State shall pay them for all losses in consequence thereof; laid 
pn the table. 2 

Mr. Sullivan moved to lay the original resolution and all the 
amendments and substitutes on thetable; carried by a vote of 
BS yeas to 24 nays. Sie & 

Mr. Smith of Harris, Chairman of Committee on Public 
Debt, reported recommending the passage of a Senate Bill for 
the relief of S. W. Pipkin. p ; 

Also recommended the passage of a Senate bill for the relief 
of Geo. Gordon, with the following amendment : 

In Section ist, 2d line, strike out “2” and insert “1.” 

Reports received. 

On motion of Mr. Francis, the rule was suspended, and a 
bill for the relief of Asa Dossett, was taken up and passed toa 
8d reading; rule suspended, bill read 8d time and passed. 


On motion of Mr. Dancy, Mr. Green was excused trom at- 
tendance on the House, from and after Saturday next: 
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Fhe following bills with amendments from the Senate were 
taken, up and Senate amendments concurred in. 

A bill to define the time of holding Courts in the 5th J udi- 
cial District. 

A bill to incorporate the Nueces and San Patricio Shell 
Read Company. 

A bill to authorize the disposition of, and sale of the Uni- 
versity Lands. 

‘A bill to amend an act to incorporate the Buffalo Bayou, 
Brazos and Colorado Railroad company. 

A bill to require the District Clerk of the county of Harri- 
son, to apportion causes on the docket of the District Court. 

A bill for the relief of John .T. Miller; assignee, 

A bill for the relief of Solomon R. Peck. 

The House refused to pass over the Governor’ s veto, A bill to 
, authorize -the District Courts to issue land.certificates in certain 
cases, by the following vote :. 

Yras—Messrs. Arnold, Askew. Cleveland of L., Cook, Dar- 
den of C.. Dickson ot R. R., Gaines, Gay, Green, Hooker, 
Junker, King, Mabry, Martin of H., McCown, Melton, Mer- 
riek, Middleton,. Parker of À., Par ker of T., Pettus, Poag, 
Randolph, Reeves, Richar dson, Shaw, Smith of Harrison, 
Stedman, Throckmorton, Thompson, Trnehart, West, Williams 
of S. A., Williams of L.—36. 

Navs—Messrs. Speaker, Burress, Busby,. Cleveland of B., 
Dancy, Darden. of G., Ellison, Kittrell, Latham, Law- 
hon, Martin of L. , Norton, Richardson, Runnels, Selman, Shep- 
ard, Smith- of Harris, Stout, Sullivan, Tarlton, Tompkins, 
Trigg, Waelder, White, Witt and Worsham—26. 

Mr. Cook, one ot a Select committee, reported as follows: 

The Select committee to which was referred. the petition of 
Dan’l Martindale, praying compensation for services rendered 
during the war, respectfully refer to the testimony of Gover- 
nor A.C. Hor ton, and recommend the- passage of the accom- 
panying-bill for-his.relief; report received. 

Mr. Brown, one of the committéc on Enrolled Bills, made 

the following report :- 
COMMITTEE ` Room, ? 
Avsiin, Aug. 28th, 1856. 


To the Honorable H. P. Bee, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives :- 


The Joint committee on Enrolled Bills, have examined.the 
following and find them correctly enrolled. Having been 
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signed by the Speaker of the House and President of the Sen- 
` ate, ny were this day presented to the Governor for his ap- 
roval : 
: An act for the relief of Mercer Fain, Senior, and William 
M. Hewitt. i . 

An act to incorporate the Texas Insurance and Saving Fund 
Association. 

An act for the relief of the heirs of John B. Adams and 
Amn Adams. ~ 

An act authorizing the sale of a portion of the Bonds now 
in the Treasury of the State. 

An act for the relief of Francis Blundell. 

An act to‘amend the first section of an act entitled an act to 
amend the second and seventh sections of an act entitled an 
act to organize the Supreme Court of the State of Texas, ap- 
proved the 12th of May, 1846, approved November 30th, 1850. 

An act for the erection of a Lunatic Asylum. rs 

An act to incorporate Jamestown Academy. 

An act to amend the first section of an act for the relief of 
E. P. Prater. 

An act for the relief of John G. Todd. ° 

An act for the relief of M. P. Sharp. 

An act to incorporate the town of Augusta. 

An act for the relief of Robert S. Patton. 

An act for the relief of Daniel R. Kincheloe,Sam’l S. Mont- 
gomery, the heirs of Jesse W. Flowers, the heirs of Virgil A. 
Stewart.and the heirs of John Thomas, deceased. 

JOHN HENRY BROWN, 
One of Committee. 

Report accepted. 

‘Mr. Pollock, one of the Committee No. 2 on Private Land 
Claims, reported recommending the indefinite postponement of 
a bill to require the Commissioner of the General Land Office 
to issue a patent to Haynes Crabtree.—Report received. 

Mr. Ardrey, one of Committee on Claims and Accounts, 
made the following reports: 

Recommended the passage of-a bill for the relief of David 
M. Fulton. . 

Recommended the reference of a bill for the relief of Alexan- 
der Horton, to the Court.of Claims. 

And a bill for the relief of Edward Teal, to said Court. 

Reports received. 

The following Senate bills were taken up, and passed to 3d 
reading, rule suspended, read 3d time, and passed. 
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Joint resolution proposing an amendinentto the Constitution, 

assed by a vote of 53 yeas to 7 nays. = ` 

A bill requiring the Governor to cause the unlocated balance 
of the university lands to be surveyed. | 

A bill to repeal an act to provide for the issuance of bounty 
and donation land warrants, to persons entitled to the same. 

A bill to incorporate the Galveston Rope, Cordage, and Cot- 
ton Manufacturing company, passed by a two-third vote. 

A bill to incorporate Milam Lodge No. 23, I. O. O. F., passed 
by a two-third vote.” ae 

A bill for the protection of the lands that have been, or may 
hereafter be granted for purposes of education. 

And a bill fixing the compensation for saving cotton found 
in any of the waters of this State, or on the coast thereof, in the 
Gulf of Mexico. i 

A joint resolution concerning public printing, with report 
from Committee on Public Printing, recommending amend- 
ments—taken up, and report of Committee adopted. 

Mr. Thompson offered a substitute for the 3d section—-adopt- 
ed, and the following amendment: 

Strike out all after the word “day,” in the 6th line, 2d sec- 
tion—adopted. 

And bill passed to 3d-reading, rule suspended, read 3d time, 
and passed. ' 

A Senate bill authorizing the U. S. Marshal of the District 
of Texas, to use the jails of the various counties of the State for 
certain purposes. - 

Mr. Cleveland of L., proposed to amend by inserting “and 
penitentiary ,”—adopted. 

And bill passed to 3d reading, rule suspended, bill read 3d 
time, and passed. i F 

- Mr. Ardrey, one of the Committee on Enrolled Bills, made 
the following report: 


COMMITTEE Room, l 
Aug. 28th, 1856. 
To the Honorable H. P. Bee, 
Speaker of the House of Representatiwes : 


The Committee on Enrolled Bills have examined an act to 
adopt and establish a Penal Code for the State of Texas, and 
find the same correctly enrolled; the bill however has the fol- 
lowing interlineations, which they think it their duty to note: 
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Page. 2, article 22, line Ist, one interlineation. r 
4 49, < Ist, E 
cc éc cc te Əd : . 
coy et 6 nz; od. i: oOo (oc 
($4 g (a4 101. <4 3q. cg i te 
éc 10. cc 115, ‘<4 rth ce " K 
(4 11 f. 126, « Od ? c cc 
tc 15 c 181. cc. d ce e? 
cc 16. £g. 188, ce 3d ec ec 
ec 16. ce 192. a4 od. ‘74 c6 
4 18, cc 215, c< “3d, c< cc 
cc 22, c< 253, ce 6th; ce a 
$e 26, g4 294, «c Ist, a4 «6 
: {3 28, c< 323, cc Ist, CC be 
: ce 29, cc 329, (44 2d, cc cc 
| & 30 « 341 ce 2d, cc <4 
T te 34. O K 385, íc 2d, 6c ct 
€c 35,- ce 394, c4 lst, cc c< 
co 35 « 396 “ Ist cc <4 
: ce 35, cc 400. cc 3d 44 co 
H c< 37, ee 415, ce 3d, cé l <4 an ` 
éc 38, cc 432, cc lst, cc c4 


43, OO 488, SE 4th, two interlineations. 
45, “ 532, “ Ist, one interlineation. 
£< 47 (Es 554, éc 12th, ce. ee. 


ce 48. ce 564. 44 7th, cc ct 
6G 48, <4 570, <4 2d, &e c¢ 
£< 49, ce 573, (<4 3d, c¢ EAS 
7 50, ce 600, c6 2d, <4 “ee 
£ 52, <4 615, <4 4th, - €¢ . <4 
<4 65, cc 786, éc 2d, tc 74 
e¢ 66, fe 800, ce 14th, 6¢ ce 
<4 67, ce 800, ce 23d, cc <4 


The above named bill has been signed by the e of 
`” the House of Representatives, and the President of the Senate, 
and was this day presented to the Governor for his approval. 
i - J. M: ARDREY, - 
One of the Committee. 

Report accepted. 

A bill entitled “A bill changing the boundaries of the coun- 
ties of Calhoun, Victoria, and Refugio”—read, and passed to 
a 3d reading, rule suspended, read 3d time, and passed. 

A bill entitled “Ar act relating to the ‘duties-of Assessors 
and Collectors:of Taxes,’ —taken úp.. 
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bill. : 
The House refused to postpone by a vote of 20 yeas to 47 
nays, and bill then passed to a 3d reading. 


Mr. Adrian moved to amend the bill by inserting “that this 


act shall not take effect until the 25th day of December 
" next.” 


House refused to adopt the amendment. 

Mr. Reeves offered the following amendment : 

“ That it shall be the duty of the County Court to furnish 
said Assessor and Collector with all blanks necessary to carry 
out the provisions of this bill.” 
` On motion of Mr. Waelder, the previous question was or- 
dered, which being on adoption of amendment of Reeves, the 
same was put, and-the House refused to adopt the amendment. 
` Question on final passage of the bill, the same was put, and 
passed by the following vote : 

YeEas—Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Arnold, Busby, Cleveland 
of B., Crosby, Darden of C., Davis, Ellison, Francis, Gay, 
Hale, Junker, Kittrell, Lawhon, Martin of L., McCown, 
McMillin, Melton, Merrick, Middleton, Ochiltree, Pettus, 
Poag, Pollock, Randolph, Richardson, Rushing, Selman, Shaw, 
Shepard, Smith of Harris, Taylor, Thompson, Trigg, Truchart, 
and West—37. 

Nays—Messrs. Ardrey, Brown, Burress, Cleveland of L., 
Cook, Dennis, Dickson of R. R., Gaines, Hooker, King, Mar- 
tin of H., Parker of A., Parker of T., Parsons, Reeves, Sted- 
man, Sullivan, Taylor, Throckmorton, White, Williams of L., 
Williams of §. A., and Witt—23. 

An act for the relief of the Coshattee Indians—taken up. 

Mr. Smith of Harris, moved to insert the name of H: Wash- 
ington, as one of the Commissioners. 

On motion of Mr. Cleveland of L., motion of Mr. Smith of 
arris, laid on the table. 

Mr. Davis offered the following amendment : 

Amend section Ist, by striking out “ Polk county,” wherever 

t occurs in the bill. - o 

Main question ordered, which being on adoption of amend- 
ent, the same was put, and the House refused to adopt by a 
ote of 14 yeas to 50 nays. l 
Bill then passed to 3d reading, rule suspended, read 3d time, 
nd passed by a two-third vote. ` et. 


A’ messagé was received from the Senate, informing the 
35 
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Mr. Dickson of R. R., moved to: indefinitely. postpone ‘the: 
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House of the passage of. the following bill, originating, in: the 
Senate : ' 

A bill amendator y of, and, supplementary to an act to incor- 
porate the Sabine. and. Rio Grande Railroad company; approv- 
ed Feb.:6, 1854. eae 

And the Senate has- soncaried in the amendments’ of the 
House to a bill for the support of schools; ` 7 

And to a bill concerning the public printing. 

And transmitted to the .House, Executive: communication 
informing the ‘Legislature that the: United States: Congress 
had passed an act extending the time for the payment of the 
Texas Debt, (under the act of Congress of the 28th of Feb., 
1855,) until the Ist day of January, 1857—after which time 
any. residue of the fund of $7,750,000 is to-be divided among 
all the creditors whose. claims are filed with the Secretary of 
the Treasury, up to that date; and that the Senate had ap- 
pointed Messrs. Bryan, Burroughs, and. Scarborough, as a 
Joint Committee: > 

Mr. Trigg,. by leave,’ introduced a bill to “authorize the Buf- 
falo Bayou, Brazos and Colorado Railroad Company to change 
its location, and maintain a branch—-read Ist and. 2nd times, 

Mr. Thoxckmorton in the’chair.]-« 
fr, Sullivan moved to refer the bill te Committee’ on Inter- 
nal Improvements—Lost. 

Bill ordered to be engrossed by the folowing) vote: 34 yeas 
tò 31 DAYS». A 
i Po ‘lock eilled up a bill, for: the relief. be Tose Maria 

ora. « 

Mr. Waelder madé this point of order, viz: That ae thirds 
had not voted to suspend the rale; and mal the bill. was im- 
propetly before the House. i 

The Speaker ruled against the point— - 

Whereupon, Mr. Waelder appealed, and the Houge ENT 
the Speaker. 

Bill read 2nd time, and on motion of Mr. Ochiltree, post 
poned till 74 o'clock, P, x. 

A message -was then received from the Governor. 

Mr. Parsons, one of the Committee on engrossed bills, re- 
ported correctly engrossed, à bill relinquishing the right of the 
State to certain lands therein named. 

Mr. Crosby offered the following joint resolution : 

. Whereas, Before this Legislature méets again, Franklin 
Pierce, now President of the United States, will have retired 
to the shades of „private life. Its members cannot go to-theit 
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own homes without leaving this. tégtiznonial of their apprecia- 
tion -of those éxalted: public services which have. conferred 
horor on his hame, and ‘those virtues which have endeared him 
to, his country ; therefore, =o °° ; 


ad uJ 


by wisdom, firmness- and patriotism. -000.0 o 
tesalved, That his message at’ the, commencement of the 
present session of Congress, 18 ong of the ablest, most fearless 


expositions of. the rights of the South, which grace our State 


e 


papers;-resulting from a-profeund knowledge of the Consti- 
tution; and an ardent Jove ‘fot these harmonies which confer 
on it essential virtue as a compact of amity and brotherly 
love, without which it must be a .curse and reproach to our 
country. 

| Be it further resolved, That the message im question is 
characterized by much of the philosophy of Calhoun, the dis- 
crimination of Madison, and the graceful perspecuity of Jef- 
ferson, as unfolded in the very best of their State papers, and. 
is, Moreover, marked by .a bravery and disdain of popular 
clamor, which proudly distinguishes him as the standard bearer 
and exponent of their principles, 

That the history- of the government will point to Franklin 
Pierce as a man who, in the turbulence of faction and fana- 
ticism, has dared to do his duty—that he carries with hin, 
into.the retirement of his domestic circle, the respect, confi- 
dence and esteem of the people of Texas, and that the Secre- 
tary-of State be required to transmit to President. Pierce. a 

copy of these resolutions, . ` l . ; ' 
| Read ist and 2nd times, and ordered to be engrossed by tie 
following vote:. . a a! a, i 

Yras—-Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, Askew, 
Bell, :Brown, Cleveland of B., Cook, Crosby, Dancy, Darden of 
C., Davis, Dennis, -Dickson of G., Francis, Gaines, Hooker, 
King, Kittrell, Latham, McMillin, Melton, Merrick, N ickels, 
Ochiltree, Owings, Parker of A., Parker of T., Parsons, Poag, 
Randolph, Reeves, Rushing, Selman, Shaw, Smith of. Harris, 
Smith of N., Stout, Sullivan, Taylor, Thompson, Tompkins, 
Trigg, Truehart, Waelder, White, Williams of L., Williams of 


That the administration of. Franklin: Pierce has. been marked 


w 


of H, Martin of L. Middleton, Norton, Smith of ‘Harrison A 
Stedman, Tarlton , Throckmorton, West, and Worsham—19. 


` Be it resolved by ihe Legislature - of the State of Tewas, 
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On motion of Mr. Taylor, the rule was further suspended, 

read 3rd time, and passed by the following vote: ` . 

` Yxras—Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, Askew, 
Bell, ‘Bonner, Browa, -Cleveland of B., Cook, Crosby, 
Dancy, Darden of C., Davis, Dennis, Dickson of G., Francis, 
Gaines, Gay, Hooker, King, Kittrell, Latham, Lawhon, MeMil- 
lin, Melton, Merrick, Nickels, Ochiltree, Owings, Parker of A., 
Parker of T., Parsons, Poag, Randolph, Reeves, Rushing, Sel- 
man, Shaw, Smith of Harris, Smith of N., Stout, Sullivan, ‘Tay- 
lor, Thompson, Tompkins, Trigg, Truehart, Waelder, White, 
Williams of L., Williams of S. A., and Witt—53. 

Nays—Meessrs. Burress, Busby, Cleveland of L., Dalrymple, 
Darden of G., Dickson of R. R., Hale, Junker, Mabry, Martin 
of H., Martin of L., McCown, Middleton, Norton, Pettus, Rich- 
ardson, Sinith of Harrison, Stedman, Tarlton, Throckmorton, 
West, and Worsham—20. 

On motion, the House adjourned till 74 o’clock, P. m. 

T O’Crocx, P. M. 
- House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present. 

Mr. Dalrymple introduced a bill supplemental to an Act 
creating the 17th, and organizing the 2nd Judicial District — 
read Ist and 2nd times—— 

Mr. West proposed to amend as follows: 

Provided that thereafter the Courts id counties shall be 
beld in accordance with the provisiogs of the original Act. 

Adopted—bill ordered to be engrossed—rule suspended, 
read 3rd time, and passed. 

A message was received from the Senate announcing the 
passage of a House bill for the relief of J. H. Barnard. 

On motion of Mr. Ochiltree, a bill for the relief of the As- 
signees of Jose Maria Mora again taken up, and ordered to be 
engrossed—rule suspended, read 3rd time, and passed. . 

essrs. Bonner, McCown, Pettus, Darcy, Lawhon, and Rich- 
ardson asked and obtained leave to record their votes on the 
joint resolution, endorsing the administration of President 
Pierce—Messrs. Bonner, Dancy and Lawhon voting yea, and 
Messrs. McCown, Pettus and Richardson voted nay. 


Mr. Tarlton offered the following resolution: 


© 


Resolved, That a Committee of five be appointed by the 
Speaker, invested with power to propound the same interroga- 
tories to the Committee heretofore appointed on bribes and 
bribery,:and said committee have propounded to their fellow 
members. E aooo E 


» 
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Mr. Stedman proposed to amend by striking out “five,” and 
inserting “one.” 7 


.Qn motion ot Mr. Merrick, the resolution and amendments 


s 


were laid on the table. l ~ 

Mr. Williams of L., one of the Committee on Private Land 
Claims No. 1, reported, recommending the passage of a Senate 
bill for the relief of certain persons therein named. 

Report received. l 

A bill to require the return of unconditional certificates to 
the General Land Office, with report from Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands, taken up. l : 

Mr. Witt proposed to amend by striking out all that related 
to the Pacific Reserve. , ° 

Mr. Stedman proposed to substitute by striking out both pro- 
visos—Adopted. 

Mr. Ardrey proposed to amend by striking out “1st January, 
1857,” and insert “Ist August, 1857”— 

ARE ia and bill passed to 3rd reading—read 3rd time, and 
passed. i 

On motion of Mr. Waelder, the following Executive commu- 
nication was taken from the Speaker’s table, and read : 


EXECUTIVE OFFICE, 
Austin, Texas, 27th August, 1856. 


Pd 


Gentlemen of the Senate 


and House of Representatives : 


I transmit herewith, for the information of the Legislature, 
a letter from James B. Shaw, Esq., Comptroller of Public 
Accounts, which was received at this office last evening, from 
which it will be seen that the United States Congress has 
passed an act extending the time for the payment of the Texas 
Deébt, (under the act of Congress of the 28th of February, 
1855,) until the Ist day of January, 1857, after which time, 
any residue of the fund of $7,750,000 00 is to be divided 
among all the creditors whose claims are filed with the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, up to that date. 

The effect of this act of Congress, will be, to cut off from 
any payment whatever, all those creditors whose claims may 
not be filed with the Secretary of the Treasury, previous to 
the Ist day of January, 1857. 

Our act accepting the act of Congress of the 28th day of 
February, 1855, was purposely framed so as to prevent such a 
result. Our act recapitulates the amount and description of 
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debt which,we considered,as coming within the provigions of 
the act of Congress, of the 28th‘of February; 1855, and, then 
consented, that the $7,750,000. 00 appropriated, by : Congr see 
should be apportioned pro rata among the holders of the debt 
so recapitulated. a = 


It was foreseen by us, that a portion. of the debt’ might not 
be presented at the United States Treasury within, the time 
limited, and our act of acceptance was thus framed, in order 
that the pro rata of: those creditors whose claims might:not be 
filed in time, should remain in the United States Treasury, .to 
be paid to them whenever they should afterwards file- their 
claims. Bel pies a ee a 

This view of the subject was fully presented-by me to the 
Secretary of the Treasury, in a letter of the 5th of February 
last, inclosing him a certified copy of our act of acceptance. 
- A copy of this letter is herewith transmitted... __.. - 

I also transmit á letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
dated Ist March, 1856,in reply to my letter of the 5th of 
February, in which he expresses his concurrence with. -the 
construction placed by us upon said act of Congress, and at 
the expiration of the time limited for the presentation of the 
Debt, he proceeded to apportion the fund of $7,750,000 00 
among all the creditors.described in our act of acceptance, and 
paid those whose claims were presented to him in accordance 
with that apportionment, retaining in the Treasury the pro - 
vata of those whose claims had not been presented. 

The amount of the fund thus retained’in the Treasury, be- 


> 
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longs justly to those creditorsiwhose. claims were not filed in $ 


time, and neither the Secretary of the. Treasury, nor Congress, 
have any legal right to make any other application: of it. 
These claims are equally as meritorious as those which : were 
filed in time and received their pro rata.  ’ * ee 
I concur fully with the opinion expressed .by Mr, Shawin 
his letter, that this act of Congress, diverting the residue of 
this fund from the payment‘of -those creditors whose elaims 
were not filed in time, is a violation of our act of acceptance, 
and that the Legislature should protest against it and’ declare 
that we hold the United States responsible, for diverting this 
residue of the fund from the purposes to which it is applicable, 
under our act of acceptance. ee TTE 
This matter is submitted to your consideration;, with the 
full belief that you will take such action in regard to it, before 
your adjournment, as the honor of our State seems-to demand. 
en ee i E. M. PEASE. 
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GPs. Aas >U o >. EXECUTIVE OFFICE, Y. 
‘eo. ASTIN, “Texas, Sth Feb., 71856: l i 
-Mm :—I sendiyou enclosed-a certified copy of a law.of thig 
State, -entitled.““.An. Act- giving théassent of the State:of 
Texas, to “An Act-to provide for the payment: of such’ ‘credi« 
tors of: :the late’ Republic of. Texas, .as are comprehended’. in 
the act of Congress of September 9th,” 1850; which-was passed. 
at the second session of the Thirty-third Congress- of -the 
United States, approvéd February 28th, 1855.” ee a 
You will perceive that this law declares, that the ostensible 
amount of the debt:of the late: Republic: of Texas, which, 
under the report of: Mr. Corwin, and the opinion’of’ Mr. Cúsh- 
ing, comes within the provisions of the act of the 9th of Sep- 
tember, 1850, with interest thereon, according tothe” laws of 
Texas, is ten millions, seventy-eight thousand, ‘seven’ hundred 
and three dollars and twenty-one cents, and also ` describes the 
character of the present evidences of this debt, and that it 
then provides, that the State of Texas assents to the act of 
Congress of the 28th of February, 1855, with the said decla- 
ration of the debts that she understands to be embraced in its 
provisions, and among which, the said sum of séven millions, 
seven hundred and fifty thousand dollars, are to be apportioned. 


pro Tata. — Pe ae a ee 
We believe this to be the true construction ofthe act of the- 


28th of February, -1855, and that it is the construction you, 
will place upon it.. Under this construction, should any of the 


creditors fail to-file their evidences of debt, at the Treasury - 


Department, within the time limited, their pro rata amount 
of the fund will remain in the United States Treasury, and. 
can be paid to them whenever their evidences- may be after- 
wards presented ; any other construction than this might re- 
sult in giving the entiré seven millions, seven hundred and fifty 


- thousafid doHars,‘ to a part of the creditors who may file their 


claims within the time limited, for this debt is diffused into so 
many hands, that it is nearly certain, all will not be advised 
of the provision for its payment, in time to file their claims. . 

The statement of the. amount of the debt and interests, 
may be relied on, as entirely correct, and also of the character 


of the present evidences of it; they were ‘prepared with gteat’ 


care by the Comptioller of this State, who has been connected 


with the Treasury of Texas since 1837, and is perfectly fami- ` 
Har with the history of this debt. It includes every debt that 


either Mr. Corwin or Mr. Cushing considered to be within the 
provisions of the act of 9th September, 1850. . 
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- You will also perceive that while Texas withdraws and 
abandons all ¢laims and demands against the United States, 
growing out of Indian depredations or otherwise, whieh origi- 
nated on or before the 28th of February, 1855, there is a pro- 
viso attached, “that this abandonment shall not apply to 
claims of individuals for losses of property by the enemy.” 

This proviso was entirely unnecessary, and I do not think it 
afiects the abandonnient; for Texas was not required to with- 
draw or abandon any claims belonging to individuals, but only 
such as the State might have. ; 

I trust you will agree with the construction that Texas has 
placed upon the act of the 28th of February, 1855, and will 
consider yourself authorized to give effect toit, without. the 
necessity of any further action of Congress. oo 

I shall be pleased to learn your views in regard to this law, 
as early as convenient, and should you proceed to act under it. 
I wish you to send me the form of releases that will be required, 
before payments will be .made,. and state how they must be 
authenticated. i m 

. You areaware, I presume, that a large number of the forge- 
rieg of the evidences of this Débt, are in circulation; to-detect 
these, the Comptroller of. this State will visit Washington, be- 
fore any one of them are paid; nearly all of these evidences 
were issued since he has been connected with the Treasury of 
Texas; he is familiar withthe handwriting of all -the officers 
by whom they were signed, and can readily detect all the 
forgeries. I have the honor to be, 

.. Very respectfully, 
Your ob’t servant, _ 

| E. M. PEASE. 

To James Guturi, Esa., 
Secretary of the Treasury. | 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT. / 
March Ist, 1856, § 


Sir :-—l have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the 
Act of the State of Texas, with your letter of the 5th ult. 

A copy of the official notice issued by this Department, on 
the 27th ult., is herewith enclosed, appended to which you 
will find the form of the release which you request. The 
terms of the notice sufficiently show my concurrence with your 
agneurrence of the Act of Congress. 

It being expected that the claimants will immediately com- 
mence filing claims, under this act, this Department desires 
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to investigate and pass upon them as speedily as may be, pre- 
paratory to the payments to be made, at the time prescribed 


by the notice. It is therefore desirable that the officer you: 


propose to send hither, to examine and verify the original evi- 
dences of debt, should come as soon as convenient. 
Very respectfully, 
Your Obedient Servant, 
JAMES GUTHRIE, 


Secretary of the Treasury.. 
His Excellency E. M. Pease, 


Governor of Texas, Austin. “ 


; Wasuineron, Aug. 18, 1856. 
To Governor E M. Pease, 


Austin, Texas. 


Congress has passed an Act extending the time for the pay- 
ment of Texas Claims, until January, ’57, and divides the 
balance, then on hand, amongst the creditors who have been 
settled with. This is a violation of the Act of acceptance by 
Texas. The Legislature should pass an Act against such a. 
course, and stating that the United States will be held liable 
for diverting any portion of. the funds from the purposes, as. 
stipulated by Texas in her Legislative Act of acceptance. 

| -- JAS. B. SHAW. © 
“On motion of Mr. Brown, referred to Select Committee of 


vR. ' 

Mr. Throckmorton moved to suspend the rule requiring Sen- 
ate bills reported by Committees, to be taken up—Lost. 

Mr.Ochiltree moved a reconsideration of the vote refusing 
to pass the bill to amend an act to perfect land titles in Castro’s 
Colony, *yproved 22nd January, 1850. - 

Mr. Gaites moved to lay the motion on the table— 

Whereupon the yeas and nays were called, and stood 32 
yeas to 32 nay, l 

So the House~efused tolay the motion on the table. 

The question thn being to reconsider the vote, the same was 
put, and stood 34 Yas to 32 nays. 7 i 

So the vote was retongsidered. 

Mr. Ochiltree proposd to amend by striking out all after the 
Ist section, excepting thetwo last lines of the 5th section 
Adopted. : 

Mr. Stedman proposed to mend as follows : 
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. Provided that po certificates. ghall issue ander, the provisions 
of this act, to.said:contractor, unless he aball. prove to the, patis- 
faction of the Commissioner. of the :General;Land Office, by:the 
oaths of two creditable: witnesses that he was fully . complied 
with his contract with the ,.@overnment and-the colonista; ‘nor 
shall_any certificate issue-under this act; to any colonist, unless 
it be in like manner proved thatguch colonist has ingood faith 
performed all the conditions imposed upon him by the laws 
under which he claims, , 

On motion of Mr. Waelder, the previous question .was. arder- 
ed, which was the adoption or rejection of the amendment. ` 

The yeas and nays were called for, and stood 36 yeas to 31 
WOVE: 2 or eee: fe Pe el. 

So the amendment was rejected—it requiring two-thirds to 
amend. a 

The question being. upon the ‘final passage of the bill, the 
yeas and nays were called for and stood thus: > — < 
~ Messrs. Speaker, Adrian, Arnold, Brown,,Cleveland of-B., 
Cook, Darden of:C., Davis, Dickson of G., Gay, King, ‘Kit- 
trell, Latham, Martin’ of L., McCown; McMillen, . Merrick, 
Nickels, Norton, Ochiltree, Owings, Parker of T., Parsons, 
Randolph; Reeves, Runnels; Throckmorton; Thompson; True- 
hart, Waelder, White, Witt and. Worsham, 33—nays, ‘Ardrey, 
Askew, Bell, Burress,” Busby,’ Cleveland ‘of - Iz, Datrymple; 
Dancy, Darden of G., Dennis, Dickson of ‘R.,-Gaines, Hale, 
Hooker, Junker, Lawhon, Mabry, Martin of H., Melton, Par- 
ker of A., Richardson; Rushing, Selman, Shepard, Smith of 
Hn., Smith of N., Stedman, Sullivan, Tarlton, Taylor, Tomp- 
kins, Trigg, West, Williams of L:,‘and Williams of S. A.—85. 

So the House refused to pass-the’Bilk © 2.0 262 Cu os 
- Mr. Throckmorton moved to suspend the rule and takeup a 
Senate Bill for the relief of Wm. Rallings—carried. 7 4 >. 

On motion of Mr. Dickson ‘of G., the resolution xlative to 
appointing a Committee to examine the Investigatixg Commit- 
fee, was taken up. ` Ea 
i Mr. Davis moved to adjourn till 8 o'clock,- A,M. to-morrow. 

ost. ot PE _ 

Mr. Thompson proposed the following as + Substitute for the 
Resolution : | aes . ae 

Resolved, That the speaker examine il; the presence of the 
House, the members of the Special‘ C-nmittee of nine, on the 
resolution of inquiry, as to certain eports of bribery and-cor- 
ruption in the passage of the Pube Debt Bill, upon the same 
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intersagejonics Whicker propounded: tothe «embara ofpfhe 
House, of: Representatives. t -a tr n ya eaten as ha 
Fas me t ? wee bs rat yee sanogi Le MG ao a ahve 3 
Mr. Thompson proposed to ämend the: gubstitute ‘as follows ; 
And any other interrogatories whick may. .be suggested ‘by the 
Speaker or any member. —* Pos eee 
Mr. Latham moved to lay.the resolution and. amendments on 
the table—carried, nee Ea a et 
Bill for. the relief of: Wm. Rawlings, taken ug-and passed to 
a third reading—read third time and passed., > os. v 
Mr, Cook moved to.suspend rule and také up, bill to incorpo- 
rate the town.of..Mt. Pleasant—carried; read and passed/to 


third’ reading—rule suspended, . read. third. time and pagsed - 


by two-third vote. <: — ; E E E ee 
On motion of Mr. Parsons, a bill to incorporate the Henger- 
son and Logansport Railroad Company—taken up and passed 
by a two-third vote. A ee PN ROPO 
_ On motion of Mr. -Darden'of G., the rule was suspended; 
and a bill for the relief of Geo. P. Dikes taken up—read second 
time and ordered to be engrossed—rule suspended, read, third 
time and passed... Sa. Bae BO ae =o 
On motion of Mr. Junker, the rule was suspended and a bill 
to incorporate.the Sabine and Galveston Bay Railroad and 
Lumber Company—read first: and second times and passed to 
third reading—rule further suspended—read third time and 
passed: by two-third vote. >| ° ©% me Pe ee es ea 
~ On motion of Mr. Martin of L., rule suspended and a bill to 
incorporate Concrete College taken up—read 2d time and 
passed to third reading; rule suspended, read 3d timeand passed, 
‘The Speakér announced - Messrs. Waelder, Smith of H., 
Dickson, Stedman and Throckmorton, Committee on Execu- 


r 
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tive Communication. a : 


_A message was received from the Senate announcing to thé 
House the passage of a Howe, bill to incorporate Mantua 
Institute. 9-8 a7 

Mr. Dancy by leave, introduced a bill to purchase a buildin 
for an Institution for the Blind and Deaf and Dumb—rea 


a 
ard 


first time. T l 


oe refused under the rule to put the bill upon its second 

reading. ` oa 

On Ce, ‘Mr. Reeves, the rule was suspended and a-þill 

for the relief of Wm: Foreman and John Little, taken up. - 
Mr. Smith of Hs., one of the Committee. on Internal .{m- 

provements, asked leave to report on the petition of T. Jeffer- 

son Chambers—granted and report read. - 
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Mr. Randolph, Chairman of Committee on ‘Claims and Ac- 
counts, reported recommending the passage of a bill for the 
relief of Robert Baldwin—report accepted. 

A bill for the relief of Wm. Foreman and John Little —read 
second and third times and passed. 

Mr. Adrian offered the following resolution: — 

Resolved, That this House recognizes in the members com: 
posing the Select Committee, elected to inquire into the charges 
of bribery on the passage of the Public Debt Bill and ‘other 
matters referred, gentlemen of integrity and honor so un- 
blemished, as not to require the ordeal of investigation to es- 
tablish the fact that tbey themselves are free from all suspicion 
of being guilty of any of the charges that they are required to 
investigate—unanimously adopted. 

Mr. Brown, one of the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported 
cerrectly enrolled, and properly signed, and this day presented 
to the Governor for his approval, an act for the relief of Asa 
Dossett. s -> = 

Report accepted. a 

On motion of Mr. Parker of T., the rule was suspended and 
a bill to incorporate the Birdeil Library Association—read 
second time and ordered to be engrossed—rule suspended, read 
third time and passed by two-third vote. 


On motion of Mr. Sfedman, therule was suspended anda 
bill to incorporate the Henderson and State Line Rail Compa- 
ny—taken up. 

On motion of Mr. Williams of S. A., rule suspended and a 
pill for the relief of Thomas Peck taken up and read second 
time. ~ . 

On motion of Mr. -Martin of L., the House adjourned until 8 
o’clock A. M., to-morrow. 


House oF REPRESENTATIVES, | 
Austin, Aug. 29th, 1856.° 
. House met pursuant to adjournment, roll called, quorum 
present, journal of yesterday read and adopted. 

Mr. Nichols, by leave, introduced a bill to relinquish the 
right of the State to certain lands therein named, read Ist and 
2d times, and ordered to be engrossed; rule further suspended 
read 3d time and passed, 47 yeas to 13 nays. 

Mr. Dennis chairman of committee on engrossed bills, re- 
ported correctly engrossed, 

A bill for the relief of Jose Maria Ward. 

A bill to exempt Thespians societies from taxation. 
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À bill supplementary to an act creating the 17th, and re-or- 
ganizing the 2d Judicial District, report accepted. 

On motion of Mr. Tompkins the rule was suspended, and > 

A bill for.the relief of Robt. Wilson taken up, committee 
amendments adopted, and the House refused to pass the bill 
to a.third reading by a vote of 29 yeas to 32 nays. 

: „Mr. Randolph offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on printing be instructed to 
have printed in pamphlet form for the use of members of the 
House 100 copies of the act known as the river bill, and the 
supplement thereto. 

Mr. Burress moved to lay the resolution on the table, lost. 

Mr. Waelder proposed to amend by inserting after the words 
«River Bill,” the words “and Loan Bill;” laid on the table and 
resolution adopted.. 

On motion of Mr. Smith of Harris, the vote refusing to pass 
a bill for the relief of Hervey Whiting, was reconsidered and 
bill passed by the following vote: 

Yras——Messrs. Speaker, Ardrey, Arnold, Brown, Busby, 
Darden of C, Darden of G., Ellison, Gaines, Gay, Junker, 
Kittrell, Latham, Martin of L., McCown, Merrick, Nickles, 
Ochiltree, Owings, Parker of T., Poag, Rushing, Shepard, 
Smith of Harris, Smith of Harrison, Stedman, Smith of N., 
Sullivan, Tarlton, Throckmorton, Tompkins, Truehart, Waelder, 
West, White, Williams of S. A., and Worsham—39. 

Navys.—Mesers. Bonner, Burress, Cleveland of L., Cook, 
Dalrymple, Dancy, Francis, King, Mabry, Martin of H., Mc- 
Millin, Melton, Middleton, Parker of A., Pettus, Randolph, 
Reeves, Richardson, Runnels, Shaw, Taylor, Thompson and 
Trigg—23. 


On motion of Mr. Dancy, the rule was suspended, and a- 


bill setting aside and appropriating land for the benefit of Asy- 
lums, taken up, read Ist and 2d times and passed to 3d reading, 
rule further suspended, read third time and passed. 

A message was received from the Senate, announcing to the 
House the passage of the following bills originating in the House: 
~ A bill to provide for the safe keeping of the Capitol, and to 
define the duties of the Secretary of the Senate and the Chief 
Clerk of the House of Representatives. 

-A bill for the relief of H. H. Davis. l l 

A bill tor the relief of the heirs of Thos. Harrel. dec’d. 

.And.a bill granting to John Torry the privilege of construct- 
inga bridge across the Guadalupe river. l 


Mr. Brown, oneof the committee on, Enrolled Bills, reported 
as follows: i i a. 
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i “Avsmy, Aug..29th, 1856: 
To the Hon. H. P. Bee, ne 
Speaker of the’ Hovise of Represéntatives : 

The Joint Committee on Enrolled Bills have exdmined the 
following bills and ‘find them cérrectly enrolled. Having been 
sioned by the Speaker of the House and the President of the 
Senate, they haye been this day presented fo the Governor for 
his approval: -` 

‘An act for the relief of the heirs of Wm. B.J ordan. 

An act for the relief of Joel Pierce, his heirs and assigns. 

An act for the relief òf Alphetis D. Neill. 

An act to incorporate, the Mexican Gault and Rio ‘Grande 
Railroad company. 

An act concerning the Public Printing. 

“An act providing y for the support of schools. 

An act to prevent the sale of vinous, spirituous or other in- 
toxicating liquors within one mile of Jamestown and Starrville, 
in Smith county. 

` Àn act for. the relief of the legal representatives of Solomon 
R. Peck. |: 

An act for. thé: relief of J ohn T. Millėr, Assignee, and J.. ©, 


Dalby. : 
JOHN HENRY: BROWN, 
, One of Committee. 

Report accepted. l 

Mr. Dennis, Chairman‘of committee on:Engrossed Bills, re- 
ported correctly engrossed the following bills : , 

A bill for the relief of David Cook. 

A bill for the relief of George P, Dykes. 

A bill to incorporate the Birdville Library Association, and 
a biill to authorize the Buffalo, Bayou, Brazos and Colorado 
Railroad company, to chan ge its location and to mantaina 
branch. 

_ Report accepted. ` ` ) 

` Mr. Francis called up a bill. for the relief of David Cook; 
read 2d time and ordered tò be engrossed, rule‘suspended, read 
3d time and passed. 

Mr. Martin of H., called up a bill for the relief of Edward 
Wingate: passed to 3d reading, read 3d time and passed. 

Mr. Richardson called up a bill for the relief of Blizabeth 
Finley, passed to 8d reading, rule £ aspended, read 3d time and 
passed. 

Mr. Stedman called up a bill for the relief of the heirs of 
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Susan‘Latham ; passed. to 3d reading, role: Suspented, read 3d 
time and’ passed.. - . 

Mr., Gaines called up 4 bill for the felief of certain -persons 
therein named ; passed to a 3d reading, rule suspended, read 
3d tiie and passed. 

_ Mr. Martin-of, H., called up a bill to inicorporate the town of 
Athens ;-amendments:pf. committee’ adopted, and bill passed to 
a 3d reading, rule suspended, read 3d time and. passed, ` 

Mr..Gay called up a bill te prevent the sale of intoxicating 
drinks on theleague of land in Fayette county on. which the 
town of Rutergville is situated , passed to a 3d reading, rule 
suspended; read 3d time and passed. 

Mr. Randolph called up a bill for the relief of Elizabeth 
Reed—passed, to a 3d reading, rule- puspenced, read 3d: time, 
and passed by a two-third vote.. Th 

Mr.:Askew called up a bill for the relief of George Gordon 
—teport of Committee, adopted—passed to a 3d reading, rule 
suspended, read 3d. time, and passed. 

. Mr. Pollock called up a bill for the relief of Allen Hines. 

Mr. Òchiltree proposed to amend by striking out the clause 
remitting public dues—adopted. - 

And. bill passed to a 3d reading, rule suspended, read 3d 
time, and passed. l 

Mr. Hale:called up a bill for the relief of Robertson county 
— passed to a 3d epee, ‘rule mepende, read 3d time, and 
passed. + 


“Mr. Poag alei up a Senate bill, sapplemental to an act to 
incorporate the Aransas Road Co. —amendments from Com- 
mittee on Internal Imptovements adopted, and bill passed to 
a 3d reading, ‘rule suspended; read 3d time, and passed by & 
two-third ‘vote. 


Mr.. Hooker called up 4 a bill supplemental to an act for the 
relief of the citizens of Mercer’s colony—passed to a 3d. read- 
ing, rule suspended, read 3d time, and passed. 


A message was received from the Senate, announcing the 
passage, by the Senate, of the following bills, originating in 
the House : 


A bill for the relief of the assignees of Jose Maria Mora; 

A bill creating the office of Weigher of Cotton, at certain 
ports in :this State; , 

And that the Senate had passed a substitute to the House’ s 
bill requiring the J udges of the several Judicial Districts, to 
alternate holding the sessions of the District Courts; 
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And a bill originating in the Senate, supplemental to an 
act to incorporate the Terraqueous Transportation Co.; 

And that the Senate had concurred in the amendments of 
the House to a bill requiring the return of unconditional cer- ` 
tificates to the General Land Office; 

To a bill authorizing the U. S. Marshal of the District of 
Texas to use the jails of the various counties of the State, for 
certain purposes; and 

‘A bill to incorporate the Powder Horn, Victoria, and Gon- 
zales R. R. Co. 

Mr. Pettus called up a bill for the relief of the hers of John 
Ragsdale; passed to a 3d reading; rule suspended, read 3d time 
and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Merrick, the rule was stspended; and 

A bill to authorize the Treasnrer to collect from the U.S. 
certain monies, read ist and 24 times and passed to a 3d read- 
ing, rule suspended, read 3d time and passed. 

r. Junker called up a bill for the relief of the heirs of Wm. 
Wingate ; passed to 3d reading, rule suspended, read 3d time 
and passec. 

Mr. Parsons called up a bill forthe relief of Radford Berry; 
passed to 3d reading, rule suspended, read 3d time and passed. 

Mr. Burress called up a bill for the relief of Leven J. Mar- 
tin; passed to 3d reading, rule suspended, read 3d time and 


assed. 

Mr. King called up a bill to provide for the payment of Vol- 
unteers—passed to a 8rd reading, rule suspended, read 3rd 
time, and passed. : 

A message was received from the Senate announcing to the 
House that the Senate had passed a bill supplemental to an 
Act making appropriations for the use and support of the State 
Government for the years 1856 and 1857. i 

Mr. Parker of T., called up a bill for the relief of Egbert 
Grant; read 2nd time, and ordered to be engrossed—rule sus- 
pended, read 3rd time, and passed. 

Mr. Kittrell called up a Joint Resolution to amend the con- 
stitution — 

Postponed till 74 o’clock, P. m. 

Mr. Parker of A., called up a bill directing the payment of 
certain Public Debt certificates therein named. ` 

Mr. Poag moved a reference of the bill to Committee on 
Public Debt-—— 

-~ Lost, and bill postponed till 74 o’clock, r. m. 
' On motion of Mr. Kittrell, the bill supplemental to an Act 
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making appropriatious for the support of the State Government 
for the years 1855 and 1857, taken up, and read Ist and 9nd 
times. Pe . T 
Mr. Ardrey offered the following amendment : E 
“For salary of Chief Clerk of House of Representatives, and 
Secretary of the Senate, each annually, one thousand dolfars 


or so much thereof as may be nesessary. For contingent fand 
for purpose of buying books, repairing Capitol, &c., annually, 


three hundred dollars, or so much thereof as may be necessary.” ` 


Adopted. 

Mr. West proposed to amend as follows : 

The sum of $5,000. for the payment of the expenses atten- 
ding the prosecution for burning the Adjutant General’s Office, 
and for forgeries committed in the Adjutant’s General’s Office, 
to be paid on the warrant of the Governor and Attorney Gen- 
eral, or District Attorney in the District in which sueh prosecu- 
tions are pending. 

Adopted. 

Mr. Dancy offered the following amendment : 

For J. L. Haynes, for services as Clerk for 20 days, of Board. 
of kand Commissioners, to investigate Land titles in certain 
counties therein named, $83,33, and for Payne and Phillips, 
for fitting up the Senate Chamber and Representative Hall, 
two hundred and seventy-eight dollars and twenty-three cents, 
for work done in 1855. 

Adopted. 

Mr. Ochiltree proposed to amend as follows : 

“For compensation to Geo. J. Durham, for services as acting 
Comptroller, during the absence of J. B. Shaw, and for servi- 
ces in the late Auditor’s office, from 1st April to 1st Septem- 
ber, 5 months, at $50 per month, $250. : 

Adopted. 

Mr, Parsons proposed to amend as follows : 

“Five thousand dollars for the purchase of books for the 
' Supreme Court Library. 

Adopted. 

Mr. Throckmorton proposed to add “$250,” to be expended 
by the Governor-in the purchase of ©. W. Pressler’s new Map 
of Texas, for the use and benefit of the State, and $500, or so 
much thereof as may be necessary, to pay for surveying of 
Toby Scrip, for which there is no appropriation. 

Adopted, 

Mr. Brown offered the following amendment, to come in 
after the appropriation for W. L. Chalmers : 

36 
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‘For Charles Rosignol and Saml. Earle, for services as Libra- 
rians of the Supreme Court, during the -year 1855, at Gelves- 
ton and Tyler, respectively, each, one hundred dollars. 

Adopted. 

Mr. Ochiltree proposed to amend the caption by adding the 
words “and for other purposes.” 

Adopted. 

Mr. Smith of Harris, proposed to amend as follows : 

“To be paid to the Treasurer of the San Jacinto Monument 
Association, when he shall file with the Treasurer, good and 
sufficient evidence of the completion of the- Monument and 
the enclosure of the grounds, the said enclosure to be of sub- 
stantial Iron rails.” 

Adopted, and bill passed to a 3d reading, rule suspended, 
pill read 3d time and passed. 

Mr. Latham called up a bill to incor sets the Galveston 
Reading Club ; passed to a 3d reading, rule suspended, read 
3d time and pased by two-third vote. 

Mr. Owings called up a bill for the relief of the heirs of 
. Wm. McFadden; passed to 3d reading, rule suspended, read 3d. 
time and passed. 

Mr. Lawhon called up a bill for the relief of the heirs and 
_ representatives of Derby Morris, with report from committee 

on Public Land claims, recommending amendments ; amend- 
ments adopted, and bill passed to a third reading, rule suspend- 
ed, read 3d time and passed. 

Mr. Dancy called up a bill for the relief’ of Jacob L. Stan- 
difer, read Ist and 2d times and passed to a 3d reading, rule 
suspended, read 3d time and passed. 

Mr. Waelder, Chairman of Joint committee on part of the 
House; reported a Joint resolution concerning the action of 
the United States Government, extending the time for the 
payment of the Texas Debt. 

COMMITTEE Room, 
| AUSTIN, Aug. 29th, 1856. | 
Hon. H. R. Runnels, 


Presidenti of the Senate, and 
Honorable H. P. Bee, 
` Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The Joint Select Committee, to whom was referred the 
message of the Governor with accompanying documents, rela- 
hive to the late action of the United States Government, “ ax 
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tending the time for the payment of the Texas Debt, (under 
the act of Congress of the 28th of February, 1855,) until the 
first day of January, 1857—after which time any residue of 
the fund of $7,750,000 isto be divided among.all the creditors 
whose claims are filed with the Secretary of the Treasury up 
to that date ; would respéotfully report: that in the language 
of the message, the effect of ‘this act of Congress. will be to 
cut off from any payment whatever, all those creditors whose 
claims may not be filed with the Secretary of the Treasury 
previous to the 1st day of January, 1857. j: 

Our act accepting the act of Congress of the 28th of Feb- 
ruary, 1855, was purposely framed so as to prevent such a re- 
sult. .Our act recapitulates the amount and description of 
debt which we considered as coming within the provisions of 
the act of Congress of 28th February, 1855, and then consent- 
ed that the $7,750,000 appropriated by Congress, should be 
apportioned pro rata among the holders of the debt so recapi- 
tulated. ` 

Under date of 5th February last, the Governor informed 
the United States Secretary of the ‘Treasury, that his con- 
struction of the act of acceptance was, that the pro rata should 
be made among all of the creditors, and that those creditors 
who did not file their releases within the time named in the 
notice, should have the amounts due to them reserved for their 
benefit until called for. 


In reply, on the Ist of March last, the Secretary says: “the 
terms of the notice sufficiently show my concurrence with your 
construction of the act of Congress ;” and in his notice, he 
declares that “‘ the creditors referred to in said act of Congress, 
are deémed identical with the holders of the debt described in 
said act of the State of Texas.” 

How, with this act of Texas and the letter of the Gover- 
nor, concurred in by Secretary Guthrie, Congress could so 
palpably violate the law and the contract with Texas, would 
fill the committee with surprise, were this the first affront put 
upon Texas by the United States government. But Texas 
has become familiar with wrong from this source, for the whole 
history of the indemnity fund, from its inception to this last 
act of insult and injury, has been a succession of concessions 
on the part of Texas. 

First, an attempt was made by the United States to wrest 
by violence from Texas a portion of her Territory, commonly 

nown as the Santa Fe territory, but when Texas evidenced. 
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something of the spirit of resistance to oppression that actua- 
ted her in former days, the Federal Government proposed .to 
purchase from her said territory for the sum of ten millions 
of dollars ; butat the same time that she extended the- purse 
in the one hand, she grasped. the sword in the other, accompa- 
panied too with the humiliating condition, that five millions 
only of the ten should be paid to Texas, and that.the other 
five should be retained by her (as the guardian of Texas,) in 


the Treasury of the United States for the benefit of the credi- 
tors of Texas. 


Humiliating as these times were, for the sake of peace and. 
the love she bore to that Union, for which she had surrendered. 
her owh nationality, won by herself upon many a bloody bat- 
tle field, Texas submitted reluctantly and accepted the pro- 
position. . l 


Texas then had a right to believe that there was an. end to. 
-concessions ; she proceeded to arrange the settlement of. her 
revolutionary debt in accordance with her knowledge of.facts 
and her sense of justice. Again, the Federal government in- 
terposed and made another proposition to Texas forthe settle- 
ment of her debt, upon the acceptance of which depended the 
payment to the creditors of the reserved five millions. 
Although this annulled the whole system of adjustment of the 
debt as previously adopted by Texas, yet, for the sake of the 
creditors, who had waited with her for so long a time, she 
again made a sacrifice, not only of money, but of feeling and 
of right, and accepted the proposition. 


Now, that Government which professed to exercise such 
parental care over the creditors, that she would not trust Texas 
with but half of the ten millions, reserving the other half for 
the benefit of the creditors, has violated the agreement with 
Texas, and has enacted a law that deprives a portion of those 
sayne creditors of the whole amount that is due to them, while 
at the same time, the State of Texas is sought to be deprived 
of any balance of the $7,750,000 which may remain unclaimed 
by the creditors, in the United States Treasury. That Texas 
would be of right entitled to any such unclaimed balance, is 
too evident a proposition to require any argument at the hands 
of your committee. It is clear, that under the acts of Con- 
gress and and of the State of Texas in question, the creditors 
are entitled only to their distributive pro rata share, as ascer- 
tained and provided for under the schedule of specific debts 
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set forth in the act of Texas, ‘giving the assent of the State 
to the act of Congress. 

The committee regard the late act of Congress’ as deserving 
of marked censure ; as adirect insult to Texas; an outrage 
upon her dignity and her rights as a sovereigh State of this 
Union. They accordingly report to the Senate and to the 


House the accompanying resolutions, and recommend their 


passage. 
. GUY M. BRYAN, Chairman, 
On part of Senate. 
JACOB WALDER, Chairman, 
On part of the House. 
Resolution read Ist and 2d times, and 
On motion of Mr. White, made "the special order for 10 
o’clock A. M., to-morrow, and 100 copies ordered to be printed. 


‘On motion of Mr. Adrian, the House adjourned until 74 


o’cloek, P. M. 
T$ O'CLOCK, P. M. 

House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present. 

Mr. Gaines called up a Joint Resolution to amend the 30th, 
31st, 32nd and 33d Sections of the Constitution ; read 2nd 
time. 

Mr. Davis moved the previous question ; lost. 

Mr. Davis moved the indefinite postponement of the resolu- 
tion; the yeas nays were called for and stood thus : 

YEas.—Messrs, Speaker, Adnan, Arnold, Bell, Brown, 
Cleveland of B., Davis, Dickson of G., Francis, Gay, Hooker, 
Junker, King, Martin of H., Martin of L., McCown, Melton, 
Merrick, Middleton, Parker of Anderson, Parker of T: Par- 
sons, Pettus, Poag, Pollock, Reeves, Runnels, Rushing, Pel- 
man, Shepard, Smith of Harris, Stout, Taylor, Throckmor ton, 
Tonipkins, Trigg, Truehart, White and Witt—39. 

Nays—Messrs. Ardrey, Burress, Busby, Cleveland of L., 
Cook, Dalrymple, Dancy, Darden of C., Darden of G., Dennis, 
Gaines, Kittrell, Gatham, Mabry, McMillen, Norton, Ochiltree, 
Richardson, Smith of Harrison, Smith of N., Stedman, Sulli- 


van, Thompson, West, Williams of S. A. and Worsham—J6. - 


So the resolutions were indefinitely postponed. 

Mr. Ochiltree, by leave, offered a substitute for the resolu- 
tion introduced ‘this evening, relative to the recent act of Con- 
gress relative to the Public Debt of Texas ; ; read Ist time, 
rule suspended, read 2nd time. 
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Mr. White moved to print 100 copies ; lost. 

Main question ordered, which being on the adoption, of the 
substitute, the yeas and nays were called, a stood : 

Yeas 48, Nays 20. 

A message was received from the. Senate ; announcing to the 
House that the Senate had passed _ 

A bill originating in the House to incorporate iis city of 
Lavaca. 

A bill to prescribe the manner of locating land certificates 
or scrip, and to prohibit the floating of the same. 

A bill to prevent slaves from carrying dangerous weapons. 

And a bill originating in the Senate to legalize the acta of 
David P. Farris, Notary Public of Ellis county, and had con- 
curred in the amendments of the House to-Senate bills for the 
relief of Allen Hines. 

A bill for the relief of David Cook. 

‘A bill for the relief of Hervey Whiting. 

A bill for the relief of Geo. Gordon. 

A bill supplimental to ah act to incorporate the ERT 
road company; and 

A bill to incorporate the town of Athens, in the connty of 
Henderson ; and 

A bill to ‘incorporate the Huropean and American Coloniza- 
tion company, with amendments. 

On motion of Mr. Davis, the main question was ordered, 
which being the Engrossment of Mr. Ochiltree’s resolution, 
the yeas and nays were called and stood: 

Yeas 48, Nays 20. 

| So the resolutions were ordered to be engrossed; rule further 
suspended, read 3d time and passed. 

Mr. Brown, one of committee on Enrolled Bulls, reported ad 
follows : 

COMMITTEE Room, 
Aug. 29th, 1856. 
To the Hon. H. P. Bee, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

The Joint committee on Enrolled Bills have carefully ex- 
amined the following bills and find them correctly enrolled, 
having been signed by the Speaker of the House and Presi- 
dent of the Senate, they have been this day presented to the 
Governor for his approval : 

An act to incorporate the Galveston Rope, Cordage and Cot- 
ton Manufacturing Company. 
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An act to incorporate the Mantua Institute, in Collin county. 

An act'for, the reliet of Joseph H. | Bernard. 

An act to amend an ‘act entitled an act to define the tities 
holding the several District Courts of the 5th Judicial District; 
approved, February 15th, 1854. `- 

An act to incorporate the N ueces and San Patricio Shell 


_ road and Bridge company. 


An act creating the office of Weigher of Cotton for certain 
ports in this State. 

r An act relating to the duties of Assessors ‘and -Collectors of 
axes. 

_ An act to incorporate. Milam Lodge No. 23, I. O. O. F: 

` An act to provide fer the safe keeping of the Capitol ‘and. 
furniture, and to define the duties of the Secretary of the 
Senate and Chief Clerk of the House of Representatives. 

An act requiring the return of Unconditional Certificates to 
the General Land Office. 

An act authorizing the Apii and sale of the Univer- 
sity lands. 

An act for the relief of the Assignees of Jose Maria Mora, 

‘An act to amend the act to incorporate the Buffalo Bayou, 
Brazos and Colorado Railway company. 

An act to authorize and require the Clerks of the District 
Courts of the counties of Harrison and Rusk to apportion the 
causes in the docket of said court a 

_ An act for the relief of William Rawlins. 

Av act for the relief of William Foreman and John Little, 


‘An act for the rener cf H H. Davis, 

Joint resolution. proposing an amendment to the Constitu- 
tion. 

An act dina a portion of the Boundaries of the coun- 
ties of Calhoun, Victoria and Refugio. 

An act to repeal an act to provide for the issuance of Bounty 
and Denation Land Warrants, to persons entitled to the same. 

An act authorizing the United States Marshal. of the Dis- 
trict of Texas, to use the jails of the various counties of the 
State, and Penitentiary, for certain purposes. 

An act authorizing and requiring the Governor of the State 
A have surveyed the unlocated balance of the Uni versity 
ands. 

An act for the protection of the lands that have been or 
may hereafter be granted for purposes of education. 

JOHN HENRY BROWN, 
One òf Committee, 
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Mr. Dancy moved to suspend the rule and take up the re- 

ort and. Joint Resolution relative to the erection of the 
Bapitol and purchace of furniture ; lost. . 

Mr. West moved to suspend the rule and take up the Kan- 
aas resolutions. : 

The yeas and nays were called and stood thus : l 
_. Yeas.—Messrs, Speaker, Adrian, Ardrey, Arnold, Brown, 
Busby, Cleveland of L., Cook, Crosby, Dalrymple, Dancy, 
Darden of C., Dennis, Gaines, Gay, Hooker, Junker, King,- 
Wabry, Martin of H., Martin of L., McMillin, Melton, Middle- 
ton, Norton, Ochiltree, Pettus, Poag, Randolph, Smith of 
Harris, Smith of Harrison, Stedman, Stout, Sullivan, Throck- 
morton, West and White—37. 

Nays.—Messrs. Bell, Burress, Cleveland of B., Davis, 
Francis, Kittrell, Latham, McCown, Merrick, Owings, Parker 
of A., Parker of T., Parsons, Reeves, Richardson, Runnels, 
Rushing, Selman, Shepard, Smith of N., Taylor, Thompson, 
Trigg, Truehart, Williams of 8. A. and Worsham—26. - 

So the House refused to suspend the rule. 

A message was received from the Senate announcing to the 
House that the Senate had passed the following. bills, origina- 
ting in the House: 

A bill for the relief of Jos. R. Jenkins. 

A bill for the relief of Peter F. Houston; and 

A bill for the relief of Almazon Houston. . 

_ Mr. Ochiltree called up a Senate bill for the relief of Stephen 
F. Sparks ; passed to 3d reading, rule suspended, téad 3d 
time and passed. ; 

Mr. Reeves called up a bill for the relief of the heirs of 
Saml. Washburn, dec’d.; passed to a 3d reading, rule suspend- 
ed; read 3d time and passed. - 

Mr. Latham, by leave, introduced a bill to relinquish the 
right of the State to certain lands therein named; read Ist 
and. 2nd times and ordered to be engrossed; rule suspended, 
read 3d time and passed. . 

Mr. Martin of L., called up a bill for the relief of W. H. 
May, ©. F. Whittington and M. §. Clare; read Ist and 2nd 
times, and passed to a 3d reading, rule suspended read 3d time 
and passed by two-thirds vote. 

On motion of Mr. Poag, the rule was suspended, and a bill 
toincorporate the Henderson and State Line Railroad company; 
taken up an passed to 3d reading, rule suspended, read 3d 
‘time and passed by two-third vote. 
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Mr, Adrian, by leave, introduced a bill for the relief of cer- 
tain persons therein named ; read Ist time, and question bës 
ing on the suspension of the rule, the yeas’ dnd nays -were 
called; and there being no quorum, the House adjourned till § 
o’clock, A. M., to-morrow. 


House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
Beis Austin, Aug. 30th, 1856. | 
House met pursuant to.adjournment—roll called—quorunr 
present. Journal of yesterday read and adopted. 
Mr. Bee presented the following protest : 


HousE or REPRESENTATIVES, 
Austin, Aug. 28th, 1855. 

. The undersigned réspectfully protest against the vote of the 
House of Representatives, refusing to pass the bill, to confirm 
certain land titles West of the Nueces river, over the veto of 
the Governor, for the following reasohs, to wit: That the 
Governor entirely failed to give to the Legislature a single 
Constitutional reason for refusing his assent to the bill! 
He professes to have been unable to obtain any evidence that 
the parties mentioned in the act, were entitled to the lands 
that they claimed, although he had diligently sought for it. 
The undersigned reply that the Commissioners, Messrs. Tay- 
lor and Lane, reported to the Governor, and through him to 
the Legislature, the titles of each of. the parties, and the 
evidence which they had to sustain them, that the report of 
these Commissioners, with all the documentary evidence, was 
referred to a. joint select committee of both branches of the 
Legislature, who bestowed upon them, for over two months, 
the most arduous and careful consideration! That they ex- 
amined each title separately, and decided it on its own mer- 
rits, without regard to the opinion or recommendation of the 
Commissioners. Believing that with the same proof before 
them; they were as competent to decide between the State and 
the claimants, as the Commissioners were themselves. They 
were induced to take this course, from the fact that it was 
im evidence before them that the Commissioners required the 
applicants to make such proof as the Supreme Court of the 
State would have demanded, whereas, the law expressly pro- 
vided that all titles which would have been made perfect, had 
the sovereignty not to have been changed, and were founded 
in good faith, should be recommended by the Commissioners. 
They therefore, reported to their respective Houses, all such 
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titles as seemed to them as being covered by the proyisiong, of 
the Jaw-establishing the Tribunal of February, 1854, and they 
did go, satisfied, that they. were doing but an act of justice to 
a meritorious, but unfortunate class of our citizens. ,. The. re- 
port was adopted, and the bill passed. both, Houses with great, 
unanimity. 

Did his excellency require that the Legislature should 
transmit to him all the evidence upon which they passed the 
bill, and all the arguments: and reasons by which they have 
been’ influenced in their action. It seems that he.does'; yet 
we find no such obligation imposed. ọn us by the Constitution, 
but the fact that a bill is presented to him, signed by the Speak- 
er, and President of the Senate, is, and of right ought to be, 
prima facia evidence that the Representatives of the people, 
acting under the obligation of an oath, have duly investiga- 
ted, deliberated and acted upon it, and against this power 
which is now claimed and set up by the Governor, we sol- 
emnly protest, as seeking to subvert that independence of 
action and perfect freedom of each department of the Govern- 
ment, which is demanded by the Constitution ; for if the 
Governor can demand that a just claim against the State, 
after being examined and approved of by: the Legislature, 
shall also. be proven up before him, then the undersigned can 
see no necéssity for the presence of the Legislature in this Capi- 
tol; but the whole power shouia pe given, wiiere, NOWeVEL 
Yuen it is denied and forbiden, yet, is to-day exercised in & 
manner as. extraordinary and unprecedented, as it is dangerous 


and unconstitutional. 


` The undersigned protest again st the last clause of the veto 
message, which is to the follow iu: effect: that he has no evi- 
dence before him that the claim: sre just, and if he had, it 
would take him months of patien: icil to justify him in ap- 
proving them. Was ever so monsi::1s a doctrine before as- 
serted? He will not be satisfied wit: the report of the Com- 
missioners, as far as they went, and ‘4 e réport of the joint 
-select committee for the rest of the titles, sanctioned, approved | 
and endorsed by the vote of both Houses «i the Legislature, 
but he must, by a stroke of his pen, divest m en of their rights, 
of their homes, and the homes of their father before them, 
for a century, because, forsooth, it would take him months 
of laborious toil to examine them. . 


The undersigned beg the indulgence of the House , to state 
that they feel most deeply the result of the vote on this bill, 
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there is one claim for a.confirmation of a title, issued in 1755, 
twenty, years before the declaration of American Indepen- 
dence, which was proven to have -been occupied and cultivated 
as tar back as the memory. of: those now living could extend, 
and the mouldering ruins of the church and the silent, yet, 
populous grave-yard, testifying, in comparison with which, hu- 
man testimony sinks into insignificance, that for near one hun- 
dred years, they are silent memorials of the truth of the claim of 
the petitioner ; and although there is a flourishing village of, 
several hundred inhabitants, living peaceably under our laws 
and institutions, on the claim, yet, because the Governor did 
not have time to examine their title, they are to be driven 
from their homes, to make room for a six hundred and forty 
acre certificate in the hands of a heartless speculator. Sad 
terrible indeed, will be the day, to these most unfortunate 
people, when they shall have received the intelligence of the 
yote on this bill! yet, with full faith that a just, wise and 
generous people will not sustain the extraordinary course pur- 
sued by the Executive, the undersigned will indulgein the hope 
that they will yet receive, for their constituents, that- justice 
which they feel that they are entitled to. 
. P. NICKELS, 

J. F. CROSBY, 

A. N. NORTON, 

F. W. LATHAM, 

HAMILTON TEES 

On motion of Mr. Brown, the vote passing the General appro- 
priation bill, was reconsidered. 

` Mr. Brown offered the following amendment : 
‘For J: M. Massie, one hundred dollars, as clerk of the Gen- 
eral Land Office— 
- Adopted, and bill passed. 
` , Mr. Randolph, Chairman of Select Committee, made the fol- 
fowing report on a bill for the relief of Ethan Melton: 
Austin, August 12, 1856. 
To the Hon. H. P. Bee, i 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The Committee on Claims and Accounts to whom was re- 
ferred a bill for the relief of Ethen Melton have had the same 
under consideration, and instruct me to make the following 
report : 

That from the evidence of Hon. James Shaw, it appears 
that Ethen Melton placed in his hands in the year 1842 Quar- 
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térmdster Mock’s réceipt for about $1,200 or $1,500 for beeves 
or supplies further the troops under the command of Col. F. 
A.B. Wheeler, in the year 1840 ; that he wasa member of the 
Congress of thelate Republic of Texas, in 1842, and as such 
introduced a bill for the relief of said Melton. The said re- 
eee and the accompanying proof was submitted to Congress, 

id a bill was passed for the relief of said Melton, but Con- 
gress adjourning soon after, and President Houston anxious to 
sustain the credit-of the favorite currency (the Exchequer,) 
availing himself of his constitutional privilege, put the bill in 
his pocket, Thus ended the matter, as far we are informed, until 
the meeting of the fifth Legislature, when it appears that the 
claim was again presented, and referred to the committee on 
public debt in the House of Representatives. It appears from 
the statement of Mr. Shaw, that the receipt of Mr. Mock was 
lost with the papers left by him in the archives of the session 
of Congress referred to. It also further appears from the state- 
ment of the Hon. W. B. Charlton, Chairman of the committee 
on public debt in the House in the fifth Legislature, that the 
claim was well authenticated, so much so, that the committee 
were unanimous in reporting a bill for the relief of Mr. Melton. 
Mr. Charlton further states that the vouchers upon which the 
committee acted were left in charge of the clerk of the House, 
and that they are now lost. In addition to the foregoing the 
committee had the affidavit of Mr. Melton as to the justness 
of his claim, as well as tó the amount thereof, all of which, 
taken in connection, induced your committee to recommend 
the passage of the bill. Upon a re-reference of the bill, the 
above statements were reiterated ; in addition, Mr. Shaw said 
that he felt it his duty to say that he was of opinion upon re- 
flection, that the amount was in Texas money, and that the 
bill referred to by him required the Auditor to audit the same. 
Hon. Mr. Worsham states that he does not believe that Col. 
Wheeler or the troops under his command, ever obtained beef 
amounting to $1,375 00 from any one person, Mr. Worsham 
was a member of Col. Wheeler’s regiment, and thinks there 
is some mistake about the matter, and that amount of beef 
was not used during the expedition. 

Capt. T. P. Plasters who commanded one of the companies, 
under Col. Wheeler, makes the following statement.: - 


Austin, August 11th, 1856. 
Hon. H. C. Randolph, 
Sir :—In respect to the claim of Ethen Melton I have to 
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gay, that it, was impossible for the troops under the command 
of: Col..F. A.-B. Wheeler, of Montgomery county, to, have 
eaten the amount of thirteen’ hundred and odd dollars- worth 
of beef and other provisions of one man. « l 

My reasons for saying so are as follows: in the first place 
none of the companies: were out more than one month. The 
company. which I commanded was out but twenty-five days ; 
we left home the 18th day of June, and were discharged on the 
12th day of July, 1840, at Mr. Strouds, and I do not think there 
was more than 450 men in the command. l 

y company arrived at Nashville on the 21st of June, in 

which time we eat part of one beef that Capt. Whittaker got 
from Mr. Carter, at his son-in-law, at Tinnonville, or in other 
.words, at the:crossing of the Navasota river. 

We were at Nashville not more than eleven or twelve days. 

Mr. Stroud came into camp before day, and informed the 


Col. that the Indians had killed a Mr. Tidwell or Treadwell, - 


and had taken away the wife of the deceased and two or three 
children. 

The whole command left Nashville about daylight, and 
when we got over to Stroud’s he had his negroes a barbecuing 
of two beeeves to take along with us on the expedition. 

From the time we left Stroud’s and got back and was dis- 
charged, it was about ten days. 

On the third day out from Stroud’s, the command divided, 
and between 65 and 80 men followed after the Indians, and the 
balance remained in the neighbourhood where we left them as 
long as the buffalo stayed, so I understood when I got back. to 
the command under Col. Wheeler. 

Before we got back, we met some men following after us 
with beeves from the vicinity of Franklin, or where Wheelock 
now is, and we killed two of the beeves I believe, not more. 

Now, I think if we did eat thirteen hundred and odd dollars 
worth of provisions of one man, it was that amount in Texas 
money and not that amount in gold or silver, and you can find 
out what Texas money was worth in the market, all of which 


is respectfully submitted: 
T. P. PLASTERS. 


The committee instruct me to report the same back to the 
House, and ask to be discharged from the further consideration 
of the subject, and that the applicant have leave to withdraw 
his papers. The investigation of claims of thischaracter by the 
committees of the House are necessarily ex-parte, and conse- 
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quently it is not strange that committees should be occasion- 
ally imposed upon, The committee on claims -and ‘accounts 
‘have used much care and vigilance in the investigation of 
claims presented for their examination, yet they do not flatter 
themselves that they have done their whole duty. 
< Respectfully, oe. l 
C. H. RANDOLPH. 
Chairman. 

Mr. Throckmorton offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the reporter of this House, Wm. F. Weeks, 
receive for his services the sum of $5.00 per day in addition to 
his salary from the 8th day of July to the Ist day of September, 
1856, inclusive; and from the 2nd day of September, to the 
24th day of October, 1856, inclusive; or for such less time as 
the nublicaticn ot the debates shall require, the sum of $10.00 
per day, to be paid out of the contingent fund of this House; 
and that the publishers of the State Times, and State Gazette 
Appendix, send to the address of each member the papers to 
which they are respectively entitled. l 

Adopted. 

Mr. Randolph, Ghairman of. Committee on Claims and Ac- 
counts, reported, recommending the indefinite postponement 
of a bill to amend the 2nd and Ath sections ef an Act to author- - 
ize the location, settlement and sale of. the Mississippi and Pa- 
cific Railroad Reserve. . 

Mr. Ochiltree introduced a bill authorizing the securities of 
officers to relieve themselves from further liabilities on their 
bonds—read Ist and 2nd times, and ordered to be engrossed— 
rule suspended, read 3rd time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Gay, the rule was suspended, and a bill 
for the relief of Wm. Carlton taken up, and read 2nd time, and 
Mr. McCown proposed to amend ist section, 5th line, after the 
word “land,” “to which he is entitled for services rendered in 
capturing Goliad in 1835”— 

_Adopted—bill read 3rd time, and passed. 

A message was received from the Senate announcing to the 
House that the Senate had passed a joint resolution, relating 
to the public debt of Texas. 

A bill authorizing the issuing of patents in certain cases, 
and that the Senate had referred to Messrs. Armstrong, Scar 
borough and Gaines, a joint resolution requesting our -re- 
presentatives in Congress to use every legitimate means in their 
power to procure the removal from office of J. C. Watrous, 
Judge of the U. S. District Court for the State of Texas, and 
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request the appointment of a like committee on the part of the 
House. i e 

On motion of Mr. Tompkins the rule was suspended, and a 
bill amendatory of, and -supplemental to an act, to establish 
the Galveston and Red River R. R. Company; read lst and 
2d times and passed to a 3d reading, rule suspended, read 3d 
time and passed by a two third vote. 

Mr. Dennis: Chairman: of Committee on engrossed bills, re- 
pórted a bill for the relief of Egbert Grant, and 

A bill for tLe relief of William Carlton; report accepted. 

Mr. Dalrymple moved a suspension of the rule to take u 
the Joint resolution relating to the removal of Judge John ©. 
Watrous. Lost by a vote of 37 yeas to 23 nays. 

Mr. Cleveland of B. called up a bill to incorporate the Eu- 
ropean and American colonization company in Texas, with 
amendments from the Senate; amendments concurred in. 

Qn motion of Mr. Crosby the rule was suspended, anda 
joint resolution relating to the building of the capitol, and the 
purchase of furniture for the same, was taken up. 

Mr. Crosby. proposed to amend as follows: ‘ Provided that 
shouid the Attorney Gencral be satisfied, after a full and fair 
investigation of the subject, that the Commissioners have acted 
m good faith, or that there is no ground of action against them, 
he shall certify the same to the Comptroller, who shall there- 
upon issue a warrant upon the Treasurer for the amount of un- 
drawn salaries due them, which shall be paid by said trasurer. 
And provided, further, that should suit be brought against said 
commissioners and a vedict be rendered in their favor, a cer- 
tificate of the clerk of the court showing that fact, should be 
sufficient authority for the payment of balance due them, 
on account of salaries. Adopted, ordered to be engrossed, read 
3d time and passed. 

Mr. Brown one of committee on enrolled bills, reported as 
follows : . i 

CommaiTtrEE Room, 
. l Austin, August 30th, 1856. } 
To the Honorable H. P. Bee, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The joint committee on enrolled bills have carefully examin- 
ed the following bills and find them correctly enrolled, 
having'been signed by the Speaker of the House and President 
of the Senate, they have been this day presented to the gov- 
ernor for his approval : 

An act to incorporate “ Concrete College.” 
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An act fixing the compensation for cotton found in any of 
the waters of this State, or on the coast thereof in the Gulf of 
Mexico. l Di 

An act for the relief of Dayid Cook. - . 

An act forthe relief of Wm. McFaddin. 

An act for the relief of the heirs of Samuel Washburn, de- 
ceased. 

An act for the relief of the heirs of Henry Whiting. . 

An act setting aside and appropriating land for the benefit 
of Asylums. 

An act for tle relief of the Coshattee Indians ; report ac- 


sad tage - 

r. West Ci: rman of a select committee reported a reso- 
lution concerning the Court Martial of Charles E. Travis, late 
Captain of U. S. A., read Ist and 2d-times, and on motion of 
Mr. West, the Sen:t ic int resolution on the same subject was 
substituted for the h:: « ‘eclution, and read 3d time and 
passed unanimously. a a 

On motion of Mr. Witt, a Senate bill to legalise the acts of 
David P. Ferris, Notary Public of Ellis county was taken up 
read ist and 2d times, and passed toa 3d reading; rule fur- 
ther suspended, read 3d time and passed. ` 

Mr. Darden, chairman of committee on enrolled bills, report- 
ed correctly enrolled, properly signed, and presented for the 
approval of the governor the following bills: 

A bill for.the relief of the heirs of Susan Latham. 

A bill for the relief of Jerif Gordon. 

A bill for the relief of Radford Berry. 

A bill for the relief of Robertson county. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of John Ragsdale. 

_A bill for the relief of the heirs of Wm. Wingate. 

A bill supplemental to an act to incorporate the Aransas 
Road Co; report accepted. 

Mr. Brown called up a bill to incorporate the town of India- 
nola; read and passed to a 3d- reading, rule suspended, read 
3d time and ‘passed. 

Mr. Middleton moved to take up a bill establishing the line 
between Bexar and Milam Land District—lost. 

Mr. Pollock chairman of committee on contingent expenses 
made the following report: x at 

COMMITTEE Room, 
E AvstIN, Aug. 29th, 1856. 
Hon. H. P. Bee, aan 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 
Your committee on contingent expenses direct me to make 
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the following report, setting forth the names of the persons: 


and the amounts allowed and approved by said committee to 


each person, as per his account, to wit: 
July 7th, 1856. 
An acct. in favor of W. O. Phillips, for hire of negro 
man as porter, 
July 9th, 1856. 
An acct. in favor of L. D. Carrington, for knives for 
clerks of the house, oe 
July 26th, 1856, . 
An acct. in favor of Messrs. Baker and Smith for 


paper, 
August 4th, 1856. 
Aw acct. in favor of F. T. Duffau tor stationary, 
candles, &c., 
August 4th, 1556. 


An acct. in favor of S. M. Swenson, for matting, ` 


and stationery, curtains, candles, water, carpen- 
ters’ work, &c., 
August 12th, 1856. 
An acct. in favor of J. E. Brady for hauling water for 
the use of the house, . ~ 
August 15th, 1856. 
An acct. in favor of Wm. G. Marshall, for hauling 
water for use of the house, 
August 12th, 1856. ; 
An acct. in favor of John Bremond for oil and tur- 
pentine, 
August 28th, 1856. 
An acct. in favor of F. T. Duffau for stationary, 
August 28th, 1856. 
An acct. in favor of J. L. Truehart, for hire of negro 
man, as porter of the house, : 
August 28th, 1856. 
An acct. in favor of S. M. Swenson, for blacksmith 
work, oil, lamp wick, &c., &c., 
duly 24th, 1856. ` 
An acct. in favor of George Hancock, for stationery, 
Jan. 12th, 1856. 
An acct. in favor of H. P. Bee, for hire of servant to 
attend Mr. Hines, a witness before the com- 
ree on frauds, 
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Angust 30th, 1856. 
Az acct. in favor of R. N. Lane, for hire of servant 
as porter, ` 82 50 


$1,463 97 
` The total amount of accounts as above set forth being 
$1,549 47 including an acct. of * $85 00 in favor of John G. 
Tod, mentioned below, all of which is respectfully submitted, 
W. C. POLLOCK, 

Chairman, &c. 


* August 80th, 1856. 
An acct. in favor of John G. Tod, for services of boy 


as porter, $85 50 
Adopted August 30th, 1856. 
H. H. HAYNIE, 


Chief Clerk of the H. of R. 

On motion of Mr. Ochiltree, the additional amount of nine- - 
teen dollars and eighty cents, the price of a box of sperm can- 
ales, furnished by George Hancock for the use of the House of 
Representatives was ordered to be allcwed and paid out of the 
contingent fund of the house; report then adopted. 

Mr. White reported recommending the passage of a bill for 
the relief of J. W. Winters. 

Cn motion of Mr. McCown, rule suspended and bill just re- 
ported for relief of J. W. Winters was taken up, rule suspended 
bill read lst and 2nd times and ordered to be engrossed, rule 
suspended, read 3d time and passed. e 

Mr. Nickels called up a bill for the relief of S. W. Pepkin, 
read and passed to a 3d reading, rule suspended, read 3d time 
and passed. 

Mr. Ochiltree (for Mr. Mabry), called up a bill to change the 
name of Rosalia Hernandez to Maria Rosalia Upshur; read and 
passed to a 8d reading, rule suspended, read 34 time and 
passed. ; 

Mr. Bell, by leave introduced the following resolution: ` 

Resolved, Thet the thanks of the house are tendered to the 
Hon. Ham. P. Bee, for his faithful and impartial discharge of 
the duties of Speaker—unanimously adopted. 

Mr. Throeckmorten called up a bill to be entitled an act 
supplemental to an act entitled an act to incorporate the Terra- 
quieous transportation company, read ist and 2d times, and 

Gn motion of Mr, Taylor a call of the house was ordered. 

On motion of Mr. Throckmorton, call suspended. 
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Mr. Adrian moved to refer the bill to the committee on In- 
ternal Improvements. 

Mr. Gay moved to lay the motion to refer on the table; there! 
being no quorum voting, the motion was lost. 

Mr. Norton moved to adjourn till half-past seven o’clock, 
P. M. —Lost. 

Mr. Thompson moved to adjourn till § o’clock, r. w.— Lost. 

Qn motien, a call of tke house ordered. 

Mr. Thompson moved to adjourn till half-past seven o’slock, 
P. M. 

The yeas and nays being demanded, the house refused to 
adjourn by a vote of 25 yeas to 37 nays. 

On motion of Mr. Stedman the House adjourned till 4 o’clock 
P.M. 

4 O’SLOCK, P. M. 

House met pursuant to adjoùrnment; there beingno quorum 

present, the house adjourned till half-past seven, P. m. 


Housu or REPRESENTATIVES, 
Austin, August 30, 1856, half-past 7, P. M. 

House met pursuant to adjournment—quorum present. 

Mr. Adrian offered the following resolution : 

Fesolved, That the Chief Clerk and his assistants be paid 
five dollars per diem extra compensation for each day since 
the commencement of the night sessions of the House, to be 
paid out of the contingent fund of the House. 

Mr. Middleton offered the following amendment : 

That the Sergeant-at-arms and assistant Sergeant-at-arms, 
Door-keeper and assistant Door-keeper, beallowed two dollars 
and fifty additional pay. 

Mr. Bonner moved to lay the resolution and amendment on 
the table. 

Division called for and the House refused to lay amendment 
on the table by a vote of 23 yeas to 37 nays. 

Mr. Dennis, Chairman of Committee on Engrossed Bills 
reported correctly a engrossed bill for the relief of James 
W. Winters—reported accepted. 

Question recurring on laying original resolution relative to 
pay of clerks on the table, the question was put and the House 
refused to lay on the table. 


On motion of Mr. McCown the previous question was 


ordered—main question on adoption of amendment—the same 
was put and the House refused to adopt the same. 


Question recurring on adoption of the original resolution, the 
Honse refused to adopt it by the following vote : 
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Yxas.—Mlessrs. Speaker, Adrian, Askew, Bell, Cleveland of 
B., Crosby, Davis, Latham, McCown, Nickles, Norton, Ochil- 
tree, Owings, Parker of T., Rushing, Smith of Harris, Taylor, 
Throckmorton, Truehart, and Williams of 8. A.—21. 

Navs.—Messrs. Ardrey, Bonner, Brown, Burress, Busby, 
Cook, Dalrymple, Dancy, Dennis, Francis, Gaines, Gay, 
Hooker, Junker, King, Kittrell, Lawhon, Martin of L., Melton, 
Merrick, Middleton, Parker of A., Parsons, Pttus, Poag, 
Pollock, Randolph, Reeves, Richardson, Runnels, Selman, 
Shaw, Shepard, Smith of Harrison, Stedman, Stout, Sullivan, 
Thompson, White, Witt and Worsham—40. 

Bill pending on adjournment to-day, was A Bill Supplement- 
al to an Act entitled An Act to incorporate the Terraqueous 
Transportation Conipany—and motion pending was to refer to 
Committee on Internal Improvement. The yeas and nays 
were.called, and there being no quorum voting, the motion te 
refer was lost. 

Mr. Francis moved a call of the House—lost. 

The question then being on passage of Bill to third reading, 
the same was put and carried by the following vote; 


. Ye8as.—Messrs. Speaker, Brown, Burress, Busby, Cleveland, 
of B., Cook, Crosby, Darden of C., Davis, Dennis, Gaines, Gay, 
Junker, King, Kittrell, Latham, Mabry, Martin of L., Mc- 
Cown, Merrick, Nickles, Norton, Ochiltree, Parker of T. 
Pettus, Poag, Shaw, Shepard, Smith of Harris, Smith of 
E Stedman, Sullivan, Throckmorton, Truehart Wor- 
gham—36. 


Nays.—Messrs. Adrian, Arnold, Askew, Bell, Dalrymple, 
Dancy, Francis, Hooker, Martin of H., Melton, Middleton, 
Owings, Parker of A., Parsons, Randolph, Reeves, Selman, 
Stout, Thompson, Tompkins, Waelder, White and Williamg 
of 8. A.—25. . 

The House refused to suspend the rule and put the bill on 
its final passage—by the following vote: i 

YEAsS.—Messrs. Speaker, Brown, Burress, Busby, Cleveland 
of B., Cook, Crosby, Dancy, Darden of C., Davis, Dennis, 
Gaines, Gay, Hooker, Junker, King, Kittrell, Latham, Mar- 
tin of L., McCown, Merrick, Middleton, Nickles, Norton, 
Ochiltree, Owings, Parker of A., Parker of T., Parsons, Poag, 
Reeves, Selman, Shaw, Shepard, Smith of Harris, Smith of 
Harrison, Stedman, Stout, Sullivan, Throckmorton, Truehart, 
Waelder, West and Williams of S. A.—45. 

Nays,—Megsrs, Adrian, Arnold, Bell, Dalrymple, Francis, 
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Martin of H., McMillin, Melton, Randolph, Richardsen, 
Rushing, Smith of N., Taylor, Thompson and White—15. 

Mr. Merrick called up a bill for the relief ot Jonas Gilbert 
E r to third reading—rule suspended,read third time and 
passed. 

Mr. Dancy called up a bill for the relief of Knowles, Sher- 
man and Reynolds, for building the steamboat Water Mocca- 
sin—with a substitute offered by the committee——substitute 
adopted and ordered to be engrossed—rule suspended read 
third time and passed. 

Mr. Middleton called up a bill for the relief of James La- 
tham, Jr., passed to third reading—rule suspended, read third 
time and passed. 

Mr. Melton called up a bill to authorize J. H. Dyer & Simp- 
son Dyer to construct a bridge across the Brazos River, 
passed to third reading—rule suspended read third time and 
passed by a two-third vote. 

Mr. King called up a bill for the relief Alex. McCulloch, 
asi to third reading—-rule suspended, read third time, and 

assed. 
# Mr. Darden of C., called up a bill for the relief of Conrad 
Jergins, passed to third reading—rule, suspended read third 
time and passed. 

Mr, Sullivan called up a bill for the relief of Fraylan de la 
Garza, eens to third reading—rule suspended, read third 
time and passed. 

A message was received from the Senate announcing to the 
House that ~ 

The Senate had appointed Messrs. Martin, Palmer and Russell, 
a committes on the part of the Senate, to act in conjunction 
with alike committee on the part of the House to inform the 
Governor that the Legislature will adjourn “ sine die” on Mon- 
day next, the first “proximo.” 

And have passed a bill for the relief of H. B. Balch. 

And has concurred in the amendments of the House to a 
Senate’s bill to amend an act to incorporate the Henderson and 
State Line Railroad Company. ; 

Also, to the amendments of the House to the Senate’s bill, 
supplemental to an act making appropriations for the use and 
support of the State Government tor the years 1856 and 1857. 

On motion ot Mr. Bell, rule suspended and a bill for the relief 
‘of Thomas Bell. taken up, passed to third reading—rule sus- 
pended, read third time and passed. 


On motion of Mr. Davis, a message from the Governer 
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vetoing a bill to provide for the safe keeping of the Capito! and 
defining the duties of the Chief Clerk of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, and Secretary of Senate—was taken up, and bill 
passed over the veto of the Governor, by a vote of 42 yeas to 
18 nays. 

A message was received from the Senate announcing to the 
Honse that the Senate had passed the following bills origina- 
ting in the House: l 

A bill for the relief of Adolphus Glavecke. 

A bill for the relief of Elisha T. Robinson. 

A bill for the relief of William Carlton. 

A bill for the relief of Charlotte D. Ress. 

A bill for the relief of James Drake. 

A bill for the relief of Thos. O’Moody. 

A bill for the relief ôf Egbert Grant. 

A joint resolution in reference to the recent act of Congress 
-on the Public Debt of Texas. 

A bill to incorporate the Corpus Christi Academy. 

. Abill to incorporate the Eastern Texas and Red River In- 
surance Company. 

A bill requiring the Commissioner General Land Office te 
issue patents on two land certificates therein named. 

Mr. Brown offered the following resolution, which wae 
adopted : 

Resolved, That the Treastxer shall be authorized to pay out 
of the contingent fund of the House, on the certificate of the 
Chief Clerk, te the Post Master at Austin, the postage om 
papers and documents to besent to the members of the Ho we 
after the adjournment of the Legislature, also, any pos tage 
now due, on the certificate of the Chairman of the Committee 
on Public Printing. 


Mr. Throckmorton called up a joint resolution authorizing 
the Governor to institute suits in matters touching the erection 
and furnishing of the new Capitol—with amendment from the 
Senate. l 

Amendment concurred in. 

Mr. Brown called up a joint resolution authorizing the Secre- 
tary of State to have five hundred copies of the laws of the 
present session printed—passed. 

Mr. Shepard called up a bill to define the time of holding 
courts in the 3d Judicial District—passed to a third reading, 
rule suspended, read third time and passed. _ 


Mr. Merrick called up a bill to change the boundary line 
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of Erath Co.—passed to a third reading—rule suspended, read 
third time and passed. . 

Mr. Pettas called upa bill for the relief of L.M.Hithcock, read 
and passed to a third reading, and house refused to suspend 
the rnle to pass the bill. 

Mr. Williams of S. A., called up a bill for the relief of D. 
M. Fulton, passed to third reading—rule suspended, read third 
time and passed. ; 

Mr. Stedman called up a bill to authorize J. M. Waide to 
eonstruct a bridge across the Sabine River, passed to third 
reading—rule suspended, read third time and passed by a two- 
third vote. 

The speaker announced the following committee to wait on 
the Governor to inform him that the Legislature will adjourn 
gine dte on Monday, the Ist of September. 

Messrs. Dancy, Latham and Shepard. 

Mr. Selman moved to adjourn until: Monday, 8 o’elock, 
A. M. 

The House refused to adjourn by a vote of 18 yeas 29 nays. 

Mr. Truehart moved to take up a bill relative to claim of Car- 
los Epsalier. 

Mr. Brown one of the Committee on Enrolled Bills made tae 
following report : 

CoMMITTEE Rooms, 
Austin, August 30, 1856. 
To the Honorable H. P. Bee, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The Joint Committee on Enrolled Bills have examined the 
following bills, and find them correctly enrolled; having been 
signed by the Speaker of the House and President of the Senate, 
they have been presented to the Governor for his approval : 

An act for the relief of Elizabeth Finley. 

oe s Debby Morris. 

= x s Jacos L. Standifer. 

‘¢ to incorporate the city of Lavaca. 

“ for the relief of Adolphus Glavaecke. 

“fo incorporate the Powder Hern, Victoria, and Gon- 
zales Railroad Company. 

An act defining the time of holding the Courts in the Third 
Judicial District. 

An act for the relief of Elizabeth Reed.: 

‘« for the relief of Jonas Gilbert. R 
& providing for the pay of certain volunteers, command- 
ea by Capt. Tom, and others. l 


? 
` 
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An act for the relief of Leven J. Martin. 

“to incorporate the Galveston Ice company. 

‘¢ to change the name of Rosalia Hernandez, to Maria 
Rosalia Upshur. 

An act for the relief of H. B. Balch. 

‘* to incorporate the town of Indianola. 
Joint resolution authorizing the Governor to bring certain 
suits in relation to the erection and furnishing the new capitol, 

An act for the relief of William Carleton. 
. Joint resolutions in reference to the recent act of Congress 
on the Public Debt of Texas.  _ 

An act for the relief of James Drake. 

et cae « — Gharlotte D. Ross. 

a is ‘¢ Elisha T. Robinson. z 

ms af “ Egbert Grant. 

‘authorizing the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office to issue, to Alexander McCulloch, a certificate for one- 
third league of land. =. 

An act to legalize the acts of David P. Fearries, Notary 
Public of Ellis county. 

An act for the relief of Stephen F. Sparks. 

An act to incorporate the town of Athens, in Henderson 
county. 

An act for the relief of W. H. Mayo and others. 

An act to prevent the sale of intoxicating drinks on the 
Rutersville league of land. 

An act for the relief of Allen Hines. l 

An act to incorporate Mount Pleasant, in Titus county. 

The joint Select Committee, to which was referred the me- 
morial of Chas. E, Travis, made the following report : 


COMHITTEE Room, ? 
August 28th, 1856. 
To the Hon. H. P. Bee, Speaker, de. 

The Joint Select Committee to whom was referred the me- 
morial of Charles E. Travis, a citizen of Texas, late a captain 
in the United States Army, praying the passage of a joint 
resolution instructing our Senators and requesting our Repre- 
sentatives in Congress, to use all honorable means to induce 
the President of the United States to review and re-examine 
the evidence adduced before a Court Martial, by whose sen- 
tence he was dismissed from the Army, have carefully consi- 
dered the subject, and beg leave to report as follows: ` 

That the memorialist is the son of Col. W. B. Travis, whose 
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name, as Commander of the fortress of the Alamo, during the 
Texan ie Se for Independence, is imperishably connected 
with the brightest page of the history of freedom’s struggle. 
That he is now in the morning of life, having just completed 
his twenty-fifth year. That in the year 1854 he commanded, 
with credit to himself, a company of Texas Mounted Rangers, 
and made a campaign against the Indians, That upon the 
3d of March, A. D. 1855, upon recommendation of many mem- 
pers of the last Legislature, and other highly respectable 
citizens of Texas, he was appointed by the President of the 
United States, a Captain in the regiment of 2d Cavalry of the 
Dnited States Army, commanded by Col. A: Sydney Johnston. 
That for some time after his appointment, the memorialist 
wag engaged in the recruiting service, and did not join hig 
regiment until he had fully or nearly completed the enlist- 
ment of his company. The regiment, when he joined it, was 
in garrison at Jefferson Barracks, and there remained until it 
was ordered to Texas, sometime in the month of October. In 
December the regiment arrived in Texas, and on the 15th of 
March, 1856, a Court Martial was convened at Fort Mason, 
Texas, for the purpose of trying the memorialist upon the 
general charge of conduct unbecoming an officer and a gentle- 
man, with three specifications, substantially as follows :—lst, 
That the memorialist was guilty of cheating, at Jéfferson 
Barracks, Missouri, at a game of cards, on the Ist of October, 
1855. 2d, That he was guilty of falsehood in rendering an 
` excuse to his commanding officer, for leaving camp without 
permission, near Springfield, Missouri, which falsehood is 
charged to be contained in the following note: 


Camp, en route to Texas, 
November 18, 1855. 

Siz :--I have the honor most respectfully to state to the 
Colonel Commanding, that it having been so much the custom 
for officers to leave the camp for a short time, without 
troubling the Commanding Officer for his permission, I left 
thinking it entirely unnecessary to do so, and I did not for a 
moment imagine that I was guilty of any military impropriety. 

I am, Colonel, 
Very respectfully, 
Your most obedt. servt. 


CHAS. E. TRAVIS. 
_ To Lieutenant K. Garrard, 
Lieut. and Adjt. 2d Cavalry, present. 
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3d, That he circulated and created false and slanderous 
charges against Lieut. Wood, a brother officer, in charging the 
said Wood with stealing money from the memorialist. Upon 
these charges and specifications, a sentence of dismissal was 
rendered against the memorialist on April 11th, 1856, confirm- 
ed by the President of the United States, on the 6th of May 
following. The official transcript of the evidence and pro- 
ceedings, in the triatof the memorialist, were before the Com- 
mittee, and were carefully examined by them. 

They find that upon the rules of evidence, as applied in all 
Courts, the finding cannot be sustained by the testimony 
upon any one of the three specifications. The testimony is 
too voluminous to be summed up here. The impression made 
upon the mind of the Committee, from the testimeny of Col. 
Johnston and other officers, is that the “rst two specifications 
of cheating and falsehood, would ‘never hive been dreamed of 
had it not been for the facts originating the °d specification. 
The testimony to sustain the two first spevifications, is too 
trivial to merit any notice, while by the finding of the Court 
itself, the last charge vught never to have been sustained. 
_ The fast specification is worded as follows :—That Charles E. 
Travis, Captain of the 2d Regiment of Cavalry, did unscru- 
pulously and dishonorably create and circulate false and slan- 
derous imputations against Lieut. Robert C. Wood, and did 
endeavor to injure the reputation of the said Wood. Upon 
this, the finding of the Court is as follows :—“‘ Guilty with 
the exception of the words “unscrupulously and dishonorably 
create and” the words “and did endeavor thereby to injure 
the reputation of the said officer,” and the words stricken out 
after Withrell, This leaves then the charge solely of “cir- 
culating,” without the intent to injure; which charge of cir- 
culation is most triumphantly refuted. By the evidence, there 
is not a particle of proof to show that the memorialist ever 
circulated the rumors, but imparted them in confidence to 
some three of his bosom friends, and to them alone. 

From a review of the testimony, your Committee are 
forcibly impressed with the belief that injustice, the most un- 
paralleled, has been practised upon the memorialist. They 
do not desire to impeach, or question the motives that might 
have actuated the prosecution; they consider the proof as 
wholly insufficient. i 


In consideration of the character of the memorialist, and of 
the facts of the case, they recommend the passage of the ac- 
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- companying joint resolution, in accordance with the prayer of 
the memorialist., E ; 

Respectfally submitted. 

E. R. HORD, 

Chairman of Com, on part of the Senate. 
©. 8. WEST, 

Chairman on part of the House. 

Adopted. 

An act to authorize James M. Waide to construct a bridge 
across the Sabine River. 

An act supplementary to an act making an appropriation for 
the use and support of the State government for the years 1856 
and 1857, and for other purposes. 

Joint resolution requiring the Secretary of State to have 
printed 500 copies of the captions of all the acts passed at the 
present adjourned session.  , 

An act for the relief of the heirs of Conrad Jergins. 

An act for the relief of Thomas D. Moody. 

An act requiring the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office to issue patents on two land certificates therein men- 
tioned. 

An act to incorporate the Eastern Texas and Red River In- 
surance company. 

An act to authorize James H. Dyer and S. C. Dyer to con- 
struct a bridge across the Brazos River. 

An act for the relief of Thomas Bell, 

An act to amend an act to create the county of Comanche. 

An act supplementary to, and amendatory of an act, to estab- 
lish the Galveston and Red River Railway company, and the 
several acts supplemental thereto. 

An act to incorporate the Henderson and Logansport Rail- 
toad company. 

_ An act to incorporate the American and European Coloniza- 
ton Society. l 

An act amending an act to create the county of Hrath. 

An act for the relief of Fraylan de la Garza. 

An act for the relief of James Latham, jr. 

; JNO. HENRY BROWN, 
` One of the Committee. 

On motion of Mr. Owings, House adjourned until 7 o’clock, 

Monday, ist proximo. 
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House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
September Ist, 1856. 
House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present. . | 
The Journal of Saturday, August 30th, read and adopted, 
Mr. Dancy, Chairman of committee appointed to inform the 
Governor that the Legislature would adjourn to-day, reported 
duty performed, and that the Governor stated that he had no 
- further communications to make. 
Mr. Brown, one of committee on Enrolled Bills, made the 
following report : A 
COMMITTEE ROOM, 
Austin, September Ist, 1856. 


To the Honorable H. P. Bee, 


Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The Joint committee on Enrolled Bills have examined the 
following Bills and find them correctly enrolled, having been 
signed by the Speaker of the House and President of the 
Penate, they have been this morning presented to the Gover- 
nor for his.approval: _ - 

An act to incorporate “Corpus Christi Academy.” 

An act to incorporate the Henderson and State Line Rail- 
road company. 

The committee take this occasion to say that all the bills 
and joint resolutions passed at the present adjourned session 
of the Legislature, have been Enrolled, signed and presented. 
to the Governor for his consideration and approval. 

Respectfully submitted, 
JOHN HENRY BROWN, 
One of committee. 

Report accepted. ' - 

Mr. Adrian offered the following resolution: i 

Resolved, That the Chief Clerk have one month after the 
adjournment to arrange the papers of the House, gt the usual 
per diem, te be paid out of the contingent fund of the House. 

Adopted. 

Mr. Randolph moved to adjourn stne dte. 

The Speaker then took leave of the House in the following 
OP Propriaig address ; after which, the House adjourned sine 

ae 


The adjourned session which the necessities of the country“ 
compelled us to hold, has come toan end. Under circumstan- 
es the most unpropitious, the heat most intense, and the dis- 
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eemiorts only to be appreciated by those who have experienced - 
them, has our duty been performed. All those questions of 
oe interest which were not reached at the winter session, 
ave now been disposed of, and all portions of the State have re- 
ceived that care and attention which their necessities demanded. 
Important changes, which have been made in our policy, is 


fraught with good or evil for our State, and [hope for them all 
possible success. - 


Five long months have been spent by us in this Hall; the 
associations and friendships of that time, will be hard to sever; 
the memory of them will live in our hearts unalloyed by any 
feeling but that of good fellowship; all the temporary irrita- 
tions caused by defeat of favorite measures, or excited debate, 
has passed away, and te-day we part carrying with us, I trust, 
but pleasant recollections, which time will only serve to cement, 

For myself, I beg to offer my thanks for the courtesy and 
support which has been again extended to me, in the discharge 
of my duties. Ihave been the recipient et an honored and 
ever to be cherished testimonial of your friendships, and in all 
things you have rendered my position as pleasant and agrees 
ble, as it is honorable and distinguished. 


” To you, Sir, who have merited and received, as Chief Clerk 
of the House of Representatives, the unanimous expression of 
eonfidence and approbation of our body, for the promptness, 
courtesy and ability which you have 86 eminently displayed in 
the discharge of your duties; I beg toadd my testimony, and to 
express my obligations for the useful and active assistance in 
the discharge of my duties, which you have ever rendered me, 

And to you, young gentlemen, who have given such eminent 
satisfaction, by the industry, promptness and zeal which have 
been so marked in the discharge of your duties as Clerks of 
the House of Representatives, I express, then, an unanimous 
sentiment, when I say that the country has been fortunate in 
your having been selected to perform such important and Te- 
sponsible duties. During my extended connection with Legis- 
lative bodies, I have never known more able assistants than it 
is our fortune to have had. i 


The recollection of the kindness and generosity which I have 
received at your hands, gentlemen of the House of Represen- 
tatives, will be cherished as a holy thing; it will live in memo- 
Ty’s waste while life shall last, and in bidding you farewell, I 
offer my best wishes for the health and happiness of each and 
all of you, and reiterate the hope that your re-union with your 
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families will be as pleasant, as your duties have been arduous 
and honorable. 
The House stands adjourned sine die. 
HAMILTON P. BEB, 
r Speaker of House of Representatives. 
H. H. Haynm, Chief Clerk, 
House of Representatives. 


